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PREFACE. 


In giving the iivos of the most prominent actoris; 
upon the great ami awful stagj? of the Old English 
Revohition. tht Author lia.s thought himself ju^^ified 
ill departing fru.n liu' sy'<tcni observed by his pre- 
decessors, a:ub instead of the uiinu rous individual 
sketolies^tiiuT, under other cireiuustauees, arc all 
that is iieeessarv, devoting avvhole volume at a time 
to hut two or three of those eventful biographies 
which include the histories of minor eonlemjmraries, 
and, indeed, the history of the age itsidf. Eor the 
times, awJui as they were, were scarcely greater 
than tlu men , — the ideas nf both jiresent them- 
selves to us at once, bke shadowy and solid giants 
standing together, and hardly letting us discern 
which leads the other. 

The life of Eliot is the first that has appeared. 
He did not survive to be an actor in the scene dur- 
ing the most obvious part of the great contest ; and 
posterity has been so much occupied with those 
who did, that they arc startled when they have 
leisure to look back, and see these oMer and not 
less noble shapcs.of its commencement, — these less 
bodily, yet hardly less visible, demi-gods, — who 
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were its first inspiring minds. Eliot was the greatest 
i^aclor in the outbreak of the Revolution, though it 
became ultimately the more memorable part of his lot- 
to think and to suffer ; and the reader will see that 
hetlid both, with that mixture of force and delicacy, 
that prose of common sense and poetry of the heart, 
which so remarkably characterises the man of busi- 
ness in that age, fnd which is traceable, in the 
Author s opinion, to the effect which the chivalrous 
breeding of the reign of Elizabeth had upon the 
rising generation. The sons and daugliters of the 

Arcadia *’ were the parents of the men of Charles 
and Cromwell. * 

.')K. Liiicoln’ti Inn Fields. 
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sill JOHN ELIOT. 

1.0.90— 

John Eliot was a Cornishman born_, and an esquire’s 
son.”^ His family, tliougli new residents fu that 
county, were of very ancient Devonshire descent. 
Prince alludes to them in his “ Worthies j” and Fuller has 
pointed out the name of AFalter Eliot, one of his an- 
cestors, in the sherift”s return of the f^entry of the 
county of Devon, made in 1 during the reigji of 
Henry VI. Drowiie Willis, wdio may be considered 
a good authority on the subject, having married a lineal 
descendant of the family-, states that this Walter Eliot 
allied himself to the family of sir llicliard Eliot, ap- 
pointed a justice of the court of King’s Bench by 
Henry VIII., but more illustrious as the father of one 
of tlic earliest of our vernacular writers, the famous sir 
Thomas Eliot.-^ The first of the family who settled 
in Cornwall appears to have been the great-uncle of sir 

* Anthony Wood, Ath. Oxon. vol ii. p 478. Ivd. Blios. 

See Duc.ircl’s “ Life of Browne Willis.” 

Urowne Willis’s * ** Nottlia Parhamentaria,” vol. ii. p. U£'. 
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John^ who obtained from the family of Champernowne 
tho priory of St. Germains and its lands^ in exchange 
for property possessed by him at Cutlands, near Ash- 
burton.* To this priory the name of Port Eliot was 
thou givcn^ which it bears to this day. Its large estates 
have descended with it from father to son, and form a 
considerable portion of the property of ^he present earl 
of St. Germains.* ^ 

At this seat of Port Eliot John Eliot was born, on 
the 20th of April, 1 .590.** In his youth he was sub- 
jected to none of the restraints that should have been 
applied to a temper naturally ardent, llis fatlier was a 
mail of easy habits, kept very hospitable house *, flung it 
open to every sort of^visitor, and never, it is to be pre- 
sum^'d, troubled himself to consider the effect of such a 
course upon the uncontrolled disposition and manners of 
his son. It is to this lax education that we have to at- 
tribute a painful incident in the life of Eliot, of which 
the most treacherous advantage has been ta*ken by his 
political enemies.'* 

j\rchdeacon Echard, a notorious advocate of the 
Stuartsf and a most inaccurate historical writer, gave 
the first public account of it. After stating, most un- 
truly (as we have seen), that Eliot was of a new 

* “ 1 (In not know,” say< an ammiplishcd livnifr dtsrcMwl.int of tho 
patriot, "tin* oxai t >oar in which thw change took plaic; hut Joliii hhot 
• lied at tlio i)iior> ot St. ncrinaiiih, having gi\cn it tlic name of Port Phot, 
m An account of that traiiMaction is to bo touiid in Can’w’h Survey 

«;f Cornwall, pubh.shcil about I'/SO ('babners in ins Biographical Die- 
tionarv, speaks of the family of Eiiot of Port Eliot, and those ot Heathfiold 
and Miiito, to be closcoiidod trom a sir W. Aliot, who came o\cr with 
William tno Coixpicror ; hut this account is merely traditioiiai, ami cannot 
be borne out liy proof. The lleraUPs Visitation ol Cornwall, made in 
and preserved in tho Heralds’ College, gi^es the armorial bearings of the 
family; the shield coiitairiing twelve quartering^,-- a proof, at a time 
when pretoiiMoiiS to heraldic honours wore luiniitelv scrutinised, that the 
origin of the family could not have been very rt‘ceiit'” — Lord Ehot. 

^ In *• Notitia Parliamentaria,” (the notice of the borough ot St. (icrmauis, 
at p. of the second volume), a description will be loiind of Port Ehot. 
.See also '• Carew’s Survey of Cornwall," ml liiOS ; and the fourth volume of 
Mr. IPIsraeli’s " Coiniiicntancs on the lafe and Keign of Charles I p. 

^ Browne Willw. Anthony Wood fixes it incorrectly at 159*2. 

^ StHi “ Carew’s Survey of Cornwall ” 

How eagerly such a charge as that which follows would have been 
scizeii by the bitter opponents of Eliot among his contemporaries, had a 
reasonable foundation existed for it, is sulficiently obvious. It might have 
served as the tithe of .an aixdogy for his harsh treatment. Nowhere, how. 
ever, in parliament or elsewhere, does a trace of it appear. 
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family*,” this archdeacon proceeds: — 'MVithin his 
own parish there lived one Mr. John Moyle, a genfle- 
man of very good note and character in his country, 
who, together with his son, had the honour to serve in 
parliament. Whether out of rivalship or otlierAi^se, 
Mr. Eliot, having, upon a very slight occasion, enter- 
tained a bittef grudge against the other, went to his 
house uiidgr the show of a frig;jdly visit, and there 
treacherously stabbed him, while he was turning on 
one side to take a glass of wine to drink to him.”^ He 
states further : Mr. Moyle outlived this base attempt 
about forty years, wlio, with some others of his family, 
often told the particulars to his grandson. Dr, Prideaux, 
and othfij' relations, from whom i. had this particular 
account.”-' W’^e arc here left uncertain, it will be ^'en, 
whether the account was received at fifth or sixth liand 
from gossi[)ing relations, or from the respected and 
learned dean of Norwich. A late writer, however, has 
thought fif to assume the latter, and has insisUMl,with con- 
siderable and very obstinate vehemence, on the probable 
truth of the statement.'* With the help of materials in 
a lately published work by lord Nugent^, anfl g^ded by 
a fact 1 have discovered respecting sir John Eliot's father, 
I now present this singular incident in a new, and, it 
may be hoped, a final aspect. 

It occurred, so far as there is truth in it, in the ex- 
treme youth of Eliot. That he should have earned for 
himself, at that lime, the ejnthet wilful,” will scarcely 
appear surprising afU*r what I have said of the habits and 
indulgences of his father. Mr. Moyle, who resided at 
Bake, a district of the ]>arish of St. (.iermains, close to 
Port Eliot'*, took upon himself to warn old Eliot that 

* Echard’s History, p. 42t folio, cd 1720. Is tfifs the " contcniporary 
writer” to whom Mr. D’lsrneh alludes, in vol iv p. oOS. ol liia C'oin- 
meiitanes f I can find no other. 

- Echard’s History, p 424. 3 n,i(i ^ 

'» Mr IV Israeli. ^ his Commentaries, vol. ii. p 2T0 ; vol. iv. p. .'Jl.'l. ; 
his puiuphlet in answer to lord Nugent’s ** Aleiiiorials of Hanipdi-n,” 
p. F). 

Memorials of Hampden. 

Notitia Parliamcntaria. Browne Willis, the intimate friend of the 
Monies, docs not make the slightest allusion to this incident, a» remt'jn. 

B 2., . 
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such was the disposition of his son. Miss Ailcin, the 
hi^orical writer, has now in her possession a letter, 
written by an ancestor of one of the most respectable 
families of Devonshire, wherein the cause and course of 
thci quarrel which ensued arc given, as described by 
the daughter of Mr. Moyle himself, a witness not likely 
to bo unjustly partial to sir John £liot.^ This is 
the statement of thaj^ letter. — Mr. Moyle .having ac- 
quainted sir John Kliot's father with some extravagances 
in his son’s expenses, and this being reported with some 
aggravating circumstances, young Eliot went hastily to 
Mr. Moyle’s house and remonstrated. What words 
passed she knows not, but Eliot drew his sword, and 
wounded Mr. Moyle* in the side. * On reflection,’ 
con^nues Mr. Moyle’s daughter, ‘ he soon detested the 
fact; and from thenceforward became as remarkable 
for his private deportment, in every view of it, as his 
public conduct. Mr. Moyle was so entirely reconciled 
to him, that no person, in his time, held him in higher 
esteem.* ” 

That this hasty ebullition of will occurred in extreme 
youth, 'j am now prepared to prove. 1 find, from 
documents of the time, that Eliot’s fating died in lO’Ofh- 
II e was buried in the church of St. (lennains, on the 
^2 tth of June in that year. Anthony Wood (the best 
authority on such a point, though on such only) tells 
us that young Eliot entered college in l(i07, and con- 
tinued tliere throe years.’* It is evident, therefore, that 
at the time of the quarrel with Moyle, Eliot roff/f/ not 
have been more than seventeen, or — assuming (which is 
most unlikely) that it occurred in a college vacation of 
his first year — eighteen years old. This will be con- 
siilered as established beyond further doubt. It is con- 


bcn*(i luirslily that family ; a circumstancp explained by the testimony 
whirh lias Vieen since obtained from the dauKbter of the pretended “ victim ’* 
» See Meinurials of Hamixlen, vol. i. p LW. Aikin’s Charles the First, 

VO* 1 

- WiUis’s Researches into the Pedigree of the Eliots. Not. Pari,, vol. ii 
p. l-H. 

Alh. Oxon,, vol. ii. p. 478. 
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firmed still more by a remarkable document which has 
been found among the Eliot papers ''An apologie,” 
addressed to Mr. Moyle by young Eliot, for the greate 
injury” he Iiad done him, and witnessed by names, 
some of which were afterwards greatly distinguisheif in 
the parliamentary history of the time. The terms of 
it are highly curious, and indicate the writer clearly. 
It is an atonement which ma^ks the characteristic 
impulse of a young and generous mind, anxious to re- 
pair an unpremeditated wrong. " Mr. Moyle,” so runs 
the apology, “ I doe acknowledge I have done you a 
greate injury, which I wish 1 had never done, and doe 
desire you to remit it ; and I desire that all unkindnesse 
may be forgiven an<l forgotten beiwnxt us, and hence- 
ftjrwanl I shall desire and deserve your love ii^ all 
friendly offices, as 1 hope you will mine. Jo. Elyotte.” 

That this apology was honestly meant, and strictly 
redeemed, that the writer did <lesire the love of him 
whom he fiad hastily injured, and deserve it, and, more- 
over, obtain it — we are fortunately not without ample 
proof. In the volume of Eliot papers already referred 
to, exist two letters-, written, many years after this 
event, by sir John to this very Mr. Moyle, granting him 
solicited favours. It was a saying of shrewd severity, 
that few natures exist capable of making compensation 
to those whom tliey may have injured, or even of ceasing 
to follow them with resentment. Assuredly, however, 
rare and virtuous as such natures are, John Eliot’s was 
one of them. He held himself the constant and willing 
debtor of the man he ha«l unwillingly offended. 1 
am sorry,” he says, in one of his letters, after granting 
Moyle what he had asked, " this return is not better to 
the occasion you have given me; it may serve for an 
expression of my power, though iny affection be beyond 

it. I can command corruption out of no man, but in 

• 

* See lord Kliot’s rommuniration to Mr. I)’r»racli, full of cxrclletil feel- 
ing, and a proj/or concern for the memory of his great progenitor, “ Com- 
mentaries,” vol. iv. p. 5(J*K 

2 hhot Papers, MS., Nos. 63. and 
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mine own heart have a clear will to serve you, and 
sliUll faithfully remain your true friend.” In the other, 
written some months after, in answer to an intercession 
by Moyle for an offending tenant of sir John’s, the fol- 
lovrtng passage occurs : — In answer to your love, I 
will give orders to my servant Hill, at his return into 
the country, to repay him the money that's received, 
and so to leave hin^to his old interest fW the tene- 
ment, in which he must acknowledge your courtesy 
and favour, for whose satisfaction it is done by your 
most affectionate friend.” * 

Taken in connection with the statements I have given, 
this incident assumes, in my mind, a more than ordi- 
nary interest, and beoomes, indeed, an important feature 
in t4ie life of Eliot. It is the line drawn between his 
passing youth and coining manhood. Whatever may 
have iieeii the turbulence of his boyhood, whatever the 
struggle of its uncurbed passions, this event startled him 
into a perfect and sober self-control. His private 
deportment,” says Mr. Moyle’s daughter, was as re- 
markable ever after, as that of his public conduct. In 
the latter, his temper never ceased to be ardent for the 
general good, and against the wrongful oppressor. In 
private, it was ardent in kindness, in busy purposes and 
affections for those around him. To the ^^last right 
end,” he stood 

“ A perfect patriot, and a noble friend, ” — 


* Mr l)’Ih.rae1i has said, in bis fourth volume, p. (in reference to 
the “ apnlogie” i|uoted in n preceding page),** 1 perfectly agree that this 
extraordinary aixilogy was not written by a man who had stabbed his eoin- 
p inion in the b.iek ; nor can I imagtnt% that ajti’rsuch a revolting incident ^ 
any appro.riination at a rcnnval iif intercourse would have lu'cn posstMe." 
He then proceeds, with very amusing pertinacity, to shift the grounds 
of the charge His nrgumcMit, however, on his own admission, is wholly 
exploded bv the letters above cited No nialtgnity, however desperate or 
reekless, can again revive it I cannot leave the subject of tins Jirst 
caUimny, m the promotion of whieh Mr. D’ Israeli has joined with such 
painful and iu«itakeii bitterness, without expressing my regret, that 
political passion, and precnnceiveil notions of character, shduld so bewilder 
an ingenious uiind. Mr. D’Israeli, though in all cases too fond of suggest, 
ing events from rumours, has rendereil inanv services to history, and not- 
withstanding his various inisstatumentsrcsiH'ctiiig Eliot, which 1 shall have 
occasion to refute, has never scrupled to pay a not unwilling tribute to the 

{icatncss of Ivs intellect. 
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and so his biographer must delineate him, apart from 
all preconceived adectiona or prejudices. • 

Immediately after the quarrel with Mr. Moyle, it is 
probable that young Eliot left his home for the univer. 
sity of Oxford. Anthony Wood states that he “ became 
a gentleman-commoner of Exeter college, in Michael- 
mas term annp l0’O7, aged 15.”* The same authority 
tells us thi\^ lie left the university, jvitliout a degree, after 
he had continued there about three years.*- That his 
time, however, was not misspent at that venerable seat 
of study, he afterwards well proved. He had naturally 
a tine imagination ; and when, on the lapse of a few 
years, it burst forth in the house of commons, it 
was surrounded with the pomp gof Greek and Roman 
learning. In the studies of his youth, in those iiy'alu- 
able treasures of thought and language which are placed 
within the reach of every scholar, he had strengthened 
himself for great duties. And more than this. In his 
youthful contemplation of the ancient school ])hilosopliy, 
he had provided for his later years the enjoyment of 
those sublime reveries, which, we shall have occasion to 
see, were his chief consolations in a dungeon.® Little, 
probably, did he then imagine, as he was first making 
the acquaintance of Seneca, of Plato, and the Stagyrite, 
that they would stand him in the stead of friends, when 
prison bars had shut out every other. 

'J’he sudden interruption to his studies, at the expira- 
tion of three years, appears to have originated in his 
flosire to obtain some acquaintance with the common 
law of England. This knowledge began then to be 
considered a necessary accomplishment for one who 
aspired to the honours of parliament, with the view of 
supporting the principles of the rising country party. 
Eliot was one of these ; and, as Woo»l informs us, after 
leaving the university, “went to one of the inns of 
court, and became a barrister.”-' The Upse of a year 


I Ath. Oxon. vol. ii. p. 47S. This is incorrect, however, as I have stated, 
in revpect of Kliot's age. He was seventeen. 

Ath. Oxon. vol. ii. p. 478. ^ Ibid. 
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or two introduces us to a new incident in his private 
of which a malignant advantage has, as usuaJ, been 
taken by his political opponents. 

His disposition^ never less active than meditative, 
induced him to visit the continent. At precisely the 
same period, the discerning lady Villiers ‘ had sent her 
famous son to grace the beauty of his /ace, and the 
handsomeness of his^person (his only birthright), by 
the advantages of foreign travel. Eliot and Villiers 
met, and the courtesies of English travellers in a fo- 
reign country ensued between them.- They journeyed 
together ; and it is not surprising that a generous 
warmth in the disposition of Eliot should have suited 
well with the bold address and sprightliness of temper, 
for )j;hich alone, at that time, (ieorge Villiers was re- 
markable. It is said they became intimate. In all 
probability they did so, if wc may judge from a cir- 
cumstance that shall in due course Iw noticed. ^ 

Meanwhile, 1 have another inisreprewsentation to clear 
away. After his return from the continent, Eliot mar- 
ried , It has been reserved for the writer before referred 
to — Mi^ D israeli, wliose ingenuity of research, and plea- 
sant attractiveness of style, are only outstripped by his 
violent political tendencies, and his most amusing pro- 
fessions of ])hilosophical impartiality — to fasten upon 
even this domestic, and most private, incident in the 


‘ niK'kiiit'haui was a youn$;i'r son, liy a t>ocoud inarnago, ol sir Guort^e 
VMluTii, of Hrookesloy, in iKMcC'itrr'hiro, who^p fainilv, though niincnt, 
Iiiiit hithiTto hcpii iinhcarcl ot in the kiiigUom Ilis mother is reported to 
have served in his hither's kitchen, but he, being struck with her e\tra- 
ordiii.iry beauty and person, which the iiie'iiiness ol her clothes could not 
liide, iirev.iiled'with lady V illicrs, not without dilKculty, to raise her to a 
higher office ; and on the death of that lady he inarri'e<l this her servant. 
As, however, the heir by a former marriage succeeded to the family 
estate, it became a grand object with huly Villiers, who hail obtained the 
means through a second husband, whom she atterwards deserted, to 
nceomplisli her children for pushing their own lortune m the world, 
lleivn' her conduct to (leorge, as 1 have noticed it ahov e. Sec 11 Coke, 
p. 71 Kacket's Life of Williams, parti, p. 17L lirodic's British Em- 
pire, vol. II p 1.L IJ. 

- Ecliurd's History, p. tvJk Mr. D'Tsraeli claims the merit of having 
//iscoem'/Z Ill'S (vol. iv. p .007., Pamphlet, p a claim on which his 

/rieiids also iiimaI (see ^uarterU llexiew. No. mmv. p. 470.', on what 
•iiithority does not a])pear. l-k’hard was the hrst discoverer, if there be any 
merit m it; nor would his statement have parried any weight, but that 
other circumstances have tended tocoiitirni it. 
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life of Eliot^ as another instance of what he is pleased 
to consider the turbulence and ungovernable passiSn 
of his “ bold and adventurous character.” * Without 
quoting any authority, Mr. D'lsraeli states, that “ when 
the house of commons voted 5000/, for a compensation 
to the family for his [^Eliot’s] ^ sufterings/ they also 
voted anothci; 2000/., part of four, for which he had 
been fine(l by the court of wajj^ls, by reason of his 
marriage with sir Daniel Norton’s daugliter.” lie then 
goes on to state that this indicates the violent carrying 
off of the lady by the turbulent Eliot. >Vhat possible 
authority Mr. D’Israeli can bring forward for tliis state- 
ment, 1 know not. The only record in existence 
bearing on such a subject, so far as I am aware, is an 
entry in the earl of Leicester’s journal, of unquestioned 
authenticity and correctness. It is most satisfactory on 
the point, as will be feen ; and L will not suppose that 
this was^the source from which Mr. D’lsracli derived 
his statement. It is as follows: — Monday, ISth 
January, J6'4fi. The house of commons this day, 
according to former order, took into consideration the 
great losses and sufferings of many ineinbcir?, in the 
yeare tertio Caroli, for speaking (in parliament) in Mialf 
of the kingdom. A report whereof was made to the 
house, from the committee to whom it was formerly 
referred ; and the commons, upon debate, passed several 
votes for allowances to be given to such members, in 
recompense of theyr wrongs and sufferings, as followeth : ” 
several names are then specified, and among them, 
“ that ,0()O()/. be allowed to sir John Klliotte’s younger 
children ; and /iu‘ elder w/i's fine in the court of wards 
to be remitted.”^ 

This elder son,” against whose turbulence the re- 
proof of Mr. 1)’ Israeli ought to have been directed, was a 
youth of idle and riotous habits, very wdld irregularities, 
which subsequently, as we shall show, prbved a source 

• Sf'P lUr. D’fsrai'irs Cninmcntaries, voJ ii p aS} 

® Siilnry Papers, pp. ‘j, ;J This CMrly portion oi’ the JournnI is espe- 
cially reiiiarkuhlc for its accuracy and precision. All ut it was written for 
the author’s jinvalc use. 
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of much anxiety and disquiet to his father. He was 
the^xact person for the adventure maliciously fixed upon 
sir John. The latter married without violating the laws 
of any court, but was deprived of his wife by death, 
afte^ she had presented him with two sons.^ The 
“ younger children” alluded to in the passage quoted 
would seem to comprise the family of the second son. 

Eliot's intercourse ^ith Villiers was noAH, resumed. 
A wonderful change had taken place in the interval. 
The base creature Somerset hail been prosecuted at 
last, ostensibly for the murder of Overhury-, but, in 
reality, to provide room for a fourth favourite, on whom 
the majesty of the day might lavish its shameless fond- 
ness. That new favourite was selected in the person of 
Gcorife Villiers. Well might lord Clarendon exclaim, 
“ Never any man, in any age, nor, 1 Mieve, in any 
country or nation, rose in so short a time to so much 
greatness of honour, fame, or fortune, upon no other 
advantage or recommendation than of the Wauty or 
gracefulness of his person."** Among the successive 
honours showered in ridiculous abundance upon him, 
fell that^ of lord high admiral of England. With this 
office w’as connected the (iuty of appointing vice-admi- 
rals in the several counties ; ami it is probable that, per- 
sonal mofives of acquaintance or even friendship quite 
ai)art, the name of Eliot was instantly suggested to the 
young favourite, as one that claimed on every ground a 
promotion of this sort. He possessed one of the largest 
paternal estates of any gentleman of the time, ami had 
the command of much influence in his own and the 
neighbouring county. Accordingly we find that the 
lapse of a short time after that which saw Villiers pro- 
moted to tlie office of lord high admiral, saw Eliot made 

This IS oviiiont from 11k* Kliol TainTg, US. 

” 1 av.iil n i-if oi iliL* o])pnrtuiiit> whirh the mention of this name 
allonls nu', to itMinml the reader th.it sir 'riiomas ()\etbury, .searcely 
romeniheral tint tor his misfortiines, i-* ilescrx ihk ol a I etter and more 
gr.itetui remniiltraiice He was an acroiiiphshed griiolnr, ami adorned 
literature In iii.iiu delieate wnliiiKs. Some |ia*sa<*(‘s in rhe “ Witty ('ha- 
racters” anpendeil to his poem of “ I'lie Wife,” arc ijiiile unequalled lor 
simplicity and Kenileness. 

History ot the Kcbelliun, folio ed. vol. I p. 9. 
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vice-admiral of Devonshire. He was also appointed 
chairman of the committee of stannaries — of his ihftiea 
in which office he has left a manuscript report — and, 
at the same time, ho received knighthood. 

In accordance with the desperate and unwearied 
spirit of misrepresentation I have already liad so many 
occasions to allude to, the political enemies of this il- 
lustrious pt*rson have seized on tl^ change in his estate, 
to attribute it to those vile and vulgar motives, which 
alone they would seem to he acquainted with. Kchard 
leads the way, connecting it, most unfortunately for 
his purpose, with the incident of Moyle.^ After giving 
the false account, formerly quoted, of that youthful 
anecdote, the archdeacon proceeils ; And now, sup- 
posing he had perfected his revenge, he immediately 
hastened to London to address himself to his sure friend 
the duke of Buckingham, in order to get his i)ardon : 
which, tg his great disappointment, he could not obtain 
witliout advancing a considerable sum of money into the 
exchequer. But as soon as his pardon was sealed, and 
the money paid, he receivetl intelligence that Mr. 
Moyle was unexpectedly recovered, llpon tlfe happy 
assurance of this, he again applied himself to the duke, 
to procure the repayment of the money ; but that being 
swallowed up in the occasions of il)c court beyond any 
recovery, all that he could obtain in lieu of it was to 
be knighted : which, though it mi‘»ht have allayed the 
heat of his ambition, was so heinously taken at tlie 
hands of a person once his €*qual, that after that he 
never ceased to he his mortal enemy, hut helped to 
blow up such a flame in the house as was never extin- 
guished.” Tliis monstrous account, which 1 have ex- 
tracted partly for the amusement of the reader, has 
found its believers in the present day.'-^ It is idle to 
waste w^ords on its refutation. At the period when, it 
is thus hardily asserted, the assassin Klidl hurried up 

> Echard’s History, p. 421-. 

“ See Mr. I )* Israeli's Corninentaric9, vol. ii. p 270. —a passage which 
has not j et been retracted. 
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to his friend the dulce, to crave protection from the 
laws he had outraged, that assassin” was but ahoy, 
and the " duke ” plain George Villiers, with less power 
than his pretended suppliant. 

Hut the inconsistencies of the candid historians’’ 
and commentators” do not end here. Mr. D’lsracli, 
who adopts the ridiculously false statement just quoted, 
has attempted to corra^)orate it by the production of a 
letter written in the year 162,3 to the duke.* That is 
to say, he adopts the statement that sir John repaid the 
protection and the knighthood given' him by the duke 
with immediate and violent hostility ; and proposes to 
corroborate that, by producing a letter written in cour- 
teous and deferential <eriiis, by sir ilohn to the duke, 
soinei^ionsiderahlc time after the ])eriod of the knight- 
hood. 3'he gross folly of this is apparent. 1 pass tliat, 
however, to consider the letter, and the position at- 
tempted to be established by its means, namely, that 
in 162.3 we find sir John a suppliant to, and at least a 
complimentary admirer of, tlic minister, and only two 
years after, in 1625, Eliot made his first personal 
attack on that minister, his late j>atron and friend, 
whom he then selected as a victim of state.” - 

^Vith respect to the first part of this charge, the 
answer is short and obvious. 3'he letter is not written 
in sir ifohn’s personal character, but as vice-admiral of 
Devonshire, to the lord high admiral of England. 
I'his is admitted even, in another place, by the author 
of the charge himself. * The office cf vice-admiral had 
])roved extremely troublesome to sir John, involving 
him in many disputes concerning the wrecks (5n the 
coast, and saddling him with the expenses of various 
trials.^ Rather than submit to these, it would appear 
that, in one instance, Eliot preferred to subject himself to 
the inconveniences of arrest. ITnder such circumstances 

• ComiiuMitaru's, vol. ii. p. 270. Pamphlet, p. 6. 

^ C'oiiiiiM'iitarii't, vol. II p. 270 

^ .St>r ('oiiiinons' JoiimaU, 27th of February, lb2.3; and again, 2d of 
March in the same } ear. 





^IR JOHN ELIOT. 

it was most natural that he should seek some reparation 
for the injuries he had undergone in support of the 
office and rights of the duke of Buckingham. For 
this purpose the letter in question was written ; its 
tone is cxpostulatoryj and, courteous as its terms ai^, it 
is even deficient in those elaborately complimentary 
phrases which were considered due, in that age, to the 
ceremonious observances of letter- writing. It is as 
follows. 

Right honourable, — With Avhat affection T have 
served your grace, I desire rather it should be read in 
my actions than my words, which made me sparing in 
my last relation to touch those dilticultics wherewith my 
letters have been checkt, that they might the more 
fully speak themselves. I ahall not avek to gloa-s them 
mWy but, as they have been, leave them to your grace s 
acceptance, which 1 pretiame so noble, that scandal or 
detractioif cannot decline it. It were an injury of your 
worth, which 1 dare not attempt, to hminiate the 
opinion of any merit by false colours or pretences, or 
with hard circumstances to endear my labolfrs, and 
might beget suspicion, sooner than assurance in your 
credit, which I may not hazard. Mg innocenco^ I hope, 
needs not these ; nor would I shadow the. least errour 
under your protection. But when my services have 
been faithful, and not altogether vain, directed truly to 
the honour and benefit of vour plaoi:, only suffering 
upon the disadvantage of your absence, 1 must import 
tune your grace to support iny weakness, that it may 
cause no prejudice of your rights and liberties, which 
I have studied to preserve, though with the loss of 
mine own. My insistance therein hath exposed me to 
a long imprisonment and great charge, which still in- 
ereaseth, and threatens the ruin of my poor fortunes, if 
they be not speedily prevented. For which, as my 
endeavours have been wholly yours, 1 most humbly 
crave your grace’s favour both to myself and them ; in 
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which I am devoted. Your grace's thrice humble 
sett^ant. J. Eliot.” 

Novemb. 8. 1623.”^ 

Mow^ not a single expression in this letter is incon- 
sistent with the construction which I have placed on it, 
or justly appropriate to any other constfuction. The 
complimentary phras^;s fall evidently short, jof the no- 
torious custom of the time. I am, indeed, surprised at 
the bareness of tlie language, considering the year in 
which it was written. Buckingliam had just then 
managed to conciliate the country party and was be- 
spattered with praise in all directions. The people, freed 
from the ])olitical paniis that had been caused by the pros- 
pecti^f the Spanish match, in the suddenness of the escape 
showered applauses on the masked duke ; and sir Edward 
Coke, leading the opposition in the house of commons, 
was betrayed shortly after into the very professional 
hyperbole of calling him the saviour of his country.” * 
Ilad the terms of Kliots letter, therefore, been most 
adulatory, there would have existed little cause for won- 
der : wV* .see that they arc not so. Whether the letter 
was answerejl or not, appears uncertain ; but the ac- 
quaintance of the parties did not cease here, as I shall 
have occasion to indicate hereafter.-* One word more 
oil tins subject. Mr. U'lsraeli, alluding to the date 
of this letter, calls it "the close of 1523*'’,*’ which 
would intimate that parliament had already commenced 
its sitting ; and then goes on to tell his readers, that 
the patriotism of Eliot was a " political revolution, 
which did not happen till two years after he had been 

1 Cabala, i-d. 100,3. pp 41‘i, 4I;3. Ttlio italics arc my own. They show 
the independence ut spirit which breaks through even this official com- 
plaining. 

- In ih<* s.ime volume of letters — the ** Cabala*’— p. S'lO is a letter to the 
duke troin u staunch and unslandered patriot, sir Robert I'hilips, on winch 
a preciM'ly similar charge to this we are now discussing might he as easily 
Ibuniled. Had Mr. D’ Israeli ovcriookt'd this? He admits Phili]i8 to have 
been, cinph.itically, an independent country gentleman. 

•* ('Kircndon, Hi-,t vol. i. ji. 7. 

^ At the duke’s death a suit pciidcd between them, and accounts still 
unsettled. F.liot M.SS 

5 Coniinentarles, vol. ii. p. 272. 
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a suppliant to tiiis very minister.” ^ This is most un. 
true. The letter was written in the eighth inontll of 
(old style), two months before the assembling of 
parliament ; and in that parliament the voice of Eliot 
was heard, in stirring accents of honest patriorism. 
Though none of his speeches at this period have been 
preserved in tjie parliamentary histories, 1 am prepared 
to prove, i^rom the journals of tl^c house of commons, 
and from manuscript records, that no political revo- 
lution” ever occurred in his life ; that he was consistent 
from the first ; that his eloquence was often exerted in 
that last assembly of James's reign, and never but in 
support of the great party for whose rights and privi- 
leges he afterwards suffered deatl^ 

A few words may here l)e allowed to me, oi^ tlie 
aspect of jmblic affairs at the meeting of this parlia- 
ment, which introduced Eliot to public life.- 1 shall 
alw\ays avoid, in these biographies, matters of general 
history of character, except so far as may be needed in 
illustration of individual conduct, or of those particular 
questions which called forth its distinctive energies. 
That individual conduct shall also be limited,%s much 
as possible, to tin* subject of each life. Thus, in the 
present instance, J have nothing to do with the great 
men who laboured in the same cause with Eliot, ex- 
cept as their general policy and characteristics illus- 
trate his exertions. I have nothing to do with the great 
questions they agitated, except in so far as they called 
forth his individual energies: what remains will be 
noticed in other biographies ; nor shall 1 seek in vain 
the ojjportunity of observing upon any great incident 
of this great era of statesmanship. The first object will 
in all cases be, to carry light and life into general his- 
tory, by particular details of character. 

The ignominious defeat of the elector palatine by 
Spinola, and the circumstances which ouglit especially 
to have induced James to render assistance to his weak 

' CommtMitar los, vol. \i. p. 227. * 

Fur a sketch ul the preceding {/arl laments, see the biography ul' Straf. 
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but unfortunate son-in-law, belong to history,^ ' In not 
dokig so, he subjected himself to the derision of Eu- 
rope 2, and to the self-reproach (if he were able to have 
felt it) of having sacrificed the noblest opportunity of 
making himself popular in his own nation, and honoured 
every where, as the asserter of civil and religious liberty. 
But he was bound in the fetters of Spain, and had set 
his foolish heart on^ match for the prince with the 
infanta. This was a politic bait thrown out by that 
wily country, and greedily seized by the king. It w^as 
intended as a means of dragging the pusillanimous 
James into the league with the house of Austria, for 
oppressing the protestants, and invading the liberties of 
Germany. It succeeded. The people of England saw 
thei ^brother protestants abroad hunted down by tyrants; 
they saw the evangelical league broken and discomfited 
by the Roman catholic union ; themselves made parties 
to the wrong which they abhorred, and enemies to that 
holy cause of freedom and of conscience, on Vhich, at 
home, they had staked all. Discontent rose to a fright- 
ful pitch, and the person of the king was even threat- 
ened.'* ^Vt this moment the tide of affairs Avas suddenly 
turned ; and the man who had resisted the outcries of 

’ Sfe the various lusfr)neii T)r I.inj^ard has trratiul flit? subject very 
fullv. Sec also >omc alile roasoiiinj' on the jjcner.il question in Jtolini'. 
hroUe’s Heinarks, |)p 'J.So— >e)'* Sv<i edit Mr. nnwli * h.i.s htated the de- 
ments of eoiidiK’t with appropriate lufterness 'I'liere .ire also 

M»iiie\er> imiioi taut comiiiunKMlions relative to this ui lord Hardwicke's 
St.ite Papers, in the sceoiid \oliuiie ol Soinei s’ 'i'l .ids, Ijy Scott ; and ui 
Hrm ell’s KtiniUar J.ctters. .See Kushworth, vol. i. pp 7d— 11,} ; Ilacket’s 
F.ifeol Willi.uus, lle\lin’s Liteori.aud; and .S.uinderson's James 1 Mr. 
D'lsrach’a “ Sccri’t History of the Spanish Mateli ” is very pleastint and 
uij;eiiious See alM> Huger Coke’s “ i)etertioii,” a very honest book, if we 
set as.de its pl.igjansms 

Kroin a cunoiKs volume, entitled “ Tiiith brought to Light,” we learn 
that. 111 Planders, they presented in their coinedie.s messengers bringing 
news that England was ready to send a hundred thoiiK.md tin/hassadoj s to 
the a.ssistance of the pahitinate “ And they pictured the king in one 
place With a scabbard wdhniit a sw-onl, in anotlier place, with a sword that 
nobody could draw, thoiigli divers persons stood pulling at it. In HruxeTs 
they painted him with his pix^kets hanging out, and never a penny in 
them, and his purse turned upside down. In Antwerp they pictured the 
queen of Hobemin like a pnor Irish mantlcr, with her hair hanging about 
her ears, and lier eliihl at her baek, with the king, her father, currying tlic 
cradle after her TrulA brought to Light Introduction. 

See a eurious tract, ” Tom Tell Irutli,” in the second volume of 
Somers’ Collection 
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an insulted nation, yielded to the peevish complaints of 
a haughty and offended minion. • 

Jealousy of Bristofs negotiations had resolved Buck- 
ingham to carry the prince to Spain ; jealousy of the 
wily archbishop Williams now induced him to wish 4br 
home. Moreover, he had been neglected in that stately 
country, not to.say insulted, for his levity and profligate 
bearing. A.deadly jealousy had aljp risen between him 
and the Spanish minister, Olivarez ; and he began to 
feel that, in proportion as the edifice of his power was 
lofty, it was unstable. He saw an expedient for se- 
curing it on a wider and more solid basis, and straight- 
way seized it. He effected a rupture, and hurried the 
prince home, whither the welcon^ news of this new 
policy had travelled before, securing them an en- 
thusiastic welcome. The unaccustomed acclamations 
wafted a new .sense into the all-grasping soul of Buck- 
ingham ; and, resolving to try the game of t>atrlQtism, 
he forced file king to summon a parliament. He threw 
himself into the arms of the (deceived) popular party, 
and drove the unhappy James from his boasted “ king- 
craft,** into a declaration of war against Spain. ^ • 

The parliament assembled, with hopes never before 
entertained. The dissolution of the Spanish treaty was 
justly considered a great national deliverance; and the 
favourite of James, who had disrobed him of his in- 
glorious mantle of peace, was now the favourite of the 
nation. At this extraordinary juncture, Eliot took his 
seat in the house of commons. It has been asserted by 
Wood - and others, that he sat in the previous parliament; 
but this is certainly a mistake. He was returned now 
for the first time, with Mr. Richard Estcourt, for the 
borough of Newport, in Cornwall. 

And now, from the first moment of his public life, 

* The keenest dissection, as it appears to me, of the conduct of Buck 
ingham and the prince, throughout the whole of this Spatiish affair, will 
be found in a work very recently published in the present senes,— llUtory 
of Kngland, vol. iv , contin jed from sir James Mackintosh 
- Wood is seldom to be relied on in any d/ite, except those which are 
furnished by the Oxford books ; —lord Nugent has inaccurately adopted 
his btatcinent that Eliot sat in the parliament of 1621. 

VOL. II. C • 
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his patriotism began, — not from pique, or a spirit of 
o^osition — for as yet he had no opponents, save those 
of his religion and his country. For be it ever re- 
membered, that, in that day, politics were necessarily 
anil intimately connected with religious doctrine. The 
llomish cause was the cause of the oppressor, while the 
protestant was* that of the 'oppressed ; ^nd the English 
constitutional party §aw no chance for good government, 
save in a root-and-branch opposition to the Homan ca- 
tholic faith. Their cause of freedom at home was 
weakened by the success of popish Jtyranny abroad ; and 
the great struggle going on between the protestant 
patriots of Bohemia, and the various Homan catholic 
powers leagued in extensive confederacy against them, 
seeeied a not improbable shadowing forth of the future 
destiny of the popular party in England. So thought 
the leaders of this parliament, — the greatest and the 
knowingest auditory,” as a political adversary called 
them, that this kingdom, or perhaps the world, af- 
forded* and so they acted, confirming that great 
reputation. 

EliA. at once distinguished himself, and was received 
as a leader of the country party. 1 have been at some 
pains to trace his conduct through this parliament, for 
it has not been mentioned by any historian ; whilst ad- 
vantage has iKien taken of the silence, to bear out the 
assertion of his having been, at this period, a mere un- 
distinguished subserver to the duke of Buckingham. 
We shall see how far this is just. 

The parliament met on the 12th of February, 16’23. 
It was adjourned, however, until the 19th, when the 
speech was delivered, and the house further adjourned 
until the 23d. The three following days were occupied 
in arranging conferences with the lords, respecting the 
duke’s intended Narrative.” On the 27th, Eliot arose. 
It was the Earliest day of the session, and it was his first 
appearance in the house. He declared at once the cause he 
bad entered to sustain; and, putting aside, as subordinate, 

1 Hackct*6 Life of Williams, p. HA 
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even the all-engrossing question of the war^ raised his 
voice for certain ancient privileges of the nation.* On the 
1st of March, he spoke on the question of the Spanish 
treaties, in the high strain of popular feeling. He 
alluded to war, as that which alone will secure ^d 
repair us ; " and recommended the setting out of a fleet 
by those peualtics the papists and tecusants have 
already incurred-, — means which would have been 
especially odious to the court. But Eliot never waited 
to trim his propositions by the court fashion, even in its 
popular days, and we never discern in him the bated 
breath, or the whispering humbleness. On that oc- 
casion, also, he seems to have resented the long and 
vacillating negotiations of the kiufi; and his secretaries. 
“ Fitter for us to do than to speak,'' he said, and i*ost 
justly said, at that crisis. On the 8th of the same 

month, he opposed a hasty decision with respect to the 
king's answer at Theobald’s.'^ It was not satisfactory, 
owing to the inimediateness of its demand for supplies. 
He had been appointed one of the deputation ; and, 
alluding to many strange reports," since their return, 
he moves to have some time each to take copies, and 
then to deliberate and advise.”'* This he carried. 
On the 11th, he went up to the lords, on this same 
subject, with some of the great leaders of the house — 
Philips, Selden, Coke, Rudyard, Saville, Stroude — to 
confer with them about his majesty’s estate."*'^ This 
conference elicited an assurance from the treasurer, the 
following day, of “ his majesty's resolution to call 
parliaments oft, to make good laws, and redress public 
grievances." From this may be well inferred the nature 
of the previous day’s remonstrance from Eliot and his 
friends. Nor did this plausible assurance put those 
faithful men off their guard. They answered the trea- 
surer, that we had no doubt here yesterday, as among 

• 

^ Commons' Joiinuils, Feb. 27. 11)23. 

^ Journals of th.it date. 

3 See the answer, Pari. Hist. vol. vi, p. 92. edit. 1763. 

* Commons' Journals, March 8. 1623. 

* Ibid. March 11. 1623. 

c 2 
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the lords. We fittest to relieve the king's particular 
B^nts^ when we have enabled the subjects to do it, by 
removing their grievances.'** An explanation of the 
disputed passages in the answer was subsequently given, 
Bilth as satisfied the house. 

In the same spirit were all Eliot's speeches in the 
matter of this Spanish war. Fie never supported it but 
for the promotion qf the popular cause, ai)4 always ac- 
companied his approbation of the measure with an 
avowal of those greater ulterior objects, which he felt it 
ought to accomplish. I need not go through. the nume- 
rous minutes of the journals, in which his name appears 
at this time. II is attention to the business of debate, 
as to the committcfs, must have been most arduous, 
siivc it was unremitting. Besides the great number of 
private bills, in the mansq^ement of which his name 
appears, he took part in all public questions ; lent his 
aid to the best legal reforms ; and generally formed one 
in the more learned committees a])pointed to consider 
disputed questions on the privileges of the universities.^ 
lie opposed always, with watchful jealousy, any attempt 
to move from the constitutional usages of the house; 
and when the ministers proposed, through sir Guy 
Palmer, to have a committee to draw a bill for the 
continuance of all bills the next session in statu quo, 
that they might so husband time,” — the name of Eliot 
was found successfully opposed to this, in connection 
with his friends, Philips, Coke, and Digges.’* He was 
unceasing in his exertions against monopolies'*; and in 
reminding the house of the petitions — those stinging 
petitions,” as the king used bitterly to call them — '^not 
to be forgotten against recusants^;” but, when duty to 
the cause permitted it, he never pressed the letter of 

' Conjmons’ Journals, IVIarrh 12. 1SJ3. 

^ Ibui pasxtm. He was also very active in endc:ivourinK to set 
the grants of, ovin lands on a IrettiT footing. Many istances will be 
found of his r s in respect to the iinivcr'iilic thiM.vi'se of the 

Wadhain and M.igdakMi Colleges ; and he is olYen assoc ated with Coke, 
Philips, nnd (j)ios, in the iurwarding of Cornish private bills, 
t'onunons’ Joiinial!i, April i.U lti24. 

^ Ibiil. April 7. Ii’'e4. 

* Ibid Apiiia 1624. 
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offence against any offender. Humanity came in rescue 
of the strictness of his judgments. When some of the 
popular party pushed hard against the under-sheriff of 
Cambridge^ for a misdemeanor at the election, Eliot 
humanely interceded. He suggested that the custurly 
the sheriff had already undergone, and the expenses he 
had been put to^ were surely sufficient punishment, and 
recommendc^l his immediate dismissal. The ever true 
and able sir Robert Philips seconded the suggestion. 
In no single respect can the enemies of Eliot taunt him 
with his conduct in this session ; nor will they dare 
hereafter to use their equally dangerous weapon, the 
imputation of his silence, to prove that his patriotism 
was sluggish or inactive, or moving only at the will of 
others. ^ 

After the most anxious search, I can hnd no allusion 
from Eliot, respecting Buckingham, which indicates a 
feeling of any sort. His silence on this head is indeed 
remarkable* as the lauded name of the duke was then 
most frequently on the lips of other popular members; 
and yet, that it did not proceed from any viiuiictive 
feeling at an abrupt cessation of intercourse, 1 flunk 1 
am enabled to prove. From a minute of the journals 
of the house, it ap))ears that, on one of the debates re- 
specting the Spanish treaties, some ]>rivate letters of the 
duke of Buckingham were referred to, whereupon Eliot 
stated that he had that morning seen those letters. This 
is specially entered in the journals.^ No other member 
makes the remotest allusion to having setMi them. This 
appears to me to offer a fair presumption tliat Eliot still 
continued to meet Buckingham in private intercourse. 
If this is admitted, then the amiable theory of those 
writers who have concluded that the letter to the duke, 
previously quoted, was the last of a series of unanswered 
applications, and that, from the time of its date, a vindic- 

• 

I Corntnonit’ Journals, April 1. 1624. In no other place do I find the 
smallest allusion tn ItuckiiiKham, nut even at the el. sc of the Spanish 
business, when thanks were moved by Kliot to the prince, the king, and 
to God," for the result of the deliberations. Commons' Journals, April 24. 
1624. 
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ti ve feelinjj; liad been awakcneil in the breast of the ofFende'd 
witer^ — that Eliot’s patriotism, in fact, was altogether 
a personal pique at Buckingham — has received another 
blow, prostrate as it was before. 

•A.nd another, should any one chance to think ano- 
ther necessary, remains to be inflicted. In this par- 
liament a ([ue^tion arose, on which I have discovered 
the note of a speech by Eliot, which coulcl never have 
been delivered by him, if his character liad not rested 
clearly free from all imputations of personal dependence 
or political subserviency. It occurred in a debate at the 
close of the very period fixed by our modern 

commentators, from which to date their obstinate accus- 
ations. At that perjpd, several committcH\s were sitting 
on^he various courts of justice, to investigate complaints 
agjiinst their inal-administration. Among many petitions 
presented to the house in consequence of these com- 
mittees, was one from tiie wife of a j)erson named Grys, 
com])laining of wrongs she had suffered frofli tlie court 
of chancery, and appealing against the long delays of 
that court. To this petition sir Edward (Joke objected. 
The If^yor stood in tile way of the redresser of griev- 
ances. He told the house that the w'oman was half rlis- 
tracted ; that the wrong she complained of occurred in 

Egerton’s time that he was now gone ; and that it 
was a most unusual thing to conqdain against tlic dead. 
After some discussion, it was at last resolved that the 
grievance in question, with others, should be argued by 
counsel before a sub-committee. This sub-committee 
was then about to be cliosen, when sir John Eliot rose. 
H • spoke, as w^as his custom ever, in concern for the 
wrongs of the oppressed. He warned the house to be 
careful in their choice, for he knew of what vast im- 
portance it was that the cries of the vexed subject** 
should be heard by unbiassed men. He implored them 
to have a special care’* that its members should “ have 

' Mr D’lsracli {passim '^ ; vhosc suggestions on this subject have been 
lately adopted by a distiiiguished writer. See {Quarterly Review, Nu. 94. 
p. 471. 
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no dependence upon men in place ; he sugpjested that 
it would be Ixjtter to have no lawyers upon it ; thaWit 
were more just to have countrymen, that have no de- 
pendence.” ^ There are few who will disagree with me 
in thinking, that these are not the words of a follower 
of Buckingham. That they should have been spoken 
by one, wlio laboured under the very od^um of what he 
so earnestly condemned, is, to a monstrous degree, im- 
probable. SJot on that occasion, n*or on any other, did 
his opponents in the house dare to hint such a charge. 
I find the patriotic old lawyer replying to this earnest 
appeal, with a statement of great inconveniences in 
having such a sub- committee,” and an entreaty to '^have 
it well considered of — but not a word of reproach on 
the motives of Eliot. 

Jt is necessary that I should now advert to the terms 
on which Eliot and his friends in this parliament con- 
sented to furnish supplies for the Spanish war. On the 
gross abufil of these supplies, their subsequent bitter op- 
position was most justly founded. 

Their earnest desire to see James’s mean subserviency 
to Spain at once destroyed, never for an instant ddinded 
them to the serious consequence of pressing the people by 
heavy subsidies. Nine bundled thousand pounds had 
been demanded. They granted three hundred thousand; 
promising more, if, in the right prosecution of the 
contest, more should become necessary. Over and over 
again they distinctly stated, that the country was not in 
a condition to hazard a general war ; and, by many sharp 
stipulations, they restricted hostilities to one object, spe- 
cific and defined, ^fliey seem, indeed, to have had 
some reason, before the final arrangement, to suspect the 
gross duplicity- which had been jiractisi'd on them by 
Buckingham, and to have resolved to defend their own 
policy at all events. They declared, that lhair object, 
in so earnestly promoting war, was the recovery of the 
Palatinate, and that alone: that hostilities with Spain^ 

J Commons’ Joirnals, Man h 17 1C23. 

“ Ihis will bo alluded to shortly. 

c 4 
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therefore^ were to be entered into, only in so far as that 
bmnch of the house of Austria was expected to assist 
the others in retaining the territory of the elector pala- 
tine. Nothing could be more distinct than their stipu- 
lations on this point. They were recognised before the 
death of James. No war with Spain was proclaimed, 
though correspondence with its court was broken ; and 
when Mansfield received his commission, with twelve 
regiments, for the sAvice of the Palatinate* he was re- 
quired not to make any invasion, or do any act of war 
against the country or dominion," of the king of Spain.^ 
How far this first condition was preserved, we shall 
shortly liave occasion to see. Another condition there 
was, proposed by the king himself, that in order to 
insure the application of the grant to the purposes sought 
to be attained, it should be paid into the hands of com- 
missioners, appointed by the house, who should expend 
the money upon that business alone, for which it was 
granted.^ The rupture of peace was no headlong enter- 
pr^e, plunged into by the parliamentary leaders, without 
regard to the issue, or the means of its attainment. ’* 
Meatwhile, during these negotiations, no popular 
grievance was lost sight of. Up to this x>criod, a 
couplet familiar in the common mouth had embodied 
the history of parliaments ; 

'* Many faults complained of, ftew things mended, 
jk subsidy grant^, the parliament ended.” 


^ Hushworth, vol. i. pp. Ii3k3, 154. 

3 lluine calls this ** uiiproccdcnted in an English monarch.” (Vol. v. 
p. OR.) But though the practice had certainly then become unusual, it was 
common at a former period of English history. S.-e Rrodie’s Hist, of 
Britl^h Empire, vol ii. p. 39 That the king pro))oseil tliis, however, 
under compulsion by his new tyrant Buckingham, and as a mere trick to 
deceive the commons, was soon evident. To the astoin!>hinent of all, on 
aceeptiiig the suliKulies, he used this language: — “ I desire you to under, 
stand, that I must have a faithful secret rouncil of war, which must not 
be ordered by a multitude, tor so my denigns may be diseuvercil before 
hand. One penny of this money shall not be bestowed but in sight of your 
committees; but whether I shall send 2,(HH) or I0,(XK), whether by sea or 
by liiid, east dir west, by diversion or otherwise, by invasion upon the 
Bavarian or the emperor, you must leave that to your king.” An ingenioiis 
methofi of rendering the check iic had before submitted to for tile purpose 
ot procuring a liberal grant, void and efl’cctless. 

^ Commons* Journals, an^ 1 arl. Hist, pas^m. 
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With the exception of the subsidy bill of 1621^ no bill 
had been allowed to pass for the space of thirteen years. 
Legislation was now at last resumed. Measures were 
passed to reform many grievances in the law^ and in 
prevention of vexatious prosecutions. Their Igng 
counsels^ which had been weather>bound^ came to a 
quiet road, and their vessel was lighted of statutes which 
are of immortal memory.” ^ The greatest of all these 
was that A^iich abolished monopt)lies for the sale of 
merchandise, or for using any trade. It was nobly 
drawn up by Coke, Eliot, Philips, and other members, 
as a mere declaratory statute, reciting that sucli mo- 
nopolies were already contrary to the ancient and fun- 
damental laws of the realm. It was there supposed,” 
says Hume, “ that every subject of England had emire 
power to dispose of his own actions, provided he did 
no injury to any of his fellow subjects ; and that no 
prerogative of the king, no power of any magistrate, 
nothing 19bt the authority alone of laws, could restrain 
that unlimited freedom.” Following upon this mea- 
sure, and of an importance no less great, came the im- 
peachment of the lord treasurer Middlesex. For two 
centuries, — with the single exception of the case of 
Bacon, too feeble to fix, with any certainty, the prece- 
dent, — that grand constitutional right had lain dormant. 
It was now asserted with eagerness by the commons, 
and promoted hotly by Buckingham, who had long 
hated the growing independence of the power of Mid- 
dlesex, and as his caprice had raised him from ob- 
scurity, now turned to hunt him to disgrace. In vain 

1 Hacket’s Scriiiia lleacrata (I/ifcof Williams), part i. p. 200. lie goes 
on, ill his fashion, to say — ** The voiers all wont onu way, as a Odd of 
wheat IS lit'iided that 's blown with a gentle galo. one aiirl all ; ” which 
nrnvcs that quaint old gentleman to have been a reader of Beaumont and 
Fletcher — 

• • • And the tioople. 

Against their nature, are all bent for him ; 

And like a field of standing corn, that 's niovetl 
With a stiff gale, their heads bow all one way.” 

Philaster. 

2 History, vol. v. pp. 98, 99. See also lord Coke, on the subject of this 
great act, ti Inst. 181. 
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the shrewdness of Janies remonstrated, — " By God, 
St|nny, you are a fool, and will shortly repent this 
folly ; and will find that, in this fit of popularity, you 
are making a rod with which your own breech will be 
scourged.” In vain he turned to the prince, and, with 
a bitterness of prophecy, like that of Bacon to Mid- 
dlesex Remember that a parliament will come !”), 
told him that fie would live to have Bis belly full of 
parliamentary impeJbhmcnts.” • The commons were 
suffered to proceed. They proved the guilt of the lord 
treasurer-; and rescued from the disuse “of centuries, 
and beyond the chance of recall, a vital parliamentary 
right against future ministers of the crown. 

James never forgave this. Hacket tells us that, in 
reference to the matt?r, he was quipt every day with 
ignominious taunts, that the kind correspondencies be- 
tween him and the parliament began to have a cloud 
over them.”'^ There were other causes besides this. 
Further grievances remained to be discusse/f, and the 
house had entered upon them with unwearying zeal. The 
king then gave them to understand, that though they were 
to appln redress to some known grievances, they W'ere 
not to go on seeking after more ; and shortly afterwards, 
in discontent, prorogued them.** He had failed in the 
object of his concessions. He fancied they would have 
put him in possession of more money and more power. 

He let fall some flowers of his crown,” says the 
quaint Hacket, “ that they might gather them up ; 


1 Claronclon, Hist. p. I’O. 

- See the protvediiiK-s in the Pari Hist, Carte thought him clearly 
guilty, p liri It appears also that Nicholas Ferrar, a most conscientious 
ju'rsoii, was one ot his tour ardent aci’uscrs. Wordsworth’s Kcclosiastical 
Kiograpliy, vol. iv. See jiUo Llailam, vol i. p oOH CKireiidon, Hacket, 
and otiiors, consider him to have been usimI as a sacrilice to Itiickinghain’s 
resontinent Eliot acted on all the coimnittec!. of iJii'i impeachment, with 
Sand>s, Diggcs, Piulip'^, Wentworth, Pym, &c. See Journals, AprillS. 
itc. tSC 

•* Lite 111 ' William, part i. pp. iHf), PK). 

^ See Pari. Uisl. vol. vi. p. ]2S. iVc. Intimation having then gone 
abroad, ol the now treaty of inarri.igu carrying on at Paris, the coinnions 
had sent up what the king railed a “ stinging*pctilton’* against the papists. 
See Kiishworth, vol, i. p. 140. et srq. ; ako Kogcr Coke’s Detection, vol. i. 
p. 18.). Nothing could exceed the present duplicity ot the king and Ins 
succe&iior uu this subject. 
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which, indeed, was no more than defluvium pennaruniy 
the moulting of some feathers, after which the eagle 
would fly the better.” ^ Much to the astonishment and 
disgust of the eagle in question, however, measures 
which had for their object the clipping of his wivgs, 
the effectual marring of his royal flights, had appeared 
to be ripening daily. Under these circumstances, on 
the 29th of October, 1624, the day to which the par- 
liament had been prorogued, the parliament was finally 
dissolved. 

The death of James, sudden and mysterious, fol- 
lowed close upon this event ; and the house of commons 
was almost instantly challenged to a contest by his ill- 
advised successor. They had prepared themselves for 
it by their exertions of die last live and twenty yg^rs. 
They had obtained little, it might be said, in respect of 
distinct enactments ; but they had fenced themselves 
round with privileges, never to be questioned more, by 
favourite^or by monarchs. They had rescued from 
disuse their ancient right of impeachment ; they had 
placed on record a protestation of their claim to debate 
all matters of public concern ; they had remonstrated 
against the usurped prerogatives of binding the subject 
by proclamation, and of levying customs at the out- 
posts ; they had secured beyond controversy their ex- 
clusive privilege of determining contested elections of 
their members.” Vast rights remained yet to be as- 
serted, oppressive wrongs to be redressed ; hut an in- 
creasing energy in the nation gave new confi‘lencc and 
strength to its representatives ; and they assembled at 
the summons of the new monarch, immediately after 
his accession, more than ever proudly watchful of pri- 
vilege, and more than ever sternly resolved on good 
government. In this parliament, which met at West- 
minster on the 18th of June, 1625, Eliot w^as again at 
his post. He took his seat with a new ccJleague, Mr. 

* Lift* of Williama, vol. i. p. 18C. 

* llallam, vol. i. p. 509. 
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Ralph Specot; for the same borough as before — that of 
Newport. 

It may be well, before we listen to the comments of 
Mr. D* Israeli, and of others from whom a more liberal 
consideration was to be expected, as to the severe con- 
duct of this parliament to their young sovereign, to 
ask whether any reasonable foundation pf confidence 
had been laid between them before their n^eting this 
day? Had any symptoms of a new and better ad- 
ministration appeared in any quarter of the government? 
Did favouritism, intrigue, or corruption, seem to have 
abated a jot of their all-governing influence at court ? 
Had oppression and injustice, even for the few little 
weeks of the new rei^n, ceased to harass the nation ? 
But^for so short a time, had the doctrine and the prac- 
tice of absolute power and monarchy imprescriptable, 
been vailed before the presence of the people, as their 
new inheritor, with admirable hypocrisy, vailed his 
crown before that people s representatives, on this day of 
their assembling ? i 

d'he answer which history gives to these questions is 
a just Warrant for the murmurs of distrust which, in 
his progress to his first parliament, already sounded in 
the ears of the monarch ; which scattered the seeds of 
disaflection in all directions; and planted bitter thorns 
in the young crown, as yet scarcely settled on the 
temples of its wearer. 

To the amazement of all, the statement made to 
James’s last parliament by Buckingham, and corrobo- 
rated by Charles, had been discovered to be one tissue 
of gross falsehoods. On that statement, it has been 
seen, the war with Spain was undertaken. We have 
Clarendon’s authority for asserting that they knew it to 
be untrue.- But yet,” says Rushworth, '^the prince 

* Charles, on the day of this parliament’s meeting, wore his crown, vail- 
ing It at the opeiftiig and the close ot his siieech, with a soleiuu and un- 
usual detei ncc 

® Clarendon, Hist, of Rebellion, vol. i. p. 19. folio ed. A reference to 
the proceedings on the mutual charges of Buckingham and Bristol, in 
Rusliiinrth’D first volume, or in the sixth and seventh volumes of the 
“ Parliamentary History,” will supply very satisfactory means of judgment 
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not only gave the testimony of his silence to these un- 
truths^ but^ on its being reported to the house the same 
day,^ approved thereof there also.'* * The inevitable 
discovery of the truth, therefore, by tlie arrival of 
Bristol, now completely shattered all the popula*lrity 
which Charles and Buckingham had acquired in the 
last reign, frofn the breach of the Spanish treaties. But 
it did morcy It inflamed displeaimre by the shame of 
imposition ; and poisoned at once those fresh springs of 
public confidence, which a new king has, as it were, a 
right to claim as his own. Nor was this all. With an 
almost indecent haste, the king had entered into a mar. 
riage with a daughter of Roman catholic France ; had 
consented to certain secret articles in the settlement of 
the marriage, in favour of her religion ; had agreed'to a 
suspension of the penal laws against the catholics ; and, 
as an earnest of his promised indulgences, had already 
granted to several Romish priests a special pardon, 
without tRe formality even of a conviction, of all offences 
committed by them against the penal laws. In fact, of 
his own inconsiderate will, he had provoked in the 
English nation that precise shame of religious suRjection, 
to avoid which they had been anxious to rush into a 
war with Spain. Nor was this the only religious wrong. 
Symptoms had shown themselves of an unholy hvthim 
episcopaUi at home. Laud's celebrated schedule of ec- 
clesiastics, branded with the letters O and P, as they 
happened to be orthodox, or suspected puritan, had 
already been discussed in the ministerial councils, and 
had heen felt also in portentous signs of that exclusive 
system of church patronage, the subsequent effects of 
which were so terrible. ^ 

This parliament, therefore, shaped their determin- 
ations accordingly. Their first efforts were directed to 


on this anrt other important points connected with the Spanish business. 
Nothing, as Mr. Hallam remarks (vol. 1 . Const Hist. p. Fdi ) ), can be more 
gratuitous, or indeed impossible, than many of Mr. Hume's assertions 
relating to them. 

I Kushworth, Hist. Coll. vol. i. p 76. etseq. ed. 1682. 

* Ibid. vol. i. pp. 167, 168. See also Laud's Diary. 
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secure the futuie safety of the people by an cnlarge- 
mAit of the basis of popular representation.* On a 
repetition of the king’s demand for supplies, Eliot and 
his friends went up to him with an address, respectfully 
and cautiously worded, promising supplies, but claiming 
the redress of grievances. The intemperate and threat- 
ening answer of the king had no effectton the steady 
purposes of these great men. They voted tonnage and 
poundage lor one year. The house of lords, disdaining 
to accept it with such a limitation, rashly rejected the 
bill. Still the commons were not alarmed. They pur- 
sued their own course calmly ; granted the king readily, 
as they had promised, two subsidies ; and were pro- 
ceeding to votes of (inquiry and censure into various 
wrt'Jigs ar\d grievances, when the plague suddenly broke 
out in London. The major part of the members ob- 
jected to continue at their post. AVhile we are now 
speaking,"' said one, the hell is tolling every minute." -^ 
An adjournment to Oxford was consequently proposed, 
and, after a vast deal of squabbling between the king 
and his two rival ministers, granted. Williams and 
liuckingham, now coming fast to an open ruptuie, could 
not but illustrate the truth of the old saying.** Just as 
the house was adjourning to Oxford, however, sir John 
Eliot, with characteristic spirit, rose and made the fol- 
lowing motion, — An order, that within three days 
after our next meeting, the house shall then be called, 
and the censure of the house to pass upon all such as 
shall then be absent." Ever true and sincere himself, 

» See Glanville’s Reports. « Ilushworth, Hist. Coll. voL i. p. 173. 

* A lively acrount (thouffh sometimes over ingenious) of this notorious 
quarrel will be found in Mr. D’lhraeb’K secret tubtory ofUie king’s lirst 
raniiHtors, “ Connnentaries” vol. i. pp y4G— 272. It wat- a l*cac}iein and 
Lwkit allair. “ Never trust,” says that excellent moralist, .Tonathan 
yVild, ‘ never trust the man who has reason to suspect you know he has 
injured you.” I'he nrchbisho]) and the duke acted with decision on this 
maxim. While tlie worthy prelate was intrifuing deeply for the duke’s 
impcachinont, the no less woithy peer was engaged in a similar plan lor 
the rum ot the bi(.hop. See Bribe’s Hist, of IJnt. Einp. vol. n. p. Bl. 
Hejlin's I.ifo of Laud, p. I’.p. Hacket's Scrinia Uescrata, part xi. 
P1‘. H>, 1 . , 1«. Uiishwoi Ih, vol. i. In all their disputes, however, 1 think Wil. 
bams has the decided advantage; and hemust have startled Buckingham not 
a httle wlu n he suddenly u hisimrcd in his grace’s ear the memorable wot d«,— 

Ao man that is mse tcUl aHow htmseifangiy with the people of England.** 
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he would consent to no adjournment which had not 
some chance, in the sincerity of others, of answering 
the end proposed.^ 

In the course of the proceedings before this adjourn- 
ment, I should mention, that 1 have observed a circubi- 
stance which seems likely to have been the origin of 
sir Thomas WjmUworth’s dislike of Elio(. A feeling of 
bitterness uijquestionably existed between them during 
the greater part of their parliamentary career.- Mr. 
DTsraeli does not fail to suggest, that Vl^entworth might 
have “ disdained the violence and turbulence of Kliot-*;” 
and he goes on to state all the malicious motives that have 
been suggested on both sides by Hackct and his hero. 
Even Mr. Hallam is betrayed, I ^hink, on this point, 
into an unworthy admission. Always jealous/'^^e 
says, speaking of Wentworth, of a rival, he contracted 
a dislike for sir John Eliot, and might suspect that he 
was likely to be anticipated by that more distinguished 
patriot ii? royal favours.”** Such a su|)position, on 
Wentworth’s part, supposes a possibility of its truth on 
Eliot’s. 1 believe the dislike to have originated in no 
such matter ; but, on the contrary, in Eliot’s keen pe- 
netration and unswerving sense of justice. I find that, 
shortly after this first parliament assembled, a dispute 
upon the validity of sir Thomas Wentworth’s return for 
the county of York came before the house. Sir John 
Saville claimed a new election. This was opposed by the 
court party, who, for reasons best known to themselves 
and the intriguing archbishop Williams, supported 
Wentworth.'* Eliot, on the other hand, supported the 

1 Commons’ .Tmirnals, July 11. 

^ One of Haeket’s clcRant sontonccs runs thus; — "Sir John Eliot of 
*thc west, and sir Thomas Wentworth of the north (the not them coik^ as 
he afterwards callb him), both in the prime of their and wits, both 
conspicuous for able s)>eakers, clashed so oftei> in the hou.se, and cudgelled 
one another with such strong contradictions, that it grew from an emu- 
lation between them to an enmity.” — Scr'mta Jteserata, 

3 Commentaries, vol li. p 27.3. 

4 Conbtitutiunal History, vol ii. p. .97. 

^ I shall have occasion to allude to these more specifirnlly in the biogra- 
phy of Strafford. Eliot is never understood to have been in any way 
connected with Saville, whose character was not of that stamp to command 
cither his public or private sympathy. His keen penetration had already 
pointed to the future earl of Strafford as a patriot who ** rather looked to 
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claims of Saville; and impressed their justice so forcibly 
oif the popular side of the house, that the election of 
Wentworth was declared void. ^ From this J date the 
hatred of the future earl of Strafford towards one whom 
n(^ court intrigue could influence, whom no friendship 
could persuade, to desert the great principles of public 
and of private justice. Wentworth was again returned ; 
thenceforward opposed Eliot whenever he was able; 
and, when that great statesman had perished in the 
cause so basely forsaken by himself, he sneered at him 
as a fantastic apparition and never ceased to spit 
forth venom to the creature Laud against his memory 
and glory. 

Sir John Eliot, however, was on the eve of illustrat- 
ing, by a more striking example, this great feature in 
his charactei. Though he still held the office of vice- 
admiral of Devonshire he felt that the time had at 
last arrived, which left him no alternative of choice, 
with reference to the lord high admiral. ^Jp to this 
period he had sustained, as is all but certain from the 
the proofs 1 have alleged, a personal intercourse with that 
nobleiiOan, and was certainly still connected with him 
in office. His duty now required that this should 
cease. His youthful companion had long been lost in 
the pampered minister of kings, his superior in office 


be won than cored fo be obdurate,” .md it is very certain that he looked 
upon the meaner lord Saville m futuro (the (lerioii of whose elevation by 
Che by is singularly niis.stated by Hume) with a still more contemptuous 
sroni But the present case was simply one of justice. What its i>rerise 
merits were, I am unable to state; but that Wentworth was capable of 
resortin;r to the mO'^t unscrupulous and disgraceful expedients in further- 
ance of his own aims,' is evident from what we know of his conduct at a 
former contest with Savillc: I allude to the election for York in ItiSl. The 
candidates were W'entworth, Savillc, and Calvert, the sccreta|y of state. 
Wentworth, having secured his own return, zealously laboured to provoke 
the treeholders against Saville, and, still apprehensive ot Calvert’s failure, 
from his knowledge of the extensive influence of his opponent, wrote to 
the secretary in these words: — ”l have heard that when sir Francis 
Oarey opposed sir Thomas Luke, in a matter of like nature, the lords of 
the council writ to sir Francis to desist 1 know my lord chancellor is very 
sensible of you in this business' a word to him, and such ajettcr would 
make an end of all.” — S/rn/ford’s State Paper vol. i. p 10. 

> C'omnioiis* Juiirnal, July 4. The motion of “ Mr Solicitor ” for coun- 
sel for Wentworth, was defeateil by a majority of thirty-niiic. Wentworth 
at a n<*w election was aram returned. 

3 Hart. Mss. 390. Letter of Mead to sir Martin Stuteville, dated 
Feb. 95. 
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was beneath him in public honesty. Both were aban- 
doned. Sir John Eliot now saw, in the speedy destruc- 
tion of Buckingham, the only destruction of that power 
behind the throne which was greater than the throne itself, 
and was daily becoming more and more fatal to the 
people.' He had at last concentred in his own person, 
and in those of his servile adherents, the most consider- 
able offices of the crown, and in his single existence 
seemed to iJe content to involve tlie question of the 
privileges of the nation. Eliot, contented also with 
that issue, buckled himself to the destruction of the 
minister with terrible earnestness. 

It is a striking tribute to the honesty of Eliot that 
the dishonest men of all parties dfjclared themselves in 
turn against him. Archbishop Williams, in his abject 
paper of apology to the king, to disclaim all connection 
" with any of the stirring men,’* declared that about 
this time ''sir John Eliot, the only men)ber that began 
to thrust Th a complaint against me^ was never out of 
my lord duke’s chamber and bosom.” - This, one of 
the cringing falsehoods of that learned divine, simply 
proves that Eliot hated sycophancy in every %hape, 
whether popular or aristocratic, and was equally oppo- 
sed to the duke, and toWilliams,the duke's mortal enemy. 
At the very moment when the lie was so hardily as- 
serted, he had been appointed one of the secret mana- 
gers to prepare an impeachment against Buckingham. 

This charge is yet scarcely so preposterous as one of 
of a similar character, belonging also to this period, 
gravely brought forward by Mr. JITsraeli. " That sir 
John Eliot,” says that writer, "was well known to the 
king, and often in the royal circle, appears by sir 

1 ** The whole power of the kingdom was grasped by his insali.-thlo hand ; 
while he both engrossed the entire coiitideiicc of his master, and held, 
invested in his single person, the most considerable offices of the rrown.’* — 
Hume’s History, vol. v. p. 137. “ Who he will advaiiee, shall tie ad. 
vaneed; and who he doth but frown uimn, must be thrown down.”— 
Strafford Papers, vol. i p. ‘28. 

2 Serinia Ke»crata, part i. This would have l)cen better guessed, as I shall 
have occasion to show, of Wentworth. Still, it would have been incorrect. 

VOL. II. D 
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John's complaint in the parliament at Oxford in l625, 
<Jf six Romish priests being lately pardoned, which the 
duke had prevailed upon the king to be done, in his 
presenca, at Hampton Court.’* Whereupon Mr. D’Is- 
i%eli concludes that Eliot, like sir Dudley Digges, was 
in fact a great servant of the duke’s.” ^ This is an 
oddly emphatic instance of perverse misrepresentation, 
or 1 would scarcely hazard the reproach of tediousness 
in refuting it. Archdeacon Echard is Mr. DTsraeli’s 
authority.- Roger Coke 1 discover to have been the 
only authority for archdeacon Echard. I quote the 
original passage. When th.^ parliament met at Ox- 
ford ” (says Coke, plagiarising a previous statement by 
Hacket), “ the spej^or had no sooner taken his chair but 
aawestern knight enlarges the sense of his sorrow that 
he had seen a pardon for six priests bearing test J uly 
12.; whereas but the day before it, when they were to part 
from Westminster, the lord keeper had i)romised in the 
king’s name before them all, that the rigoui* against the 
priests should not be deluded.” Oldmixon, quoting 
this account, makes the western knight sir Robert 
Philips of Somersetshire, and quotes it correctly 
enough.-* The archdeacon, on the othei hand, takes 
for granted tha* the western knight must have been sir 
John Eliot of Cornwall ; and, with his usual incorrect- 
ness, coupling the passage with a few words that go 
before it, stating that the king had signeil the pardon 
in the presence and by the influence of Buckingham, 
tortures it into what Mr, D’ Israeli has adopted. 
And Mr. D’ Israeli consummates the series of misre- 
presentations by supporting upon their authority a 
charge of sycophancy against Eliot ! I have now to 
state that whatever demerit attaches to the circumstance 
must be removed from Eliot, and from Philips also ; 
for that the western knight " who enlarged the 

* Commentaries, vol. ii p. 272. 

s tik'hara’s History, folio ed p. ^ 23 ,. 

3 Hogcr Coke’s Detection, vol. i. p. 232. ed. 1694. But see also Scrinla 
Reserata, i>art i. 

4 Oldmixon’s History, p. 78. cd. )7^. 
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sense of his sorrow ” was sir Edward Gyles, one of the 
the Cornish members. ^ • 

p]liot had more stirring game in hand. Scarcely had 
the parliament reassembled at Oxford when secret in- 
telligence reached him that the loan of ships which hid 
been promised to the king of France, at the close of 
the late reign,, for the purpose of employment against 
the Spanish, interest in Italy and, the Valtoline, had 
been perverted, by the deliberate treachery of Bucking- 
ham and his minion the king, to the use of the French 
catholics against the huguenots of Rochelle. - He 
saw and seized his opportunity. He hurried down to the 
the house, and implored them to grant no further sup- 
plies, for that there were heavy g^evances to be con- 
sidered. Charles having heard this, summoned tHe 
houses to meet him at the great hall in Christ Church, 
to convince them of the necessity of considering his 

> ComimiTiM.1niirii»Is, let of August Broilie gives the name correctly, 
vol. ii. p. 73 Mrs. Macaulay is aKo correct, vol. i p. iHG. 1 was some- 
what surprised to tind, from the preface to Mods (juizot’s vivid “ Histoire 
de la Revolution d’AngU-terre,** that the work by that lady was published 
in France in I’pl, with the name of Miralieaii as iis author! (Hist, par 
Guizot, vol i. Preface, p. xvii.) It is singularly honourable, I |pav add, 
to the French nation, that M. Guizot ha.s found encouragement ''nough to 
make it wortli his while to publish for the use ot his countrymen a series 
of translations of original memoirs ot the times of the two groat English 
revolutions {Collcrtum drg M^nimres relattjs a la JtvMdutivn d' Angletei'te, 
accompagn^e de Kotu:es H d* Ec/airrtsgrmcns Ilistoriques)^ amounting to 
twcnty-eiglit octavo volumes ! Such a collection would be invaluable to 
the historical inquirer in our own country; hut where is the public patron, 
age that would hear out any English bookseller or English man of letters 
jii such an undertaking ? 

Lord Nugent discovered, among the earl St. Germain’s papers, a cony 
of the high-minded protest by admiral Pennington, together with the 
original orders from huckiiigliam, and fnan Charles hirnself, relating to 
this disgraceful hiisine.ss These I take to have been forwarded secretly by 
Pennington to sir John Kliot, in the way of self. vindication. His, as lord 
Nugent truly observes, was a haul position He commanded the ship, and 
led the fleet, of his sovereign. But he had been sent forth, amid the 
acclamations of his country, to give cflect to a generous treaty with the 
oppressed and the besieged. He had no sooner arrived at his destination 
than he found hiinsclt under secret orders to put himself under a foreign 
command, in a murderous warfare against the English honour and the pru- 
tpstant religion.— Sec Nugent’s Memorials, vol i p. 100 , and Appendix A. 
l^rd Nugent has omitti d to state a singular circumstance in connection 
with this business, which renders my suggestion still more probable. On the 
eve of the meeting of the Oxford parliament, Pennington was hastening to 
lay before that assembly an account of the proceedings, when, to prevent 
the eftect of such a disclosure, he was vtmcealetl hy the mterference qf the 
court till the dissolution, which quickly followed — See Kusbworth, vol. i. 
p. 176. Jlrodie, Brit. Einp. vol. li. p. i2. 
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business first” Under his direction, his ministers then 
((etailed his wants ; and to prevent the effect, so much 
dreaded, of the disclosure of the affair at Rochelle, 
secretary Cooke told the commons, with a cool and 
<]bliberatc hypocrisy, that " the French king chose 
to sheath his sword in the bowels of his own sub- 
jects rather ^han declare war against the catho- 
lics.” ^ After thq conclusion of this conference, the 
members of the commons returned to their house, and 
sir John Eliot rose. He implored thetii to pause be- 
fore they yielded up their only irresistible arguments 
for good government. It is not usual,” he said, to 
grant subsidies upon subsidies in one parliament and no 
grievances redressed.” lie then boldly stated that the 
libasury had been misemployed, that evil counsels 
guided the king’s designs, that the necessities of the 
nation had arisen through improvidence, and that they 
had need to petition the king for a strait hand and a 
better counsel to manage his affairs. ^ Next, he de- 
sired there might an account be given for all the 
monies given in parliament since the 12th of king 
James, with some invectives against the commissioners, 
whom he called the pretending sparers of the king’s 
purse ; laying to their charge the loss of thousands of 
men's lives in our late expeditions by land and sea.” 
He reserved his heaviest blow for the last, aiming it 
with a deadly effect against Buckingham. I desire 
to know,” said Eliot, whether the money designed for 
the Palatinate did not maintain the ships sent against 
Rochelle?” ^ The commons, inflamed by this address, 
threw out intelligible hints of impeaching Buckingham. 
The king, exasperated in the extreme, threatened a dis- 
solution, while he urged once more his necessities. 
Cold and resolute was the answer of the commons. 

Necessity is a dangerous counsellor, and is a conti- 
nual argument of supplies in all parliaments. Those 

' Ilusluvorth, Hist Coll. vol. i. p. 178. 

2 Sw Oklinixon’o History, p. 79 See also Rushworth. vol. i. p. 180. 

^ Harleian -MSS 390. Letter of Mead to Stutcville. 

* See OUlmixon, p. 79. ; and Rushworth, vol, i. p. 180. 
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ivho have put the king and kingdom into such a neces- 
sity and hazard ought to answer for it^ wliosoever tli9y 
be.” 1 This ominous allusion more nearly alarmed the 
king, and an abrupt dissolution followed. Parliament 
was dismissed on the 12 th of August.^ • 

1 1 was speedily re-summoned ; hut disgraceful scenes 
had intervened, The king, under the advice of Buck- 
ingham, ha(J openly dispensed witl^ the laws. Letters 
had been issued by order of council, under the privy 
seal, forcing loans from private persons generally those 
who were connected with the popular party, for the 
mad purpose of carrying on the Spanish war ; and the 
Spanish war was carried on, up to the disastrous, ill- 
concerted, and most wretchedly (jpnducted, expedition 
to Cadiz. Parliament could tlien be warded off fio 
longer, hated as was even its name. Buckingham, 
with an ominous foreboding of the future, strove to dis- 
qualify the leading men, by getting them pricked as 
sheriffs*!? their respective counties. Eliot, it is said, 
was the chief object of his anxiety on this head ^ ; but, 
in Eliot’s case, he found it impracticable. I think it 
probable, however, that the duke prevented liA elec- 
tion for Newport. Here was only a means of greater 

* Uushworth, vol. i. p. 190. 

2 Mr. Hume, in one ot the early passages of his history (which remains 
unequalled for itii beauty of ntyle and plnlobophicdl remark, though it is 
utterly worthless as a book of authority), describes this imhament with 
a strange mixture of truth and error. “ It was ncrossary to fix a choice : 
either to abandon entirely the privileges of the people, or to secure them 
by firmer and more precise barriers than the constitution had hitherto 
provided for them. In this dilemma men of such aspiring genius, and .such 
independent fortunes, could not long deliberate , they boldly embraced tlie 
side of freedom, and re.'iolved to grant no supplies to their necessitous 
prince, without extorting concessions in favour of civil liberty. The end, 
they esteemed lieneficial and noble; the means, regular and eonstitiitional. 
To grant or refuse supplies was the undoubted privilege of the eoniinons.'' 
See tlie whole passage, vol. v. p. 138. quarto eilit. 17»i3. Sec also Clarendon, 
vol. i. p. (k, folio ediL 

3 Lord Nugent found one of these requisitions in the MS. collection 
at Stow'o. It IS addressed to sir 'William Andrews, of l.athbury in Buck, 
inghamshire, then a tenant of John Ham])den’8, and afterwards one of the 
deputy lieutenants for that county under the parliament. It appears that 
for these contributions, exacted with the utmost severity and injustice, 
collectors were ap)iointcd, whose acquittance should lie a sufficient warrant 
for repayment in eighteen months. “Put nut your faith in 2 >rincc 8 !'' 
sir William Andrews’ acquittance, remains appended to the requisition. 

* Eebard’s History, p. 426. HTsraeli’s toininentaries, voL i. p. 298. 
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triumph. He presented himself to his native county 
0 ^ Cornwall, and was instantly returned by the electors.^ 
It was an age when the middle and lower ranks of the 
people shared a common enthusiasm, and were inaccess- 
ible alike to fear or to favour. It is striking, and even 
affecting, to mark the quiet calmness with which Eliot 
now sought tcb provide, that the risk and danger, to 
which he knew his conduct in the coming parliament 
must expose himself, might not fall heavily on his 
children. He assigned over every portion of his most 
extensive estates in trust to relatives for the benefit of 
his family.^ Having done this, he repaired to his place 
in the house of commons, resolved, at whatever hazard, 
to strike down the gjeat traitor who had imperilled the 
lilterty and the property of the kingdom. 

At Westminster, on the 6th of February, l6li6, this 

great, warm, and ruffling ” parliament assembled. 
Fjliot had scarcely taken his seat, before his vehement 
eloquence, overflowing with embittered invective, was 
heard thundering against the doomed minister. In his 
stylo of oratory, a singular power of severity and keen- 
ness uAited itself with the clearest facility of detail, was 
adorned with the most pleasing classical allusion, and 
was directed against its object with such warmth and 
earnestness of passion as it is always most difficult to 
resist. The case of the chaplain iMontagu * was ahan. 
doned for the higher quarry : searching committees were 
appointed, and the defeats and disgraces of the nation 
were traced home to Buckingham. The rage of the 
king exceeded all bounds ; and, under its influence, he 
sent an insolent message to the house. “ I must let 
you know, that I will not allow any of my servants to 
be questioned among you, much less such as are of 
eminent place, and near unto me. • * I see you es- 

* rarhumentary History, and Commons’ Journals. 

* Harli'iiin MSS. Nn. 7i-()0. l^ettcr of Pory to Puckering. See also 
p Israeli’s Coimnwitaries, vol. iv. p r>10. I shall have to advert to this 
hereafter. 

3 Whitioeko’s Memorials of the English Affairs, p. 7. edit. 1682. 

I bi>all have oceasion to allude to this case in the biography of Pym. 
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pecially aim at the duke of Buckingham. * * I would 
you would hasten for my supply, or else it will be worse 
for yourselves ; for if any evil happen, I think I shall 
he the last that shall feel it." ^ Eliot smiled at this 
impotent rage. “ We have had a representation •f 
great fear,” he said ; but I hope that shall not darken 
our understandings. Our wills and affections were never 
more clear,” Jie continued, more reatly, as to his ma- 
jesty ; but we are baulked and checled in our forward- 
ness by those the king entrusts with the affairs of the 
kingdom.” Again he inflamed the house by comments 
on the Spanish expedition. ‘‘ The last action was the 
king’s first action ; and in this the king and kingdom 
have suffered dishonour. We are weakened in our 
strength and safety; our men and sflips are lost.” Thon 
followed a bitter taunt against even the personal courage 
of Buckingham, who, it will be recollected, had left tlie 
comma nd o f the expedition to sir Edward Cecil. The 
great general had the whole command, both by sea and 
land ; and could the great general think it sufficient to 
])ut in his deputy and stay at hoine.f^” The orator 
next, taking advantage of the excitement of his llbarers, 
thundered forth questions of a more fatal meaning. 

Are not honours now sold, and made despicable ? 
Are not judicial places sold ? And do not they then sell 
justice again ? Vendere jure potest — emernt Ule, prius'* 
After some well-employed classical allusions, Eliot pro- 
cee<led thus : — shall, to our present case, cite two 
precedents. The first was in the eleventh year of 
Henry III. The treasure was then much exhausted; 
many disorders complained of ; the king wronged by 
ministers. Many subsidies were demanded in parlia. 
ment, but they were denied ; and the lords and com- 
mons joined to desire the king to reassume lands which 
had been improvideiitly granted, and to examine his 
great officers, and the causes of those evils which the 
people then suffered. This was yielded unto by the 
king ; and Hugh de Burgo was found faulty, and was 
' Whitlocke’8 Memorials, p. 3. 
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displaced ; and then the commons, in the same parlia- 
ment, gave supply. The second precedent was in the 
tenth year of Richard II. Then the times were such^ 
and places so changeable, that any great officer could 
hardly sit to be warmed in his place. Supply was at 
that parliament required : the commons denied supjdy, 
and complaine*! that their monies were^ misemployed ; 
that llie earl of Suffolk (Michael de la PoleJ then over- 
ruled all ; and so their answer was, ^ f/irt/ cot/ Id not give;' 
and they petitioned the king that a commission might 
be granted, and the earl of Suffolk might be examined. 
A commission,” Eliot continued, reserving himself for 
a closing sarcasm at Buckingham, at their request 
was awarded : and that commission recites all the evil 
tl^n complained of ; and that the king, upon the pe- 
tition of the lords and commons, had granted that exa- 
mination should be taken of the crown lands which 
were sold, of the ordering of his household, and the 
disposition of the jewels of his grandfather and father. 
I hear nothing mid in this house of our jev'ds, nor will 
I speak of them ; hut I could wish they were within 
these /Mills / ” ^ The eflect of this speech was complete, 
and in the midst of the general indignation excited. Dr. 
Turner’s resolutions, that common fame” was a good 
ground of accusation against Buckingham, were passed ; 
and notice was sent to the duke of the proceedings 
against him. At the same time, in illustration of the 
good faith with which they acted, they announced that 
the king’s immediate necessities should be relieved while 
his minister was brought to trial ; and they redeemed this 
pledge by a vote for the grant of three subsidies and 
three fifteenths.- The king now felt more strongly 
than ever the imminent danger of his favourite. Again 

> Ruckingham had raised money upon the crown jewels and plate, by 
the kins » order, at the Ha^e. Strafford. State Pai)eTs, vol. i. p. 28. 
Insrain to Wentworth. Owins to a singular omission of the editors of 
the last great parliamentary history, we look vainly among the debates 
they have eolleetcd for this very remarkable Hpeeuh. It is in Itushworth, 
however (vol. i. p. 220.), and in the Old Parliamentary History, voL vi. 
p 441. ?dit. 1763. 

^ Kushworth's Hist. Coll vol. i. p. 221. Whitlockc’n Memuriala, p. 3. 
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he interfered, and again his interference was defeated 
by the boldness of filiot. Remember/* he said, tlfat 
parliaments are altogether in my power for their callings 
sitting, and dissolution ; therefore as 1 find the fruits 
of them good or evil, they are to continue or not to heM ^ 
The commons retired to deliberate this wdth locked 
doors, and the^key placed in the hands »f the speaker. 
What passe j in that memorable sitting did not publicly 
transpire ; but 1 can supply some portion of it at least 
from a manuscript letter of the time. Sir John Eliot 
rose up and made a resolute (1 doubt whether a timely)**^ 
speech, the sum whereof was, that they came not thither 
either to do what the king should command them, or 
to abstain where he forbade them j and therefore they 
should continue constant to maintain their privilegJB, 
and not do cither more or less for what had been 
said unto them.** ^ This ominous meeting with locked 
doors alarm ed the king ; negotiations were opened, ex. 
planations offered, every possible resource of avoidance 
attempted, but in vain. Tt was too late to dispute the 
right of impeachment after the precedents of Bacon and 
IVliddlesex ; and the commons, after addressing tie king 
in decorous language, impeached Buckingham on twelve 
articles. ^ 

Eight chief managers were appointed. To Pym, 

’ Kushworth, vol. i. p. 225. Whillockc, p i. 

2 Here the timid writer alludes to what was frequently urgcil aftainst 
Eliot, the severe and unsparing character of his speiH'hes. Clarendon was 
acciistotncd to the house of roininmis, and h|>eaks diHercntly. “ Modesty 
and moderation in words,*’ says that noble writer, “ne^’er was nor ever 
will be observed in popular couiu-ils, w'hose foundation U liberty of speech,” 
— Hfst. of the Retje/iion, vol. i. p. 7 folio oilit 

3 Harleian MSS. I.etter of Mead to sir Martin Stutcville, dated April K. 
In a suhsecpient letter of the same correspondent in thi oliection (dated 
April 28.i, 1 find the first shadowing forth ol the iniquitous dispersion of 
sir Hubert Cotton’s library — an event winch that learned .iiitiquary was 
unable to survive. ** Sir Rolierl Cotton’s books arc threai .Tied to be taken 
away, because he is accused to iinimrt ancient precede, ts to the lower 
house.” 

* The duke's obsequious and fawning answer had simply the effect of 
adding another cliarge to the iinnoaeliment. 1 must refer the reader to 
the various histones for au ample cximburc of the disgraceful prai tires 
resorted to by the king to rescue his favourite from the {lowcriul opiiositiou 
of the earls Rristoi and Aiundcl in the upiicr house. Jirodie’s Hist, of the 
Rritish Empire, vol. ii. p. 105. e£ seq. Lmgard’s History, vol. ix. p. 345. 
et seq. The History, from sir James Mackintosh, in Lardner’s Cyclopaidia, 
vol. V. pp. 37—46. 
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Herbert, Selden, Glanville, Sherland, and Wandesford, 
entrusted the duty of dilating upon the facts of the 
impeachment; to sir Dudley Diggcs the task of opening 
the proceedings in a prologue" was committed ; and 
fo» sir John Eliot the arduous duty was reserved of 
winding up the whole proceedings by one of his im- 
pressive perorations, that should serve as §n epilogue*' 
to this mighty drama. They did not over estimate the 
value of his eloquence. * 

The speech delivered by him on this great occasion 
is an important chapter in his history. Sir Dudley 
Digges, a courtly patriot, had spoken the “ prologue*' in 
the highest prevailing style of ornate circumlocution and 
quaintly elevated metjfphor. Professing to deliver him- 
self in plain country language, setting by all rhetorical 
affectations," the monarchy he compared to the creation, 
the commons to the earth, the lords to the planets, the 
king to the glorious sun, the clergy to tlie fire, the 
judges and magistrates to the air, and the duke of Buck- 
ingham to a comet, a ])rodigious comet." All this 
was only a striking foil to the nervous and daring in- 
vectivef the clear and gorgeous declamation, of Eliot. 
The proud minister, who had kept his seat during the 
harangue of Digges, insolently braving his accuser, and 
jeering his quaint expressions, was observed to leave the 
house when Eliot, on the following day, arose.- It was 
well for himself that he had done so. Never was an 
attack made, in that or any succeeding time, so eloquent. 


' For tlie history of this impcarhinent, and reports of the various 
si)cci'hes, sec Kushwortli, vol, i. p. etseq ; Parliainemary Hi.story, vols. 
vi. aiul vii ; History fVom M.K'kiiitosh, vol. v. p. 40 ct seq The thirteen 
articles ol tlic imiiedchmf'iit were arranged under the tollowing heads : — 
IMur.dity of >t)ices ; buyiii the place of ln;{h admiral; buying the warden- 
ship ot the I'lnque ports ; not guardiiip tlie narrow seas; unlawfully and 
cerru))tly si lying a I'Yenc hliip; extorting lO.OIM)/. from the Eas’ India 
merrhants , putting Eiigli! i ships in the hands o( the French, to he em- 
ployed agai 8t the protcsiants of Kocheile (this oriibraecil two articles) ; 
ronipelliiig lord Roberts t' ' buy his peerage; selling places of judicature ; 
procuring honours for 1 is poor kindred ; malversation of the king’s 
revenue ; gi nig physic to the late king. 

2 The ilnke’s absence is marked by a letter in the Ilarl. MSS. ."S3. See 
also Ru'iliwortli. In EUU’s Original I.etters, vol. iii. p ‘'ad (second edit.), 
an account will be found pf the duke’s “ jeering and fleering iiiboloiice,” 
and the spirited rebuke it ai last provoked. 
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SO bitter^ so earnest, so disdainful. The orator excelled 
himself. He had summoned to his service all his lit(^- 
rary accomplishments, and he closely environed his ar- 
gument with a passion that was absolutely terrible. 

He began by describing the ambition of ‘‘ this manjl’ 
as he disdainfully termed the duke, impeaching it by 
the common ^sense of the miseries and misfortunes 
which the p^pople suffer,” and protesting in eloquent 
phrase against those high misdemeanors which have 
lost us the regality of our narrow seas, the ancient in- 
heritance of our princes.*' lie then exposed, as full 
of collusion and deceit,*’ the inward character” of the 
mind of Buckingham. 1 can express it,” said Eliot 
bitterly, “ no better than by the be^st called by the an- 
cients stellionatus ; a beast so blurred, so spotted, sofiiM 
of foul lines, that they knew not what to make of it.” 
He next presented to their lordships the duke's high 
oppressi on” in all its strange extent, not to men alone, 
but to la^ and statutes, to acts of council, to pleas and 
decrees of court, to the pleasure of his majesty.*' 'J'he 
orator afterwards, having indulged some quiet sarcasms 
at Buckingham, his victims, and his extortions, ma- 
thematically observed and exquisitely expressed,'* — ad- 
vanced to the most serious imputations, which he 
handled with a fearful severity. That which was 
wont to be the crown of virtue and merit is now become 
a merchandise for the greatness of this man, and even 
justice is made his prey ! The most deserving offices, 
that require abilities to discharge them, are fixed upon 
the duke, his allies, and kindred. He hath drawn to 
him and his, the power of justice, the power of honour, 
and the power of command, — in effect, the whole power 
of the kingdom, both for peace and war !” Eliot then 
painted a mournful picture of the result of the favour- 
ite's extortions in the present state of the kingdom, the 
revenues destroyed, the fountain of supply exhausted, 
the nerves of the land relaxed,” placing beside it, in vivid 
and indignant contrast, the gorgeousness of Bucking- 
ham's jiossessions. ‘‘ He intercepts, consumes, and ex- 
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hausts the revenues of the crown, not only to satisfy his 
(Mvn lustful desires, but the luxury of others ; and, by 
emptyinp; the veins the blood should run in, he hath cast 
the body of the kingdom into a high consumption, 
liifinite sums of money, and mass of land exceeding the 
value of money, nay, even contributions in parliament, 
have been heaped upon him ; and how have they been 
employed ? Upon costly furniture, sumptyous feasting, 
and magnificent building, the vhihle evidence of the ex- 
press exhausting of the state! And yet his ambition,” pro- 
ceeded Eliot, alluding darkly to more dreadful charges, 
which is boundless, restetli not here, but, like a violent 
fiame, hursteth forth, and getteth further scope. Not 
satisfied with injuries and injustice, and dishonouring of 
religion, his attempts go higher, — to the jirejudice of his 
sovereign. The (ffects I fear to speak, njtd fear to thinkA 
I end this passage, as ('icero did in a like case, — negra- 
vioribiis utar verbis quam rei natnra fert, ant levioribns 
quam causce necessitas postulate 

The closing passage of Eliot’s speech was tremendous^ 
and must have electrified the house. 

>our lordships have an idea of the man, what he is 
in himself, wliat in his aftections! You have seen his 
power, and some, I fear, have felt it ! You have known 
his practice ; and have heard the effects. 1 1 rests then 
to be considered what, being such, he is in reference to 
the king and state — how compatible or incompatible with 
either ? In reference to the king, he must be styled the 
canker in his treasure ; in reference to the state, the 
moth of all goodness. \Ybat future hopes are to be ex. 
pected, your lordships may draw out of his actions and 
affections. In all precedents 1 can hardly find him a 
match or parallel. None so like him as Sejanus, thus 
described by Tacitus: — Audax sui obtegens, in alios cri- 
minator, juxta adulator et superbus. My lords, for his 
pride and flattery it was noted of Sejanus that he did 

> We feel with rHiot on this point. The reader is referred to a forcible 

? *iSBagi‘ in Mr. Hrodie’s History of the British Empire, vol. ii. pp. 43,44. 

riaveaatisned myself respecting Mr.Brodie’s proof, by referring to the MS. 
ill the 4yscough Collection of rac British Museum, Na 4991. p. 
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clientes sms provinciis adomare* Doth not this man the 
like ? Ask England, Scotland, and Ireland, and thdy 
will tell you ! Sojanus’s pride was so excessive, Tacitus 
saith, that he neglected all counsel, mixed his business 
and service with the prince, seemed to confound thttr 
actions, and was often styled imperatoris laborum so^ 
cius. How lately, and how often, hath khis man com- 
mixed his actions, in discourse, with^actions of the king ! 
My lords, I have done. You skk thr man ! By him 
came all these evils ; in him we find the cause ; on him 
we expect the remedies ; and to tliis we met your lord- 
ships in conference.’' 

The rage of the king, when told of Eliot's speech, 
betrayed him. In a manuscript letter of the time the 
writer alludes to the unseemly anger displayed 

private news which I desire you to keep to yourself 
as your own, by separating this half sheet, and burning 
it or c once aling it.” The allusion to the death of his 
father, Wl to Sejanus, had strangely affected Charles. 
" Implicitly,” he exclaimed, he must intend me for 
Tiberius ! — and he hurried to the house of lords to 

complain of sir John Eliot. Then began thos# cruel 
persecutions which Eliot had foreseen, and prepared 
himself for, and which were only exhausted at last in 
the death of their illustrious object. He was that day 
committed close prisoner to the Tower ; and, by an odd 
kind of chance, which way be worth noting for some of 
my readers, was Hung into the dungeon which, after a few 
short months, received Felton, Buckingham's assassin.^ 

* Harleian MSS. 383. liCtterof Mead, dated Miy 11. The writer sub- 
sequently says that sir Robert ('ottoii had tc.ld him* that the kirijs’s aflec. 
tion towards the duke “ wa.s very adtnirahle — no whit lessened.” When 
Charles indeed came in his liarfte troni Whitehall to order I'diot to the 
Tower, nurkinghaoi sat by his side ! MS. letter to Mead. 

2 “ As Felton the last weeke passed through Kmgsion-upon-l'hamos, an 
old wornaii bestowed this salutation iqiuii him : ' Now (jod blesse thee, 
little David,’ quoth she ; meaning he had killed Goliah. He hath hitherto 
(saith my author) been fairly used in the Tower, being put into the same 
lodging whcie sir John Khot lay, and allowed two dishes of meat every 
meal.” Harleian MSS ulM). Felton was a miserable enthusiast, who 
revenged upon Ruckingham only a private wrong. But his name dcserven 
honour for the memnrv of one striking incident at the close ot his unhappy 
life. T quote it from Klhs's Original Letters, vol. iii. p. 2G7. second ^it. : -i- 
“ Another friend told me that on Tuesday morning, some of the lords 
being with him, ny lord of Dorset told him, * Mr. Felton, it is the king’s 
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Digges was also committed. The house of commons, 
ofi hearing of this gross breach of privilege (the first of 
that series of open and undisguised outrages which 
brought Charles to the scaffold), broke up instantly, 
notwithstanding a very heavy press of business before 
them ; and, after dinner, many members met in West- 
minster Hall# sadly communicating ^their minds to 
one another.*' 1 The following morning ^they met in 
the house ; but when the speaker reminded them of the 
business of the day, — ^^Sit down! sk down!” was 
the general cry : no business till we are righted in our 
liberties!*'^ A sullen silence succeeded, which was 
broken by the n^emorable expostulation of sir Dudley 
Carleton, the kin g's^vice -chamberlain. Unadvisedly he 
lit the court secret out! After complaining of the 
violent and contemptuous expressions resorted to by 
Eliot and Digges, he blurted forth as follows : — I 
beseech you, gentlemen, move not his m^esty with 
trenching on his prerogative, lest you bring him out of 
love with parliaments. In his messages he hath told 
you, that if there were not correspondency between him 
and y^u, he should be enforced to use new counsels. 
Now, I pray you to consider what these new counsels 
are, and may be. I fear to declare those that I con- 
ceive, In all Christian kingdoms you know that 
parliaments were in use anciently, until the monarchs 
began to know their own strength, and, seeing the tur- 


p1oa«iure you ohould be put to torture, to make you confesse your com- 
plices ; and tlierefore pre|iaro yourself for the rack.* I'o whom Felton : 
* I do not believe, iny lord, that it is the king’s pleasure : for he is a just 
and a gracious prince, and will not have his subjects to be tortured against 
law. I do again affirm, upon my salvation, that my purpose was known 
to no man living ; and more than I have said before 1 cannot But if it 
be his majesty’s pleasure, 1 am ready to suffer whatever his majesty will 
have inflicted upon me. Yet this 1 must tell you by the way, that if 1 be 
put upon the rack I will accuse you, my lord of Dorset, and none but 
vourseir.’ So they left him there without bringing him to the rack.” The 
letter writer might have gone farther, for this was not all. 'fo excuse 
themselves from the possible supposition that they could have been in. 
fluenced in this case by terror, the judges were ordered to deliver a de. 
cision that ** no such punishment as the rack is known or allowed by our 
law.’’ We owe this to Felton. 

1 Harleian MSS. 38d. Letter to Mead, dated May 12 

* Ibid. Si'e also RushwQrth, vol. i. p. 358., and Parliamentary History, 
vol. viL p. 139 , for other accounts of this scene. 
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bulent spirit of their parliaments^ at length they, hy 
little and little, began to stand upon their prerogatives, 
and at last overthrew the parliaments throughout Chris- 
tendom, except here only with us. And, indeed, you 
would count it a great misery, if you knew the subjects 
in foreign countries as well as myself, to see them look 
not like our nation, with store of flesh rf)n their hacks, 
hut like so^many ghosts, and not men, l)eing nothing 
but skin and bones, with some ^hin cover to their 
nakedness, and wearing only wooden shoes on their 
feet ; so that they cannot eat meat, or wear good 
clothes, hut they must pay and be taxed unto the 
king for it. This is a misery beyond expression, and 
that which yet we are free from."* * Poor sir Dudley 
had scarcely delivered himself of this when his ejifs 
were saluted with loud and unwelcome shouts — To 
the bar ! to the bar ! *' He narrowly escaped the 
necessi ty o f apologising at the bar on his knees. 

UltimSfely Digges, coy patriot, having consented to 
retract certain expressions complained of, was released. 
Eliot, on the other hand, coldly and sternly refused to 
listen to any proposals; and the king, unable to l^ep up 
the struggle, was obliged, after the expiration of eight 
days, to sign a warrant for his release. On his re- 
appearance in the house, the vice- chamberlain, by his 
master s command, repeated the charge of intemperate 
language ; upon which sir John, instead of denying 
anything he had said, or meanly endeavouring to ex- 
plain away the harshness of the terms he had made use 
of, in a remarkably eloquent and sarcastic speech 
avowed and defended every name he had applied to 
Buckingham.^ The spirit of this great man communi- 

1 Whitlocke'8 Memorials, p. 6. Rushworth, vol. i. p. 359. Pari. Hist, 
vol. vii. p. 159. 

HatscH's Precedents. For a report of sir John's speech, see Rush- 
worth, vol. i. p. :J6*d. ; and Pari. Hiht. vol. vii. p. 105. The latter is more, 
full and correct 1 quote a striking {passage : — “ For the words, ynan, 
he said, Ae xpoke not by Ike book\ but buddenly. For brevity's sake he used 
the words, The man. He thought it not fit at all times to reiterate his 
titles ; and yet thinketh Aim not to he a god." In conclusion, Eliot touched 
with a modest and manly forbearance on the old charge against him. — 
** For the manner of his speech, as having too much vigour and strength 
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cated itself to the house ; and^ by a unanimous Tote^ 
reusing even to order him to withdraw \ they cleared 
him from every imputation. 

Charles^ nothing taught by this egregious failure^ 
cfntinued to play the minion to Buckingham^ who had- 
now resolved^ by another dissolution^ to throw for his 
only chance o£ safety. This was, indeed, a desperate 
step, and so Charles would seem to have considered it ; 
but his fears, his consciousness of the injuries he was 
committing on his subjects, every thing sank before the 
influence of the favourite. The duke being in the 
audience chamber, private with the king, his majesty 
was overheard (as they talk) to use these words : ' What 
can 1 do more ? ' 1 have engaged mine honour to mine 
HRcle of Denmark, and other princes. 1 have, in a 
manner, lost the love of my subjects. What wouldest 
thou have me do ?* Whence some think the duke moved 
the king to dissolve the parliament." Or, i t ma y have 
been, the duke moved the king to get h i m sefl"pom oted 
to the chancellorship of Cambridge. Monstrous as it 
appears, a royal message was sent forthwith to the con- 
vocatifn, on the present occurrence of the vacancy, 
ordering them to elect the duke I Vain was every en- 
treaty to postpone the election ; at least until after the 
event of the impeachment were known. It was carried^. 


he said lie could not excuse his natural defects : but he then endeavoured, 
and ever did in that house, to avoid passion ; and only desired to do hU 
duty ” 

' The entry in the Journals is remarkable: “Sir John Eliot of himself 
withdrew ; the house refusing to order his withdrawing.’* 

^ A letter in the Harleiaii MSS. Mead to Stutcville, dated May 1.3. 

3 By means the mo>t disgraceful, which after all only secured Buckingham 
a majority of three votes over lord Andover, hastily set up by the commons. 
In Ellis’S Original Letters, vol. iii p. 2<il., we have a curious account of 
tlio contest. '* My lord bishop labours ; Mr. Mason visits for his lord, Mr. 
Oosens for the most true patron of the clergy and of scholars. Masters 
belabour their fellows. Dr, Maw sends for his, one by one, to persuade 

them ; some twice over Divers in town got hacknics, and fled to 

avoid importunity. Very many — some whole culiegc.s — were gotten by 
their fearful masters, the bishop, and others, to siisfiend, who otherwise 
were resolved against the duke, and kept away with much indignation : 
and yet tor all this stirre the duke earned it but by three votes from my 
lord Andover, whom we voluntarily set up against him, without motion on 

his behalf, yea, without his knowledge. We had but one doctor in 

the whole towne durst (for so I dare speak) give with us against the duke; 
and that was Dr. Porter of Queen’s.’* 
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and received the formal and elaborate approval of the 
king. The commons^ then^ after a stormy debate^ in 
which Eliot took his usual warm and vigorous part 
sent to crave audience of his majesty about serious 
business concerning all the commons of the land/' T!^ 
king returned answer, that they should hear from him 
the next day. They did hear from him ^ the next day 
they were dissolved ; and the rash monarch proceeded 
to try the eftect of those new (fhunsels” which he 
and his servants had so often threatened. 

These new counsels ” appeared in the shape of a 
naked despotism. Every thing short of the absolute 
surrender of the subject to the muskets of the soldiery 
was resorted to ; and we learn, from a remarkable passage 
in Hume's history, good reason \ftiy the new counsels 
fell short of that. Had he possessed any military 
force,’’ says the philosophical apologist of Charles, on 
which he could depend, 'tis not improbable that he 
had, at once, taken off the mask, and governed without 
any regard to parliamentary privileges. * * * But his 
army was new levied, ill paid, and worse disciplined ; 
nowise superior to thb militia, who were muchP more 
numerous, and who were, in a great measure, under the 
influence of the country gentlemen.’^ As it was, the 
mask was very clumsily kept on. The first thing at- 
tempted under it was to cover, by a bungling impo- 
sition, an outrageous stretch of power. The people 
were instructed by the agents of government that, as 

> Tt was he who proposed, and had the chief hand in framing, the celebrated 
remonstrance (Ilushworth, vol. i. p. 4(XU which every member of the 
hoube held in his possession on the day of the dissolution of this parliament. 
A proclamation was suliscxiuently issued against it by the king. See KiishI 
worth, vol. i p. 411. 

^ Sec also Sanderson’s account in his Life of Charles, p. 58. ; and Rush- 
worth, vol. i. p. 098. 

3 History, vol. v. p. 151. Clarendon’s account may be subjoined to 
this:— ** Upon every dissolution, such as had given any offence were 
imprisoned, or disgraced ; new pri^ccts were every day set on foot for 
money, which served only to offend and incense the people, and brought 
little supplies to the king’s occasions \ yet raised a great stock for expoS' 
tulation, murmur, and complaint, to be ei^sed when other supplies 
should be required. And many persons of the best quality and condition 
under the peerage were committed to several prisons, with circumstances 
unusual and unheard of, for refusing to pay money required by these ex- 
traordinary ways." — of Rebellion^ voL 1. p. 22. 

VOL. ir. K 



50 


BBITTSII STATESMAN. 


subsidies had been voted in the last house of commons^ 
they could not legally refuse to pay them, though par- 
liament had been dissolved before the bill embodying 
them had passed ; and they were levied accordingly ! A 
ovmmission to improve the revenues of crown lands 
went forth next on a mission of the grossest tyranny ; 
and, following this, a commission to force the most 
enormous penalties against religious recusants. Privy 
seals for the loan ^f money were at the same time 
issued, in all directions, to men of reputed property, and 
an immediate advance of an hundred and twenty 
thousand pounds was insolently demanded from the 
city of London. Lastly, a levy of ships was ordered 
from the port towns and counties adjoining — a forecast 
6k the memorable tax of ship money.' As men 
grieved and wondered at these things, the news arrived 
of the defeat of the king of Denmark at the bloody 
battle of Liittern ; and Charles seized the advantages 
of this disaster to his ally, to execute a Vfeasure he 
had long meditated, and of which all these oppressions 
we have named were but even the feeble foreshadowing. 
He sfent commissioners into evefy quarter of the king- 
dom, with the most frightfully inquisitorial powers, to 
execute a general forced loan. ^ He issued an 


' Kush worth, \ol. i. pp. 411— 472 Rynier, xviii. pp. 730 — 8-12. White- 
locke, pp, 7—9. In these* authorities ample inrormation will be Ibiind. 
See also Pari. Hist, veil vii. pp. 320—338. In connection with these ac- 
counts it may be amusing to quote an anecdote from the office book of 
the master of the revels, “ here entered,” as he observe^, “ for ever, to 
be remembered by my son, and those wlio cast tlieir eyes on it, in honour 
of king Charles my master.” The king, reading a manuscript play of 
Massinger’s, had stumbled on the following : — 

** Monies ! we’ll raise supplies what ways we please, 

And force you to .subscribe to blanks, in which 
We’ll mulct you as we shall think fit The Cassars 
In Rome were wise, acknowledging no laws 
But what their swords did ratify : 

and, in the disgust of the moment, wrote a Iialting line against it: 

*' This is too insolent, and to be changed ! ” 

l>uly, nothing should be so disgusting to us, as a hideous likeness of 
ourselves ! 

2 li IS worth while giving an extract ft'om the private instructions of 
these commissioners, ’llicy were “ to treat apart with every one of those 
who are to lend, and not in tlic presence, or nearing, of any other, unless 
they see cause to the contraiy' ; and, if any shall refuse to lend, and shall 
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elaborate proclamation at the same time, excusing these 
new counsels by the exigence of the moment ; antl^ 
in private instructions to the clergy, ordered them to 
use the pulpit in advancement of his monstrous pro- 
jects.^ Reverend doctors, with an obedient starl, 
straightway preached illimitable obedience, on pain of 
eternal damnation.*-^ Imprisonment of* various sorts 
compensated.for the inefficacy of rgligious anathemas. 
The poor who could not, or would not, pay were pressed 
into the army or the navy; substantial tradesmen were 
dragged from their families ; men of rank even were or- 
dered into the palatinate ; large hatches of country gen- 


inakc delay, or excuses, and persist in their ol^tinacy, that they exami)# 
such persons upon oath, whether they have been dealt withal to deny, or 
refuse to lend, or make an excuse for not lending .who hath dealt so 
with them, or what b])ecches or pcr^uasions he or they have used to him, 
tending to that puri>o.se ? Ami that they shall also charge every such 
))ersou in his majesty’s name, u|ion his allegiance, not to declare to any 
other what his answer was .” — Eushtvorthf vol. i. p. 419. 

t Laud, iiuif bishop of Bath and Wells, drenr these instructions up in 
the name of the king. (See Heylin’s Life, p. 161. ef icg . ; and liaud’s 
Diary.) ** The dextrous performance of which service,” says lleylin, 
‘*as it raised 'Laud higher in Ins imtiesty’s good opinion of him, so it 
was rceompensed with a place of greater nearness to him than before 
he had ” • 

^ Sibthorp, vicar of Brackley, in Northamptonshire, and Manwariiig, a 
king’s chaplain and vicar of St. Giles’s, made themselves most notorious in 
this slavish and criminal service. Extracts from the sermons of those 
men, of the most atrocious dc.<rription, will be found in Kiishworth, voL i. 
pp. 4!2‘J, 4i2.‘) They had excellent imitators. I find among the Sloane 
MSS. a letter descriptive of a sermon preached by the dean ot Canterlmry, 
Irom which the reader may take an extract: — It was the speech of a 
man renowned for wisdom in our age, that if he was commanded to put 
forth to sea in a ship that had neither mast nor tackling he would do it. 
And being asked what wi.sdoin that were, replied, the wisdom must be in 
. him that hath power to command, not in him that conscience binds to 
obey.” The question of the licensing these sermons lor publication led 
to the suspension of Abbot from the see of Canterbury. Abbot, however, 
was no better than his brother I.aud, probtably a little worse, since the 
conduct of the former was at lca.st intelligible. See History, fVom Mack- 
intosh, vol. V. p. 70. The archbishop’s Narrative in Uushworth, vol. i. 
pp. 464—457. Walpole’s Royal and Noble Authors, art. Northampton, 
note by Park. Halium’s Const. Hist. vol. i. p. 570. note. 

3 There is something so extremely natural and forcible in sir Peter 
Haymaii’s sturdy account of his exfieriencc in this particular, that I 
cannot forbear quoting it After parliament had assembled, a debate arose 
on “ Designation to Foreign Employment,” whereuixm sir Peter Haynian 

f ot upon his legs : '* 1 have not forgot my employment into the palatinate. 

was called before the lords of the council, for what I knew not, hut I 
heard it was fur not lending on a privy seal. I told them, if they will take 
my estate, let them ; I would give it up ; lend 1 would not when I was 
before the lords of the council, they laid to ray charge my unwillingness 
to serve the king. 1 said, 1 had my life and my estate to serve my country 
and my religion. They told me, that if 1 did not pay 1 should be put upon* 
E 2 



BRITISH STATKSMltN. 


tlemen were lodged in custody ^ ; and as a punishment to 
s(fme^ more aggravated and horrible, probably, than any 
we have named, the remains of the disgraced and infa- 
mous troops that had survived the affair at Cadiz were 
<}Rartered upon their houses, in the midst of their 
wives and children ! ^ And as these crimes had been 
sanctioned by the ministers of religion, so the vile 
slaves who sat in the seats of justice wej^e ordered to 
confirm them by law. A voice or two that had hinted 
from the bench a feeble utterance of opposition were 
instantly stifled, and the conclave of judges remanded 


an employment of service. I was willing. After ten weeks waiting, they 
told me 1 was to go with a lord into the palatinate, and that I should iiavc 
employment there, and mix^ns befitting. 1 told them I was a subject, and 
cjMred means. Some put on very eagerly, som** dealt nobly. They said, 
1 must go on my own pur^c. I told them yiemo militat suis expensts. 
Some told me, 1 must go. I began to think, wliat. must I ? None were 
ever sent out in that way. Lawyers told me I could not be so sent. Having 
this assurance I demanded moans, and was resolved not to stir but upon 
those terms ; and, in silence and duty, 1 denied. Upon this, having given 
me a command to go, after twelve days they told me thcy»M Id not send 
me as a soldier, but to attend on an ambassador. I knew that stone would 
hit me, therefore 1 settled my troubled estate, and addressed myself to tliat 
service.*' Eliot’s comments on this usage were appropriately bitter. 
Varl. Hist. vol. vii. p. 403. 

> Sioew were brought up to London, and committed to rigorous ronfine. 
ment in the Fleet, the Gatehouse, the Marshalsca, and the New Prison. 
Eliot was one of these. The rest, as sir Thomas Wentworth and others, 
were subjected to confinement, strict, but much less rigorous, in va- 
rious counties. Hampden had Wen thrown into the (jatehuuse at first, 
but was afterwards released and sent into Hampshire. One anecdote 
will illustrate the numberless instances of quiet and forbearing fortitude, 
practised by men recollected no longer, but who at this time shed lustre on 
the English character. George Catesby, of Northamptonshire, being 
committed to the Gatehouse as a recusant, alleged, among other reasons 
for his non-compliance, that he considered ** that this loan might become 
a precedent ; and that every precedent, he was told by the lord president, 
was a flower of the prerogative.** I'he lord president told him that “ he 
lied ! ’* Catesby merely shook bis heail, observing, " I come not here to 
contend with your lordship, but to suffer.** Lord Suffolk then interiioscd 
to entreat the lord president not too far to urge Ins kinsman, Mr. Catesby. 
The latter, however, waived any kindness he might owe to kindred, (ic> 
elnring that ** he would remain master of his own purse.** D'IsraeWs 
Commentaries^ vol. ii. p. 9. 

^ See a letter in Straftbrd’s State Papers, vol. i. p. 40., and lliishworth, 
vol. 1 . lip 418— 4S0. “ There were frequent robberies,” says the collector, 
“ burglaries, rapes, rapines, murders, and barbarous cruelties. Unto some 
(daces they were sent as a punishment, and wherever they came, there 
wu'i a general outcry.” From hts place in parliament, sir Thomas Went, 
worth alterwards denounced this : ** They have sent from us the light of 
our eyes; enforced companies of guests worse than the ordinances of 
France ; vitiated our wives and daughters before our faces ; brought the 
crown tu greater want than ever it was, by anticipating the revenue! 
And ran the shepherd be thus smitten, and the flock not be scattered ? ’* 
^Parl. Hist, vol. vii, p. 370. 
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five recusants^ who had brought their habeas cor- 
pus.i • 

Sir John Eliot, at this moment, lay a prisoner in the 
Gatehouse. He had been foremost to refuse the loan, 
was arrested in Cornwall, brought before the counCil 
table, and thence committed to prison. In prison, and 
before the coujicil table, as in his place 4n the house of 
commons, liliot had the unfailing Resource of fearless- 
ness, and a composed vigour. Wherever circumstances 
placed Inm, he knew that, so long as they left him life, 
they left him able to perform its duties. From the 
Gatehouse, he forwarded to* the king an able argument 
against the loan, which he concluded by a request, urged 
with a humble but brave simplicity, for his own im- 4 
mediate release. This document has been preservetT. 
It commences with a protest against the supposition 
that stubbornness and will*’ have been the motives 

1 The case^of sir Thomas Darnel, sir John Corbet, sir Walter Earl, sir 
John IloverinKliam, and sir Evcranl Hatn^Klcn, which is reported at groat 
length Ml the State 'I'rials, is an admirable illustration, among other things, 
ot the eharaetcr of the crown lawyers and judges of the time. There is an 
abridgment of the proceedings in Hushworth, pp. 4.>8— 4(>3. Sir Randolph 
4'rcw, immediately before this case was argued, having, as iffkshworth 
expresses it, “ thowed no zeal,” (i. 420.) was removed to make way for sir 
Nicholas Hyde ; and it is quite clear that two of the judges (Jones and 
Dtxldridge) who sat with the latter, having shown a decided leaning 
towards the prisoners during the argument, were brought to u bettor un- 
derstanding with sir Nicholas before the di'cision. When the case was 
afterwards sent before the house uf lords, ami the judges were, so to speak, 

K ilt upon their trial, judge Whitelock lictraycd the secret *' The commons,” 
e said, *' do not know what letters and commands we receive.” Reyond 
all praise was the conduct of the counsel employed for the prisoners on this 
occasion. The most undaunted courage exalted the profoundcst know, 
ledge. The sober grandeur ot S<-ldeii, and the rough energy of Noy, must 
have struck with an ominouseffbetoii thecourt councils. It was here that 
Sclden threw out, in a parenthesis, those remarkable w'crds which, it has 
been judiciously observed (History, firora Mackintosh, vol. v. p. 77.) are 
applicable to periods much later and of more pretension to liberty than 
that of Charles. They are yet, in fact, to be expounded. “ Jf Magna 
Charta were fuUp cjceculed, as it ought to hc^ ewry man would enjoy h?s 
liberty better than he doth.'* In connection with this remaik<tblu case, too, 
sir Edward Coke (who argued it before the lords) presented, for the first 
time, to his astonished profession, the highest vigour of a noble and liberal 
thought, issuing, as it were, even out of the most formal technicalities of 
law. ** Shall I nave an estate for lives or for years in England, and be 
tenant at will for my liberty ? A freeman, to be tenant at will tor his free- 
dom ! There is no such tenure in all Littleton ! ” The excited state of 
the public mind, during the arguments on this question, is vividly conveyed 
in a letter 1 have found among the Harlcinn MSS. “ The gentlemen's 
counsel for habeas corpus. Mr. Selden, Mr. Noy, Sergeant Rramsten, and 
Mr. Colthrop, pleade<l yesterday «»>/• wontierjul applaase, even oj shouting 
and clapping qf hands ; which is unusual in that place.** 
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of the writer’s recent recusancy. With a sad, yet 
a faithful heart,” Eliot continues, he now presumes 
to ofter up the reasons that induced him. The rule of 
justice he takes to be the law ; impartial arbiter of go- 
vernment and obedience ; the support and strength of 
majesty ; the observation of that justice by which sub- 
jection is commanded/* Through a series of illustrious 
examples the writer then advances to hi^ position of 
strict obedience to the laws, in the duty of resisting 
their outrage. He could not, as he feared, without 
pressure to these immunities, become an actor in this 
loan, which hy imprisonment and restraint was urged, 
contrary to the grants of the great charter, by so many 
glorious and victorious kiilgs so many times confirmed. 
Kiough he was well assured by your majesty’s promise 
that it should not become a precedent during the hap- 
piness of your reign, yet be conceived from thence a 
fear that succeeding ages might tlu'reby take occasion, 
for posterity, to strike at the property of their goods.” 
He concludes by assuring the king, that he will never 
consent to inconveniences in reason,” or to the dis- 
pensatfbn, violation, or impeachment of the laws. No 
factious humour, nor disaffection led on by stubbornness 
and will, hath herein stirred or moved him, but the 
just obligation of his conscience, which binds him to 
the service of your majesty, in the observance of your 
laws; and he is hopeful that your majesty will be 
pleased to restore him to your favour, and his liberty, 
and to afford him the benefit of those laws which, in all 
humility, he craves.” * Eliot probably never expected 
that this petition would be granted. Its publication 
effected his purpose in strengthening the resolutions 
of the people ; and he quietly waited in his prison 
for the day of a new parliament. 

This was precipitated by the insolent fury of Buck- 

> Rusliworth, vol. i. p. 42!) AVhitlockc sayg that ** Sir John Eliot took 
this way to inform the king what his council did not. ” — Memoriais, p. 8. 
Anthony Wood oddly converts this into a statement that Eliot was obliged 
to write in this way to the king, because his (Eliot's) counsel would not 
assist him otherwise." 
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ingham, who had consummated the desperate condition 
of affairs by a new and unprovoked war with France. At 
the suggestion of the duke’s outraged vanity', Charles 
had dismissed the French servants of his young queen ; 
she herself had been insulted ^ ; the remonstrances of tfle 
French court answered by a seizure of French ships ; 
and an expedition for the relief of Rochelle undertaken 
by the very court whose treachery jjad so lately assisted 
to reduce it. Recollecting the bitter sarcasm of Eliot 
Buckingham undertook the command of the present ex- 
pedition in person ; and, having concerted measures so 
wretchedly as to be obliged to disembark on the adjacent 
Isle of Rhe, he there suffered his army to be baffled by an 

• 

’ Clarendrin distinctly assigns this as the motive; — '* In his embassy in 
France, where his person and presence was wonderfully admired and 
esteemed (and in truth it was a wonder in the eyes of all meiO, and in 
which he appeared with all the lustre the wealth of England could adorn 
liim with, and outshined all the bravery that court could diess itself in, 
and over.aeteJ the whole nation in their own most peculiar vanities, he 
had the ainbifioii to liK Ins eyes upon, and to dedicate his most violent 
aliection to, a lady of a very sublime quality,'* — but 1 will cut short the 
reader’s impatience, and this interminable sentence, by saying at once that 
JJurkinghain fell violently in love with the young queen of France, Anne 
of Austria, declared his passion, and was listened to with anything but 
resentment. With what success the duke might ultimately hii^c urged 
Ins suit. It would be impossible to say, since great authorities difl’cr; but 
it is certain that his purpose was abruptly foiled by the intertcrence of 
cardinal Richelieu, in whom be suddenly' discovered a formidable rival. 
The innd desire to foil this great sUitcsman and most absurd lover, and to 
be able to return to Anne of Austria in all the tnumjihs of a coiitiiieror, 
now urged liini to these extremities against France. 'J'he thing is scarcely 
credible, but so it certainly ap{>cars to have been. What is to be said of 
the wretched weakness of Charles V Sec Mcmoircl infalits du ('omte de 
Ilricnnc, i. Eclairrisscinenfs. Madame dc Mottevilic, Memoires d’Anne 
cl’Autriche. Aikiii’s Court of Charles, vol. i. p. (i7. Hrodic’s Hist, of 
Rritish Empire, vol. ii. p, 1311. Lingard’s History, vol. ix. p. JGl. Cla- 
rendon, vol. i. p. .31. Carte (vol. iv. j>. 1,%'.) has attemped to throw dis- 
credit on it by the production of dates from the Mercure Francois, but 
unsuccessfully. 

‘‘i 1 his is not an occasion to notice the personal disputes of the king and 
queen, nor the way in which, for his own purposes, they iverc secretly 
inflamed by Buckingham. (Charles, like most unfaithful and decorous 
husbands, suspected his wife; and his wife, a woman of energy and 
spirited sense, despised him. Buckingham's insults to the queen are 
described by Clarendon, vol. i. p. 31., and other writers. Sec History, 
from Mackintosh, vol. v. pi62. 1 may add, that the account of the young 

queen's recciition of the news of the dismissal of her servants, as given In 
a letter of the day, is extremely characteristic of a quick temper redeemed 
by a ready sclf-coinmand. *' It is said, also, the quceiie, when she undcr- 
stootl the desigiic, grew very impatient, and brake the glasse windows with 
her little flste ; but since I hearc her rage is appeased, and the king and 
shoe, since they went together to Nonsuche, have been very jocund toge- 
ther.”— 7/ort. MSS. .383. Ellis’s Original Letters, vol. iii. p. 239. 

3 Sec p. 39. of this Memoir. 

E 4 
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inferior force, and to be at length overtaken in a situ- 
aAon where valour was of no avail, and where death 
destroyed them dreadfully, without even the agency of 
an enemy.* The result of this was in all respects 
fflghtful ; mutiny proved the least of the dangers that 
followed ; and the financial difficulties of the court be- 
came so urgent, that the last desperate and dreaded 
resource forced itself upon the king.‘^ The loan recu- 
sants were set at liberty, and writs for a new parliament 
were issued. 

Unprecedented excitement prevailed at the elections/^ 
Sir John Eliot was triumphantly returned for Cornwall; 
and every country gentleman that had refused the loan 
was sent to the hous^^ of commons. We are without 
question undone !'* exclaimed a court prophet ; and the 
king, agitated by fear and rage, prepared himself to lift 
the mask.” Secret orders were transmitted to the Low 
Countries for the levy 1000 German hors/*, and the 


• See a letter of Denzil Hollis to W entwnrth. Straflbrd Papers, vol. i. 
p. 42. llushwortb, vol. i. p. 'Wo. C’arte, vol. iv. p. I7f>. cl sen. Many 
curious purticulars, and especially the letters of Tharles to Ihickinghani, 
coiiiieotcil with this atfiiir, will be found in Hardwicke’s State Papers, 
vol. I. p. 113. ct seq. I shall have to advert to it aKuin, in noticing one of 
Eliot's sfieechcs. 

2 Sir llobert Cotton was consulted by the lords of the council, and his 
advice is said to have determiiictl the matter. U is mcl.incholy to see, 
however, that this great scholar was tempted on this occasion (see his 
Paper in Kushwortb, vol. i p. 4tJ7.) into concessions extremely unworthy 
of him. It IS probable that a rumour of this, eoupIcHl with his silence on 
the affair of the loart^ led to his defeat at the Westminster election. Eliot 
was warmly attached to him. It was at the meetings held at his house, 
where all the eminent men of the day assembled, that Eliot’s intimate 
friendship with Selden most probably commenced. Sec the Cottonian 
MSS. Jul. C. iii. 

3 An extract from a manuscript letter, dated March 8. 1827, will present 
a lively notion of this excitment It has uuite a modern air : — ** There 
was a turbulent election of burgesses at Westminster, whereof the duke 
(Buckingham), being steward, made account he should, by his authority 
and vicinity, have put in sir Bobert Pye. It continued thicc days, and 
when sir Robert Pye’s party cried * A Pye ! a Pyc ! a Pye ! ’ the adverse 
party would cry * A pudmng! a pudding! a pudding I’ and others, * A lie! 
a lie ! a lie ! ’ In fine, Bradshaw, a brewer, and Maurice, a grocer, carried 
it from him by about a thousand voices, they^assing by also sir Robert 
Cotton, besides our man and Mr. llayward, who were their last burgesses, 
because, as it is said, they had discontented their neighbours, in urging 
the payment of the loan.' It is feared (saith mine author), because such 
patriot<i are chosen every where, the parliament will not last above eight 
days. You hear of our famous election in Essex, where sir Francis Bar. 
rington and sir Harbottle Grimston had all the voices of 16,500 men.**— 
Sloane MSS. " 
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purchase of 1 0^000 stand of arms^ immediately to be 
conveyed to England.^ * 

This famous third parliament was opened by the king 
at Westminster, on the 17th of March, l6’28, in a 
speech of insolent menace. If they did notfdo tbeif 
duty, be told them, 1 must use those other means 
which God hath put into my hands, to sa^e that which 
the follies of mother men may othen^ise hazard* to lose. 
Take not this as threatening ; I scorn to threaten any 
but my equals.” 2 Wonderful was the temper and 
decormr witJi wliich the great leaders of that powerful 
house listened to this pitiful display. The imagination 
rises in the contemplation of the profound statesmanship 
which distinguished every movemegt of these men, and^ 
it is diHicult to describe it in terms of appropriate 
praise. C'onscious of the rigour of the duties they had 
to perform, for these they reserved their strength. Not 
a word wa^ wasted before the time of action came, not 
an energy fell to the ground as too great for the oc- 
casion. A resolved composure, a quiet confidence, steadily 
shone from their slightest preparation ; — and the court, 
who had looked to strengthen themselves by the pro- 
vocation of outrage, were lost in a mixed feeling of 
wonder and doubt, perhaps of even hope. Was it 
l)ossible that the ^ new counsels* had cooled the fire of 
patriotism ? ” Finch, a man known to be favourably 
affected to the court, was chosen speaker. Was the 

* There is no doubt of this. The pretence afterwards assigned was to 
defend the kingdom from invasion (Carte iv. p ISJ.) ; but the real object 
was to overawe the house of conmions. See Itushworth, vol. i. p. 474^i A 
commission was issued at the same time (concurrent with the issuing of 
the election writs ! ) to certain privy councillors, to consider of raising 
money by impositions, or otherwise, “whernn fonn and circumstance 
must be dispensed with, rather than the substance be lost.” These schemes 
were all deteateil, but their discovery necessarily exasperated the commons. 

Riishworth^ vol. i. p G14. 

2 Rushworth, vol i. p. 477. The men to whom this foolish impertinence 
was addressed arc thus described in a manuscript letter of the time by a 
very 'moderate politician. The house of commons was both yesterday 
and to-day as full as one could sit by another ; and they say it is the most 
noble and magnanimous assembly that ever these walls contained. And I 
heard a lord intimate they were able to buy the upper house (his majesty 
only excepted) thrice oyer, notwithstanding there be of lords temporal to 
the number of 118: and w/tat lord in England would be followed by so 
^nany freeholders as sotneqf these are.** Letter, dated March 21. IGiK), tn 
Sl-jane*s MSS. 
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expediency of some compromise recognised at last?” 
A resolution was passed to grant a supply^ no less than 
five subsidies^ and to be paid within twelve months ! 

Was all this possible?” — Were these the men who 
kad beetf sent from every quarter of the country to op- 
pose the court, to resent the wrongs of their constituents, 
and to avenge their own ? ” Old secretary Cooke hurried 
down with feeble haste to grasp at the subsidies. He 
was then quietly told that they could not be paid ; that 
the hill for collecting them, indeed, should not be 
framed, until certain necessary securities were given by 
the king for the future enjoyment of lil)erty and pro- 
perty among the subjects of the kingdom. The crest- 
fallen ministers reported to their hypocritical arts of 
evasion and refusal : the patriot leaders prepared for 
action. The consummate policy we have described had 
resolved the dispute into the clearest elements of right 
and wrong ; and the position of the comn>ons against 
the court was firmly and immovably determined.^ What 
they had resolved to do could now he done ; and, the 
court policy once openly betrayed, the passionate elo- 
quence of Eliot was heard, opening up to the public 
abhorrence the wounds that had lately been inflicted 
upon the liberties and laws.2 

* I refer the reader, for the only exact account of the proceedings of this 
parliament, ro the journals and debates Dr. liing<ard has described the con- 
duct of the leaders of the country party very faithlully. ‘‘ 'riicy advanced htoj> 
by step ; first rc.*«olving to grant a supply, then hxing it at the tempting 
amount of five subsidies, and, lastly, agreeing that the whole should be 
paid within the short space of twelve months. Jlut no art, no entreaty 
could prevail on them to pass their resolution in the shape of a bill. It was 
held out as a lure to the king ; it was gradually brought nearer and nearer 
to his grasp, but they still refused to surrender their hold ; they required 
as a previous condition that he should give his assent to those liberties 
which they claimed as the birthright of KngUshmen.*’— vol. ix. 
p. 37J>. See also Hume, vol. v. p. IfiO. 

" ** Sir John Kliot,” says the writer of the Ephcmcris Parliamentaria, 
** did pa.ssionatcly and rhetorically set forth our late grievances ; he mis. 
liked much the violating of our laws.** This speech is unfortunately lost. 

What pity it i^,” observes Mr. Drodie, “ that no copy has been preserved 
of sir John Eliot’s speech upon the grievances! He appears to have been 
the most elo(}uent man of his time.” Echoing his regret, I am suniriscd 
that Mr. Drodie should have passed without mention a most remarkable 
s])ecch of Eliot, which 1 shall nave immediate occasion to allude to, deli- 
vered by him on the same subject in the present session, and admirably 
handed down to us from the MSS. of Napier. He had noble seconders on 
the occasion referred to in the text. ** I read of a custom,” said sir Robert 
Philips (rising after Eliot had ceased), ** among the old Romans, that 
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The resultj after many committees on Uie liberty of 
the subject^ was a resolution to prepare (he mernorabte 
petition of right. ^ Sir John Eliot took part in all the 
debates ; lifted them to the most vigorous and passion- 
ately determined tone ; and now acted in all respects a» 
the great leader of the house. 

Charles’s attempts to get hold of the siibsidies con- 
tinued to be i^ceasing, and every art was resorted to by 
his ministers. Buckingham^ meanwhile^ covered with 
his recent failures and disgraces^ liad hitherta kept him- 
self out of view ; and it is another proof of the noble 
policy we have characterised in every movement of the 
popular leaders at this time^ that, intent upon their 
grander objects, they passed the subdued favourite, so 
long as he was not intruded before them, in contempU 
uous silence. The court party, however, rarely failed 


onco every yoar^they held a solemn feast for their slaves, at which they 
had liberty, witnout exception, to siieak what they would, thereby to ease 
thoir afflicted minds; which, being finished, they severally returnoil to 
their former hervitude. This may, with some resemblance and distinction, 
well set forth our present state ; when now, alter the revolution of some 
time, and grievous .sufflTiiig of many violent opprossSions, wo have, as those 
slaves liad, a day of liberty of speech ; but shall not, 1 trust, be i•realler 
slaves, for we arc free. Yet wliat new illegal proceedings our states and 
persons have suffered under, my heart yearns to think, iny tongue falters 
to utter! I can live,” passionately Philips continued, ” although another, 
who has no right, Lie put to live with me ; nay, I can live although I pay 
excises and impohitions more than I do. liut to have my liberty, which is 
the soul of my life, taken from me by power! and to have iny body pent 
up in a gaol, without remedy by law, and to be so adjudgcrl ! O improvident 
ancestors ! O unwise foretathers ! to be so curious iii providing for the 
quiet possession of our laws, and the liberties of parliament, and to neglect 
our persons and bodies, and to let them lie in prison, and that, dinante 
hem'jilacito, remediless ! If tins be law, why do wc talk of liberties ? Why 
do we trouble ourselves with i| dispute about law, fianchiscs, property of 
goods, and the like ? What may any man call bis own, if not the liberty 
of his person ? ” Sir llcnjamin Rudyard followed. ” I’his is the crisis of jiar- 
liaments,” he said ; ** by this we shall know whether parliaments will live or 
die! ’’ To him succeeilcil the dark and doubtful energy of Wentworth, and 
the undimincd clearness of the venerable sir Kilward Coke. “ I’ll begin,” 
said the latter, after approving the proiiosed supplies, “ with a noble record. 
It cheers me to think of it ! It is worthy to be written in letters of gold ! 
Loans against the will of the subject arc against reason and the franchises of 
the land, and they desire restitution. Franchise ! W'hat a word is that 
‘ franchise ! ’ ” — Pari. Hist. vol. vii. p. 363. et seq. These men were indeed 
callable of the great duties that fell to them. 

* The grievances detailed before these committees were reduced to six 
heads: attendance at the council board — imprisonment -'confinement- 
designation to foreign employment — martial law — undue proceedings in 
matters of judicature. These were severally debated, and Eliot spoke;upon 
all of them with characteristic energy. The portions that remain of his 
speeches arc sufflcicnttoindicate this. — Par/. voLvii. pp.3119— 405. &c. 
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to misconstrue conduct of this sort ; and now, with a 
fetal preciptancyj presumed upon this silence. Cooke, 
the king’s secretary, by way of an inducement to suffer 
him to touch the subsidies, assured the house that the 
4cing was very grateful for their vote ; and, moreover, 
that Buckingham had implored his majesty to grant all 
the popular (ksiresJ An extract from a jnanuscript letter 
of the time \vill convey the most lively ij^tion of wdiat 
followed. Sir Jolin Eliot instantly leapt up, and taxed 
the secretary for intermingling a subject’s speech with 
the king’s message. It could not become' any subject to 
bear himself in such a fashion, as if no grace ought to 
descend from the king to the people, nor any loyalty 
ascend from the peojile to the king, but through him 
only. Whereunto many in the house made an exclam- 
ation, ^AV'ell spoken, sir John Eliot From a 

more detailed report T will give an extract of this 
speech, happily characteristic of Eliot’s sityle, of the 
dignified phrase, not unmixed with a composed sarcasm, 
with which in tlie jiresent instance the sharpness of his 
rebuke was tempered. “ My joy at this message is not 
without trouble, which must likewise be declared. I 
must disburthen this affliction, or I cannot, otherwise, 
so lively and so faithfully express my devotion to the 
service of this house as I had resolved. I know not by 
what fatality or infortunity it has crept in, but I ob- 
serve, in the close of the secretary’s relation, mention 
made of another in addition to his majesty ; and that 
which hath been formerly a matter of complaint, I find 
here still — a mixture with his majesty, not only in his 
business, but in name. Is it that any man conceives the 
mention of others, of what quality soever, can add en- 
couragement or affection to us, in our duties and loy- 
alties towards his majesty, or give them greater latitude 
or extent than naturally they have ? Or is it supposed 
that the power or interest of any man can add more 

' Pari. Hist. vol. vii. p. 431. 

2 Sloaiic MSS., 4177. Letter from Mr. Pory. Another account will be 
found among these manuscripts, m a letter from Mr. Mead, dated April L!. 



sla JOHN ELIOT. 


61 


readiness to his majesty^ in his gracious inclination to- 
wards us^ than his own goodness gives him ? 1 canno't 
believe it ! But^ sir^ 1 am sorry there is occasion that 
these things should be argued; or that this mixture, 
which Avas formerly condemned, should appear againf 
1 beseech you, sir, let it not be hereafter ; let no man 
t^e this boldness within these walls, to 4ntroduce it ! 
It is contrary to the custom of oiy fathers, and the 
honour of our times. I desire that such interposition 
may be let alone, and that all his majesty's regards and 
goodnesses towards this house may spring alone from 
his confidence of our loyalty and affections.” ^ The 
secretary remained silent, but the court remembered 
that rebuke bitterly. ^ 

Equally firm, however, against its threatening and 
cajoling, the commons persisted in their great purpose. 
Resolutions were passed declaratory of the rights of 
the people ; and a conference appointed with the lords 
that they inight concur in a pt'tition to the throne 
— founded upon magna cbarta and other statutes ; di. 
reeled to the security of the person, as the foremost 
of all securities ; strengthened on that point by Rvelve 
direct and thirty-one indirect precedents ; completed by 
certain resolutions of their own, reducing those prece- 
dents to a distinct unity of purpose^; and to be 
called a petition of right, because requiring nothing, 

^ Pari. Hist. vol. vii. p. 43.3. In this speech also Eliot, referring to the 
king’s thankful rerogiutum of the vote of subsidies, ami the honeyetl words 
he had addressed to them through C'<ioke, expressive of his sense of their 
claim.s, threw out a remark in which there appears an ominous union of 
sarcasm and steiniiess. ** 1 presume we have all received great satisfaction 
from his majesty in his present gracious answer and resolution for the 
Inisiness of this. house; in his answer to our petition for religion, so par- 
ticularly made; in his resolution in that otIicT consideration concerning 
the point, ALUKADY 8 KTTLK 0 HKKE, III declaration of our liberties; and for 
the parliament in general.” 

^ I hese resolutions were four in number, and had for their object the 
security of the subject from those infamous pretences of the court lawyers 
and court judges, which liad lieen so remarkably exhibited in the case of the 
live members. See them in Kushworth, vol. i. p. 513 Pari. Hist. vol. vii. 

E . 407. The profound skill and judgment of the leaders of the commons, 
y sealing down the old statutes thus, at once shut out every possible plea 
of silence or evasion ftom the corrupt judges, and struck from under them 
their old resource to antagonist cnactmciits, judicial precedents, and 
exercises of prerogative, 
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save the recognition and direction of violated laws. 
The lords and commons met, and the constititu- 
tional lawyers stated their case with a startling clear, 
ness. It lies not under Mr. attorney's cap," ex- 
claimed sir Edward Coke, to answer any one of our 
arguments.” “ With my own hand,” said Selden, I 
have written 'mut all the records from^tbe Tower, the 
exchequer, and the king's bench, and I ii^ll engage iny 
head Mr. attorney shall not find in all these archives 
a single precedent omitted.” * The close of the con- 
ference elicited from the lords a series of counter-reso- 
lutions, which were immediately rejected by Eliot and 
his friends, as nothing more than an ingenious subter- 
fuge. These resolutions, in point of fact, if agreed 
To, would, after recognising the legality of the prece- 
dents urgefl, have left the matter precisely where it 
was. The king* s word was to be the chief security .- 

The lords, in truth, had been tampered with ; and 
the court heedlessly betrayed this by proposing, a few 
days after, in a royal message, precisely the same 
security, with the addition of a piece of advice that one 

1 Sec the reports of the conferenre in the Journals. Kush worth, vol. i. 
p. 5S27. et seq . } and Farl. Hist, vol vii. p. 4 (j9. vt scq. Tlie legal rcbcarcii 
and vast ability displayed by the jiopular leaders in this eoiitbrenec, deter- 
mined the lords to hear counsel for the crown. One of these, however, 
Serjeant Ashley, having argued in behalf of the prerogative in the high 
tone of the last reign, w.is ordered into custody by tiicir loriLships, who at 
the same time assured the commons that he had no authority from them 
tor what he had said. (See Pari. Hist. vol. viii. j). 47. for the ofl'cnsivc 
argument ; and afterwards, p. 53. and p. fi8.) This was a somewhat strong 
step to take against a king’s counsel, employed at a tree conference ; and 
Mr. Hallam urges it (Const Hist vol. i. p. 533.) as a ** remarkable proof 
of the rapid growth of {lopular principles.” It is a compliment to the 
growing influence of the lower house, but certainly no proof of the popular 
principles of a body of men who, the very moment after they had thus seemed 
to condemn arbitrary doctrines, proposed to grant to the king in extraordi. 
nary cases, the necessity of which he was to determine, a power of commit- 
ment without showing cause ! This was rubbing Peter to pay Paul with a 
vengeance! Sec their five propositions, in liushworth, vol. i. p. 54(1 An 
anecdote of one of their lordship, which occurred at this time, is worth sub. 
joining. As the earl of Suffolk was passing from the conference into the com. 
mittce chamber of the house, he insolently swore at one of the members 
of the commons, and said Mr. Selden deservctl to be hanged, for tliat he 
had rased a record. This was immediately noised about, and came to the 
ears of Eliot He took up the matter with great warmth, in vindication 
of his regard for Selden, had the circumstances investigate by a commit- 
tee, and proposed some stringent resolutions against the earl, ** which were 
agreed unto by the whole house.'* See Commons’ Journals, April 17. 16S8; 
and Pari. Hist. vol. vii. p. 452. 

See Rush worth, vol. i. p. 546. 
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regrets to see so evidently wasted. It would have 
been hailed with nods of such profuse delight by a 
parcel of Chinese mandarins. The wrath of a king 
is like the roaring of a lion ; and all laws^ with his 
wrath, are of no effect : but the king s favour is like 
the dew upon the grass ; there all will prosper ! ^ Un-i 
doubtedly this .was lost upon the presAit audience. 
Eliot, who w^s well read in literatiy;e, might probably 
have reminded Philips or Selden of the leonine propen- 
sities of the Athenian weaver, who aggravated his voice, 
however, to such an extent in roaring, that at last he 
came to roar as gently as a dove or a nightingale. Cer- 
tainly no other notice was taken. The commons re- 
turned to their house, and qui^ly, and without a 
single dissentient, ordered their lawyers to throw the 
matter of their petition into the shape of a hill, that 
the responsibility of openly rejecting it might fall on the 
lords and the king. 

Message succeeded message, but still the commons 
proceeded. Briefly and peremptorily, at last, Charles 
desired, through his secretary, to know decidedly whe- 
ther the house would or would not rest upon his 
royal word ? Upon this there was silence for a good 
space.” ^ Pym was the first to break it ; and Eliot 
hastened to relieve Pym from the personal dilemma 
in which his fearless acuteness threatened to place 
him. I move,” said he, that this proposition be 
put to the question, because they that would have it 
do urge us to that point.” The question was rejected. 
Charles instantly sent down another message peremp- 
torily warning them not to encroach on that sove. 

» See Pari. Hist vol. viii. p. 81. Rushwortb, voL i. p. 551, Aikin*8 
Court of Charles, vol. i. p. 5206. 

Itush worth, vol. i. p. 553. Pari. Hist vol. viii. p. 95. 

There is no mention of this in the debates, but 1 have it on the 
authority of a manuscript letter in the collection of Dr. Birch. I may 
take this opportunity of stating that that learned person had with his own 
hand transcribed for publication, from the Hailelan and various other coU 
lections, a vast number of letters, illustrative of the reigns of James I. and * 
Charles I. ; but which remain to this day on the shelves of the Sloane 
collection, as the transcriber left them. Their arrangement and publica. 
tion would confer a valuable service on history ; yet I fear there is no pre. 
vailing encouragement for undertakings of this sort. It is to be regretted. 
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reign ty, or prerogative, which God hath put into our 
Hands/’ and threatening to end the session on Tuesday 
se’nnight at the furthest. Whereupon/’ say the 
Journals^ sir John Eliot rose and spoke.” He com- 
plained bitterly of the proposed shortness of the session. 

Look,” he exclaimed, how many messages we 
have ! Intenruptions^ mis-reports, and misrepresent- 
ations produce these messages. I feaj:,” continued 
Eliot, his majesty yet knows not what we go about. 
Let us make some enlargement, and put Jt again before 
him.” ^ An address for this purpose was instantly 
agreed to by the house, was presented by the speaker, 
and again the king found himself completely baffled. 
It would be too ])ainful to follow his windings and 
^doublings tlirough their long and mean course, but that 
at every turn some new evidence arrests us, of the 
brilliant powers and resources of the great statesman 
whose character wc seek to illustrate. 

So clear and decisive was the last statement of the 
commons, that Charles fancied he had no resource now 
but to intimate his assent to the proposed bill ; yet, 
eveii^n doing this, he sought, by an insidious restriction, 
to withhold from the old statutes and precedents that 
unity and directness of purpose which the cementing 
resolutions of the house were, for the first time, about 
to give to them. vindicate,” "Wentworth had 

said, — what ? new things ? No ! our ancient, legal, 
and vital liberties, — by re-enforcing the laws enacted 
by our ancestors, by setting such a seal upon them 

' Pari. Hist. vol. viii. p. 99. Rushworth, vol. i. p. .W,! In the addrcs.s 
which was voted in consequence of Kliot’H proposition, the king is ail. 
vised distinctly of the nature of the resolutions they had passed, as 1 have 
above explained them. “ Tliey have not the least thought of straining or 
enlarging the former laws ; the hounds of their desires extend no farther 
than to .some necessary explanation of that which is truly comprehended 
wittiin the just sense and meaning of those laws, with some moderate pro. 
vision for execution and performance.'^ Part. Hist. vol. viii. p. Sir 
Benjamin Rudyard expressed the matter, in the course of the debate on 
this address, in a more homely way. “ For ray own part,” be said, “ I 
should lie very glad to sec that good, old, decrepit law of Magna Charta, 
which hath been so long kept in, lain bed.rid as it \|^erc, — I should be 
glad, I say, to see it walk abroad again, with new vigour and lustre." The 
conclusion of his speech was a covered rebuke to Charles. No man 
is oound to 1)0 rich, or great— no, nor to be wise. But every man is bound 
to be honest , ' 
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as no licentious spirit shall dare hereafter to enter upon 
them ! ” I assent,” said Charles, unworthily at th? 
same moment seeking to evade this seal, ^^but so as that 
Magna Charta and the other six statutes alluded to may 
be without additions, paraphrases, or explanations.” 
The commons had not had time to spurn the proffered 
deceit, when, with a childish imbecility, die king sent 
down another^ message desiring tha^ they should take 
his word.^ The house was at this moment sitting 
in committee. Secretary Cooke, who brought the mes- 
sage, concluded with an earnest desire that the debate 
upon it should be done before the house, and not be- 
fore the committee.” He had good reasons for this ; 
for he knew what arguments mighj possibly be urged, 
and that the court had at least one security against 
them, in the secret commands which the king had 
already placed upon the timid speaker.*^ Sir John Eliot, 
conscious of^ the weakness of Finch, saw through the 
secretary’s purpose, and effectually foiled it. With 
great energy he urged proceeding in committee as more 
likely to be honouiable and advaptageous. That way,” 
he said, “ leads most to truth. It is a more open Vay. 
Every man may there add his reasons, and make 
answer upon the hearing of other men's reasons and 
arguments.” ** The house assented; the debate proceeded 
with closed doors ; and the result was a plain and 
determined resolution by the commons, that they could 
only take the king’s word in a parliamentary way. They 
passed their bill, and sent it up to the lords.^ 

* Speech of the lord keeper. Pari. Hist. vol. viii. p. 98. Rushworth, 
vol. i. p. {jffl. Tlie miserable fatuity of consenting thus to their i>rocceding 
by bill, while he robs them of all the advantages they sought to achieve by 
that mode of procedure, is too apparent. 

2 Rushworth, vol. i. p. 567. Pari. Hist. vol. viii. p. 103. The secretary ’s 
wriggling method of delivering this message was curious and instructive. 

3 Finch had already commenced his bargain for promotion, by promising 
the king to discountenance,' as much as possible, any asiicrsion of his mi. 
nisters, and more especially of Buckingham. I have already suggested the 
only motive the commons could have had in electing this man as their 
speaker. They appear to have desired to impress the court, on their first 
meeting, with a sense of how little they were disposed to be actuated in 
their duties by any violent temper, or the resentment of individual wrongs. 
They committed an error, but a generous one. 

* Part Hist vol. viii. p. 1Q4. 

^ In the interval between this and the^rs^ assent of Charles, the affkir 
VOL. II. F 
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To the lords the king now addressed a letter^ stating 
that he could not, without the overthrow of Jus sove- 
reignty, part witli the power of committing the subject, 
but promising in all ordinary casQS to obey Magna 
•Charta, and not to imprison for the future “ any man 
for refusing a loan, nor for any cause which, in his 
judgment aird conscience, he did not conceive necessary 
for the public good.” * This letter was instantly sent to 
the lower house, and all the notice we find of it in their 
journals is given in four words, — They laid it aside." - 
Not so the lords, who, with customary pliancy, founded 
upon it a saving clause to reserve his majesty’s sove- 
reign power,*' and — so weakened — sent down the bill. 
“ Let us take heet\,'* said Coke, on hearing the addi- 
tion, what we yield unto ; Magna Charta is such a 
fellow that he will have no sovereign.” Seldcn followed 
with a singular warning and precedent’^ ; the clause was 
generally condemned ; ami, after a conference, the 
lords consented to abandon it. The petition of right. 


of Dq Manwaniig was broiigllt before the house. I shall have to allude 
to it in the biography of l*yin. 

‘ The U)rd»’ Journals, May 12. Rushworth, vol. i. p. 560. Tarl. Hist, 
vol viii. p. 110. 

2 Ku!ih\\orlh, vol. i. p. 561. Pari. Hist vol. viii. p. 112. 

^ The debate on this que.stioii was one of the most remarkable, for a dis. 
play of ready knowledge and acute judgment. See espoeially Seldnn’s 
speech, and that delivered by Glanvil before the lords. Uushworth, 
vol. i. p. 5<i2— .579. A precedent had been urged by the opposite party, 
from a petition in the reign of Edward I. Seldcn’s all-wonderhil learning 
never failed him. That clause of 28th Edward L,” he said, at once 
silencing his opponents, '* was not in the petition, but in the king’s answer.’* 
Then mark how triumphantly he turned the tables on them— the passage is 
ill all respects remarkable. **In 28th Edward 1., the commons, by petition or 
bill, did obtain the liberties and articles at the end of the parlminent ; they 
were extracted out of the roll, and proclaimed abroad. The addition 
was added in the proclamation ; but in the bill there was no ' savant ; * 
yet afterwards it was put in. And to prove this, though it is true there is 
no parliaineiit.roll of that year, yet wc have hibtoncs of that time. In the 
library at Oxford there is a journal of a parliament of that very year which 
mentions so much ; as also in the public library at Cambridge there is in a 
MS. that belonged to an abbey : it was of the same year, 2Sth Edward 1., 
and it mentions the parliament, and the petitions, and * articulos guos 
peherunt sic copfirtnavU rex^ ut in fine adderet^ salvo jure coronte regis* 
and they came in by proclamation. But, in London, when the people 
heard of this clause lieing added in the end, they fell into execration for 
that addition ; and the great earls that went away satisfied from the par. 
liainetit, hearing of this, went to Uie king, and afterwards it was cleared 
at the next iiarliament. Now there is no parliament-roll of this, of that 
time; only in the end of Edward HI. there is one roll that recites it" 
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adopted by both houses^ was now presented to the 
throne. • 

Charles^ for two long months^ had, by every sort of sub- 
terfuge, struggled to avoid this crisis. It had arrived, 
notwithstanding. On the one hand, want awaited him ;* 
on the other, the surrender of his darling power. In- 
capable of eithei;, he sought a passage of esSbape through 
one perfidy nwre, and in this he might have succeeded 

— but for Eliot. He sent for tne judges, and, with 
the most solemn injunctions to secresy, put three ques- 
tions to them respecting the proposed petition of rights : 

— Whether the king may commit without showing a 
cause ? ” Whether the judges ought to deliver on 
habeas corpus a person committed^** Whether he 
should not deprive himself of such pow'cr of commiU 
meat by granting the petition of right The judges 
answ’erod to the first and second questions, that the 
general rule^of law was against him, but exceptive cases 
might arise ; and to the third, they said that it must 
be left to the courts of justice in each particular case.^ 
Consoling himself with these assurances, he went to the 
house of lords in a sort of secret triumph, resolved to 
assent to the bill, yet in such terms as might still leave its 
construction to his convenient parasites on the bench. 
The commons hurried up to their lordships" har. 


So closed the debate on “ sovereign power.” 1 may add that ujwn this 
pro))osc<l addition, that notably bungling intriguer, bishop Williaini>, eini. 
iiently distinguished liiinself. He professed to be an ardent proiqoter of the 
petition of right, yet he stood up mightily fur the clause. 'I'lie consequence 
was a meeting between himself and Buckingham, a pertect reconcilement, 
and, as we are told, ” his grace had the bishop’s consent with a little 
asking, that he would be hi.s grace’s faithlul servant lu the next session of 
parliament ; and was allowed to hold up a seeming enmity, and his own 
popular estimation, that he might the sooner do the work.” Such were 
the public men with whom Eliot had to deal, and upon the faith of such 
as these have attempts been made uiion his character. See Hacket’s 
Scrinia Ucscrata, p. 77. et scq. 

1 'I'he questions and answers were discovered at length in the Hargrave 
MSS. xxxii. 117. Hallain’s Constitutional History, vol. i. p. .IV'U Ellis’s 
Original Letters, new scries, vol. iii. p. 2.'J0. History, troin Mackintosh, 
vol. V. p. 92 . Much unnecessary trouble, on the part of the king, appears 
through all these pnu'eedings ; fur he afterwards proved himself quite as 
capable of openly violating a statute enacted in the regular manner, as of 
playing the game of evasion.with his duty and his conscience. But wounded 
vanity had clearly much to do with it. 

r 2 
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Gentlemen/’ he said, with a sullen abruptness, I 
!im come hither to perform my duty. I think no man 
can think it long, since I have not taken so many days 
in answering the petition, as ye spent weeks in framing 
•it : and I am come hither to show you that, as well in 
formal things as in essential, I desire to give you as 
mucli content as in me lies.” He then, to the surprise 
of his hearers, ii^tcad of the ordinary droit fait 
comme il est d^nrc, delivered the following by way of 
royal assent : — The king willeth, that right be done 
according to the laws and customs of the realm, and 
that the statutes be put in due execution, that his subjects 
may have no cause to complain of any wrong or oppres- 
sions, contrary to tjjeir just rights and liberties, to the 
preservation whereof he holds himself in conscience 
as well obliged, as of his own prerogative.”' 

The next meeting of the house of commons was a very 
momentous one. The singular treachery of the king had 
struck with a paralysing effect upon many of the mem- 
bers ; it seemed hopeless to struggle with it further ; 
it had continued proof against every effort ; all the 
consfltutional usages of parliament bad fallen exhausted 
from the unequal contest; and already the house saw 
itself dissolved, without the achievement of a single 
guarantee for the liberty and property of the kingdom. 
The best and the bravest began to despair. 

But then the genius of Eliot rose to the grandeur of 
that occasion ; and, by its wonderful command over 
every meaner passion, by its great disregard of every per- 
sonal danger, wrested the very sense of hopeless discom- 
fiture to the achievement of a noble security. Knowing 
more thoroughly than others the character of the king, 
he knew that he was yet assailable. His conduct at 
this awful crisis has seemed to me to embody a perfect 
union of profound sagacity and fearless magnanimity, 
unsurpassed, perhaps unequalled, in the history of 
the most illustrious statesmen. 


* Rushworth, vol, i. p. 588. Fail. Hist vol. viii. p. 145. 
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On Tuesday, the 3d of June,” says Rushworth, 

the king’s answer to the petition of right was read ift 
the house of commons, and seemed too scant. Where- 
upon sir John Eliot stood up, and made a long speech, 
wherein he gave forth so full and lively a represen tatior^ 
of all grievances, both general and particular, as if they 
had never before^ been mentioned,** 1 But observe with 
what consun^nate policy. It was not a representation 
of the grievances alone, such as half been urged some 
months before it was a pursuit of them to their poison- 
ous spring and source ; it was an exhibition beside them 
of their hideous origin ; it was a direction of the wrath 
of the people against one oppressor, whose rank was not 
beyond its reach ; it was, in one word, a fatal blow at 
Charles through that quarter where alone he seemed to 
be vulnerable — it was, in its aim and result, a philippic 
against the duke of Buckingham. Demosthenes never 
delivered one, more clear, plain, convincing, irresistible. 
It calls to mind that greatest of orators. Eliot’s general 
style was more immediately cast in the manner of 
Cicero, but here he rose beyond it, into the piercing 
region of the Greek. Demosthenic strenglM and 
closeness of reasoning, clearness of detail, and appalling 
earnestness of style, are all observable in the naked 
outline I now present. What may have been the gran- 
deur and the strength of its complete proportions.^ 
I recollect a remark of Mr. Hazlitt’s, that the author of 
this speech might have originated the dogged style ” 
of one of our celebrated political writers. “ There is 
no affectation of wit in it," he continued, no studied or- 
nament, no display of fancied superiority. The speaker's 
whole • heart and soul are in his subject ; he is full of 
it ; his mind seems, as it were, to surround and pene- 
trate every part of it nothing diverts him from his 
purpose, or interrupts the course of his reasoning for a 

I Rushworth, voL i. p. The indefatigable collector, however, only 
gives a brief outline of the speech. It may be worth notice also, that, owing 
to some confusion in his paiiers, a portion of this outline was printed in the 
wrong place, and still stands as a separate speech botli in his work and the 
Parliamentary History. See the latter, vol. vii. p. 399. ; and Rushworth, 
voL i. p. 520. 

p 3 
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moment. No thought of the personal loss, then fright- 
Mly incurred, no fear of the dangers that were sure to 
foUow. His argument rose paramount, for it was the 
life of the nation's libertiesJ 

• " Mr. Speaker,** Eliot began, we sit here as the 
great council of the king, and, in that capacity^ it is 
ouii nirTY t# take into consideration the present state 
and affairs of the kingdom. In this consideration, I 
confess, many a sad thought hath affrighted me ; and 
that not only in respect of our dangers from abroad, 
which yet I know are great, as they have been often in 
this place prest and dilated to us, but in respect of our 
disorders here at home, which do inforce those dan- 
gers, and by which they are occasioned. For, I be- 
"lieve, I shall make if cleare unto you, that, as at first the 
cause of these dangers were our disorders, so our disor- 
ders now are yet our greatest dangers. It is not so 
much the potency of our enemies, as the weakness of 
ourselves, that threatens us. That saying of the father 
may be assumed by us : Non tarn potentin ffna, qnam 
neyligentia nostra. Our want of true devotion to heaven, 
our insincerity and doubling in religion, our want of 
councils, our precipitate actions, the insufficiency or un- 
faithfulness of our generals abroad, the ignorance or 
corruptions of our ministers at home, the impoverishing 
of the sovereign, the oppression and depression of the 
subject, the exhausting of our treasures, the waste of 
our provisions, consumption of our ships, destruction of 
our men — these make the advantage to our enemies, 
not the reputation of their arms. And if in these there 
he not reformation, we need no foes abroad. Time itself 
will ruin us !** 

It is a sayinj? of May, the historian, in referonrr to this and other 
si)ccchcs, that the freedom th.at sir John Eliot used in parliament, was 
by the jieople applauded, though much taxed by the courtiers, and cen. 
suTcd by some of a more politique reserve (considering the times) among 
his own party, in that kind that Tacitus censures 'J'hrascas Fmtus, as 
thinking such freedom a necdleshc, and therefore a foolish thing, where 
no cure could bo hoped by it. SU>t periculvmt nrr a/iis libertatrm.” This 
is the old reproach of the timid and indifferent. I am about to show, in 
the prc’.ent instance, that he incurred the danger, which soon after fell 
upon his life, in no spirit of idle forwardness, but for the achievement of a 
gieat practical pur|)osc, which he did achieve. 



sin JOHN ELIOT. 


71 


A slight interruption from the ministers here appears 
to have given Eliot a moment’s pause. With admirable 
address he appealed to the house. You will all hold 
it necessary that what I am about to urge seems not an 
aspersion on the state^ or imputation on the govern.* 
mentj as I have known such motions misinterpreted. 
Far is this from me to propose, who hgve none but 
clear thoughtg of the excellency of the king, nor can 
have other ends than the advancemefit of his majesty’s 
glory. 1 shall desire/* he continued, a little of your 
patience extraordinary to open the particulars, which I 
shall do with what brevity I may, answerable to the 
importance of the cause, and the necessity now upon us, 
yet with such respect and observation to the time, as I 
hope it shall not be thought troubleSome.” 

He then proceeded to open up the question of insin* 
cerity and doubling in religion/* He pursued it through 
many strong and terrible examples. Will you have 
authority of books ? ** he asked, furnishing them with a 
series of the most striking passages from the recent 
collections of the committee that had been sitting on 
religious affairs. Will you have proofs of men^ ** he 
continued. Witness' the hopes, witness the presump- 
tions, witness the reports of all the papists generally. 
Observe the dispositions of commanders, the trust of 
officers, the confidence in secretaries to employments in 
this kingdom, in Ireland, and elsewhere ! These all 
will show it hath too great a ceitainty; and to this add 
but the incontrovertible evidence of that all-powerful 
hand, which we have felt so sorely. For if the hea- 
vens oppose themselves to us for our impiety, it is we 
that first opposed the heavens.** 

Eliot next handled the want of councils.” This,” 
he said, is that great disorder in a state, with which 
there cannot be stability. If effects may show their 
causes, as they are often a perfect demonstration of 
them, our misfortunes, our disasters, serve to prove it, 
and the consequences they draw with them. If reason 
he allowed in this dark age, the judgment of depend- 
F 4 
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encies and foresight of contingencies in affairs do con- 
firm it. For, if we view ourselves at home^ are we in 
strength^ are we in reputation^ equal to our ancestors ? 
If we view ourselves abroad^ are our friends as many, 
Are our enemies no more ? Do our friends retain their 
safety and possessions? Do not our enemies enlarge 
themselves, ^nd gain from them and^ us ? To what 
counsel owe we the loss of the Palatinate, where we 
sacrificed both ou/honour and our men, — obstructing 
those greater powers appointed for that selrvice, by 
which it might have been defensible? AVhat counsel 
gave direction to the late action, whose wounds are yet 
bleeding — 1 mean the expedition to Hhec, of which 
there is yet so sad a memory in all men ? A\'hat de- 
^sigii for us, or advaifcage to our state, could that import ? 
You know the wisdom of our ancestors, and the practice 
of their times ; how they preserved their safeties ! ^Ye 
all know, and have as much cause to doubt as they had, 
the greatness and ambition of that kingdom, which tub 
OLD WOULD COULD NOT SATISFY.* Against this great- 
ness and ambition we likewise know the proceedings of 
that princess, that never-to-be-forgotten, excellent queen, 
Elizabeth, whose name, without admiration, falls not 
into mention even wdth her enemies ! You know how 
she advanced herself, and how she advanced this nation 
in glory anil in state ; how she depressed her enemies, 
and how she upheld her friends ; how she enjoyed a 
full security, and made them then our scorn, who now 
are made our terror!" 

'fhe principles of that policy by which Elizabeth had 
effected all this, Eliot now developed to the house, ex- 
hibiting beside them the singularly opposite and pitiful 
contrast of the prevailing policy. The passage is remark- 
able for its subtlety, no less than for its exactest truth. 

Some of the principles she built on were these ; and, 
if 1 mistake, let reason and our statesmen contradict me. 
■ — First, to maintain, in what she might, an unity in 

I The entire range of English oratory furnishes nothing finer in expres- 
sioQ and purpose than this allusion to Spain. 
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France^ that that kingdom^ being at peace vrithin itself^ 
might be a bulwark to keep back the power of Spain by 
land. Nextj to preserve an amity and league between 
that state and us, that so we might come in aid of the 
Low Countries, and by that means receive their shipS 
and help them by sea. This treblk cord, so working 
between France^ the States, and Englandf might enable 
us, as occasiryi should require, to fyve assistance unto 
others. It was by this means, the experience of that 
time doth tell us, that we were not only free from those 
fears that now possess and trouble us, but our names 
were also fearful to our enemies. Sec now what corre- 
spondency our actions have with this; square them by 
these rules. They have induced, as a necessary conse- 
quence, a division in France between the protestants 
and their king, of which we have had too woful and 
lamentable experience. They have made an absolute 
breach betyreen that state and us, and so entertain us 
against France, and France in preparation against us, 
that we have nothing to promise to our neighbours — 
hardly to ourselves ! Nay, observe the time in which 
they were attempted, and you shall find it not only 
varying from those principles, but directly contrary and 
opposite, ejff diametro, to those ends ! and such as, from 
the issue and success, rather might be thought a con- 
ception of Spain, than begotten here with us ! ” 

Every word was now falling with tremendous effect 
upon Buckingham, and the ministers could endure it 
no longer. Sir Humphry May, the chancellor of the 
duchy, and one of the privy council, started from his 
seat, expressing,” as Rushworth states it, a dislike. 
But the house ordered sir John Eliot to go on. Where- 
upon he proceeded thus : — ' Mr. Speaker, I am sorry for 
this interruption, but much more sorry if there hath 
been occasion ; — wherein, as 1 shall submit myself 
wholly to your judgment, to receive what censure you 
should give me, if I have offended ; so, in the integrity 
of my intentions and clearness of my thoughts, 1 must 
still retain this confidence, — that no greatness shall deter 
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me from the duties which I owe to the service of my 
Wng and country, but that, with a true English heart, I 
shall discharge myself as faithfully, and as really, to 
the extent of my poor power, as any man whose honours 
®r whose offices most strictly oblige him.’ ” 

With admirable self-possession, Eliot then resumed 
his speech af the very point of interriyition, and con- 
tinued to urge th^ madness of breaking peace with 
France at a time so emphatically unfortunate. You 

know,” he said, the dangers Denmark was in, and 
how much they concerned us ; what in respect of our 
alliance and the country ; what in the importance of the 
Sound ; (what an advantage to our enemies tlie gain there- 
^of would be !) Whj^ loss then, what prejudice to us, by 
this disunion ! ive breaking upon France, France en- 
raged by us, and the Netherlands at amazement between 
both I no longer could we intend to aid that luckless king, 
whose loss is our disaster.”* Here Eliot, having, as it 
appears to me, reduced the matter ad ahsurdim, suddenly 
turned round to the ministerial bench. Can those, now, 
that express their troubles at the hearing of these things, 
and hive so often told us, in this place, of their knowledge 
in the conjunctures and disjunctures of affairs, Mcy 
advised in this? Was this an act of council, Mr. Speaker? 
I have more charity than to think it ; and, unless they 
make a confession of themselves, I cannot believe it** 
The orator now, under cover of a discussion of a 
third division of his argument, the insufficiency 
and unfaithfulness of our generals,” dragged Bucking- 
ham personally upon the scene. For a moment, how- 
ever, before doing this, he paused. What shall I say ? 
I wish there nrere not cause to mention it ; and, hut 
out of apprehension of the danger that is to come, 

1 It would be easy to dilate this speech into a volume, so pregnant is 
rver> word with meaning, so condensed are its views, yet so exact and 
forcible. Tiic reader who is best acquainted witli the general history of 
the time, will appreciate it best The present is an allusion to the dis. 
astroiis defeat of the king of Denmark by count Tilly. The king of Eng- 
land had precipitated the quarrel by his weak importunities, and then, by 
this outrageous war with France, utterly disabled his own power of as. 
sistancc. 
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if the like choice hereafter he not prevented, I could 
willingly be silent. But my duty to my sovereigi/, 
my service to this house, and the safety and honour of 
my country, are above all respects; — and what so 
nearly trenches to the prejudice of this, must not, shal> 
not, he forborne.” 

Then followed this bitter and searching exposure of 
the incapacity of Buckingham in lys various actions. 
How much its effect is increased by the ominous omis- 
sion of his name I 

“ At Cadiz, then, in that first expedition we made, 
when we arrived and found a conquest ready, — (the 
Spanish ships I mean, which were fit for the satisfaction 
of a voyage ; and of which some of the chiefest then 
there themselves, have since assurea me, that the 'satis- 
faction would have been sufficient, either in point of 
honour, or in point of profit,) — why was it neglected ? 
why was it ,not achieved ? it being of all hands granted, 
how feasible it was ? 

After, when with the destruction of some of our 
men, and with the exposition of some others, who 
(though their fortunes since have not been sued) by 
chance came off, — when, I say with the loss of our 
serviceable men, that unserviceable fort was gained, and 
the whole army landed ; — why was there nothing done } 
— why was there nothing attempted ? If nothing was 
intended, wherefore did they land? If there was a 
service, wherefore were they shipped again ? 

Mr. Speaker, it satisfies me too much in this, — 
when I think of their dry and hungry march into that 
drunken quarter (for so the soldiers termed it), where 
was the period of their journey, — that divers of our 
mm, being left as a sacrifice to the memy, the gmeraVs 
labour was at an md ! ” 

" For the next undertaking at Rhee I will not 
trouble you much, — only this in short. Was not that 
whole action carried against the judgment and opinion 
of those officers that were of the council? Was not 
the first, was not the last, was not all, in' the landing, in 
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the intrenching^ in the continuance there^ in the assault^ 
ih the retreat^ without their assent ? Did any advice 
take place of such as were of the council ? If there 
should be made a particular inquisition thereof, these 
Hhings will be manifest, and more / — I will not instance 
the manifesto that was made for the reason of these 
arms ; nor by wliom, nor in what manlier, nor on what 
grounds, it was published ; nor what otfects it hath 
wrought, drawing, as it were, almost the whole world into 
league against us ; — nor will 1 mention the leaving of 
the wines, or the leaving of the salt, which were in 
our possession, and of a value, as it is said, to answer 
much of our expense ; — nor that tprat wonder which 
no Alexander or Ccesar ever dUU the vnriehhnj of the 
enemy by courtesies when onr soldiers v'unted help ^ ; 
nor the private intercourses and parleys with the fort, 
which continually were held; — what all these, in tended 
may be read in che success, and upon due examination 
thereof, they would not want their proofs!" 

Eliot passed to the consideration of “ the ignorance 
and corruption of our ministers." Where," he asked, 

carf you miss of instances ? If you survey the court, 
if you survey the country ; if the church, if the city be 
examined ; if you observe the bar, if the bench ; if the 
ports, if the shipping ; if the land, if the seas, — all 
these will render you variety of proofs, and that in 
such measure and proportion as shows the greatness 
of our disease to be such, that, if there be not some 

^ The affected gallantries and courtesies practised by Buckingham to 
the enemy, during this cxpeilition, were ridiculous in the extreme. When 
Toiras sent a trumpet to reauest a passport to eonvc> some uounded of> 
iicers to the coa'>t, Buckinghum sent them his grand chaloupe, or yacht, 
furnished with every elegant convenience, and lined with tr^s hcllc escar- 
lette rouges while his musicians, with all the varieties of their instni. 
mciits, solaced and charmed the wounded enemy in crossing the arm of 
the sea Toiras onee inquiring ** whether they had saved any melons in 
the island V ’* was the next day presented, in the duke’s name, with a 
dozen. The bearer received twenty golden crowns ; and 'i'oiras despatching 
six bottles of orange flower water, and a dozen jars of cypress powder, the 
duke presented the bearer with twenty Jacobuses ! After a sharp action, 
when Toiras sent one of his pages with a trumpet, to request leave to bury 
some noblemen, Uie duke received the messenger with terms of con. 
dolence. See an amusing account in D* Israeli's Commentaries, voL ii. 
p. 48. 
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speedy application for remedy, our case is almost des- 
perate.” * 

Elioi- here paused for a few moments. Mr. 

Speaker,” he said, I fear I have been too long in these 
particiilari. that are passed, and am unwilling to offend*^ 
you ; therefore in the rest I shall be shorter.” As he 
condenses his statements, it will be seen he becomes 
more terrible. 

In that which concerns the impoverishing of the 
king, no )ther arguments will I use than such as all 
men grant. The exchequer, you know, is empty, and 
the reputatio thereof gone ; the ancient lands are sold; 
the jewels pawned ; the }>late engaged ; the debt still 
great; almost all charges, both ordinary and extraor- 
dinary, borne up by projects. \1^hat poverty can be 
greater ? W hat necessity so great } What perfect En- 
glisli heart is not almost dissolved into sorrow for this 
truth ! 

For the oppression of the subject, which, as I re- 
member, is the next particular T proposed, it needs no 
demonstration the whole kingdom is a proof. And for 
the exhausting of oiir treasury, that very oppftssioii 
speaks it. What waste of our pro virions, what con- 
sumption of our ships, what destruction of our men, 
have been ! Witness that journey to Argiers, Witness 
that with Mansfield. AFitners that to Cadi:;. \Fitness 
the next. AVitness that to Rliec. Witness the last. (1 
pray (Jod wc may never have more such witnesses !) 
Witness likewise the Palatinate. AVitness Denmark. 
Witness the Turks. APitness the Dunkirkers. Witness 
ALL ! What losses we have sustained ! how we are im- 
paired in munition, in ships, in men ! It is beyond 
contradiction, that we were never so much weakened, nor 
ever had less hope how to be restored.” 

Eliot concluded thus, with a proposition for a re. 
monstrance to the king. 

" These, Mr. Speaker, are our dangers ; these are 
they which do threaten us ; and they are like the Trojan 
horse, brought in cunningly to surprise us. In these do 
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lurk the strongest of our enemies, ready to issue on us ; 
dnd if we do not speedily expel them, these are the 
signs, these the invitations to others. These will so 
prepare their entrance, that we shall have no means left 
"^f refuge, or defence. For if we have these enemies at 
home, how can we strive with those that are abroad ? 
If we be frte from these, no other can impeach us ! 
Our ancient English virtue, like the old t^>artan valour, 
cleared from these disorders, — a return to sincerity in 
religion, once more friends with heaven, having ma- 
turity of councils, sufficiency of generals, incorruption 
of officers, opulency in the king, liberty in the people, 
repletion in treasure, plenty of provisions, reparation of 
ships, preservation of men — our ancient English virtue, 
I say, thus rccufieS, will secure us ; but unless there 
be a speedy reformation in these, 1 know not what hopes 
or expectations we can have. 

These are the things, sir, I shall desire to have 
taken into consideration; that as we arc the great council 
of the kingdom, and have the apprehension of these 
dangers, we may truly represent them unto the king : 
whereto, I conceive, we are bound by a treble obligation 
— of duty to God, of duty to his majesty, and of duty 
to our country. 

And therefore 1 wish it may so stand with the 
wisdom and judgment of the house, that they may be 
drawn into the body of a remonstrance, and in all hu- 
mility expressed ; with a prayer unto his majesty, that, 
for the safety of himself, for the safety of the kingdom, 
and for the safety of religion, he will be pleased to give 
us tune to make perfect inquisition thereof ; or to take 
them into his own wisdom, and there give them such 
timely reformation as the necessity and justice of the 
case doth import. 

And thus, sir, with a large affection and loyalty to 
his majesty, and with a firm duty and service to 
my country, I have suddenly (and it may be with 
some disorder) expressed the weak apprehensions I 
have; wherein if 1 have erred, 1 humbly crave your 
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pardon^ and so submit myself to the censure of the 
house.*’ 1 t 

Eliot’s purpose was already accomplished ! Scarcely 
had he resumed his scat, when the effects he had 
laboured to produce broke forth. Disaffection 
crieil sir Henry Martin and others of the court party ; 

and there wanted not some who said tlmt speech was 
made out of ^ome distrust of his majesty’s answer to 
the petition;”- — from the popuJa/ side, on the other 
hand, some stern and significant words were heard about 
the necessity of a remonstrance. The crisis had un- 
questionably come. The courtiers wont off to tell their 
news at tlie council table — the patriots ‘burned them- 
selves into a grand committee, touching the danger and 
means of safety of king and kingdotn.” 

The newsmongers discharged their duty faithfully. 
The next day a royal message came to the house, ac- 
quainting them that within six days the session would 
close, and desiring them not to touch upon any new 
mat er, but to conclude the necessary business.^ The day 
following that brought another message, commanding 
the Speaker to let tliem know, that he will certainly 
hold that day prefixed without alteration, and he requires 
them, that they enter not into, or proceed with, any 
new business, which may spend greater time, or which 
may lay any scandal or aspersion upon the state, govern- 
ment, or ministers thereof.” •* The scene that ensued 


> This speech was preserved in sir John Na|)ier’s manuscripts, and 
will he found in the Old rarluiinentary History, vol. viii. ^155. 

'<2 Kiishworth, vol. i. p. Eliot is said to have remarked on this, that 
he had tor some time ** had a resolution to open these last mentioned 
KriovanocH, to satistie his majesty herein, only he had stayed for an oppor^ 
tunitij.'* This reads like a sarcasm Be that as it may, it is remarkable that 
Wentworth, u|>oii this, is described to have stepped forward and ** attestcil 
that averment,** saying that ho had heard such to have been the determin. 
ation of Eliot. This is the only appearance of courtesy, or, indeed, of any 
other feeling than a violent dislike, winch it is possible to trace in the con- 
duct of Wentworth to Eliot And it miglit have been meant in the way of 
“damned good-natured friendship.” On the whole, however, I suspect it 
to have been simply another Alliptothe wavering negotiations of the court, 
which Wentworth was now waiting the issue of. Many communications 
had already passed through the medium of the Speaker and W'eston. See 
Straffiird's State Papers, vol. i. p.’4b. 

3 llushworth, vol. l p. 593. Pari. Hist. vol. viii. p. 167. 

* llushworth, voL i. p. 605^ Park Hist vol. viii. p. 168. 
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was in all respects extraordinary. Sir Robert Philips’ 
il^as the first to rise. I consider my own infirm- 
ities/* said Philips, and if ever my passions were 
wrought upon, now this message stirs me up especi- 
'^lly. What shall we do, since our humble purposes 
are thus prevented?”* Eliot here suddenly started 
Up, and spcdce with more than ordinary vehemence. 
"Ye all know,” he said, " with what ^affection and 
integrity we have proceeded hitherto, to have ^gained his 
majesty’s heart. It was out of the necessity of our 
duty, we were brought to that course we were in. T 
doubt a misrepresentation to his majesty hath drawn 
this mark of his displeasure upon us ! I observe in 
the message, amongst other sad particulars, it is con- 
ceived, that we were about to lay some aspersions on 
the government. Give me leave to protest, sir, that so 
clear were our intentions, that we desire only to vindi- 
cate those dishonours to our king and country ! IjL 
said also, as if we cast some aspersions on his majestj* 
ministers ! 1 am confident no minister, how dear soeve 

can ** A strange interruption stopped him. Here,” 

says \he account in the Napier MSS,, " the Speaker 
started up from the chair, and, apprehendil^ sir John 
Eliot intended to fall upon the duke, said, mll^ears in 
his ct/esy ‘ There is a command laid upon me, to iltorupt 
any that should go about to lay an aspersion onN^e 
ministers of the state.’”- Eliot sat down in silence. 

Events, for passions include events, now crowded, 
together to work their own good work ; and the great 
statesman, the author, as it were, of that awful scene, 
may be conceived to have been the only one who beheld 
it from the vantage ground of a sol)er consciousness 
and control. Into that moment his genius had thrown 
a forecast of the future. The after terrors he did not 
live to see, but now concentred in the present spot were 
all their intense and fervid elements. They struggled 
in their birth with tears. I do not know whether it 

^ llushworth, vol. i. p. 606. 

2 Ibid. voL i. p. 606. Pari. Hist vol. viii. p. 191. 
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may not be thought indecorous and unseemly for 
statesmen to shed tears^ but I consider the ^veeping of 
that memorable day^ that black and doleful Thursday i,” 
to have been the precursor of an awful resolve. Had 
these great men entertained a less severe sense of their 
coming duty^ no such present weakness had been shown. 
The monarchy, and its cherished associations of centu- 
ries, now trembled in the balance. " Sir Robert Philips 
spoke,” says a member of the house, writing to his friend 
the day after, and mingled his words witji weeping ; 
sir Edward Coke, overcome with passion, seeing the 
desolation that was like to ensue, was forced to sit down 
when he began to speak, through the abundance of 
tears ; yea the speaker in his speech could not refrain 
from weeping and shedding of tears ; besides a great 
many, whose great griefs made them dumb and 
silent.” 

A deep silence succeeded this storm, and the few words 
that broke the silence startled the house into its accus- 
tomed attitude of resolution and composure. — It is 
the speech lately spoken by sir John Eliot which has 
given offence, as we fear, to his majesty.”-^— The 
irresolute men who hazarded these words at such a 
time little anticipated their immediate result. Here- 
upon,” says Rushworth, the house declared, ^ that 
every member of the house is free from any undutiful 
speech, from the beginning of the parliament to that 
day f and ordered, ^ that the house be turned into a 
committee, to consider what is fit to be done for the 
safety of the kingdom ; and that no man go out upon 
pain of being sent to the Tower.*" The time for 


1 This expression is used in a manuscript letter of the day. 

2 This interesting letter will be found in Rushworth, vol. i. p. S09. It 
will be seen that in the commencement of it, the writer, Mr. Aliired, dis. 
tinctly conveys the impression that this extraordinary scene had been 
caused by Eliot’s great speech of two days before. He gives a sketch of the 
speech, and afterwards describes the interference of the ministers. ** As 
he was enumerating which, the chancellor of the dutchy said * it was a 
strange language ; * yet the house commanded sir John Eliot to go on. 
Then the chancellor desired, if he went on, that himself might go out. 
Whereupon they all bade him begone, he ttayed and heard him out** 

3 Rushworth, vol. i. pp. 606, 607. rarl Hist, vol. viii. p. 192. 

VOL. II. O 
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action had arrived. The speaker, in abject terror, 
^ humbly and earnestly besought the house to give him 
leave to 'absent himself for half an hour, presuming 
they did not think he did it for any ill intention ; which 
>»was instantly granted him." * He went to the king. 
In the interval of his absence cheerful acclamations re- 
sounded oncaraorc through the house, for again Bucking- 
ham was fearlessljr named as the “ griev|nce of griev- 
ances and asNvhen one good hound,", observes a 
member who was present, recovers the scent, the rest 
come in with a full cry, so they pursued it, and every one 
came on home, and laid the blame where they thought the 
fault was, and were voting it to the question, ^that 
the duke of Buckingham shall be instanced to be the 
chief and principal' cause of all those evils,’ when the 
speaker, having been three hours absent and with the 
king, brought this message, ^ that his majesty com- 
mands, for the present, they adjourn the house till to- 
morrow morning, and that ail committees cease in the 
meantime.’ What wc shall expect this morning God 
of heaven knows.” - 

The king, it is evident, now shook with alarm. The 
clouds were gathering over his favourite thicker and 
blacker than ever. That morning, however, with a last 
vague hope, he sent a cozening message, anil a wdsh for 
a sweet parting."*' The only notice taken of it by the 
commons was the forvrarding of a petition for a clear 
and satisfactory answer in full parliament to the petition 
of rights-*,'* and the stern opening of an investigation 
into several high grievances, more especially the charge 
I have before mentioned of a design for introducing 
foreign troops into the kingdom.^ No alternative was 

> Rushworth, vol. i. p. G09. 

2 Rushworth, vol. i. p. 010. ParL Hist, vol. viii. p. l‘W. 

^ “ So, for this time,” ran tlie close of the message, “ let all Christendom 
take notice of a sweet parting between him anil his people ; which, if it 
fall out, hts majesty will not be limg from another meeting ; when such 
grievances, if there be any, at their leisure and convenience may be con- 
siderwl.” Pari. Hist, vot viii. p. 197. Rushworth, vol. i. p. 610. 

^ Pari. Hist., vol. viii p. 201. Rushworth, vol. i. p. 612. 

Rurlcmach, a naturalised Dutch merchant, was examined, and ad. 
mitted that he had received 30,000/. flrom the treasury, for the raising of 
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left to Charles, and the commons viere summoned the 
next day to meet him in the upper house. * 

“To avoid all ambiguous interpretations, and to 
show you there is no doubleness in my meaning, I am 
willing to pleasure you as well in words as in substance. '** 
Read your petition, and you shall have an answer that, 

I am sure, will please you.” ' Such was ClArles’s speech 
to the members of tlie house of com]|nons who crowded 
that day round their lordships* bar. The petition was 
read accordingly, and the usual answer was returned, — 
Soit droit fait comme il est desire. “ At the end of 
the king’s first speech,” says a memorandum on the 
lords’ journals, “ at the answer to the petition, and on 
the conclusion of the \vhole, the commons gave a great 
and joyful applause.” 

Charles the First, after he left the house of lords tliat 
day, stood in a different relation to the people from that 
he had occupied before. It is impossible to deny this 
fact.- The commons had asserted it in cleaving so 
strongly to their resolutions, the king himself in striving 
so desperately to evade them. A certainty of direction 
and operation had been given to the old laws. Charles 
appeared, indeed, to sanction the notion of a great and 
vital change by the first step he took. He sent a message 


German hur«c, which he had disbursed accordingly. He further admitted 
that KNX) horse had been levied in consequence, and arms provided tor 
them in Holland, but that ** he heard they were lately countermanded.” 
Pari. Hist., vol. viii. p. 2U0. And see Rushworth, vol. i. p. 6P2. 

» l‘arl. Hist., vol. viii. p. !2()2. Rushworth, vol. i. p. 61.1 
‘•i Hume observes, ** It may be affirmed, without any exaggeration, 
that the king's assent to the petition of rights produecd such a change m 
the government as was almost equivalent to a revolution ; and by cir. 
cum*'cribing in so many articles the royal prerogative, gave additional 
security to the liberties of tlie subject.” Without going so far as this, it is 
quite certain that it materially altered Charles’s position in a moral as w'ell 
as legal sense. The petition of rights (it is given at length in Hume’s 
History, vol. v. p. 171.) affirmed and coiitirmed expressly the enactments 
of the 9 Hen. 111. chap. 29. i Magna Cliarta), that no freeman be deprived 
of his liberty or his properU except by judgment of his peers, or by the 
law of the land : of the 28 Eilw. 111. rliap. 33., that no man, of whatever 
estate or condition, should be taken, imprisoned, disseised, di^he^ited, or 
put to death, without being brought to answer by due process of law : and of 
the 95. 37, 38. 42 Edw. HI., with the 17 Rich. 11., to the same intent. But 
it did even more than this, hy its embndyment of the supplementary rcso. 
lutiuns of the commons, wiiich, as I have already observed, bound the 
judges to a strict letter of construction, and deprived them of the plea of 
antagonist enactments. 
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to the commons^ desiring that the petition of rights, 
^ith his assent thereunto, should not only be recorded 
in both houses, and in the courts of V’i'’estminster, hut 
that it be put in print, for his honour, and the content 
^and satisfaction of his people.” * 

The commons, according to Rushivorth, returned 
to their ow** house with unspeakable joy, and re- 
solved so to proceed as to express theire thankfulness. 
Now frequent mention was made of proceeding with 
the bill of subsidies, of sending the bills which were 
ready to the lords, and of perfecting the bill of 
tonnage and poundage. Sir John Strange waies ex- 
pressed his joy at the answer, and further added, 
^ Let us perfect our remonstrance."”- And such was 
their exact mode of procedure. The largest supplies 
that had been voted for years were at once presented to 
the king. The king’s commission of excise was de- 
manded to be cancelled under the new act of right. 
The bill for the granting of tonnage and poundage, 
which was already far advanced, was passed, but a 
protest voted at the same time, on the ground of its 
inconsistency with the new act, against Charles’s old 
course of levying this imposition wiihout consent of par- 
liament.'* A remonstrance was also voted and presented 
to the king, against certain proceedings of Buckingham."^ 
These measures were not only in conformity with the 
petition, but were positively required to give it efficacy and 
completeness. No opportunity of concession or concord 

1 Pari. Hi5t.,vol. viii. p 203. 

2 liu&hworth, vul i. p. 613. 

3 The only plea advanced by the court lawyers against the conduct of 
the coinmoiis in this matter, worthy of notice, was founded on the ini- 
quitous judgment of the court of exchequer in Bates’s case during the last 
reign. But this plea had surely been barred by the resolutions I have 
so often named. Supiiosing it to be urged that the language of the petition 
was not suiliriently general to comprehend duties charged on merchandise 
at the outports, as well as internal taxes and exactions — an opinion which 
was strongly contested by Eliot— it is quite certain that the iniquitous appli- 
cation of the statutes in Bates's case, that grossest of instances of “judge- 
made law,” was distinctly foreclosed. Tonnage and poundage, like other 
subsidies, could thereafter only spring from the free grant of the people. 

* This remonstrance, drawn up by Selden and Eliot, is extremely able. 
It is impossible, after reading it, to question its necessity. See Rushworth. 
vol. i. p. 619. 
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was withheld from Charles^ but no distinct right was 
foreborne. The grand committees that were then sitting; 
on the various heads of religion^ trade^ grievances, and 
courts of justice, were ordered to sit no longer.* Every 
appearance of unnecessary opposition was carefully*^ 
avoided. 

But suddenly j in the midst of these measures, the com- 
mons were suvimoned by the king to the house of lords. 
After a long interview with the speaker, Charles had 
hurried there to close the session. It may seem 
strange,” he said, when they appeared at the bar, that 
I come so suddenly to end this session before I give my 
assent to the bills. 1 will tell you the cause, though I 
must avow that I owe the account of my actions to God 
alone.*' This was a very proper commencement to his 
speech ; for, rafter peevishly complaining of the remon- 
strance against Buckingham, he went on to inform them 
that he would have no interference with his rights over 
tonnage and poundage ; and, further, that they had alto- 
gether misunderstood the petition of rights. I have 
granted no new, but only confirmed the ancient liberties 
of my subjects.” Ilis concluding words were vefy re- 
markable. As for tonnage and poundage, it is a thing 
I cannot w'ant, and was never intended by you to ask, 
nor meant by me, I am sure, to grant. To conclude, 1 
command you all that are here to take notice of what 1 
have spoken at this time to be the true intent and 
meaning of what 1 granted you in your petition ; hut 
especially yoUy my lords, the judges, for to you only, 
under me, belongs the interpretation of laws.”*^ Par- 
liament was then prorogued to the 20th of the following 
October. 

'J'he patriot leaders separated, it may be supposed, 
with many gloomy forebodings. New miseries and 
oppressions were about to visit the people. Yet had 
this immortal session strengthened the people’s hearts 

* worth, vol. i. p. 613. 

^ The reader, coupling; this with Charles's previous consultation with the 
udges, will readily understand its significancy. 

o 3 
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for endurance, no less than it had sharpened their 
{towers for resistance. The patriots had no cause to se- 
parate with any distrust of each other. 

Eliot went immediately into Cornwall. I am for- 
•^'tunately enabled to follow him there. Among the 
manuscripts of sir Robert Cotton I have found a letter 
written to that learned antiquary somp few days after 
his arrival. It is in many points of view interesting. 
It is a happy specimen of Eliot's style; and it proves, if 
such proof were wanting, that this great statesman had 
embraced the public cause with the deep fervour of a 
private passion. 

How acceptable your letters arc,** he writes, and 
with what advantage they now come, I need not tell you ; 
when, besides the memorie of my owne losses (which can 
have no reparation like the assurance of your favour), I 
but acknowledge the ignorance of these partes, almoste as 
much divided from reason and intelligence as our island 
from the world. That the session is ended we are gladd, 
because to our understandinges it implies a concurrence in 
the generall, and intimates a contynuance of the parlia- 
menti” — having not the notion of particulars by which 
we niightc compose ourselves to better judgment. The 
souldier, the mariner, the shipps, the seas, the horse, the 
foot, are to us no more than the stories of the poetts, 
either as thinges fabulous or unnecessarie, entertained 
now only for discourse or wonder, not with tbe appre- 
hension of the least feare or double! Denmarkeand the 
Sound are taken rather for wordes than meaninges; and 
the greatnesse and ambition of Austria or Spain are to us 
a mere chimera, llochell and Dunkirk are all one. 
What friends we have lost or what enemies we have 
gained (more than that enemie which we have hredd our^ 
nelvea) is not soe much to us as the night shower or sunne- 
shine ! nor can we thinke of anie tbinge that is not pre- 
sent with us. What they doe in Suffolk with their 
sojorners wee care not, while there are none billeted on 
us ; and it is indifferent to our reasons, in die contest- 
ations which they have, whether the straunger or the 
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countryman prevaile. Onlie one thing gives us some 
remembraunce of our neighbours^ which is the greats 
resorte of Irish daiiie comminge over, whoo, though, 
they begg of us, wee doubte maie take from others, and 
in tlie end give us an ill recompense for our charitiecM*^ 
This is a bad character, 1 confesse, which I give you of 
my country, but such as it deserves. Y^u onlie have 
power to inak^ it appeare better, by the honor of your 
letters, which come nowhere without^appinesse, and are 
a satisfaction for all wantes to me. Your affectionate 
servant, John Kliot.” ^ 

Stirring events, however, soon reached Eliot in his 
retirement, such as must have moved even those 
stagnant waters, which he describes so well. The 

self-bred enemy of England u^s no more — Buck- 
ingham had fallen by the hand of an assassin. ^ 
But the service of despotism which the king had lost 
promised to be replaced by a more dangerous, because 
a more able, counsellor. Wentworth had gone over to 
the court. Weston, a creature of the late duke's, had 
been created lord treasurer. Other changes followed. 
Laud was made bishop of London, and, with Laud’s 

* Cottonian MSS c. iii p. 174. 

Very inter(»iting notices ot this event and the circumstances which 
followed it, w ill be tound in the third volume t>f Ellis’s Original Letters, pp. 
256— 2h2, Second edition. The funeral of the so brilliant duke was the 
most melancholy winding up of all. The king hud designed a very grand 
one, — “ Nevertheless," tays Mead to Stutcville, “ the last night, at ten of 
of the riock, his funeral was solcinnit.ed in as poor and contused a inaiiiier 
as hath been seen, marching from Wallingford House, over against White- 
hall, to Westminster Abbey j there being not much above 1(N) mourners, 
who attended upon an empty cottiii, borne upon six men’s shoulders; the 
duke’s corpse itself being there interred yesterday, as if it hail been doubt- 
ful the people in their madness might have surprised it. Hut, to prevent all 
disorder, the train bands kept a guard on both sides of the way, all along 
£1*001 Wallingford House to Westminster Church, bcatmg up iJmr drums 
loud, and carrying their pikes and muskets upon their shoulders, as in a 
march ; nut trailing them at their heels, as is usual at a mourning. As 
soon as the colliii was entered the churrh, they came all away without 
giving any volley of shot at all. And this was the obscure catastrophe of 
that great man.’’— ///i;-/. MSS. 390. 

3 Eliot, it may be presumed, was perfectly prepared for this event. The 
expression I have elsewhere used of Wentworth's having basely aban- 
doned’’ the impular cause, is somewhat hasty. I think I shall be able to 
show that he never in reality was attached to it. I'ym appears to have 
thought so, but Eliot hail watched more closely. 

4 The mi moir of Pym will bo a more proper occasion than this for a 
detaileil expression of the exact state of opinions in religion, and the na. 
ture of their influence on political questions. 

G 4> 
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elevation^, arminianism reared its head formidably. 2 
^rminian prelates were the favourites of the court ; the 
royal favour shone exclusively on arminian clergy- 
men ; and Montague^ obnoxious as he had proved him- 
^.self by the arminian tendiency of his works^ was raised 
to the bishopric of Chester. On this subject Eliot felt 
strongly. IJe had already from his place in the house 
of commons denounced the tendency of Ijjiose arminian 
doctrines^ whose ^jsential principle he had justly de- 
scribed to be that of claiming for the king, as absolute 
head of the churchy a power resembling the pope's infalli- 
bility, — an independent state supremacy — a power over 
the liberty arid property of the subject. II is acute 
perception had already detected in Laud that resolution 
towards new ceremonies in the protestant church which 
should raise her out of the apostolic simplicity to a 
worldly equality wdth the church of Home ; and in 
Laud's fervid sincerity on this point he saw the deepest 
source of danger. It was even now indeed in action, for 
further news soon arrived that Charles, as supreme go- 
vernor of the church, had published an authorised edition 
of the articles containing the objectionable clause the 
church hath power to decree rites and ceremonies, and 
hath authority in matters of faith,)*^ and with an order 
that no doctrine should be taught that diffJered from 
those articles, that all controversies respecting outward 
policy .should be decitled by the convocation, and that 
no man should presume to explain the article respecting 
justification contrary to its plain meaning, or to take it 
in any other than the literal and grammatical sense. ^ 
Nor was this all. The terrors of the Star Chamber and 
high commission had followed close upon Laud’s new 
powers ; and the cases of Burton, Prynne, and Gill, 
their zeal and their frightful sufferings, afflicted the 
country. The political application of these doctrines 
had received, at the same time, a fatal illustration in 
various flagrant violations of the petition of rights. A 
copy of the statute itself reached Cornwall, printed by 
the king's order (a shameless attempt at imposture, 
^ ^ Bibliotheca llegia, 213. See Lingard’s History, vol. ix. p. 400L 
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vrhich is scarcely to be credited t), iirith the ad^tion of 
his first and rejected answer. Tonnage and poundage 
had been recklessly levied. Richard Chambers^ Samuel 
Vassal^ and John Rolles^ three ‘distinguished merchapts^ 
the last named of whom was a mem W of the house of '* 
commons^ had submitted to a seizure of their goods, 
rather than become parties to a violation «f the public 
liberties, and^the judges had refuse^ them protection. ^ 
Such was the news that travelled day by day ta tlie seat 
of sir John Eliot. To crown the whole, Richelieu, 
laying aside his hat for a helmet, had, by his personal 
appearance at Rochelle, finally reduced that ' ill-fat^ 
place and driven back the disgraced English fleet. 

But now, bad news having spent itself, the time fixed 
for the parliament approached. Etiot left his home, to 
which he was never to return, and hurried up to London. 

Rarliament met, having suffered an intermediate pro- 
rogation, on the 20th of January, 1829. The spirit 
with which they reassembled was evidenced by their very 
first movement. They revived every committee of 
grievance. Sir John Eliot then moved a call of the 
house for the 27th, when vital matters, he said, wotild be 
brought into discussion. It was further ordered, on 
his motion, that Mr. Selden should see if the petition 
of rights, and his majesty’s ansv/er thereunto, were 
enrolled in the parliament rolls and courts at West- 
minster, and in what manner.” Selden having reported, 
almost immediately after, the gross fraud that had been 
practised, Pym rose and moved an adjournment of 
the debate by reason of the fewness of the house, 
many being not then come up.” Sir John Eliot’s con- 
duct was characteristic. Since this matter,” he 
said is now raised, it concerns the honour of the 

1 The conduct of the judges in this case showed how carefully they had 
attended to the significant suggestions of the king. “ Vassal p'eaded to the 
information the statute tie lallagio non concedendo. The court of exche- 
quer ovcr.niled his pica, and would not hear his counsel. Chambers sued 
out a rc))Ievin to recover jmssession of his goods, on the ground that a 
seizure for tonnage and {loundage, without grant of parliament, was 
against law ; but the writ was superseded by the court of exchequer.” 

2 See History from Mackintosh, vok v. p.' HU. 



90 


BRITISH STATESMEN. 


house^ and the liberties of the kingdom. It is true, it 
(feserves to be deferred till a fuller house^ but it is good 
to prepare things ; for T find this to be a point of great 
consequence. 1 desire^ therefore, that a select committee 
^ay both enter into consideration of this, and also how 
other liberties of this kingdom have been invaded. I 
found, in till* country, the petition ojf rights printed 
indeed, but with |n answer that never gave any satis- 
faction. I desire a committee may consider thereof, 
and present it to the house ; and that the printer may be 
sent for, to be examined about it, and to declare by 
what warrant it was printed.’* Eliot’s influence with 
the house was paramount ; what he proposed was in- 
stantly ordered, ant^tlie disgrace of the attempted im- 
position indelibly fixed upon the king. ' 

Eliot followed up this blow. The seizure of the goods 
of JMr. Holies came into question ; some attempt was 
made to narrow the inquiry ; and sir Robert Philips pro- 
p(is('d to refer the matter to a committee. Sir John rose 
sliarply. Three things, sir," he said, are involved 
in this complaint ; first, the right of the particular gen- 
tleman ; secondly, the right of the subject ; thirdly, the 
right and privilege of the house. Let the committee 
consider the two former ; but, for the violation of the 
liberties of this house, let us not do less than our fore- 
fathers. Was ever the information of a member com- 
mitted to a committee ? Let us smd for the parties. Is 
there not here a flat denial of the restitution of the goods.? 
Was it not also said that if all the parliament were con- 
tained in him, they would do as they did ? Let them 
be sent for ** The sheriff* of London, Acton, who seized 
the goods, was in consequence sent for, appeared at the 
bar on his knees, and was ordered to the Tower. The 
officers of the customs were, at the same time, punished.^ 
The fiery decision of Eliot had its usual effect upon 
the court. The king sent a message to the house to 

* Sec Parliamentary Hist., vol viii. pp. 245, 245. The proceedings of this 
session are hiu iinpcrfcK’tly refiorted in Rushworth’s Collections. 

* Pari, Hist., vol. viii. p. 2 .^ 1 . 

^ Pari. Hist., vol. viiL p. 287. 
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desire them to forbear all further proceedings until he 
should have addressed both houses next day at Whitei 
hall as he purposed. His speech was an entreaty that 
they should not be jealous of him, and an endeavour to 
impose upon them a self-evident absurdity — that he took 
tonnage and poundage, as a gift of the people,” but 
as a gift, forsooth, for his life, according tb the custom 
of his predecessors; which he desired them, therefore, 
to embody in a hill, since they had no discretion to with- 
hold it.' This speech was not noticed by the commons. 

The 27th of January, the day fixed for the call of 
the house on Eliot's motion, arrived. Tlie house was 
in debate on religious grievances. J have already alluded 
to the encouragement given to 

court, and to the justifiable alarm it had been viewed 
with by the popular party. Sir John Eliot's present 
purpose was to break the power of Laud, and to this full 
house he now presented himself in all the confidence of 
an eloquence which worked its greatest influence on 
minds of the greatest order, which could sway them at 
will to high excitement or wrap them in deepest ad- 
miration. The reader will perceive with what a sober 
dignity the opening passages of this speech are conceived. 

“ Sir,” he began, taking advantage of a rest in the 
debate which had been caused by Mr. Coriton, I have 
always observed, in the proceedings of this house, our 
best advantage is in order ; and 1 was glad when that 
noble gentleman, my countryman, gave occasion to stay 
our proceedings ; for 1 feared they would have carried us 
into a sea of confusion and disorder. And now having 
occasion to present my thoughts to you in this great and 
weighty business of religion, I shall be bold to give a 
short expression of my own affection ; and in that order 
that, 1 hope, will conduce best to the effecting of that 
work, and direct our labour to an end. To enter, sir, 
into a particular disquisition of the writings and opinions 
of divines, 1 fear it would involve us in a labyrinth that we 
shall hardly get out of; and perchance hinder that way, 
and darken that path, in which we must tread. Before 
1 Farl. Hist, vol. viiL p. 256. Rush worth, voL i. p. 614, 
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we know^ however, what other men have declared, it is 
hecessary that we should presently ourselves lay down 
what is truth. 1 presume, we came not hither to dis- 
pute of religion. Far be it from the thoughts of that 
- church that hath so long time confessed it, now to dis- 
pute it. Shall posterity think we have enjoyed our 
religion fourscore years almost, and are.we now doubtful 
of the defence ? God forbid. It may be| however, sir, 
and out of some things lately delivered I have not un- 
necessarily collected, that there is a jealousy conceived, 
as if wc meant so to deal with matters of faith, that did 
not perhaps belong unto us, as to dispute of matters of 
faith. It is our profession. They are not to be disputed. 
Neither will that truth be receded from, this long time 
held. Nor is that truth decayed. It is confirmed by 
parliament, because it was truth. iVnd this, sir, before 
I come to deliver myself more particularly, give me leave, 
that have not yet spoken in this great cause, to give some 
apprehension I have of fear ; for it is not in the par- 
liament to make a new religion, neither, 1 hope, shall it 
be in any to alter the body of that truth which we now 
profclis.” 

Eliot now alluded to the declaration which I have 
already ilcscribed as published in the king's name, but 
which had issued from the hand of Laml. I must 
confess, sir, amongst all those fears we have contracted, 
there arisetli to me not one of the least dangers in the 
declaration, wdiich is made and published in his majesty's 
name : and yet, sir, this conclusion exclusively let me 
state, that 1 may not be mistaken, — whatever in this, or 
other things, shall appear to make mention of his ma- 
jesty, we have not the least suspicion of jealousy of him. 
I hope it is by those ministers about him^ which not 
only he, but all princes are subject to." The speaker then 
adduced various precedents which covertly aimed at 
Laud. '' As it was in that,” he continued, so it may 
be in this. I speak to this end to draw it to this con- 
clusion, that if there be any thing that carrieth the title 
of his majesty, it may be the fault of his ministers. Far 
be it from me to have suspicion of him. And now to 
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that particular, in that declaration ; wherein, I confess, 
with me, is an apprehension of more fear than I have of 
all the rest ; for in the last particulars we heard what 
is said of popery and arminianism. It is true our faith 
and religion have before been in danger ; but it was by 
degrees. Here, sir, like an inundation, it doth break 
in at once. Wc.are in danger at once to bb ruined and 
overwhelmed. 3 For, 1 beseech you m/rk, the ground of 
our religion is contained in these articles. If there be 
any difference of opinions concerning the sense and in- 
terpretation of them, the bishops and clergy in convoca- 
tion have a power admitted to them here to do any thing 
which shall concern the continuance and maintenance 
of the truth professed ; which trutlj being contained in 
these articles, and these articles being different in the 
sense, if there be any dispute about that, it will be in them 
to order which way they please ; and, for aught I know, 
popery and arminianism may be a sense introduced by 
them, and then it must be received. Is this a slight 
thing, that the power of religion must be drawn to the 
persons of those men } I honour their professioij and 
honour their persons ; but, give me leave to say, the 
truth wc profess is not men's, but God's ; and God 
forbid that men should be made to judge of that truth !” 

This passage wrought upon the house; and Eliot, 
throwing out a sarcasm with his usual skill and effect, 
thus continued: — ^‘I remember a character I have seen 
in a diary of Edward VI., that young prince of famous 
memory, wherein he doth express the condition of the 
bishops and clergy in his time, and saith, under his own 
handwriting, * that some for sloth, some for ignorance, 
some for luxury, and some for popery, are unfit for 
discipline and government.' Sir, I hope, it is not so 
with us ; nay, give me leave to vindicate the honour of 
those men that openly show their hearts to the truth. 
There are amongst our bishops such as are fit to be 
made examples to all ages, who shine in virtue, like 
those two faithful witnesses in heaven, of whom we 
may use that eulogy which Seneca did of Caius — that 
to their memories and merits, ' Nec hoc quidem obstet 
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quod nostris temporibus nati sint ; * and to whose me- 
tnory and merit I may use the saying, that the others* 
faults are no prejudice to their virtues ; who are so 
industrious in their works, that I hope posterity shall 
know there are men that are firm for the truth. But, 
sir, that all now are not so free, sound, and orthodox in 
religion as they should be, witness the men complained 
of — and you know what power they l^ive. Witness 
those men nominSted lately — Mr. Afontague, for in- 
stance. I reverence the order ; I honour not the man. 
Others may be named as bad. I apprehend soch fear 
that, ' should it be in their power, we may be in danger 
to have our whole religion overthrown. 

“ But,*’ Kliot exclaimed, as he saw the excitement 
rising in the house, I give this for testimony, and thus 
far do express myself against all the power and oppo- 
sition of these men ! Whensoever any opposition shall 
be, I trust we shall maintain the religion we profess, for 
in that we have been born and bred — nay, sir, if cause 
be, in that 1 hope to die ! Some of these, sir, you know, 
are mantrrs of ceremonies, and they labour to introduce 
new ^»*rcmonies in the church. Some ceremonies are 
useful ! Give me leave to join in one that 1 hold neces- 
sary and commendable, — that at the repetition of the 
creed we should stand up to testify the resolution of our 
hearts, that we would defend that religion we profess. 
In some churches it is added that they did not only 
stand upright vnth their bodies, hat with their swords 
drawn ! and if cause were, I hope, to defend our prince, 
country, and religion, we should draw our swords against 
all op posers !” ^ 

This speech, it has been remarked, was a light that 
fell into a well laid train. Its result was a vow, *' 
made on the journals, that the Commons of England 
claimed, professed, and avowed for truth, that sense 
of the articles of religion which were established in 
parliament in the 13th year of queen Elizabeth, which, 
by the public acts of the church of England, and 
1 Pari. Hist, vol. viii. p. S68. 
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by the general and current exposition of the writers 
of that church, had been declared unto them ; and thrft 
they rejected the sense of the Jesuits, Arminians, and 
of all others, wherein they didercd from it.** ^ Eliot 
did not fail to follow up this advantage. Some days 
afterwards he fastened upon Laud by name. In this 
Laud,** he exclaimed, “ is contracted all the danger that 
we fear ! and I doubt not but that his majesty, being 
informed thereof, will leave him to the justice of this 
house.’* ^ His majesty, meanwhile, was sending message 
after message to hasten the tonnage and poundage bill, 
every one of which, with admirable skill, was foiled by 
Eliot and his friends.^ In vain the king continued 
his messages. Those were commands, they replied, 
and commands were inconsistent 'Arith their privileges. 
‘‘ The heart-blood of the commonwealth,’* added Eliot, 
recciveth life from the privileges of this house.** “ 

The question of religion surrendered to a sub-com- 
mittee, — the popular leaders had engaged themselves in 
a conclusion of the inquiry into the seizure of merchants* 
goods, with a view to the prevention of such future wrongs, 
by the infliction of some stringent punishment on vhe de- 
linquents concerned in the present. The chancellor of the 
dutchy threatened the displeasure of the king, and a 
close to the parliament. Eliot, cutting short his threat, 
quietly observed, The question, sir, is, whether we 
shall hrst go to the restitution, or to the point of delin- 
quency. Some now raise up difHculties. in opposition to 
the point of delinquency, and talk of breach of parlia- 
ments. And other fears I met witii, both in this and else- 
where. Take heed you fall noton a rock. 1 am confident 
to avoid this would be somewhat difficult, were it not 

1 Rushworth, vol. i. p. 649. ; Journals, Jan 29. The l.'Jth of Elizabeth 
was selected, b^ause the lefti-slatiire had then ordered the elerfty to nub* 
scribe the articles, and to read them in the churches, yet neither the Eng. 
lish nor the I..atin edition of that year contained tlic clause respecting 
the authority of the miinsters of the church, 
a Pari Ilist., vol. viii p, 2S4. 

3 Evidences of this will be iutind thrmighont the debates. On one occa. 
sion poor old secretary Cooke tell under a sharp rctiukc from Eliot, and 
narrowly escaped a heavier censure. Pari. Hist., vol. viii. p. 27S. 

4 Pari. Hist, vol. viii. p. 311. 
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for the goodness and justice of the king. But let us do»' 
that which is just^ and his goodness will be so clear that 
we need not mistrust. Let those terrors that are threat- 
ened us, light on them that make them. Why should 
we fear the justice of a king when we do that which is 
just? Let there he no more* memory or fear of 
breaches ; and let us now go to the delinquency of those 
men. That is the only way to procure iatisfaction.** ^ 
Upon this the kiti^ sent word that he was the delin^ 
quent, for that what the accused did, ** was by his own 
direct orders and command.** This brought matters to 
a crisis, and the house adjourned itself for two days. 

On the 25th of February, when they reassembled, 
the committee of religion had concluded its report, and 
a long list of formidable charges, levelled against Laud, 
was agreed to be presented to the king. The question 
of the king's offence against the privileges of the house, 
in the seizure he had avowed, was thus judiciously 
avoided, — yet an opportunity given to Charles, by some 
redemption of the recently violated liberties, of receivings 
from tlie patriot leaders, without betrayal of their trust, 
a pov^er of raising new subsidies. The king showed' 
his appreciation of this conduct by sending an instant 
command to both houses to adjourn to Monday, the 2fd 
of March.'* 

Eliot now saw what was intended, and prepared for it 
with a fearless composure. He drew up a remonstrance 
concerning tonnage and poundage. In this able docu- 
ment, nothing that is essential to a just opinion of the 
conduct of the Commons respecting the bill that had 
been proposed, is omitted. The delay is shown to have 
been necessary, and the purposes of the leaders of the 
house are nobly vindicated. It concludes with a solemn 
statement, that the commons had so framed a grant of 
subsidy of tonnage and poundage to your majesty,^ that' 
you might have been the better enabled for the defence 
of your realm, and your subjects, by being secured from 

» Pari. Hist, vol. viii. p. 317. * Pari. Hist., vol. viii. p. 318. ' 

9 Pari. Hist, vol. viii. p. 326. Rurilvorth, voL 1. p. 
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all undae charges^ be the more encouraged cheerfully 
to proceed in their course of trade; but not beings now/ 
able to accomplish this their desire^ there is no course left 
unto thein^ without manifest breach of tlieir duty both 
to your majesty and their country, save only to make 
this humble declaration, that the receiving of tonnage 
and poundage, and other impositions no^ granted by 
parliament, is^a*breach of the fundamental liberties of 
this kingdom, and of your majesty's i^yal answer to the 
petition of rights.*'^ Eliot, at the same time, drew up 
three articles of protestation, which ran thus : — ‘‘ 1. 
Whoever shall bring in innovation in religion, or by 
favour seek to extend or introduce Popery or Arminian- 
ism, or other opinions disagreeing from the true and 
orthodox church, shall be reputed^ capital enemy to 
this kingdom and commonwealth. 2. Whosoever shall 
counsel or advise the taking and levying of the subsi- 
dies of tonnage and poundage, not being granted by 
parlian\ent, or shall be an actor or instrument therein, 
shall be likewise reputed an innovator in the govern- 
ment, and a capital enemy to this kingdom and com- 
monwealth. 3. If any merchant or other {Arson 
whatsoever shall voluntarily yield or pay the said 
subsidies of tonnage and poundage, not being granted 
by parliament ; he shall likewise be reputed a betrayer 
of the liberty of England, and an enemy to the same/' ^ 

With these documents sir John Eliot entered the 
house of commons on the morning of the 2d of 
March 1 629, time. 

He waited only till prayers had been said, and then 
arose. For the last time, on that fatal day, this great 
statesman struck, with daring eloquence, at a pro- 
fligate courtier and a dishonest churchman.^ Buck- 
ingham is dead,’' he said, but he lives in the bishop 
of Winchester and my lord treasurer Weston ! ” 
(Weston, it was understood, had been a party to the dis. 

1 Pari. Hist., vol. viii. p. 3S7 . ; and see the information afterwarda ex- 
hibited in the Star Chamber. Rushworth, voL i. pp. 665, 66GL 

a Ruihworth, voL i. pp. ^ and 666. 
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astrous advice by which^ Eliot had anticipated too surely^ 
•they were now about to be dissolved. “ In the person 
of the lord treasurer,” the orator continued, amidst 
the interruptions of some, and the enthusiastic cheering 
of others, — “in his person all evil is contracted, for the 
innovation of religion, and for the invasion of our 
liberties. Qe is the great enemy of the commonwealth* 
1 have traced him in all his actions* sy;id 1 find him 
building on those grounds laid by his master, the great 
duke. lie,- secretly, is moving for this interruption. 
From fear, these men go about to break parliaments, lest 
parliaments should break them.*’ Eliot concluded, as 
if by a forecast of the future, with these memorable 
words. “ / protect, as I am a gentleman^ if my for^ 
tuvo he ever again Rj meet in this homurnble assembly, 
where I now leave, I will begin again Advancing 
to the speaker, sir John Eliot then produced his re- 
monstrance, and desired that he would read it. The 
speaker refused. He presented it to the clerk at the 
table. The clerk also refused. With fearless deter- 
mination Eliot now read the remonstrance himself, and 
denUiided of the speaker, as a right, that he should put 
it to the vote. Again the speaker refused. “ lie was 
commanded otherwise by the king.*' A severe repri- 
mand followed from Selden, and the speaker rose to 
quit the chair. Henzil Hollis and Valentine dragged 
him back. Sir Thomas Edmonds and other privy 
councillors made an attempt to rescue him, but “ with 
a strong hand ” he was held down in the chair, and 
Hollis swore he should sit still, till it pleased them to 
rise. The house was now in open and violent disorder. 
The speaker w'eepingly implored them to let him go ; and 
sir Peter Haymaii in reply renounced him for his kins- 
man ; — as the disgrace of his country, the blot of a noble 
family, and a man whom posterity would remember 
with scorn and disdain. Every moment increased the dis- 
order, till at last it threatened the most serious con- 
sequences. Some members, involuntarily, placed their 

> Pari. Hist vol. viii. p. 336. 
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hands upon their swords. Above the throng was again 
heard tlie voice of the steady and undaunted Eliot* 

I shall then express by my tongue what that paper 
should have done ! ” He flung it down upon the floor, 
and placed the protestations I have described into the 
hands of Hollis. It shall be declared by us/' he ex- 
claimed, that all that we suffer is the effect of new 
counsels, to the ruin of the government of the state. 
Let us make a protestation against tRose men, whether 
greater or subordinate, that may hereafter persuade 
the king to take tonnage and poundage, without grant 
of parliament. We declare them capital enemies to 
the king and the kingdom ! If any merchants shall will, 
ingly pay those duties, without consent of parliament, 
they are declared accessories to the rest ! " Hollis in- 
stantly read Eliot's paper, put it to the house in the 
character of speaker, and was answered by tremendous 
acclamations. During this, the king had sent the 
Serjeant to bring away the mace, but he could not obtain 
admission ; and the usher of the black rod had followed, 
with the same ill success. In an extremity of rage, 
Charles then sent for the captain of his guard to force an 
entrance. But a later and yet more disastrous day was 
reserved for that outrage; for, meanwhile, Eliot's resolu- 
tions having been passed, the doors were thrown open, and 
the members rushed out in a body, carrying a king's 
officer that was standing at the entrance away before 
them in the crowd.” • Such was the scene of Monday 
the 2d of March lf)2,9^ the most gloomy, sad, and 
dismal day for England, that had happened for 500 
years.” 2 

The king instantly went down to the house of lords, 


' I state this on the authority of a MS. letter in the Sloane collection, 
(4178). The writer adds, *' It is said that a Welsh page, hearing a great 
noise in the house, cric<l out, * 1 pray you let hur in ! let hur in ! to give 
hur master his sword, for they are all a fighting.' " Letter to Paul 
D'Ewi'S, dated March S. 1028. 

^ MS. diary of sir Syinonds D'Kwcs. For the various accounts of thia 
remarkable scene, from which I have drawn the above description, see 
Ku&h worth, vol. i. p. OfX).; Pari. Hist., vol, viii. pp. 326— S33.* See also 
the information lodged against Eliot in the Star Chamber (Kushworth, i. 
p. 6G3.)t und the proceedings on the subsequent information in the King's 
11 2 
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called the leaders of the commons " vipers ** who should 
liave their rewards, and dissolved the parliament. ^ 

Two days afterwards, sir John Eliot received a 
summons to appear before the council table. • This 
memorable scene closed his public life, and closed it 
worthily. He was asked whether he had not spoken 
such and sifth words in the lower house of parliament, 
and showed unto the said house such andnsuch a paper?” 
Keenly and resofvedly he answered, that whatsoever 
was said or done by him in that place, and at that time, 
was performed by him as a public man and a member 
of that house ; and that he was, and always will be, 
ready to give an account of his sayings and doings in 
that place, whensoever he should be called unto it by 
that house, where, as he taketh it, it is only to be 
questioned ; and, in the meantime, being now hut a 
private man, he would not trouble himself to remember 
what he had either spoken or done in that place, as 
a public man.” He was instantly committed ; his study 
was entered by the king's warrant, and his papers 
seized. ^ 

htuch time elapsed before his ca‘?c was finally ad- 
judged. I will present, however, in as few words as 
possible, the course of the proceedings that were taken. 
I am able to illustrate it by the help of letters of the 
time. 

Eliot sued for his habeas corpus. An answer was 


Bench ; State Trials, vol. lii,; or Riishiwrtli, vol. i. pp. 679—691. The ex- 
aminations before the council table (Part. Hist, vol. viii. p. 35k) will be 
found highly interentinK. Sir Miles Hobart said, “ He would not stick to 
confess that it was he that shut the door that day ; and when he had locked 
the door, put the key in his pocket [and he did it because the houce de- 
manded itj.** Detixil Hollis, finding ** his majesty was now oHbuded with 
him, humbly desired that he might rather be the subject of his mercy than 
of his power.” To whieli the lord treasurer answered, “ You mean rather 
of his majesty's mercy than of his justice.” Mr. Hollis replied, ” 1 say 
of his majesty's power, my lord.” 

* Pari. Hilt, vol. viii. p. 3.'3L ; and see Whitelockc's Memorials, p. 13. “ I 
must needs sav,” observed the king, ** that they do mistake me wonder, 
fully, that think I lay the fault equally upon nil the lower house ; for as I 
know there arc many as dutiful and loyal subjects as any are in the world, 
so 1 know that it was only some vipers amongst them that had cast this 
mist of di j^rence liefore their eves.” 

> Riishworth, vol i. p. 661. The same was done with the studies of Sei. 
den and Hollis. 
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returned in the shape of a general ivarrant, under the 
king’s sign manual. The insufficiency of this returif 
was so clearly shown by Eliot’s counsel in the course of 
the argument^ t’ at the judges^ "timid and servile, yet 
desirous to keep '^me measures with their own con. 
sciences, or looking forward to the wrath of future 
parliaments, wirotc what Whiteloeke calls* a humble 
and stout lettoi ' ” to the king, stating that they were 
bound to bail Eliot, but requesting tTiat he would send 
his directions to do so. This letter was not attended 
to ; the judges in consequence deferred the time for 
judgment ; and Eliot was continued in custody. When 
the day at last «u nved that judgment could no longer he 
deferred, the body of Eliot was not forthcoming. In 
vain his counsel called for judgmenf; the judges, in the 
absence of the prisoner, declined. Eliot had been re- 
moved by the King’s warrant, the evening before the 
meeting of the court, from the custody of the keeper to 
whom his writ had beer addressed ! Some days after, 
however, Charles consented that he should be brought 
up for admission to bail, on condition that he presented 
a petition declaring he was sorry he had offiftided. 
The condition was spumed at once. The offer was 
repeated by the judges ; but Eliot " would do nothing, 
but resolutely move for his habeas corpus. Whereat 
one of the judges said, * Comes he to outface the 
court?”' and the severity of his imprisonment was 
ordered to be increased. ^ Some months passed away, 
and the question still remained unsettled. Charles then 
offered Eliot his privilege of bail, if he would give 
sureties for good behaviour. Eliot at once declared in 
answer, that he would never admit the possibility of 
offending the law by liberty of speech in parliament. 

1 Whitelockc's Memorials, fi. 14. The conduct of the Judges was execrable; 
and notwithsitanding the efforts of WhiteUwke to exculpate his father, judge 
Whiteloeke, (in which he succeeded with the I.oiig Parliament,) it is impos. 
eible to discern a material difference ’'etween him and the rest, 

3 Sloatie, MSS. 4178. Various striking accounts of the proceedings, as 
they afTected all the prisoners, will be found in this vfllum(s..one of those 
transcribed by Ur. Birch, ~ especially under dates June lU, June 25., June 
£8., aiid October 15. 1629. See also p 92 . of the same volume. 

u 3 
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The judges are described upon this to have suggested 
Ito him the possibility of his remaining in prison even 
seven years longer. * lie answered that he was quite 
prepared ; his body would serve to fill up the breach that 
was made in the public liberties as well as any other. 
The king now showed himself equally resolute ; and, 
refusing an LUiormous sum that had be^n offered for his 
bail ordered tlje attorney-general to drop the proceed- 
ings in the Star Cliamber, and to exhibit an information 
against him in the King's Bench for words spoken in 
parliament. As member of a superior court at the 
period of the alleged offence, he pleaded to the juris- 
diction, and thus brought in issue the great question of 
the privilege of the house of commons, — the question, 
in point of fact, upon which the character of the 
English constihition altogether depended. The battle 
was fought bravely by his counsel, but vainly. The 
court held that they had jurisdiction ; Pjliot refused to put 
in any other plea; and judgment was finally given, that he 

should he imprisoned during the king's pleasure, should 
not be released without giving surety for gooil behaviour 
ard ibaking submission, and, as the greatest offender and 
ringleader in parliament, should be fined in i£'2()00.” ^ 
'J'his iniquitous judgment found Eliot cheerfully 
prepared. He immediately sent to the lieutenant of 
the Tow'cr to provide him a convenient lodging, that 
he might send his upholsterer ^ trim it up." On 
being told of the fine, he smiled, and said, “ that he 
had two cloaks, two suits, two pair of boots and ga- 
lashes ; and if they could pick 2000/. out of that, much 
good might it do them." (1 have already mentioned the 
course he had taken lo provide for the worldly welfare 

’ I.ettpr, iJati'd l.'Jth of October. 

* It IS Kaiii by Mr. D’l>raeli. on a private authority, th.it 10.000/. had been 
offbred. This was vast iiideeil. Mr. DMsradi doubts, however (Com- 
mcnt.iiies, vol. li. p. tSl.j, whether any bail eouUl he tendered, sine.* Kliot 
was eondcir.Mcd to be imprisoned at the king's pleasure. Mr. 1) Israeli 
torget'k that the bail was tendered during the proceedings, and not at their 
close. 

3 The arguments will be found in the State Trials, vol. iii. ; and in Rush- 
worth, vol. i. p. 679--091. The judgment was reversed by the Long Pet- 
liameiit. 
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of his sons. His extensive estates were at present held 
by relatives in trust for their useJ) “ When I was firsf 
committed close prisoner to the Tower/' he added, a 
commission was directed to the high sheriff of Cornwall, 
and five other commissioners, my capital enemies, to in- 
quire into my lands and goods, and to seize upon them 
for the king; hut they returned a nihil. I could 
multiply the iwidences of his easy, and even gay, hu- 
mour at this moment. He is desc/lbed, for instance, 
to have laughed heartily" at receiving a message from 
the judges complaining of the . misbehaviour of his 
page and servant, who, with others, had been tossing 
dogs and cats in a blanket, in the open street of South- 
wark, near the King's Bench prison, raying, ^ We are 
judges of these creatures, and wh^ should not we take 
our pleasure upon them, as well as other judges upon 
our master?'" After some short delays, he was con- 
ducted to the Tower, where he had twice before under- 
gone imprisonment, and from which he never stirred 
again. A man named Hudson, the under-marshal of 
the King’s Bench, who guarded him there, a})pcars to 
have considered his person the peculiar property of a 
dungeon. Mr, lieutenant,” he said, on delivering 


* Boscawen was one of the trustees. A letter to him, written hy KUot 
during his iniprisonin 'iit, is proiterved among the Eliot MSS. (tol. .W ), and 
sets this Ijeyond a doubt. “ llavtii;; a great confidence in your worth, as I 
find you to have been bclocted by iny father.in l.iw, I have presumed also 
for rnvselt to name you in a trust for the management of that poor fortune 
which, through the disturbances of these tunes, I may not call iny own. 
Your trouble will only be for the sealing of some leases nowand then, upon 
coinpOMitions of my tenants ; for which, as there is occasion, I have ap- 
pointed this bearer, my servant, Maurice Hill, to attend you, to whom 

J our dispatch in that behalf shall lie a lull satisfaction of the trust.” Sir 
ohn coiitiiiiied, nevertheless, as this extract intiinate.s to manage his pe- 
cuniary affairs himself as long as he was able, and in the early part of his 
imprisonment he arrangerl with his own hand many of iiis tenants' leases. 
He was liberal in acts of kindness, and strict in matters of justice. He 
gra'its his eldest son 201V. a year for the expenses of travelling abroad, a 
very large allowance; and writes back his opinion on a retiuest from one 
of his tenants to have a wall rebuilt, to which he (Sir John) was not 
liable, ** There would bo more charily than wisdom in tliis.” Maurice 
Hill was an invaluable servant to sir John in these extremities, and 
deserved the kindness with which the latter often subscribes himself “ your 
loving master.” Mr I)'I»raeli has given these interesting circumstances 
from lord Eliot’s admirable communication. See Commentaiies, vol. Iv. 
p. 507. ct scq. 

* 1 have derived the above tVom a letter In the Sloane collection. Mead 
to Stutevillc, dated Feb. 27. 1629-50. 
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Bliot^ ** I have brought you this worthy knight, whom 
I borrowed of you some few months ago, and now do 
repay him again.” ^ 

A convenient lodging” had not been prepared. 
The only accommodation that could be had was a 
darke and smoaky room.” But he was not denied the use 
of books, and writing materials were, upon his earnest 
solicitation, granted to him. Some cf the letters 
written at this p&iod from his dungeon have fortu- 
nately been preserved.^ A great philosophical work, on 
which he employed himself, has aJso come down to us.^ 
These present sir John Eliot, in this last scene of all, not 
simply unshrinking in fortitude, true to himself, mag- 
nanimous, and patient. All this he w^as ; — but something 
yet greater than this\ It would seem certain that, soon 
after his imprisonment, a secret feeling possessed him that 
his active life had closed. He did not acknowledge it to 
himself distinctly, but it is not the leas apparent. Daily, 
under his confinement, his body was sinking. Daily, 
as his body sank, his soul asserted independent 
objects and uses. Not alone,” says the poet, whose 
geniuS^ has just risen amongst us — 

“ Not alone when life flows still do truth 
And |)owcr cinerKe, but .iNo when strange chance 
Affects its current ; in unused cunjunctnre 
Where sAkness breaks the Iwidy — hunger, watching, 

Kxccss, or languor — oftenest death’s ai.proach — 

Peril, deep joy, or woe.” 

and now, as death approached Eliot — for, from the 
first month of his present imprisonment, it approached 
with the steadiest and surest step — a new world revealed 
itself, to be rescued and regenerated by his virtue ; a 
new tyranny to conquer, which needed not the physical 
aid that had deserted him in his struggle with the old ; 
a new government to establish which was within the 
control and accomplishment of all ; — the monarchy of 

* Mead to Stutcville, March 1.1 1629-dO. 

^ Among the Eliot family papers. 

3 It mav be seen in the Harleian collection. No. S22B. a 

* The author of ParacelKUs, Mr. Robert Browning. There would be 
little danger m predicting that this writer will soon be acknowledged as a 
flrst-rate poet. He has already proved himself one. 
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man.” He resolved to occupy the hours of his impri- 
sonment with a work that should have for its object th« 
establishment of the independence of man’s mind ; of 
its power over the passions and weaknesses of humanity^ 
of its means of wresting these to the purposes of its 
own government ; — the illustration of the greatest good 
that could be achieved on earthy man’s nv)narchy over 
himself, a piirfect and steady self-control. Such a 
plan, while it embraced the lofty thoughts that now 
sought freedom from his over-informed and . sinking 
body, would enable him also to vindicate the course 
he had pursued in his day of strength and vjgour ; and, 
in leaving to his countrymen, finally, an unyielded pur- 
pose, an unquailing endurance, a still unmitigated bathed 
of oppression, would teach them,* at the same time, 
that these great qualities had victories of their own to 
achieve, in which no worldly power could foil them ; 
and that, supposing the public struggles of the time 
attended with disastrous issue, it was not for man, with 
his inherent inde^iendence, to admit the possibility of 
despair. If greater virtue, and beauty, and general 
perfectness of character, have at any time, in any tge or 
country, been illustrated, I have yet to learn when, and 
by whom. 

These thoughts and purposes of Eliot soon broke 
upon his friends. Hampden was watching his im- 
prisonment with the most anxious solicitude. It is one 
proof of the virtuous character of this great man having 
already dawned, that Eliot had entrusted to him the 
care of his two sons. Soon after the commencement of 
his imprisonment, Hampden, who discharged this duty 
with affectionate zeal, received from Eliot a long letter 
of advice and counsel for them, which sufficiently in. 
dicated the studies that already engaged himself. The 
. opening of it shows the last lingering of struggle 
which was soon to settle to a perfect composure.^ 

Sonns,” he begins, ^^if my desires had been valuable 

' All the extracts fk-om letters that follow, unless otherwise specified, are 
fiom the Eliot family papers, already referred to. 
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for one hour, I had long since written to you — which, 
in little, does deliver a large character of my fortune, 
that in nothing has allowed me to be master of myself. 
1 have formerly been prevented by employment, which 
was so tyrannical on my time, as all minutes were anti- 
cipated ; now my leisure contradicts me, and is soe 
violent on tlvJ contrary, soe great an enemy to all action, 
as it makes itself unuseful; — both leisure and business 
have opposed me tither in time or libertie, that I have 
had no means of expression but my praiers, in which I 
have never failed to make God the witness of my love, 
whose blessings I doubt not will deduce it in some evi- 
dence to you. And now having gotten a little oppor- 
tunity (tiiough by stealth), 1 cannot but give it some 
testimony from myself, and let you see my dearest 
expectation in your good." He goes on to say with 
what delight ho will always hear “ of the progress of 
your learning, of your aptness and diligence in that, of 
your careful attendance in all exercises of religion, and 
the instruction and improvements of your minds, which 
are foundations of a future building." Some of the 
philoW)phy of his own life he then presents to them. 

t is a fine history, well studied, — the observation of 
ourselves." He describes to them the many evils he has 
endured, the otntinuity of his sufferings, of which 
there is yet no end. Shoulil those evil Is," he continues, 
be com])lained ? Should 1 make lamentation of these 
crosses ? Should 1 conceave the worse of my condition 
in the study of myself that my adversities oppose me? 
Noe ! I may not — (and yet I will not be so stoical as 
not to think them evils, I will not do that prejudice to 
virtue by detraction of her adversaries). They are 
evills, for I doe confess them, but of that nature and 
soe followed, soe neighbouring upon good, as they are 
noe cause Qf sorrow, but of joy ; seeing whose enemies 
they make us, — enemies of fortune, enemies of the world, 
enemies of their children; and knowing for whom we 
suffer, — for him that is their enemy, for him that can 
command them whose agents only and instruments they 
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are to vrork his trials on us, which may render us more 
perfect and acceptable to himself. Should these enforce & 
sorrow, which are the true touches of his favour, and 
not affect us rather with the higher apprehension of our 
happiness ? Amongst my many obligations to my Crea- 
tor, which prove the infinity of his mercies that like a 
full stream hayp been always flowing on*me, there is 
none concerning this life, wherein I have found more 
pleasure or advantage, than in these frialls and afflictions 
(and I may not limitt it soe narrowly wdthin the con- 
fines of this life which 1 hope shall extend much further), 
— the operations they have had, the new effects they 
worke, the discoveries they make upon ourselves, upon 
others, upon all.** Nobly and beautifully he subjoins, 
‘‘ This happiness in all my trials has never parted from 
me. How great then is his favour by whose means I 
have enjoyed it ! The days have all seemed pleasant, nor 
nights liavc ever been tedious, nor fears nor terrors have 
posscst me, — but a constant peace and tranquillity of the 
mind, whose agitation has been chiefly in thanks and 
acknowledgments to him by whose grace 1 have sub- 
sisted, and shall yet I hope participate of his blessings 
upon you. 1 have the more enlarged myself in this, 
that you might have a right view of the condition which 
I suffer, least from a bye relation, as through a per- 
spective not truly representing, some false sence might 
be contracted. Neither could I thinke that altogctlier 
unusefull for your knowledge wliich may afford you 
both precept and example. Consider it, weigh it duly, 
and when you find a signe or indication of some error, 
make it an instruction how to avoid the like ; if there 
appears hut the resemblance of some virtue, suppose it 
better, and make it a president for yourselves ; when 
you meet the prints and footsteps of the almightic, 
magnify the goodness of his providence and miracles 
that makes such low descents ; consider tliat tliere is a 
nature turns all sweetness into venom, when from the 
bitterest hearbs the bee extracts a honie. Industry and 
the habit of the* soule give the effect and operation upon 
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all things, and that to one seems barren and unpleasant 
(o another is made fruitfull and delightsome. Even in 
this^ by your application and endeavour^ I am confident 
may be found both pleasure and advantage. This comes 
only as a testimony of my love (and soe you must accept 
it^ the time yielding noe other waie of demonstration), 
and by this depression know that I daily praie for your 
happiness and felicity as the chief subject*bf my wishes, 
and shall make my continual supplication to the Lord, 
that from the riches of his mercie he will give you such 
influence of his graces as your blessing and prosperitie 
may satisfy, and enlarge the hopes and comforts of your 
most affectionate father.*' 

This is the nature which turns venom into sweetness. 
Hampden hastens to assure him that the present con- 
duct of his sons is all he could desire. If ever you 
live," he writes, to see a fruite answerable to the pro- 
mise of the present blossoms, it will be a blessing of 
that weight as will turn the scale against all worldly, 
afflictions, and denominate your life happy." His affec- 
tion had spoken with too generous a haste. The elder son, 
John Billiot, who had been sent, by his father’s desire, to 
Oxford, fell into many irregularities, and greatly offended 
the superiors of his college.' This w^as afterwards only 
slightly intimated to his father, but it cost him much 
pain. The younger boy, Richard Eliot, remained at 
Hampden's seat, and pursued his studies under Hamp- 
den's care. He appears to have interested his illustrious 
tutor extremely. Delicately, however, Hampden is 
obliged to intimate to his friend, at last, that even 
Richard is somewhat remiss in his studies. Eliot im- 
mediately writes to the boy. He begins by a slight 
reproach for his not having written to his father. ^'1 
had no little doubt, after so long a silence, where you 
were, or whether you were or no." He desires him to 
forego the temptations of his young acquaintance ; to 

* This vouth aftenvards, as I hare already noticed, ** ran off” with a 
ward in chancery. He became, ultimately, a hanger-on in the court of 

Charles 1 1. Evelyn mentions him. 
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foregOj indeed, all society for the present^ ''that enca 
malorum, as Cicero calls it^*' and to retire wholly to 
himself. " Virtue,** he continues, " is more rigid than 
to be taken with delights ; these vanities she leaves, for 
these she scorns herself ; her paths are arduous and 
rough, but excellent, and pleasant to those who once 
have past them. Honour is a concomitant they have 
to entertain t^efn in their journey, nay it becomes their 
servant, and, what is attended by dH others, those who 
travel in that way have it to wait on them. And this 
effort of virtue has not, as in the vulgar acceptation ; its 
dwelling on a hill ; it crowds not in the multitude, but 
extra conspectum, as Seneca says, beyond the common 
prospect.** He illustrates this further by some quota- 
tions from his favourite Tacitus. • That there was no 
pedantry in this habit is proved by such familiar resort 
to it in an affectionate advice to his boy. At this time, 
indeed, as I shall presently show, he was living in the 
world of the illustrious thinkers of old, and had entitled 
himself to it as his own. He concludes his letter with 
the following eloquent and earnest remonstrance ; " How 
comes it that your tutor should complain you ar9 care- 
less and remiss.^ It cannot be, when there is tnie 
affection, there should be indiligence and neglect; when 
studie is declined the desires are alienated from the vir- 
tue ; for no ends are attained without the means, and the 
neglect of that shows a diversion from the other. If it 
be since my last, 1 must resume my fears, that though 
your own judgment did not guide you, my cautions 
should be lost. If it should be hereafter, when that 
advise, those reasons, and the commands and authority 
of a father (a father most indulgent to the happiness of 
his child), which I now give you, — to redeem the time is 
spent, to redeem the studies you have missed, and to 
redeem yourself who are ingaged to danger, or that 
hazard and adventure, — if these make no impressions, 
and these must be read in the characters of your course ; 
if they work not an alteration ; if they cause not a new 
diligency and intention ; an intention of yourself, and in- 
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tention of the object, virtue ; an intention of the means, 
^ur study, and an exact intention of the time to im- 
prove it to that end -I shall then receive that wound, 
which L thank God no enemy could give me, sorrow 
and affliction of the mind, and that from him from whom 
I hoped the contrary. But I still hope, and the more 
confidently for the promise which your letters have 
assured me. Let it be bettered in performance by your 
future care and diKgence, which shall be accompanied 
with the prayers and blessings of your most loving 
father. 

Ultimately Eliot, having been much entreated to it by 
his son John, consents that he shall go abroad, and writes 
to Hampden mentioning this, adding his desire, that, 
before the youth’s departure, he should endeavour to 
obtain his ** licence,” or degree, at Oxford. He forwards 
at the same time a letter of advice and instruction, re- 
specting a course and object in travel. He is particular 
in his directions as to the places to be visited, in what 
order, and with what purpose. He shows in this a 
lively knowledge of the state of politics on the Conti- 
nent. ' ‘‘ Be careful,” he urges in conclusion, ^^in your 
religion, make your devotions frequent, seeke the bless- 
ing from above, drawe your imitation to goode patternes, 
lett not vaiiie pedantries deceive you, prepare your esti- 
mation by your virtue, which your own carriage and 
example must acquire, wherein you have assistants in 
the most earnest prayers and wishes of your loving 
father.” In the same communication to Hampden, Eliot 
sends an expression of his views respecting his younger 
son, Richard. He considers that the best mode of em- 
ploying with a good purpose his quick and vivacious 
humour, will be to send him to the Netherlands, to learn 
the art of war, in the company of sir Horace Vere. A 
passage from Hampden’s reply on these points, which is 
charmingly written, will properly close this subject. I 
ame so perfectly acquainted,” he says, with cleare 
insight into the dispositions of men, and ability to fkt 
them with courses suitable, that had you bestowed sonnes 
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of mine as you have done owne, my judgm* durst 
hardly have called it into question^ especially when iif 
laying downe designe you have prevented the objec- 
tions to be made ag‘ it: for if Mr. Richard Eliot will, 
in the intermissions of action^ adde study to practice, 
and adorne that lively spiritt with flowers of coiitcmpla^ 
tion, he’ll raise our expectations of anotliea sir Edward 
[Horace] Verq^tfiat had this character, all summer in the 
fleld, all winter in his study/ in whdie fall fame makes 
this kingdoine a great looser : and having taken this reso- 
lution from counsaile with the Highest Wisdom (as I 
doubt not but you have), I hope and pray the same 
Pow'er will crown it with a blessing answerable to your 
wish/' 

It is a great privilege to be thus Admitted to the pri- 
vate thoughts and conduct of such men as Eliot and 
Hampden. The secret of their public exertions is here 
expressed. It is by the strength and right direction of 
the private aflections, that we are taught the duty of 
serving mankind. The more intense the faculty of 
enjoyment and comfort in the narrow circle of family 
regards, the more readily is its indulgence sacrific?d in 
behalf of the greater family of man. The severity of 
Eliot in the house of commons is explained by the 
tender sweetness of these letters from the Tower. 

Without a hope of release, Eliot's imprisonment 
continued. The whole county of Cornwall, I learn from 
a manuscript letter, jjetitioned the king for his freedom*, 
but no answer was deigned. Sustained by the genius 
of Wentworth, Charles’s tyranny was now open and 
undisguised ; and, in a royal proclamation, he had for- 
bidden even the name of parliament to pass the lips of 

* Mead to Stutcville, Sept. 2fi. I(K29. MS. letter. Nor was Eliot without 
the sympathy of men of learniiift, corrcs|X)ndcnts of sir Rolu>rt Cotton, in 

I.Andon, at ttie universities, and on the Continent. *' 1 should gladly heare 
some cliecrfnl nows of sir Joim Eliot,” writes the loarnoil Ui(‘h.ird James. 
“ Will the tide never turn ? Tlieii Ood send us heaven at our last end !** 
Nor ib it to be supposed that any ]iossiblc exertion was wanting on the pari 
of his friends. Sir llcvill Grenville, in a letter to his wife, ** his best friend, 
tlie l^dy Grace Grenville,” speaks of £hot, as " being resolved to have him 
out of liis imprisonment." {Nugent^s Memorials.) Every exertion failed. 



112 


BRITISH STATESMEN. 

the people.^ Eliot was not even suiFered to remain 
Quietly in his wretched lodging. He was removed from 
place to place^ each one as darke and smoaky” as the 
first. “ The lodging which I had upon my first re- 
remove before Christmas^'* he writes to sir Oliver Luke^ 
being again altered^ 1 may saie of my lodgings in the 
Tower as Jacob for his wages, * Now, then, ten times 
have they chaungedit;’ but, 1 thank Gddj not once has^it 
caused an alteratidh of my mind — so infinite is that 
mercie which has hitherto protected mce, and 1 doubt not 
but I shall find it with mee.*' He concludes by refer- 
ring to some “ light papers** which seem to have engaged 
him in the intervals of his greater work. When 
you have wearied your good thoughts with those light 
papers that 1 sent /ou, return them with tlie corrections 
of your judgment. I may one day send you others of 
more worth, if it please God to continue me this leisure 
and my health, but the best can be but broken, and in 
patches from him that dares not hazard to gather them. 
Such thinges, from me, falling like the leaves in autumn 
soe variously and uncertainly, that they hardly meet 
agaiif — but with you 1 am confident what else my 
weakness shall present will have a faire acceptance.*' 
This allusion to his health was ominous. Sickness had 
already begun to threaten him. 

Some days after this, he writes to his kinsman 
Knightley (whose son afterwards married one of Hamp- 
den's daughters), a description of what he conceives 
to have been the commencement of his disorder, the 

> Rushworth, vol ii. p. 3. In this extraordinary document, the king 
took occasion also to attack Eliot In reference, it may be supixwed, to his 
commissioners of inquiry into Eliot’s property having had a ** nihil" re. 
turned to them, Charles observes, ** Notwithstanding nis majesty's late de> 
claration, for satisfying the minds and aftbctioiis of his loving subjects, 
some ilUdisposed persons do spread false and pernicious rumours abroad ; 
as if the scandalous and seditious pri^iosition in the house of commons, 
made by an outlawed man, datperate in mind and fortune^ tumultuously 
taken by some few, after that by his majesty's royal authority he had com. 
manded their adjournmenr, had been the voice of the whole house, where, 
as the contrary is the truth." The words 1 have printed in italics are not 
in Rushworth, but Hymcr supplies them. (Fcedera, xix. 69.) The in. 
fatuated king continues, *' This late abuse having for the present driven 
his majesty unwillingly out of that course, he shall account it presumption 
for any to prescribe any time to his migesty for parliaments ; the callinm 
continuing, and dissolving of them being always in the king's own powerl^ 
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colds of his prison. For the present I am wholly at 
a stand, and have been soe for this fortnight by a sicki 
nesse which it has pleased my master to impose, in 
whose hands remain the issues of life and death. It 
comes originally from my colds, with which the cough 
having been long upon me causes such ill effects to 
follow it, that the symptoms are more dangerous than 
the grief ; it has weakened much both the apetite and 
concoction, and the outward strenjjth ; by that some 
doubt there is of a consumption, but we endeavour to 
prevent it by application of the means, and, as the great 
physition, seek the blessing from the Lord.** (iood 
humour and easy quiet, however, did not desert him, 
though his disease steadily advanced. A week after the 
date of the foregoing, he writes to lAmpden, — Lately, 
my business hath been much with doctors, so that, but 
by them, 1 have had little trouble with myself. These 
three weeks I have had a full leasure to do nothing, and 
strictly tied unto it either by their ilirection or my 
weakness. The cause originally was a cold, but the 
symptoms that did follow it spake more sickness ; a 
gradual indisposition it begot in all the faculties of the 
bodic. The learned said a consumption did attend it, 
but I thank God 1 did not feel or credit it. What 
they advised as the ordinance that's appointed 1 was 
content to use, and in the time I was a patient, suffered 
whatever they imposed. Great is the authority of 
princes, but greater much is their's who both command 
our purses and our wills. What the success of their 
government wills, must be referred to him that is master 
of their power. I find myself bettered, though not 
well, which makes me the more readie to observe them. 
The divine blessing must effectuate their wit — it is 
that medicine that has hitherto protected me, and will 
continue me amongst other affairs to remain your f'aithfull 
friend.” It is affecting to observe, even in his manner of 
. writing, a characteristic of the fatal disorder that had 
seized him. 

As his illness became more determined, the severity of 

VOL. II. I 
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his imprisonment was increased. Tory the letter writer, 
indeed, remarked, about this time, “ I heare sir John 
Eliot is to remove out of his darke sinoakey lod^ng 
into a better but I can find no evidence of the re- 
moval. On the contrary, shortly before liis last letter 
to Hampden, he had written to Bevil Grenville (who 
then opposed the court, but afterwards, with no sus- 
picion of his virtue, died fighting fot^ the king at 
Landsdowne) a sfeitement of increased restraint. His 
friend had by letter alluded to some, rumours that 
were then abroad^, and on the faith of which Pory 
seems to have gossiped, as above, of his probable liber- 
ation. “ The restraint and watch uppon me,” Eliot an- 
swers, “ barrs much of my intercourse with my friends ; 
while their presen cd' is denied me, and letters arc soe 
dangerous and suspected, as it is little that way we 
exchange ; soe as if circumstances shall condemn me, 
I must stand guiltic in their judgments ; yet yours, 
(though with some difhcultic I have received, and manie 
times when it was knocking at my door, because their 
convoy could not enter they did retire again, wherein I 
must* commend the caution of your messenger, but at 
length it found a safe passage by my servant) — made mee 
happie in your favour, for which this comes as a retri- 
bution ami acknowledgment. For those rumours which 
you meet that are but artihcial, or by chance, it must 
be your w'isdom not to credit them. Manie such false 
fires are flyinge dailie in the ear. When there shall be 
occasion, expect that intelligence from fronds ; for which 
in the meene time you do well to be provided ; though I 
shall crave when that dispute falls, properlie and for 
reasons not deniable, a change of your intention in par- 
ticulars as it concerns myselfe, — in the rest 1 shall con- 
cur in all readiness to serve you, and in all you shall 

^ Tliose rumours prevailed strongly at one time They arose out of whis- 
l)ors of ji possibility of a pariiamenr; and I find it stated in a letter among 
the Haileian MSS., 701)0., dateil Dec. 14. l(>31-2, that “ Sir John Eliot had 
lately lieen courted and carcsscil in his prison by some great men who arc 
most in (l.inger to l3c called in question.*' If any such overtures were 
made to Inm, it is certain that he continued immoveable. Kapin, indeed, 
aa^s distinctly (voi. x. p. 2(}-3. rio/c), ** Sir Jolin Eliot had been tampered 
with, but was found proof against all temptation.*' 
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command me who am nothing but as you represent.” 
His concluding words are affecting. My humbl^ 
service to your ladie^ and tell her that yet 1 doubt not 
to kisse her hand. Make much of my godson.” 

Immediately after this, instead of any evidence of 
better treatment, 1 have to furnish proof of an acces- 
sion of the most savage and atrocious severity. F21iot 
hitherto had l^eh permitted, under certain restrictions, 
to receive visits from his friends. This poor privilege 
was now withdrawn, and — it is well that this is to be 
offered on the best authority, or I could not have asked 
the reader to give credence to it — the comfort of a 
fire, necessary to life in a damp prison, whose inmate 
already struggled with a disorder brought on by cold, 
was, in the depth of winter, wholl^, or almost wholly, 
denied to Eliot! On the 26 th of December, 1631, 
he thus writes to Hfimpden : — 7'hat I write not to you 
anything of intelligence, will be excused when 1 do let 
you know that I am under a new restraint, by warrant 
from the king, for a supposed abuse of liberty, in ad- 
mitting a free resort of visitants, and under that color 
holding consultations with ray friends. My lodgings are 
removed, and I am now' where candle-light may be 
suffered, but scarce fire. I hope you will think that 
this exchange of places makes not a change of minds. 
The same jirotector is still with me, and the same con- 
fidence, and these things can have end by him that gives 
them being. None but iny servants, hardly my son, 
may have admittance to me. My friends I must desire, 
for their own sakes, to forbear coming to the Tower. 
You among them are chief, and have the first place in 
this intelligence. I have now leisure,” he continues, 
with affecting resignation, and shall dispose myself to 
business ; therefore those loose papers which you had, T 
would cast out of the way, being now returned again 
unto me. In your next give me a word or two of note ; 
for those translations you excepted at, you know we are 
blind towards ourselves ; our friends must be our glasses ; 

I 2 
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therefore in this I crave (what in all things I desire) 
tke reflection of your judgment.” 

Thus, in the midst of his worst sufferings, Eliot had 
the consolation and sustainment of the philosophical work 
in which he had engaged. Ilis own study, as I have 
described, ha(] been plundered of its papers and sealed 
up by the king; but his friends supplied him with 
books ; and in this office, as in every ether care and 
kindness, Hampden was most forward. ^ Sir Robert 
('otton's library would have proved of inestimable value 
to Eliot at this time, as some few years before it had 
served a kindred spirit-, but the atrocious tyranny that 
now prevailed had reached its learned owner. Accused 
of having furnished precedents to Selden and Eliot, sir 
Robert Cotton’s great library was seized and held by the 
king ; and, unable to survive its loss, the great scholar 
died.^ I have spoken of a kindred spirit with that 
of Eliot, It is impossible, in describing Eliot’s labours 
at this moment — when, 

active still, and iinrestrain’d, hKs mind 

ExplorM the long extent of ages past. 

4 And with his prison hours ennrh’d the world. 

— not to recollect sir Walter Raleigh. Kindred they 
were, at least, in magnanimity of spirit and large- 
ness of intellect. If it were worth while, I could 
point out other resemblances. Their faces, in portraits 

* 1 shall have a more proper opportunity (in the notice of llamixlon) 
of eliciting a number of dclighttiil iiertiunal characteristics from his present 
conduct to his friend. 

- Sir Walter Raleigh. See an intcrc.«tiug letter in the Jiiographia Hri- 
tannica, vol. v. p. J4S5. 

'I’hc following extract from sir Symonds D’Ewes’ diary is deeply af- 
fecting:—** When I went several tunes to visit and comfort him [sir Kobert 
Cotton] in the year IftJO, he would tell me, ‘they had broken his heart, 
that had locked up his library from him.* I easily guesst^] the reason, be. 
cause his honour and cst»*cui were much iinjiaircd by this fatal accident ; 
and his hoii.se, that was formerly frequented by great and honourable per. 
sonages, as by learned men of all sorts, remained now, uixin the matter, 
empty and desolate, I understood from himself and others, that Dr. 
Neile and Dr. Laud, two prelates that had been stigmatized in the first 
[last.>] session of parliament in were his sore enemies. lie was so 
outworn, within a few months, with anguish and grief, as his face, which 
had formerly been ruddy and well colored, was wholly changed into a 
grim and blackish paleness, near to the resemblance and hue of a dead 
visage.” Within a ** few months ’* more he died. 
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I have seen, were strongly like. They were both of old 
Devonshire families ; both were new residents in CoriiiL 
wall ; and, through the Champernownes, one of whom 
had given birth to Raleigh, their families were in a de- 
gree related. * They both died victims of the grossest 
tyranny, but not till they had illustrated to the world 
examples of fearless endurance, and left, {»r the world’s 
instruction, the* fruit of their prison hours. In one 
particular here, or rather accident, the resemblance 
fails ; for Raleigh’s intention of l)cnefit was fulfilled by 
the publication of his labours, while Eliot’s have re- 
mained to the present day unpublislicd, disregarded, 
almost unknown. I shall shortly endeavour to remove 
from literature at least a portion of this reproach ; and, 
in doing so, an opportunity will be*given to Eliot him- 
self to complete this allusion to Raleigh, by one of the 
finest tributes that has yet been paid to that gallant and 
heroic spirit. 

The health of the imprisoned philosopher sank day 
by day. His attorney at law,” however, told Pory 
that he was the same cheerful and undaunted man as 
ever. His friends now appear to have resolved t9 make 
a desperate effort to save him. I quote from one of 
Tory’s manuscript letters to sir Robert Puckering.*^ 

On Tuesday was se’nnight, Mr. Mason of Lincoln’s 
Inn made a motion to the judges of the King’s Rench 
for sir John Eliot, that, whereas the doctors were of 
opinion he could never recover of his consumption until 
such time as he might breathe in purer air, they would, 
for some certain time, grant him his enlargement for 
that purpose. Whereunto my lord chief justice Richanl- 
son answered, that, although sir John were brought 
low in body, yet was he as high and lofty in mind as 
ever, for he would neither submit to the king, nor to 
the justice of that court. In fine, it was concluded by 
the bench to refer him to the king by way of petition.” 

Eliot refused to do this, proceeded still with his 

^ See a statement at p. 2 . of this memoir : and Biog. Brit. vol. v. p. 3-IG7. 

3 Sloane MSS. 4178. 
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treatise^ and uttered no complaint. Hampden con- 
tinued to send him books^ and^ with delicate good sense^ 
rallies him to his labours. Make good use of the 
bookes you shall receive from mee, and of your time ; 
be sure you shall render a strict account of both to 
your ever assured friend.” As the work progressed, it 
was sent in « portions to Hampden, who criticised it, 
and, as 1 shall show, gave value to his praise by 
occasional ohjectidti. ‘‘ And that to satisfy you, not 
myselfe, but that by ol)eying you in a cominand so 
contrary to my own disposition, you may measure how 
large a power you have over John Hampden.” Very 
little political allusion passed in these letters. It was a 
dangerous subject to touch, for Eliots correspondence 
was never safe from* exposure. * Some time before, he 
had mentioned this, as we have seen, to Grenville; 
and he wrote to Denzil Hollis a letter which bears 
upon political affairs, hut only in dark hints, which he 
might not express more plainly. Through a long 
silence,” he says, I hope you can retaine the confidence 
and memoire of your frende. He that knows your 
virtu^ in the genoralc cannot doubt any particular of 
your charitie. The corruption of this age, if no other 
danger might occur, were an excuse, even in business, 
for not writing. The sun, we see, begets divers mon- 
sters on the earth when it has heat and violence ; time 
may do more on paper ; therefore the safest intercourse 
is by harts ; in this way I have much intelligence to 
give you, but you may divine it without prophesie.” 

Nearly four years had now passed over Eliot in his 
prison. Those popular leaders who had been sub- 
jected to confinement at the same time, had all of them, 
within the first eighteen months, obtained their release. ^ 

' Many of Hamitden’s mopt beautiful letters never reached him. 

^ Heforc Valentine had obtained hi.s bail, Eliot began to suspect him of 
juggling for release; and he writes of him to a friend, Thomas Godfrey, 
** This IS all 1 can tell you of him, unless by supposition I could judge 
him in his reservations and retirement, knocking at some liack door of the 
court, at which if he enter to preferment, you shall know it from your 
faithful friend.” I could furnish many such proofs of the jealous care with 
which Eliot watched the virtue of his Uiends. 
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Eliot only was detained. After the conclusion of the 
treatise that had so long served to keep up his interest 
and attention, he appears to have sunk rapidly. Almost 
worne out by his illness, his friends at last prevailed 
upon him to petition the king. The account of his 
manner of proceeding ” is affecting to the last degree. 
I give it in the words of a letter from ^Pory to sir 
Thomas Puckering. Hee first presented a petition to 
his majesty, by the hand of the liautenant his keeper, 
to this effect : — ^ Sir, your judges have committed mee to 
prison here in your Tower of London, where, by reason of 
the quality of tlie ayer, I am fallen into a dangerous 
disease. I humbly beseech your majesty you will com- 
mand your judges to sett mee at liberty, that for 
recovery of my health I may take some fresh ayer,’ &c. 
Whereunto his majostie’s answere was, ‘ it was not 
humble enough.* Then sir John sent another petition 
by his own sonne to the effect following : — ^ Sir, I am 
hartily sory 1 have displeased your majesty, and, having 
so said, doe humbly beseech you once againc to comand 
your judges to sett me at liberty, that when 1 have 
recovered my health, T may returne back to my prison, 
there to undergoe suche punishment as Clod hath 
allotted unto mee,' &c. Upon this the lieutenant came 
and expostulated with him, saying, it was proper to him, 
and common to none else, to doe that office of delivering 
petitions for his prisoners. And if sir John, in a third 
petition, Would humble himselfe to his majesty in ac- 
knowledging his fault and craving pardon, he would 
willingly deliver it, and made no doubt but hee should 
obtaine his liberty. Unto this sir John’s answer was 
— * I thank you, sir, for your friendly advise, but my 
spirits are growen feeble and faint, which when it shall 
please God to restore unto their former vigour, I will 
take it farther into my consideration.’ ” ^ 

That this is a perfectly correct account, cannot he 
doubted. Pory collected the particulars after the death 
of Eliot, and gives us his authority. A gentleman," he 

1 Harleian MSS. 7000. 
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says, ‘‘ not unknown to sir Thomas Lucy, told me from 
dlord Cottington’s mouth, that sir John Eliot's late man- 
ner of proceeding was this." Moreover, in one of 
lord Cottington’s own despatches to Wentworth, the 
savage satisfaction with which the court had received, 
and with which they knew lord IV'entworth would also 
receive, the assurance of the approaching death of the 
formidable Eliot, is permitted to betray ij^self. Your 
old dear friend sin John Eliot,” observes the chancellor 
of the exchequer to the lord deputy of Ireland, \vinding 
up a series of important advices with this, the most 
important of all, is very like to die.” ^ 

Within two months from that date lord Cottington’s 
prediction 'was accomplished. Eliot, however, had yet 
a duty of life left, vhich he performed with character- 
istic ])urpose. He sent for a painter to the Tower, and 
had his portrait painted, exactly as he then a})peared, 
worn out by disease, and with a face of ghastly paleness. 
This portrait he gave to his son, that it might hang on 
the walls of Port Eliot near a painting which repre- 
sented him in vigorous manhood, — a constant and vivid 
evidcKice of the sufferings he had unshrinkingly borne, 
a perpetual memorial of his hatred of tyranny.” 
These pictures are at Port Eliot still. 1 have been 
favoured with a loan of the earlier portrait, by the 
courtesy of lord St. Germains. It rejuesents a face 
of perfect health, and keenly intellectual proportions. 
In this respect, in its wedge-like shape, in the infinite 
majesty of the upper region, and the sudden narrowness 
of the lower, it calls to mind at once the face of sir 
Walter Raleigh, Action speaks out from the quick 
keen eye, and meditation from the calm breadth of the 
brow. In the disposition of the hair and the peaked 
beard, it appears, to a casual glance, not unlike Van- 
dyke’s Charles. The later portrait is a profoundly 
melancholy contrast. It is wretchedly painted, but it 
expresses the reality of death-like life. It presents Eliot 
in a very elegant morning dress, apparently of lace, and 
> Strafford’B State Papers, vol. i. p. 79., dated October 18. 1632. 
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bears the inscription of having been painted a few 
days before his death in the Tower.” , 

In the last moments of his life, Eliot presented the 
perfect pattern of a Christian philosopher. I quote the 
last of his letters to Hampden. — Besides the ac- 
knowledgment of your favour that have so much com- 
passion on your frend, I have little to return you from 
him that has ^nothing worthy of your acceptance, but 
the contestation that 1 have betw^n an ill bodie and 
the aer, that quarrell, and are friends, as the summer 
winds affect them. 1 liave these three daies been 
abroad ^ and as often brought in new impressions of the 
colds, yet, body and strength and appetite, J finde my- 
self bettered by the motion. Cold at first was the 
occasion of my sickness, heat aneV tenderness by close 
keepinge in my chamber has since increast my weakness. 
Air and exercise are thought most proper to repaire it, 
which are the prescription of my doctors, though noe 
physick. I thank God other medicines I now take not, 
but those catliolicons, and doe hope I shall not need 
them. As children learn to go, I shall get acquainted 
with the aer, practice and use will compasse it, ai^l now 
and then a fall is an instruction for the future. These 
varieties He does trie us with, that will have us perfect 
at all parts, and as he gives the trial he likewise gives 
the ability that shall be necessary for the worke. He has 
the Philistine at the disposition of his will, and those that 
trust him, under his protection and defence. O ! infinite 
mercy of our master, deare friend, how it abounds to us, 
that are unworthy of his service ! How broken ! how 
imperfect ! how perverse and crooked are our waies in 
obedience to him ! how exactly straight is the line of 
his providence to us ! drawn out through all occurrents 
and particulars to the whole length and measure of our 
time ! how perfect is his hand that has given his sonne 

> The precincts of his prison, it is unnecessary to add, enclosed the 
** abroad ” of Kliot. The ** air and exercise” he afterwards mentions, as 
having somewhat “ bettered” him, were only what he could win from a 
few narrow |iaces within the walls of the Tower. It is easy to conclude 
from this, that a sight of his native county, the greeting of one healthful 
Cornish breeze, would almost instantly have restored him. 
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unto US, and through him has promised likewise to give 
^js all things — relieving our wants, sanctifying our 
necessities, preventing our dangers, freeing us from all 
extremities, and dying himself for us ! What can we 
render ? what retribution can we make worthy soe 
great a majestic ? worthy such love and favour ? We 
have nothing but ourselves who are unworthy above all, 
and yett that, as all other things, is his.‘ JFor us to offer 
up that, is but t^* give him of his ownc, and that in 
far worse condition than we at first received it, which 
yet (for infinite is his goodnesse for the merits of his 
sonnc) he is contentetl to accept. This, dear frend, 
must be the comfort of his children ; this is the physic 
we must use in all our sicknesse and extremities ; this 
is the strengthening of the wtake, the nuriching of 
the poore, the libertie of the captive, the health of the 
diseased, the life of those that die, the death of the 
wretched life of sin ! And this happiness have his saints. 
The contemplation of this happiness has led me almost 
beyond the compass of a letter ; but the haste 1 use 
unto my frends, and the affection that does move it, 
will ^ hope excuse me. Frends should communicate 
their joyes : this as the greatest, therefore, I could not 
but impart unto my frend, being therein moved by the 
present expectation of your letters, which always have 
the grace of much intelligence, and arc happiness to 
him that is trulic your's.’' 

I add to this an extract from one of Tory's letters, 
dated November 15. l632. — The same night, 
Monday, having met with sir John Eliot's attorney in 
St. Paul’s Churchyard, he told me he had been that 
morning with sir John in the Tower, and found him 
so far spent with his consumption as not like to live a 
week longer.” ^ 

He survived twelve days. On the 27 th of November, 
16.32, sir John Eliot died. Immediately after the 
event, his son (Richard, as I presume, since he did 
not go abroad as he purposed) petitioned his majesty 
» Harlcian MSS. 7000. 
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once more^ hee would bee pleased to permitt his body 
to be carried into Cornwall, there to be buried. 
Whereto was answered at the foot of the petition, ^ Lett 
sir John Eliot’s body be buried in the church of that 
parishe where he dyed.* ” * This attempt to wreak an 
indignity on the remains of Eliot was pcyrfectly in ac- 
cordance witl^ -Charles’s system. A paltry piece of 
heartless spite on the lifeless bod)»of a man, appro- 
priately closes a series of unavailing attempts to reduce 
his living soul. What remained of the great statesman 
was thrust into some obscure corner of the Tower 
church, and the court rejoiced that its great enemy was 
gone. 

Faithful and brave hearts wert left to remember 
this, and the sufferings of Eliot were not undergone in 
vain. They bore their part in the heat and burthen of 
the after struggle. His name was one of its watch- 
words, and it had none more glorious. His sufferings, 
then, have been redeemed. The manner of his death 
was no more than the completion of the purposes of his 
life, ’fhose purposes, and the actions which illuttrated 
and sustained them, I have described in these pages, for 
the first time, with fidelity and minuteness. In doing 
this, I have also endeavoured to exhibit his personal and 
intellectual qualities so fully, that any reiteration of 
them here might be tedious, and is certainly un- 
necessary. In estimating his character as a statesman, 
our view is limited by the nature of the political 
struggle in which he acted. We have sufficient evidence, 
however, to advance, from that, into a greater and more 
independent held of achievemerit and design. His genius 
would assuredly have proved itself as equal to the per- 
fect government of a state, as it showed itself supreme 
in the purpose of rescuing a state from misgovernment. 
As a leader of opposition, he has had no superior in 
history, probably no equal. His power of resource 
in cases of emergency was brilliant to the last degree, 
and his eloquence was of the highest order. The 
1 Harleian MSS. 7000. . 
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moral structure of his mind was as nearly perfect, as 
that of the most distinguished men who have graced 
humanity. It ranks with theirs. 

Yet this is he, whose memory has been insulted by a 
series of monstrous slanders flung out against it by 
political opponents with a recklessness beyond parallel ! 
The time ior such slanders, however^ has happily 
passed away, and the name of John Eliot may now be 
preserved, unsullied, for the affection and veneration of 
bis countrymen. 

What remains to be said of this great person, I shall 
subjoin as an appendix to this memoir. I am 
about to examine his philosophical treatise for, I believe, 
the first time. It: has been mentioned certainly by 
more writers than one, and about twenty lines liave been 
quoted from it ; but this is the utmost extent of appre- 
ciation it has received. No one has yet shown any 
evidence of other than the most superficial glance at 
its contents ; none of its passages of mingled sweetness 
and grandeur have been quoted ; no attempt lias even 
been ^jnade to describe them. I am about to remove 
this reproach from literature, and to enrich it with 
several specimens of thought and style, which might 
give an added lustre to the reputation of our loftiest 
writers in prose — to a Hooker, or a ^lilton. 
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Some Account of an unpublished Philosophical Treatise, 

ENTITLED 

THE MONARCHY QF MAN, 

WHITTEN BY SIR JOHN ELIOT DURINO HIS LAST 
IMFUISONMENT. 


A CONSIDEHATION of sucli aflccling interest is so inmicdiately 
and vividly excited in looking at the first page of this nianu- 
scri])t, that 1 have had it carefully copied lor the reader. It 
presents at once the scene of Eliot’s imprisonment, and the 
lonely and weary hours this cherished work may have lightened. 
The pure exaltation of the philosopher is approached most 
nearly by the simplicity of a child ; and how touching is the 
child-like care and interest, wliich, to while away the lingering 
time, has so elaborately wrought itself within every letter of 
tliis exquisite title • Crouching under the T and the M, two faces 
will be detected — rather ungaiii indeed, but still sufficient to 
remind the solitary prisoner of the more “ human face divine.” 
1 leave the rest to the imagination of the reader, which is, in 
many respects, silently and deeply appealed to. I will only 
add, that the omission of the word « fecit,*’ in the truly and 
touchingly noble motto, appears to me to be in the highest 
taste. It reads, as it stands, like an abridged motto on a shield, 
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chivabousand significant. It is no proof of the judgment of the 
only two writers who have given the title of this treatisei that 
tliey undertake to repair Eliot's omission in this respect. 






This wood-cut, it is to be observed, is very considerably 
reduced from the original, which is of a folio size. The 
Treatise itself occupies two hundred and forty folio pages, which 
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arc written over with extreme closeness, and by no means so 
legibly as the specimen before the reader. Eliot was fond of 
abbreviations ; and the key of his style, in that particular, has 
grown something rusty, and tries the patience. 

The Treatise opens with a general proposition in favour of 
what Eliot calls the covenant of monarchy. The example- of 
man’s monarchy follows, the monarchy of the* mind, as the 
greatest of those* covenants, after that of the government of 
nature, of.(>od. 

“ Of all covenantes, kingdoines are the best, answering to 
tlje first and highest, both of institutions and examples, either 
in the policie of man or tlie president of his maker. Next to 
that great monarchic and Ulngdome, quod ft uh Jove fiomenhabet, 
in wln'cli tlie inicrocosme, the whole world, is comprehended, 
is the monarchic of man, that little world and micvocosine, 
coming the neercst, both in order and proportion, for excellcncic 
of matter and exquisitnes of forme. In tyine and order nothing 
makes to question it ; it beeing the instant and iihediate suc- 
cessor of that greater, wherein, the Creation being accomplisht, 
man W’as made a governour. In excellency and proportion 
what paralell may it have what similitude can be gimi it? 
its forme beeing like the disposition of the heavens, soe geo- 
metrical! and exact, that each part, each orbe, hath his owne 
motion, in his own tyme, to his owne ends, genuine and 
proper.” 

Tlie course of each “ orbe and member” is pursued in terms 
of exalted eulogy, and the “ matter” is next handled. By this 
is meant the subject matter of the proposed government, 
which embraces nothing extraneous, nothing connected with 
creatures that arc inferior, in point of grandeur, to man himself. 

“ The excellence of (he matter likewise does appear, in that 
it is not an invention of humanitle, a fahrike of art, but of 
a substance hcauenly, the perfection of all creatures, the true 
image of the Deity. ’Twere too lowe, too narrow, for he 
founder to reduce the gouernment to beasts and to coniine it 
to that compasse, which yet likewise was cast within mans will, 
and those things submitted to his use. This were unworthie 
the originall, that transcendent greatnes from whence this ex- 
cellence is derived, to applie it onely to such things. And 
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much more were it unworthic the ends, the glory and the honor, 
of that greatnes which reflects from purer obiccts. ’T is larger, 
’t is better. ’ T is of man chiefly this government consists. 
Man, to be the gournour of himselfe, an exact monarchic within 
him, in the composition of which state, nothing without him 
may have interest, but all stands subservient to his use, liec 
only to his maker.” 

Eliot then proposes to consider the component parts of this 
monarchy, and the relative duties they sustain. 

“ In this inonarchiu of man, to make the excellence con- 
spicuous, first is reijiiisite a description of the parts, then the 
know ledge of there duties ; — that, eiiery member bceing scene, 
and the oflice it sustaines, it may then appear of what use and 
advantages they are, what severall meritts they implie, both in 
degrees and simpHe, w'hat conference they have, of how much 
importance to the generall, wdiat correspondence and relations 
with themselves. 

“ In (he parts, the minde doth sitt as soveraigne, in the 
throne and center of the heart, the station of most aptnes both 
for intelligence and comand. Two sorts of servants doe at- 
tend him, daily adniinistring in that com t; — the one for use 
and businesse, as Plutarkc has it of Craterus, friends and 
servants to the Kjno ; — the other, like Ilephestion, for plea- 
sure and delight, friends and servants unto A CKXANDEit. 'J’liese, 
the rational 1 and bruite faculties of the suule, are both neccssurie 
in theire kinds, both iisefuU to their soveraigne, though dilfer- 
ing in theire service, and dilfering in the way. 

“ Of the first a senate is compos’d, a solid l?ody for councill 
and advice, still intent on the goiiernment. Such are memorie, 
judgement, fancie, and theire like. The second are the waiters 
and followers, which respect nottheailaires, but the presence, of 
theire king, as the will and affections that accompunie him. 
Subservient to these, and according to these principles, all other 
things arc mov'd, every part and member in his place ; the 
great oiTicers beeing the sences; and ministers subordinate, the 
organs ; the siibiect, the body, in which all these subsist, — and 
though the most uiiactive part it be, yet it is trucly called the 
center and foundation of the rest. 
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This is the frame and constitution of this monarchic, and 
of these parts it does consist.*’ • 

The question follows of the several offices and duties of these 
various parts, and, On this point,** Eliot observes, with an 
allusion of extreme elegance, “ wee shall endeavour to expresse, 
as young painters doe rare beauties, some lines and slight re- 
semblances, though, in the exactness, wee come s^ort of the true 
figure and perfe^tivn.” 

** There is one common duetic of thcnonll> to which all arc 
equally obliwd ; prince as well as subiects, subiects as theire 
prince ; all oinccs arc directed to this end, and all are accompt- 
able for that trust • proportionably indeed to the quallitics they 
are in ; geometrically, and ad ]>oiidiis, though not aritliinetically 
and alike. The greater and mon* d’gnitied, for more, as nujre 
advantage has been given them; the leise, .jmI all, for some- 
what to the capacities *hey have. Which is for the conservation 
of the whole, the publike utilitie anu good, wherein alt indea- 
vours must conternunate as theire abso' 'te and true end. 

“ And the rea'-on Is binding in th's point. For if the whole 
fabrike be (h'solved, how can a part subsist? lie it the 
chamber of tlie councill, the Jiead ; o** the king*s throne, the 
heart ; or yet, wiiich is more excellent, uha they both cctituine, 
tlie king himself and councell, the mind and faculties of 
reason; — what subsistance can thej have, or what being can 
tlicy hold, without that frame and body of wliicli iiie> are king 
and councell ? A father is soo called, but in relation to a child ; 
and if that childhood cease, he ceases to be a fatlier. It is igno- 
rance, madness, to think that in a disjuncture they cun stand ; 
either the prince or the suhiect; when the prince is such but in 
referrence to the subiect, and the subiect has not being without 
the subsistance of the state. ^deo manifest uvi cst (as an 
emperour speaks in Tacitus) neq ; jterireneq; saivos esse, nisi 
una, tjc. The coniuncture is so strict, that in the dissolution of 
the generall, noe particuler can be fast ; and, without preserv- 
ation of the members, the body cannot stand; therefore each part 
must strive for the conservation of the whole, and that whole 
intend the preservation of the parts.” 

Eliot then reduces to two heads, the division and limitation 
of their respective duties. The passage is striking. 

VOL. II. K 
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“ The king is to command ; tlie subiect to obey. Both, 
l^owever, with like readines in theire places ; and like aifection 
to each other. The subiect must not make his center in him- 
self, and direct opely his indeavours to that end as if there 
they were to terminate ; but they must alwaies be with respect 
unto his soueraigne, and to tlic publike good, therein inclining 
his will. As the king is to answ'cre this observance in cor- 
respondency thereof, he must not retire his thoughts to private 
purposes and dcsigne,'-, — respects that arc particuler, peculier 
interests of his owne ; — but his authority must move as it has 
been appointed, in ordinc, for his subiccts, for the common use 
and behetit, for the safety and tranquillitie of the state, for the 
singuler advantage of each member, and the univcrsall hap- 
pinesse and good.’* 

The treatise now flo\”s naturally into an examination of the 
analogies of civil government. 

** And in this, generally, this monarchic is agreeable to all 
others, of the same frame and constitution ; and what is true in 
them is conclusive upon this, their reasons being alike ; as con- 
versively from this, may be argued to the rest. Wee will 
therefore consider them together, to see how the authority does 
arise, a^^d what powers and judgments liave been gluen tliem. 
That done, wee will discend to exercises and corruptions, with 
the effects and consequences that arc incident, from whence, by 
comparison, the knowledge wille be easie. Where the advantage 
rests, that shall be an evidence to iustifie the right. Even 
the fruite and proffit shall lie made arguments to prove it. 
Wherein, notwithstanding all disguises to the contrarie, the 
true vtile shall be seen, like the heliotropium, that beautie 
of the gardens, always converting to the sunne, the honestum, 
to which it shutts and opens, as that is present or removed.” 

The original of civil monarchy Eliot seeks for in the heavens. 
From the solitudq of his dungeon, into that clear region, ** above 
the thunder,’* it was some consolation to pass ! 

To finde out the originall of these excellencies, the begin- 
ning of these monarchies and monarchs, wee-must first search 
the heavens, and, by ascending Uiither by thought and specula- 
tion, bring down the knowledge of that truth. Wee slidM there 
see tliem, from before all eternitie, written in the councells of 
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the court, the great ruler there haueing so decreed it, in con- 
formity to his goiiernment. From his owne excellence aiicIL 
perfection was theirc idea taken, the patterne and example 
being himselfe, the Worke his owne, the institution and inven- 
tion his, and the end and scope for which it was ordained. 
Soe thence wee shall dnde theire originalls derived; there 
they liaue beginning; from thence they liaue continuance; 
there both tbeir^Genesis and Exodus are inrofl’d. All their 
degrees, periods, and revolutions, their ren^sions, and intentions, 
are guided by this influence. Imle est imperator, (saitliTertiillian), 
vnde el homo : hide potestaSj vnde et spiritus. The same power 
which first created man gave their originall to princes. * He 
who of nothing gave being unto all things, — he that to man 
whilst he was yet but clay, that unactive piece of element, in- 
fused a spirit and fire to give him life r^d motion,— from him 
proceeds this power.” 

Aristotle, Dion, Plato, and Pliny give the strength of their 
authority to the writer ; and, pursuing various monarchical ana- 
logies, in a manner much resembling that of Sydney’s treatise, 
through families, cities, and so on, he arrives at the government of 
the ** great globe itself,” in considering which, he says, the reason 
sinks, for, since it cannot ascend up to ** nature, whic'#is but 
the daughter of the world,” much less should it compass ** the 
world, the universall mother of all nature,” Eliot then ex- 
claims, with a passing eulogy on Cicero, which, considering the 
many points of literary resemblance between them, is very in- 
teresting — ** Without a maker the world had not been at first, with- 
out a ruler it would liaue no continuance. The varieties and 
contrarieties that are in it, beyond the understanding of weakc 
man, so reconciled to order and agreement, give it a full ex- 
pression. O the height of this gradation, which none but Cicero 
could climbe !” And thus he proceeds through a laboured praise, 
considering the accomplished Roman in all lus aspects, “ re- 
sorting to the person from the cause, from the client to the ad- 
vocate,” till he knows not, as he expresses it, whether his 
trutli or eloquence be more admirable.” 

next passage 1 shall quote, is beautiful and charactcristi,p. 
Elioi^ pfoposes to examine the authority of princes, their powers 
and* judgments, with tlieir controlling rules an^ limits. In the 
K 2 
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course he lays down towards this, I recognise an admirable 
^nse of the proprieties in argument, with a feeling of the pro- 
bable public appearance of his labours ; a glance at the strange 
aspect of the times, and an endeavour to save his work, as it 
were, from the severities that had fallen on himself; — which will 
not be read without much interest. It is full of delicate beauty. 
I subjoin to l^liis the commencing passages of the argument 
which follows it, bespeaking toleration for tke.ubjccts and in- 
tentions of man, on ground of the wretched dependency and 
infirmity of his acts. 

“ Thus then wee see how the authority does rise, and from 
u lienee princes have originall, both in particular, for ours, and 
generally, for all nature, therein assenting. Our next view must 
be of the powers and judgements that are giuen them ; wherein 
likewise there is commi^nity. 'Then their rules and limits wee 
will touch, with some notes of advantage and disadvantage from 
the use. Which done, uee will draw the a]iplication to ourselves, 
to our owne inonarchie, the mind, .and show the propriety of 
that ; handling by the way the questions most in controversie, 
toucliing the exercise of that power ; which wee will take, as they 
are emergent from our subject, and arise naturally in discourse ; 
not contpelling, not coveting, any that does not voluntarily come 
in, and readily accost us ; nor balking those which the occasion 
shall present, for any fear or dilliculties. Only this favor wee 
petition, rvhich candor will allow us for our encouragement in 
the worke, that no prejudice may impeach us in the censure of our 
reason, if it tide contrary to the tymes, if it oppose the stream 
and current wee are in,- either in dilating or contracting the 
interests and pretentions, superior or inferior. Wee shall im- 
partially deliver it, if not to the truth of the cause, wliich may 
exceed our judgement, yet to the truth and identity of our sense ; 
and if in that we fail, though it be an error, ’tis not a crime 
unpardonable, uncapable of remission. Yet we shall be careful 
to avoid it, and are not unhopcfull in that point, having our 
affections on a right level, so equally disposed as nothing but 
ignorance can divert them. 

** First then, to take the just height and latitude of this power, 
we must begin our consideration at the end — the end and scope 
— ^for which it was ordain’d, which is the perfection of all workes 
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and the first thing always in intention. Acts may have diverse 
inclinations and effects, from the accidental intercurrence of new 
causes contrary to their institution and design, whereon no sound 
judgement can be grounded. To an act of virtue there may be 
a concurrency of vice, through the corruption and infirmitie of 
the object. A charity may be interverted to ill uses, as not 
seldom happens tijro' the depravity of men, and So lose the fruit 
of virtue. The council of Achitophell may be follie, though 
an effect of wisdom. Equity may be converted to iniquity. 
Justice into injury, or into cruelty of extremity. No virtue, 
indeed, in operation is so sacred, but circumstance may corrupt 
it, diverse effects may follow it, as from new causes and intentions 
intervcnieiit. Tiius we see it in the motion of the spheres, the 
perfection of whose course revolves froii^east to w'est, and yet all 
the lesser and lower orbes run a counter course to tliat, turning 
from west to cast. Their natural motions and inclinations arc 
irregular, ad raptunu So, in the acts of virtue, oblique inten- 
tions may occur to corrupt it in particulars, though the virtue 
be the same. Therefore, as the intention must be the indication 
of the act, the end must shew the intention. For as a good 
act may be ill done in respect of the intention, so the i^eiition 
of what purity soever may be corrupted by the end. If our 
descent and end shall terminate in the east; if our horoscope 
and ascendant sliall be placed in the period of the west ; if we 
shall then, as Strato saith, seeke the sunne itself rising in the 
west, — we cannot conclude properly, or right. For the end 
of the great workman must direct us, not the etfcctand oppera- 
tion of the worke. Finis ojyeraiUis, the end and the proposition 
of the first mover, the maker of those powers ; not Jiiiis operis, 
the practice and exercise of man, who, like those lower orbes, 
has no regularity, but ad raptum,^^ 

The authority to be committed to princes, with the assistance 
of their deliberative and executive governments, and the duties 
required of them, are then treated by Eliot. lie tempers the ap- 
parent remoteness of such an authority by many familiar 
analogies, and illustrates the dangers that beset a prince in the 
example of the pilot of a ship ; — “ The leaks,'* he says, “ are 
infidelity and treachery in ministers ; the rocks, inequality and 
distemper in the gouernment ; the sands and synks, are factions 

K 3 



134 


BklTISU STATESMEN. 


^iid divisions ; the winds and waves, the attempts and invasions 
of the encmie ; the pyrattsarc the false and subtil uiiderminers, 
that w'ould robb and stcale away all law, liberty, and religion.*' 
A singular passage follows, but it is too long for my present 
purpose. Eliot takes up the power to be given to ministers 
as a thing to be limited, invariably, and in all things, by rule ; 
“ secundum artem, according to certainty ; ’* that it should be, 
in fact, a principle, ^or the man to whom it is entrusted will 
turn, ns he says, a sophister and impostor.** He then ranges 
through several chemical analogies, combining and condensing 
them, with a rich facility and skill. lie that desires to have 
the gold and quintessence’* at last, must search laboriously 
from “ metal to metal, element to element ;*’ and so, in the 
view of Eliot, must tljf course of that man be laid, who seeks 
the true understanding of government, “ emergent and resultant 
from the world.** Government, he proceeds to reason, is called 
** supreme,** but it is only so “ for the good and w'clfare of the 
subject. The latter part of which definition, though it be not 
expressly in the words, is included in the sense, as the end and 
object of all such authority and power. And it follows likewise 
by inf»,rence and reason, if the use and interest be not sever’d. 
For, as Cicero says, respuhlica is but respopuli ; and if the right 
and interest be the people's, so should the benefit and use.” 
This supreme power of the state Eliot now reduces to two di- 
visions ; “ the first concerning the exercise of that power as it 
is distributive to others,*’ the ministers of princes, — which he 
ties down, with much strong sense and argument, to a strict 
obedience of the law's ; “ the other reflecting particularly upon 
princes, and the privilege and prerogative of their persons,” 
which, when he comes to discuss, he introduces with a melan- 
choly application to himself. Nothing, at the same time, can 
be more quiet or firm. I have not found, indeed, in the whole 
of this remarkable work, one touch of querulous impatience. 
** The next thing that comes to meet us in our way is the 
second question we expounded, w hether the lawes have an oper- 
ation upon princes. And this with more difficulties is involved, 
as lying within that mystcrie, the prerogative of kings, which is 
a point so tender as it will hardly bear a mention. We may not 
,^icrefore handle it with any roughness, lest it reflect some new 
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beam of terror on ourselves ; but with what caution we may, 
yet without prejudice to truth; — that in what freely we have uif- * 
dertakcn we may faithfully be delivered, and safely render the 
opinion which we gave without suspect of flattery.” 

In the next sentence Eliot sets such a suspicion at rest ! With 
a sudden and indignant sense that the claims set up for princes 
in that day are even too absurd for argument^ he exclaims — 
“ It falls not 4 u\o question whether laws have an influence 
on kings, btit conclusive and in right /• It is to question how 
far such persons should be subject to the laws, what bounds 
and circumscriptions they have given them, and in what 
compass and degrees they ought to be limited and confined.” 
He then continues (following up a precedent passage of elabo- 
rate eulogium on the law, which 1 ought to have mentioned, 
and which is so nobly carried out *111 Pyra's great speech 
against Strafford, that I cannot help imagining Pym to have 
been admitted to some knowledge of the composition of this 
treatise by his imprisoned friend) — “ Two things occur in 
this — the laws, and priviledges, of each country, in both which 
the suljject has like interest. By the priviledge the ])rince is 
free from all things but the law ; by the law he craves in all 
things to be regulated. By the priviledge ho has a proflriety of 
consent in the sanction of all lawes ; by the lawes he has a 
certain rule and level by which to square his actions. By the 
priviledge all approved customs are received in the strength 
and vigour of the lawes ; by the lawes no actual rc])ctitions 
shall create a custom, without acceptation and allowance. 
The law is rex omnium, as Findarus says, the king and go- 
vernour of all things ; the other is regi similis, something like 
unto a king, as Bodin has it, — as absolute, though less known.” 

Eliot, in the next passage, brands the slavish sycophancy of 
his time. “ Of these laws and priviledges, ’* he says (which wc 
shall join together, making butone joint subject of this question), 
tlic discussion will be easier if we turn our disquisition, and thus 
state it. W fiat power the king has upon them ? Wherein there is 
such a confluence of flattery, conducing to our prejudice ; — such 
labour to make monarchic unlimitted, an absoluteness of go- 
vernment without rule ; ~ so much affection^ or corruption ra- 
ther, specified ; — such distortion and perversion of authorities 
K 4 
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to tliat end ; — learning made prostitute to fallacy ; — religion 
^ turned to policie ; — heaven brought down to earth ; — light 
transformed to darkness ; — as to attempt against it, is now to 
row against the tide ! against the stream and current of these 
times to seek a passage unto truth ! ** Not the less did the 
philosophic patriot seek it, and he could afford pity, from his 
dungeon, to tly* hollow meanness of the slaves whose doctrines 
kept him there. “ Some would insinuate,*’ 'he says, pointing 
to the sermons of Sibl'iorp and Laud, “ from the dohortation 
of the Israelites, a warrant and authority for the extention of 
that power. What then was said in terrour, they now make 
it a conclusion of the right ! Others inferr from the confession 
made by David, ‘ Against tlice only have I sinned,* that 
jirinces oireiid not men, and therefore have a liberty upon them 
to do what acts they ple^ie. Which judgements we shall rather 
pity than contest ! The heathens, likewise, both Greeks and 
Latins, have been search’t to have their attestations for this 
sense; — but how truly we shall, in a few general instances, soon 
shew ! ** Eliot then brings up to his aid what Prynne would 
have called squadrons ” of authorities. “ Plinie shall be first, 
who in direct terms avers, non est princeps supra leges, sed 
leges suf’a prindpem, — noe prince is without the regulation of 
the laws, but tliey are far above the authority of princes. Wo 
know in what time and state that author wrote, wliere monar- 
chic and empire had not their meanest exaltation. No princes 
had a pow'er beyond the authority of the Homans — no 
Romans greater than the princes of that age. Yet of them he 
speaks it, wdio were the masters of all others, that the laws and 
statutes of their country had a mastery upon them. And so 
Tacitus does expresse it, of the first laws at Rome." Va- 
lenti nian follows, and Plato, and all are shown to be emphatic 
assertors of the great principle, that “ nothing but ruin can be the 
fortune of that kingdom where the prince does rule the laws, 
and not the laws the prince. Aristotle, in the same way, and 
with the same spirit and wisdom, does confinn it, speaking of 
the miseries and fatalities of those states which happen, as he 
says, where kings endeavour more than is fitting in the govern- 
ment.” A very sharp and masterly dissection of a disputed 
passage in Aristotle follows, when Eliot shows that the “ court 
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parasites ” of the day have basely abused the text. Several 
fine quotations from various parts of Cicero are next brought 
forward, which, as if exultingly, Eliot exclaims, <<make it 
against the law and principles of nature for one man to act his 
pleasure on another ! < To detract any thing from any man* 

(says he), <and this man to draw a benefit to himself from the 
hurt and prejudice of that, is more contrary to qature than all 
poverty and sormw, than whatever can happen to the body, 
not death itself excepted, or to the out war i condition of a man.’ 
What more fully or more plainly can be spoken ? What greater 
authority can be had, either for the persons or the reasons ? The 
Greeks, the most excellent of them, and from whom the contrary 
is insinuated (but how truly have we observed by the way), 
the Latins likewise, and not the meanest of Iheir kind, w'hose 
judgements no posterity can impeach, »— we have really and 
actually on our side. Princes and emperors consenting! We 
may con firm it by the examples of some others, if number be 
more valuable than weight ; yet not such as shall lessen the 
esteem ; for if no other were produced, their worths might 
serve for a counterpoise to all opposites.’* 

I do not know if every reader will agree with me, but, in this 
picture of a great mind, forcing itself, as it were, in obailicnce 
to the sad necessity of the time, to appear to need satisfaction 
for the penetration of its own genius in the authority and 
reverence of past ages, I recognise an object of very deep and 
affecting interest. The treatise, indeed, is scarcely so remark- 
able to me for the power it exhibits, great and truly valuable 
as that is, as for the evidences of a wider power which it re- 
strains. It will be seen, however, as Eliot emerges from the 
fetters of political discussion, into what beauty and grandeur 
he ascends, mastering, moulding to his immortal purpose, 
and impregnating with his owm intellectual power, his variously 
fine attainments. 1 may with propriety furnish the reader at 
this moment with a passage of tlie criticism of Hampden, written 
on receiving the first rough draft of this portion of the treatise. 

<< When you have finished the other parte, I pray thinke mee 
as worthy of the sigj^ of it as the former, and in both to- 
gether I ’ll betray my weakness to my friend by declaring 
my sense of them. That 1 did sec is an exquisite nosegay, 
composed of curious flowers, bound together with as fine a 
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thredd. But I must in the end expect honey from my friend. 

» Somewhat out of those flowers digested, made his owne, and 
givinge a true taste of his own swectnesse. Though for that 
I shall awaite a fitter time and place." And again, of other 
extralcts from tliis portion of the manuscript, with no less deli- 
cate expression, Hampden says, ** This I disccrne, that ’tis as 
complete an fwage of the patterne as can be drawne by lines ; 
a lively character of a large mind ; the sifl)fcct, method, and 
expressions, excellecit and homogeniall ; and, to say truth 
(sweete heart), somewhat exceeding my commendations. My 
words cannot render them to the life ; yet (to show my inge- 
nuousness rather than witt) would not a lesse model have 
given a full representation of that subject ? Not by diminu- 
tion, but by contraction, of parts. I desire to learn ; 1 dare 
not say. The variatidns upon each particular seem many ; all, 
I confesse, excellent. The fountaine was full ; the channel 
narrow ; that may be the cause. Or that the author imitated 
Virgil, who made more verses by many than he intended to 
write, to extract a just number. Had I seenc all his, I could 
easily have bidd him make fewer ; but if he had badd mcc tell 
which he should have spared, 1 had bine apposed. So say 1 of 
these ^'expressions." It is very truly and beautifully said, 

and, as wc advance, the reader will see ample reason for the 
more exalted and enthusiastic praise, which Hampden after- 
wards bestowed on his friend's labours. Meanw'hile, he will 
pardon this digression. 

Eliot, producing his examples of princes who have willingly 
ranged themselves on his side, in acknowledgment of the 
supremacy of law, proceeds : — “ Plutarche relates it of An- 
tiochus, that great king of Asia, the third of his name, but the 
first in honour and accomplishment, that he, in confonnity of 
this duty, sent despatches to his princes for prevention of the 
contrary ; — intimating that if any letters or commands should 
be brought in his name, adverse or incongruous to the 
laws, they should believe that {ignaro se) they were given 
without his knowledge and consent, and therefore that no other 
obedience should be yielded, than was challenged by that rule. 
For which Gratian, on the like occasion, gives a ■ reason, and 
thereupon reduced it to a law.” The words of Gratian are 
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, then given. I may here observe tliat Eliot is scrupulously 
exact in his method of quotation ; that where the words of the’ 
original authority arc used in the text, the book and chapter 
are carefully written down in the margin ; and that where the 
sense only of the authority is employed in the treatise, a note 
generally supplies the exact quotation and its reference. He 
must have had at l^east the companionship of mady books in his 
prison. The majority of his extracts from Plato and Aris- 
totle are given in latin, evidently to he^p himself on the faster, 
for the original editions arc always referred to, and when he 
uses the greck letters he writes them with too much neatness 
and labour to have permitted himself their constant use. 
Other authorities follow Gratian; and the writer then trium- 
phantly appeals, to the opinion of a master among “both 
emperors and civilians,” — to an edict (5f prince I'heodosius. 

“ liy him it was thus WTitten for posterity. * It is the 
majesty of him that governethto confessc himself bound to the 
laws ; so much doth authority depend on law, and so much 
is submission to the laws greater than authority. And that 
vfc will not to be unlawful, we shew it unto others by the oracle 
of this present edict.’ In this,” Eliot continues, “ a conclu- 
sion is laid down, not only that all princes are subjec! to the 
law'S, but that it is their majestic, their honor and exaltation, so 
to be ! And the reason follows it, that the law is the ground 
of authority, all authority and rule a dependant of the law'. 
TJiis edict was not only an edict for that time, but for the ge- 
nerations of succeeding ages, and for all posterity to come. 
Rightly, therefore, and most worthily, stiled an oracle. And 
in correspondence to this, is the moderne practice of these 
times. Almost in all the states of Europe, princes at the 
assumption of their crowns, assume and take an oath for the 
maintenance and observation of the laws. So, if we look 
either into authority or example, the use and practice of all 
times, from the moderne to the ancient, the reason is still 
cleare, without any difficulty or scruple, de jure, in right, that 
princes are to be regulated by the laws, and that the laws 
have an operation on the prince.** 

' “ Yet two things,” Eliot observes in a passage of much 
interest, and which illustrates an opinion I have expressed 
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above, ** M^e are told, do oppose, and are made arguments against 
'this : — the honor and the profit of the king, which are said 
to have some prejudice by this rule. Many pretensions there 
are made, by those that arc enemies to law, to inculcate this 
doctrine unto princes, which in particular to convince were 
not a task of hardness, if the danger exceeded not the trouble. 
But the infection of these times is uncompatible of such 
labours, when scarce the least disease is cuttable. We shall 
therefore follow thenf as wee did in the strength and assistance 
of authorities, which, in point of profit, do conclude that there 
is no fruit or advantage in injustice. Ubi turjutudo, says Cicero, 
ibi utilHax esse non potest — where shame and dislionesty 
inhabit, there profit cannot sojourno. And that dislioncstie 
he puts for the violation of a dutie. Againe,* nihil utile quod 
lion idem honcstuni, ^ nunquam potest niiiUas aim honcstalc 
contendere*"' 

Some historical examples, very graphically told, are now ad- 
duced ill illustration of the last noble maxims and Eliot hints at 
the contrast they present to the cxamjilcs of modern days. 
“ And yet how mucli more should those conventions be ob- 
served, wliicli arc ratified by oath, and made with friends and 
citi/ei#, fellow-citizens and brethren, of the same mother ! *’ 
He then liandLs the question of the position in w'hich a king 
is placed by having the authority of the law' upon him ; 
whether or not it is a failure of dignity. The following is 
subtilly expressed. “ In reason first, how can it be dishonour 
to a king to be subject to himself? No man repines at the 
motions of his will ; no man thinks those actions dishonorable 
which' flow from his own intentions ; nor holds that phisicke 
vilifying which works his health and safety. Yet all these 
must be granted to infer dishonor from the laws. Physicke 
that works a safety must have a vilified reception ; actions 
free and voluntary must be in antipathy with our thoughts ; 
affections must displease ; and so, too, the inclinations of the 
will (not as they are depraved, but simply as affections) ; and 
kings must hold it base to be governed by themselves, before 
it be concluded that there comes dishonor by the laws which 
are but the promiulgations of royaltie ; the proper motions and 
dispositions of that power ; the special acts of princes ; their own 
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influences and intentions ; a health-giving composition of their 
own, either made actually by their hands, or prepared for them, 
by their fathers, tlieir predecessors, and accepted by themselves, 
so that they become their own ; — and in being subject unto them 
they are but subject to themselves, which cannot be dishonor- 
able. No man can bo said to be inferior to himself, yet this 
must bo granted in *his case. Upon this honorable punctilio, 
kings must beco^ie inferior to themselves, and a loyal king 
must be less than an illegal. Yet all ^ower has root but 
in the wills of men. Vis omnis imperij in consem^u obcditintinm 
constat, — al’ empire and authority rests in the obedience of the 
subject, and the true forme of all obedience is comprehended 
in the hswes. For those services are false, imposea hy fear 
and terror, and so is that maxim that procures them — Odcrint 
dum metnant / liOt tliera hate so thatt^ey fear. 'J'hat versus 
ex'crrahdis, as Seneca calls it * for he gives it this operation on a 
prince, and therefore it is well termed execrable. By it ho is 
driven from extremity to extremity. He is hated because 
feared, and will maintain that fear because he is so hated.” 

The greater value of love, far be>ond this, is next shown, 
in the example of an aflectionate people. Elio then looks 
back upon his arguments ; ami, in summing them nj^ en- 
forces them again with new authorities, ani shows great 
learning in the Fathers. He also refers to the grc*al text hook 
of constitutional law in that day, the famous treatise of For- 
tescue. “ Fortescue, that learned chancellor of England, calls 
it impotencie and iion- powcr to do things contrary to the laws ; 
and therefore the laws, he says, are no restriction to power, 
for to do contrary to them is no act of power; as it is no power 
to sinne, or to do evil, or to be sick, or old ; for all these are 
instances that he gives, and in these respects he says they 
are contingent unto men. Men arc less perfect than the 
angels, who have not libertie in those, and therefore those 
laws that regulate the will cannot be dishonourable. Comines, 
that wise Frenchman, has also a question to this purpose, 
upon the restraint of Lewis XL, when in the distraction of 
his sickness.” 

Before closing this branch of his subject finally, Eliot 
devotes some space to an exposure of the fal^ constructions 
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that had been placed upon writings of authority by various 
jirerogative-men. I regret that I cannot give an extract, as it 
exhibits a very searching vigour. With the following severe 
similitude he closes. 

** He that governs not after the laws and customs of his 
country, is to be held a tyrant To him Tacitus has applied 
the fable. Quod quisquis viscera hiimana^ euni aliarum victima- 
rum visceribus forte gusteretf lupus fieri cogUytr^ That whoever 
shall taste tlie interior of a man, though but by chance in the 
mixtures of the sacrifices, he transforms into a wolf. Those 
human entrails in the morall are but the public rights and 
priv Hedges ; — the devouring whereof, though but by mixture 
and confusion, is like that cruelty in the proverb, homo 
komini lupus, man a wolf to man, a transformation of 
humanity into tlie beastly nature. In the psalms it has an 
expression that is higher, to which no aggravation can be 
added, no accumulation can be given. And that likewise 
proceeding from a king, who, enumerating some acts of op- 
pression and injustice (which are the effects of an arbitrary 
and unlimited dominion, a tyranny, as elsewhere he docs call 
it) — accepting of persons, not defending of the poore, destroy- 
ing o^ their rights, want of preservation and protection to the 
people, — for these, he says, all the foundations of the earth 
are out of course ! as if the whole frame of nature had a de- 
pendance upon justice, and that the violation of the one 
threatened the dissolution of the other I ** 

The next division of the treatise is devoted to a consider- 
ation of the power of government, and tlie qualities necessary 
for its legitimate exercise. Here, under one of many heads, 
JL severe education is insisted on, with great force, as abso- 
lutely necessary to a prince. Eliot contrasts vividly Cyrus 
and his sons. “ But the accession of Cyrus to the crownc was 
from a harder fortune, which fitted him with virtue. liis 
sonnes had a softer education, being brought up by women, 
eunuchs, and the like, who infused principles of w'eakness, and 
with their flattery and adulations taught nothing but the doc- 
trine of greatness. No man was suffered to oppose them in 
any exercise or purpose ; but all was praising and commending 
of all they saicFor did ; (as who dares yet do otherwise m the 
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familiarity of princes ! ) ” Dismissing this, however, Eliot pro- 
ceeds to argue — with something like an uneasy sense of the* 
absurdities in abstract reasoning, which are unquestionably 
connected with the monarchical principle — that, taking kings 
at the very best, as models of temperance and fortitude, they 
must be allowed to need something more. “ Princes might 
have that plenitude of temperance as should rcstr^n them from 
all license, and ciiorbitance. That likewise should be accom- 
panied with a fortitude to manage and subdue all loose appe- 
tites and affections, and make ihem impenetrable in that part. 
Yet there would be w'anting one thing more necessary to 
perfection, nay, most necessary for the perfection of a king, — 
which is a kind of all knowledge and omniscience, a vast and 
generall comprehension of all things in his government, with 
their several incidents, emergents, and contingents, their con- 
junctures, disjunctures, relations, and dependencies.’* 

Tliis is a formidable list, and the passage which follows it is 
striking. Eliot revives, from his favourite author, the image 
of that Roman tyrant, which at the impeachment of JRicking- 
harn had struck such dismay into Charles, for the purpose of 
proving that there have been princes in the old time, who, 
affecting a love for parliaments, ivere wont to comUience 
projects by tliat authority, and to carry them on without it ! 
“ In this we have the confession of Tiberius, not the unwisest, 
though not the best, of princes, who saith, non posse prindpem 
sua conscienlid cAincta complccti, — a prince cannot have that 
universality of science to coni])rehend all things in his braine. 
A senate therefore was thought necessary to be auxiliar and 
assistant, wherein that emperor did concunre. With all the 
wisdom of his elders, squaring his profession out to justice, 
though his actions spake the contrary. Cuncta per consules 
incipiehal, says Tacitus, — he began all things by the consuls. 
In relation to the senate, indeed, and in a publick oration to 
that court, he did declare the necessity of their coiinsell, 
saying, exjieriendo didicisse quam arduvm, quam suhjectum 
fortume, regendi cuncta o?ms, — that by experience he had found 
the danger and difficulty of sole government.” The hypocrisy 
of Tiberius is afterwards shown, and at the same time wrested 
to a finer purpose in argument than sincerity itself could have 
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illustrated. Eliot closes >rith some ^obl^^pissages out of 
iSPlato. 

The nature of parliaments thcmselveS| granting the necessity, 
of their existence, is next examined. The powers which were 
granted them among the Jews at their sanhedrim, at Athens, 
in A^Ltolia, at Rome, in Carthage, and Sparta, are alluded to. 
The base purposes of those men who goison the ears of princes 
with jealousy of parliaments, are bitterly expased, and some of 
the doctrines of Machbvell held up to scorn. A vast number of 
authorities are quoted, and much use is made of- the argu- 
ments of Philip de Comines. Eliot, in his course, speaks 
highly of the genius of Sallust, and bursts into a fine eulogium 
at the mention of Aristotle, “ that stiipendiim hominis, that 
wonder and miracle of'rcason ! ** He closes with some general 
arguments out of Bodk.* and, winding up his parallel between 
a tyrant and a king, strikes heavily at the' recent exactions of 
royalty. “ This feeds on the alTection of his subjects, the other on 
their fears. This has his fears principally for them ; the other has 
them for the objects of liis fears. This takes nothing from his 
subjects, but on publick warrant and necessity ; that drinks, 
carmizes in their blood, and docs fatt him with their marrow, 
to briity necessity upon them,** The entire subject of the civil 
government of man is tiien wound up in the following broad and 
satisfactory proposition. “ Monarchy is a power of govern- 
ment and rule for a common good and benefit; not an 
institution for private interests and advantage. To this runs 
the confluence of all authority and reason, either grounded on 
the end, or the deflnitioii and examples of the ord^r^V 

Eliot now advances to the grander puiq)ose of- his treatise, 
— the consideration of the monarchy of the mind. He opens 
witli some general comparison of the civil with the metaphysi- 
cal relations in this government. He treats of the “councillors 
of the mind,** and carries them up to their final aims, “ the 
end and perfection of all empire, the bonvm publicum of the 
politicks; that summum honum of philosophers, that ne ultra 
in felicicie.** From this inquiry, however, he intimates that We 
must exclude at once the vanity of ambition, with its “ heap- 
ings of Pelion on Ossa ; *’ and, in working the inquiry out, we 
must be prepared for the weaknesses of man in many points. 
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since even , tl^e wisest men, the philosophers of the old time, 
have not been able to agree. This carries Eliot into an inter** 
esting expression of their differences. He describes them by 
the fable of Menippus. 

He found nothing but confusion upon earth, nothing but 
incertainty with men. Doubt and ambiguity in some ; 
dissent and contradiction among others ; diffeif^ncc and dis- 
agreement amongst all. Then soe the philosophers, at least 
their sects in controvcrsic, if not the pafticulars of all kinds, 
yet the kinds of all particulars. The Stoicks and Epicureans 
opposed. The Peripatetickes varying from both. The Acade- 
mickes differing from all. And these divided between the 
old and new, the Erctrians, Megarians, and Cyrenians, all in 
opinions separate and distinguished. Like Iletcrogcnialls, 
rather, and things contrary ; not as professors of one science, 
masters of philosophy; lovers of truth and wisdom ! ’* 

Thisgis well said. In their differences, however, Eliot dis- 
cerns elements of the truth. - lie proposes therefore to examine 
them. It may be we shall draw some advantage for the 
information of ourselves, by contraction of their fancies ; as 
was thought by a concursion of the atoms, toward^ the 
making and creation of the w'orld. Wee will therefore take 
a short survey of them, and try what they will yield; judging, 
not by number but by weight, what estimation may be given 
them. And as vi'e find their true worth and value, so* will 
we rsite them in our book, casting the profit which they bring 
in the accompt of our own endeavours. To which we shall add 
what in reason or authority we shall find necessary for the 
opening of this secret ; this end of all our labour ; this scope 
and object of our hopes ; -i— that summvm bonum in philosophic, 
that bonum jmblicum in our policy, the consumation and per- 
fection of our happinessc ! ’* 

In accordance with this design Eliot plunges at once into the 
various schools of ethicks that prevailed among the ancients, 
describes them all, and discusses their respective doctrines. At 
every step he gives proof of the profound scholar, of a man of 
wide compass of thought, and of that peculiar power in. the ap- 
plication of learning, which stamps it with the craative genius. 
A trail of light runs along the track of the old systems as we 
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follow them in his pages. The Peripateticks first appear, the 
*Academicks next, and the Stoicks follow, with the thunder of 
Aristotle striking down their systems from beyond. The Eretrians 
are afterwards introduced, and to them the Epicureans, in open 
opposition. And thus we follow all in turn, the genius of Eliot 
quickening these dead systems into an active present knowledge. 
Suddenly he rjxclaims, “ But let us draw nearer to the light, 
and dispel those mists that shadow and 5lK»cure it, by the 
beames and radianct of the sun, that so we may find the 
summum bonum which we look for.” 

“Seneca, ‘ Romani nominis etsapentisemagnus sol,’ as Lip- 
sius stiles him, ‘that great glory of the Roman name, and wisdom,’ 
thus compounds it: — ‘ Ex bona conscientia, ex honestis consiliis 
ex rcctis actionibus, ex contemptii fortuitorum, ex placido vitae 
et continuo tenore, ui^m prementis viam.’ * Of a knowledge 
and intentions uncorrupted, of council liberal and just, of ac- 
tions rectified and exact, of scorn of accident, of a propitious 
and even course and constancie of life, its diameter and 
straightness kept without refiection or transition.’ Where these 
are met in a true diagram and mixture, where these ingredients 
are consolidate, there he makes that svmmuvi bonum, that great 
happfticsse, the term of man’s perfection, the true end and 
object of his hopes.” 

Following up the principle of this moral system, Eliot defines 
with an exqui<>itc clearness tlie relations of virtue. In the 
midst of this, while borrowing an illustration from Seneca, he 
breaks into a magnificent eulogy of the “wisdom and sublimity 
of his ethicks. His speculations in philosophic,” exclaims Eliot 
with an intense fervor and beauty of expression, “ doe preach 
divinitie to us, and his unbelief may indoctrinate our faith ! 
Is it not shame,” he afterwards asks, “ that we that arc pro- 
fessors in the art, should have less knowledge than those that 
never studied it ? ^ that their ignorance should know that of 
which our knowledge is still ignorant ? at least in the exercise 
and practice ! ” In the following I recognize the sublimity 
and sweetness of Hooker. “ In this he puts that summum 
bonum, and chiefe good, Deo parere, to be obedient unto God, 
1 o be obsequiqjis to his will. Hoc fac, ut vives, as was the motto 
of the law. l)oc this and live. Live in all happinesse and fe- 
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licity ; in all felicity of mind, in all felicity of body, in all felicitjj 
of estate ! For all these come from him ; he only has the dis- 
pensation of these goods; and he that serves him shall have the 
fruition of them all. This was the notion of that Heathen, 
which, wliat Christian can hcarcand not admire it ? It strikes 
a full diapason to the concord of the Scriptures, and concents 
with that sweet harmony ! O let us then apply ft to ourselves, 
and make his wol^ds our works ! Let us endeavour for the be- 
nediction in the gospel, knowing these things to be blessed, 
that we do them ! *' 

Suddenly Eliot checks himself : — But to return to our own 
charge and province, tliat we be not taxed fur usurpation in 
intruding on anotlier ; to resume the disquisition we intended 
for the end and object of our government, the perfection of our 
monarchy ; — whicli our divine Seneca 3oth determine in that 
axiome and theoremo, Deum sequV' Several neat touches of 
statement and description succeed, with the object of a wider 
direction to Seneca’s maxim, after which Eliot remarks : — . 
« We will now en'^^eavour, upon all that has been said, to 
extract a quintessence from the variety of expressions and opi- 
nions which we liave mentioned; — to make one solid glof^p, one 
entire and perfect conclusion.” In the course of this, the moral 
and physical relations of the world arc surveyed, and from them 
is shown, the possibility of the attainment of a firm and inde- 
pendent position for the mind. 

This habit and position of the mind, to constitute perfect 
happinesse, must be both cleare and hrmc ; — cleare without 
cloud or shadow to obscure it ; and firm in all constancy. 
Immoveable like the centre ! Add then to this that it does 
come from God — that it is munus T)eit his free gift and 
largesse — and then we see what is this choice happiness and good, 
that suntmum bonum in philosophy, that bonum jmblicum in 
our policy, the true end and object of the monarchic of man !. 
It is a cleare and firm habit and position of the mind by 
knowledge, rectifying all the actions and affections to the rule 
and conformity of reason. It is to be happy. Not in greatness, 
and honor, riches, or the like, but in any state or quality, 
that elixar may be found. From the most sifnple being of 
mankind, that quintessence may be drawn. The mind being 
L 2 
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brought to that quality and condition, the faculty working on 
the object, not the object on the faculty, there is in any state, 
how mean or low soever, an equal passage and ascent to that 
great height and exaltation ! ** 

The elements by which the proposed monarchy of the mind 
may be constructed having been thus established, and the 
possibility ot its construction shown, Kliot mentions with 
exultation the great virtues which, once it is constructed, 
shall tend to its immortal sustainment. Hut then he restrains 
himself, llefore wc triumph, we must subdue, ^i’hrough 
sorrow, it may be necessary to advance to joy. “ Wc must 
do as iEncas did with Dido, through sad storys of tragedies 
and disasters make a transition unto love. As mariners in 
rowing look contrary to their courses, so wee, in the search 
of happiness and felicity, must have our eyes upon the 
subject of our misery. Those w’e must first behold which 
are enemies of our state, and from them make a passage to 
our government. Wherein if, by knowledge of the adver- 
saries, we can find means to conquer and subdue them, — 
if, by the strength and opposition of the vertiies, w{* can over- 
come and subjugate the affections, — then we may triumph 
in our victorie, and in all security and peace erect that trophy 
of felicity, that summiim bnimm and chief happiness of 
man.” 

The impediments to man’s happiness are accordingly 
treated, and, from this onwards, with such a union of power 
and sensibility, of sweetness and grandeur, as I do not 
think has ever been surpassed by llic best prose writers in 
our language. It is the privilege of true intellectual great- 
ness to glorify itself in what the world calls adversity, and 
never did it employ a means more noble than this of Eliot’s. 
Rewarded with a prison for the service of active years devoted 
to his country ; the tyranny apparently triumphant, to oppose 
which, he had surrendered fortune and freedom ; a disease 
induced l)y the foul air of his dungeon making rapid strides 
upon his life, yet only in its prime; — it is impossible to detect 
in this illustrious person the quailing of a single nerve, lie 
rises superior ^io all extremities, in simply continuing equal to 
himself. The philosopher of the Tower is no more and no less 
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than the statesman of tlie house of commons. The essential 
object of his exertions is in both cases the same, and I loolf 
upon these exalted meditations as only a continuance, in in- 
tense expression, of the active energies of his life. The steady 
invasion of disease forbade him to hope that tlic latter could 
ever be renewed; and, thus excluded from the sphere of virtuous 
public action, he left an example of even greater value to the 
world, — an cxaMplc to console them in temporary defeat, to 
carry ardour and enthusiasm unhurt throif^h trial, — an example 
that should multiply their powers of action and resistance, 
by strengthening their moral purposes. I see no unnatural 
contrast therefore in any portion of Eliot’s life. I recognise 
his old brave fearlessness, in his present inculcation of a per- 
fect restraint and self command ; 1 trace the rapid grandeur of 
his younger days, in the composed ^nagnanimity of morals 
which sustains him through this ** last scene of all.” 

Through the impediments that obstruct man’s happiness in 
self-government, Eliot, as I have said, proceeds. Hemmed 
in as the mind is shown by him to be, he undertakes to point 
out the pa''.'>age of escape from this ** bondage and captivitie.” 
The first impediment he notices is << feare.” He goes through 
the various chances that may occasion it, with a pregn^t per- 
sonal reference ; he describes the “ effects of power, sudden, 
various, and fearful ; wherein imprisonment, wounds, and death, 
and that in a thousand forms, are threatened ; in which both 
sickness and poverty are involved but in none of these, he 
says, is there real cause of fear. He concludes his masterly 
examination thus : ** Feare must }icld to happinessc, or hap- 
pinessc to feare.” 

Eliot then passes to what he calls, the next link of this 
chaine of our unhappincsse, another part of the fetters that we 
beare,’* to that inexplicable piece of vanity, our hope.” This 
he considers in many respects a great evil. But not to be 
mistaken,” he says, ** for want of some distinction in this case, 
all hopes are not like, nor all enemies of our government, 
though all have one incertainty, by the trouble of expectation, 
and the dependance upon time. All have this vanity and weak- 
ness, that their rest is upon others, not in tl^msclves, and in 
that respect they are obnoxious unto fortune. \ct all have 
L 3 
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not a participation in the evil ; all are not sharers in the guilt; 
Some are natural, and have their principles in nature.” The 
exceptions are occasionally treated, and with a prodigious mass 
of learned allusion. In conclusion, Eliot dwells with much 
intenseness on the perpetual agitations in which hope keeps a 
man ; the fear to lose, the jealousy, the satiety ; and all the in- 
cidents that fuu to it. 

Sorrow approaches next, and this is described as the w'orst 
and least excusable dr the impediments yet named. For yet, 
Eliot says, fear has some resource of safety, hope has some 
desire of happiness. ** These,*’ he strikingly continues, “ have 
somewhat for justification and apology, at least for excuse and 
extenuation of their evils. But sorrow only is inferior to them 
all. No argument can be made for her defense; she can 
pretend neither to happiness, nor safety, nor to w'hat might be 
subservient to either. As the professed enemie to both, her 
banners arc displayed. She fights against all safety, and bids 
defiance unto happiness. Her emls, her arts, are in contest- 
ation of them both. Reason has nothing to alledgc why sor- 
row should be used ; it propounds no advantage in the end, 
no advantage in the act, but the mere satisfaction of itself, the 
sole cxpletion of that humour; tlierefore is it the most improper 
of all others, as incomparably the worst, and that likewise the 
effects and consequence on the body will show.” The con- 
clusion of the subject is a subtle treatment of the selfishness 
of sorrow. It is not called forth, he says, by the misfortunes 
of our friends, for that feeling is pity ; nor by the triumphs 
of our enemies, for that is envy. ** Sorrow is selfishness.” For 
the “ privation of whatever we hold dear, of whatever is in a 
tender estimation,” Eliot suggests nobler and better remedies. 

Pleasure follows. “ And thus we see how these enemies 
doe threaten us. Fear docs anticipate, hope divert, sorrow 
overturn, the happiness we look for; or, rather, they fight 
against the happiness itself; fear secretly undonnining, hope 
circumventing, sorrow charging it at full. But, above all, the 
most dangerous is behind, — pleasure !” The reason of 
the peculiar danger that attends the indulgence of pleasure, is 
then shown to consist in the so false resemblance it bears in 
itself to happiness, that it is like to steal through all the 



SIR JOHN ELIOT. 


151 


<< guards and watches*’ that we keep, into our strongest re- 
treats and strongholds.*' Nothing, Eliot observes, in tlid 
course of much splendour of eloquence and reason, nothing 
is so petulant and refractory, so exorbitant and irregular, as 
pleasure. No rule, no law, no authority can contain it ; but, 
like Semiramis, admit her government for a day, slie usurps 
the rule for ever.” • 

Having consj^ered these impediments to happiness, these 
obstructions to the monarchy of man, ^i^liot indulges a spe- 
culation on the design of Providence, in thus appearing to have 
opposed, by the creation of such unworthy passions, its own 
vast and pure design. 

“ But here an objection or wonder may be made, how, from 
one fountain, such diflerent streams should flow ; how', from 
the self same head, such contraries slftuld derive themselves ; 
and that greater w'onder may arise, how the great architect 
and workman, who gave being to all things in his divine wis- 
dom, did so create the mind by the infusion of such principles, 
that the contrariety of their motions should threaten the de- 
struction of his work ! For faction and division imply tins, and 
the dissension of the parts hazards the confusion of the whole. 
It ’s a great cause of wonder, in the thing, that it is s* but of 
far greater admiration in the reason. That he, thus wise, thus 
willing, thus able to give perfection to his art, should, in the 
masterpiece thereof, in his own portraiture and image, leave it 
with imperfection ! This is enough for wonder and admiration 
(if it w'ere so). But yet tlie next has more the inscrutability of 
that reason ; — which turns these imperfections to perfections ; 
which in these contrarities makes agreement; by these dif- 
ferences, these divisions, these dissentions, works unity and 
concord ! This is a cause of wonder and admiration so tran- 
scendent, as human capacity cannot reach. O ! the incom- 
prehensible glory of the wisdom, by which such secrets are 
disposed ! We may see it almost in every thing, as the effect 
gives illustration to the cause ; and so in fact confirm, though 
we cannot penetrate, the reason itself. All things, almost 
generally, will demonstrate it. If we look into the univer- 
sality of the world, or the concurrence of it% parts, arc there 
L 4 
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more contraries tlian in the comon materials they consist of? 
Can there be more antipathy than the elements sustain ? What 
greater enemies than hre and water can be found ? What 
more violent than their wars ? And so with the air and earth. 
Dryness and moisture are opposed ; than which no things can 
be more dliFerent ; yet amongst Uiese what a sweet league and 
amitie is coiitr xted ! What mutual love and correspondency 
they retain ! Tire agrees w'ith water, earth ^ith air, the latter 
with the former, each severally with other, and so respectively 
W'ith all ! and that which is the perfection of them all, the 
composition which they make, the frame of those materials, 
the body so compounded, has its being and existence by the very 
mixture and diagram of these ! Nay, by the want of cither, 
their dissolution is enforced. So necessary is the contrarity 
of the parts, and the opposition which they make, that, without 
it, the whole cannot subsist. As thus as in the generals, so in 
the particulars from thence. In tlic immense infinitie of crea- 
tures, amongst the dead or living, are their antipathies to be 
numbered ? Can arithmetic define the contraritics they have ? 
Stone opposing stone, metul against metal, plant against plant; 
all war ! And animate beasts contrary to beasts, fowls against 
fowls, lishes against fishes; in hate, in cruelty opposed, killing 
and devouring each other ; and yet all made serviceable to 
man ! Amongst men, too, w'hat contestations are there extant; 
what wars, what quarrels, what dissentions ! Nation in antipathy 
with nation, kindred opposed to kindred, family against family, 
man against man ! And, besides, how infinite is their diffe- 
rence and variety in temper, in affection, in condition ; so that 
reconciliation seems impossible, and, without it, tt)eir subsist- 
ence. Yet in the revolution of that wisdom these things are 
so turned, in the divine wheel of providence their conversions 
are so made, that all move directly to one end 1 The alloy 
and contestation of the parts work the conservation of the 
whole.” 

Eliot now sums up the character and objects of the 
monarchy he seeks to establish ; ranging against it its 
various impediments, that he may enlarge on the means of 
their removal, ^his is beautifully done, by an exhibition of 
the utter vanity of the causes to^ which, in general, they owe 
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their existence. Poverty, for instance, he begins with, as a 
thing which provokes fear, but in which there is no essentiaf 
cause for fear. He treats this at great length, and with much 
fervor. Don Guzman himself never said finer things in 
behalf of poverty. “ Are riches,” he asks, “ of that virtue that 
their want should seem so terrible ? How many have they 
sold to misery and unhappiness! What w'orldif of men have 
they corrupted and betrayed! Corrupted in manners and 
affections, betrayed of their liberties and lives!** Out of 
these reflections he plunges into a praise of poverty. He tells 
the poor what they escape. He sums up the diseases of the 
rich, famous for their excruciating pains ; and contrasts with 
them the “privileges of poverty, the immunities of want.** 
He then drags forth from antiquity a long list of illustrious 
poor ; he speaks of the lives of Kubricius, Curio, Menenius, 
Valerius, and Seneca ; and holds them up as the best of all 
examples to comfort and to teach. “ Who more valiant than 
Miltiades ? ” he exclaims ; “ who more wise than Cymon ? 
who than Aristides more just? who more temperate than 
Phocioii ? Yet all these the poorest as the best of all their 
times !** ^ 

Sickness is treated of by Eliot next, as no just cause of fear. 
Prom sickness, — suggested by his own sufferings, he advances 
through the various eftects of power, to imprisonment, to death, 
but in none can he find .“just cause of feare.*’ He acknow- 
ledges their aspects to be startling. “ To dispel the feare of 
that which power and greatness may impose, requires a harder 
labour, because the dangers seem far greater, and are more 
various, and more sudden. For — not to reflect on poverty 
and sickness as incidents to this (which wounds and confisca- 
tions do imply), those too frequent and two known effects of 
power — but to look forward and to view it in the other issues, 
which it has ; disgrace, imprisonment, death, and those in all 
their ugliness and deformity. This last is that tyrant which 
our apprehensions do so fear ; that monstrum horrendum informer 
.which strikes us with such terror ; this is that dire aspect, at 
which our resolutions do so fly ; this is that traitor that makes 
such sedition in our government, and which wc%nust the more 
t^efully oppose for the vindication of our happiness. In this 
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place, therefore, we will only deal with it, and with the rest 
Tiereafter.” 

Into these passages respecting death Eliot throws all his 
eloquence : — ** Deatli," lie says, has its consideration but in 
terror ; and what is assum*d from that, is like the imaginations 
of children in the darke, a meere fancie and opinion.’* Witli 
a melanchoiy'fondness, the anticipation of their approaching 
intimacy, he defends deatli as a friend might he defended. It 
has been slandered, he says, by those who cannot have know'ii it, 

most untruly, most unjustly slandered.” " For either happi- 
ness it contains, or it repels calamity, or gives satiety and 
weariness an end, or does prevent the hardness of old age ! A 
conclusion *tis to all ; to some their wish ; but to none more 
meriting and deserving, than to whom it comes uncalled for ! It 
frees from servitude," dissolves the chains of captives, sets 
all prisoners at liberty, and restores the banished to their 
country. All their sorrows and disasters have termination in 
this point. It has been called humanis temp(\itatibits portus, 
the harbour of human miseries, the sedation of our troubles. 
Implying thus the comparison of our life to a fluctuation on 
the seas, we as poor mariners sailing in the weak vessels of 
our nature and fortune, the wind tossing us by the continual 
agitation of her tempests, trouble being instant and upon us, 
danger most iihinent and before us, hope fled, safety nowhere 
to be found, — Death only is the haven to receive us, where there 
is calmness and tranquility, where there is rest from all these 
storms and tempests! In that port all fluctuations of our life 
are quieted and composed ; nor winds nor seas have power 
upon us there ; fortune and time are excluded from that road ; 
there we anchor in security, without the distractions of new 
troubles; there without danger or hazard do we ride.” 

With a slight shade of humour, such as issues so naturally 
out of a subject of this sort, and suits with it so well, Eliot 
next calls for tlie evidence of men who have themselves died, as 
to the character of death. ** No great variety,” he observes, 
** can be looked for in this strange kinde of proof, men sc^ 
seldom returning from the dead.” This is simply an intro-* 
duction to tha story of that Athenian whom Plato raised to 
§peak of the terrors below the earth. Such terrors were only 
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for ** the oppressors of mankind, such as had made their iii'ills 
their laws, tyrants, Arideus and his followers, whom helf 
itself abhorred ! Far different was the lot of the good, the 
servants unto virtue.” Life is afterwards beautifully presented 
by Eliot, in contrast w'ith its] dark neighbour, as only « an 
inne to rest in, a lodging for the night, an hostelry in our 
travels, in our continual journey to the mdlision of our 
fathers ! ” Nay, life itself, he exclaims, taken at the best, is 
only made up of various deaths, one passion dying, another suc- 
ceeding but to die. ** So that our whole life is but an exercise 
of dying, and all the changes and vicissitudes of nature, death, 
in a measure and degree ! Why then should death be thought 
so terrible? where is the reason of that fear?** Rather, he 
afterwards suggests, should it be made a matter of triumph 
and of glory. “ What martyrs have 8iere been even in the 
work of dying ! More joying, more rejoicing, than in all the 
acts of life ! The glory of the Deity, the incarnate majesty of 
the Son, those incomprehensible misterics of divinity, tlien 
appearing to them, by revelation to their sense, or by illumin- 
ation of tlie fancy, — tlie heavens opening to give free passage 
to their view, — these as it were descending unto them, living 
them the possession here of that happiness, that eternal happi- 
ness and felicity, wdiich is the chief object of all hopes ; ^ 
uot that happiness we treat of, tlie summum honum of this life, 
the honum publicum of our monarchy, but the supernatural 
felicity to come, the transcendant happiness hereafter ! *’ 

Nor will Eliot rest at these examples of the victorious ago- 
nies of martyrdom, since they are sustained as it were by 
the divine presence. Tliere is a bravery which comes nearer 
to his own, a grandeur of moral courage which needs no 
miracle to help it. ‘‘ I will resort,** he says, “ to patterns of 
morality. Then, to see the confidence in them, the willingness 
and cheerfulness of dying, — take it from those Grecians, 
those three hundred at Thermopolis, who, for their country, 
opposed themselves to all the power of Xerxes — to those many 
millions of the Persians, whose thirst scarce seas could satisfy, 
nor whole regions for one day find provisions for their hunger ! 
Yet unto these, those Grecians could expose thdknselves, so few 
against so many, for the safety of their mother, The clouds 
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of darts that fell on them, they tearm'd an umbrell for the sunne ; 
^heir danger they made glory ; their death they thought their 
life n so far from terror was it that they made it the subject of 
their hopes. O happy men ! thus for their country to have 
died ! Most happy country, to have brought forth such men ! 
whose death became the character of her life, and was to her and 
tliem a patent of immortality ! ” Among the crowding thoughts 
of many examples of this kind, Eliot kindles into a greater fer- 
vour, and he fills the Solitary recesses of his dungeon with men 
of Home, of Athens, and of Sparta, — “ fellows, whom death 
itself might fear, sooner than be fearful unto them. Mirrors 
of men,’* lie finely continues, “are chronicled fora free accept- 
ance of that fate ; women did scorn their children that did not 
scorn to flic it ! ” And as Eliot thus recalls the past, an ex- 
ample nobler than afi the others rises up, because com- 
pleter in the elements of moral grandeur, in the perfection 
of self-control, the monarchy of man. The philosopher 
Ramus stands before him, “ who died not as Cato, to avoid 
the dying by his enemies, nor suddenly, to prevent the tor- 
ment of the time, nor as those Grecians, in the heat of blood 
and danger, when death does come unthought, — but giving it 
all leave of preparation, admitting all circumstance of terror, in 
that form which his enemies had cast, to the extremitie of 
their malice, — so he encounters, so he receives and meets it, 
even in its very contemplation ! His speculations were upon 
it, it was the subject of his thoughts, and in that he valued it 
more precious tlian his life.” 

To this illustrious shadow of the past, sir Walter Raleigh 
succeeds! His image, indeed, had scarcely vanished from 
those dark walls that now surrounded Eliot, and his spirit 
remained in the magnanimity of Eliot’s soul. “ Shall I not 
add, as parallel to tliis, a wonder and example of our own ? 
such as if that old philosopher w'ere yet living, without dis- 
honor he might acknowledge, as the equal of his virtue. Take 
it in that — else unmatched — fortitude of our Raleigh I the 
magnanimity of bis sufferings, that large chronicle of fortitude ! 
All the preparations that are terible presented to his eye — 
guards and offllrers about him — fetters and chains upon him — 
the scaffold and executioner before him — and tiien tlie axe, and 
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more cruel expectation of his enemies ! And what did all this 
work on the resolution of this worthy? Made it an impression 
of weak fear? or a distraction of his reason ? Nothing so little 
did that great soul suifer! but gathered more strength and 
advantage upon either. His mind became the clearer, as if 
already it had been freed from the cloud and oppression of 
the body ; and the trial gave an illustration to ffis courage, so 
that it changed tlie alfection of his enemies, and turned their 
joy to sorrow, and all men else it fillefl with admiration; — 
leaving no doubt but this, whether death were more acceptable 
to liim, or he more welcome unto death ! ” 

Plow nobly expressed this is ! The style of Eliot, un- 
cramped by the authorities to which he chose at times to link 
it, was as free and grand as his owni free thoughts. These 
his friend Hampden, as the treatise a^ances, alludes to with 
a profound deference. Your apprehensions, that ascend a 
region above those clouds which shadow us, are dtt to pierce 
such heights; and others to receave such notions as descend 
from thence; which, while you are pleased to impart, you 
make the demonstrations of your favour to become the rich 
possessions of your ever faithful friend.” ^ ' 

Eliot betrays a melancholy reluctance to let the subject of 
death pass from him. Assuming that these examples of fear- 
lessness in dying arc of too exalted a character for the emula- 
tion of all men, that all have not the same motives, or means, 
of sustainment, he very beautifully says : “ There is no aftec- 
tion within man hut has given examples in this case. Hope, 
joy, sorrow, fear itself, has conquered it, the weakest of all 
others ! Fear of death has forced men to act the thing they fear. ** 
And, after some very subtle reasoning to this point, he pro- 
ceeds : “therefore, tl)at truth so known, we may in a gene- 
rality conclude, that deatli and fear are conquered both by love. 
Sorrow can do as much. And we have it in the indrmest of 
her daughters, pity, which is the tendcrest of all thoughts, 
yet that subdues this fear, as Tacitus notes it of the multitudes 
after the fall of Otho.” Yet Eliot concludes not even liere. 
Still he lingers on the praise and the privilege of death. “ I 
shall then no more'be sick ; 1 shall then no iHore be bound ; 
I shall then leave olf to fear ; I shall then not die again. If 
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death were an evil at the first, then it shall be no more. All 
Ihe crosses and disasters, all the calamities and afflictions, all 
things that are feareful and evil in this life, then shall 1 be free 
from ! No death shall thenceforth be an interruption to my 
happiness, therefore why should I fear it ? But if death have 
all these priviledges, why then do we live ? why do we not, as 
Clcombrotus, having read Plato's discourses of the immortality 
of tlie soul, precipitate ourselves? hasten to* 'chat excellence? 
press to that rich magfizine of treasures? why do we bear such 
miseries in life, there being such felicity in death? and the 
transition in our power, so facile and so ready? The an- 
swer with the ethicks is emergent: 7nors non debet ase fuga 
aclionum, sed actio. Deatli must not be a flight from action, 
but an action. Subterfuge is the property of a coward ; blows 
and wounds arc the liAnor of a soldier. Dangers must not 
affright, but harden him, where the cause rcciuiresiiis hazard.” 
And through much eloquence he proceeds, impressing over 
again, and with an increased fervour, the necessity of subduing 
fear, though the sun itself should tremble — though the im- 
mense fabric of the world should shake ; ” and at last con- 
cludino by praying of all men, in all cases, to “ expect calmly 
that issue w'hich time and virtue have appointed. Thus wc 
must look for death ; not as an enemy, but a friend ; which in 
his own hours visits us, expects no invitation, may not be 
compelled, but has a free lil>erty before him. When he comes, 
he comes attended by many priviledges, decked with flowers of 
happiness, rest, and sweetness, and exemption of all the evils 
of life. Therefore there is not the least cause to fear it, or to 
raise that jealousy and distraction in our government.” 

The duty of opposing the desires is the next matter dis- 
cussed. Eliot, after a delicate handling of the bodily passions, 
points out the jealousy and restless irresolution of desire, 
agitiited between the doubt of attainment and the doubt of 
loss, hindering even its own satisfaction, and joined with sor- 
row. “Shall this, then,” he asks, “have entertainment in 
the heart, where happiness and felicity should dwell ? That it 
is a vanity and mere nothing, either the act or the consequence 
do prove it ; foiv in itself, what is it more than an imagination 
and light fancy ? In the effect and consequence, does any man 
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conceive there is the least advantage in the thouglit? Does 
the most affectionate in this case think that the object is drawn* 
nearer by his wish ? 'T is true, of faith ’t was said, < believe 
and tlicri thou hast,* but never of this desire. We may desire 
and want ; nay, that want is but desire. ‘ Desire does make the 
want. As it is nothing in itself, nothing but want does follow 
it — a vaine and fruitless issue, like the mother^ Nor is this 
all for which wi^m does oppose it, that it is, thus, a vanity 
and mere nothing. No! <is an evil lik^isc she contests it; 
nay, as the ground and root of all our miseries, the spring and 
fountain of calamity ! *’ Wielding, then, vast knowledge with 
the most perfect ease, giving freshness to old truths, and 
binding together by living tics the rude materials of dead 
learning, — Eliot goes through the dangers that arc in desire; 

the cares, anxieties, and doubts; the fhousand troubles and 
distractions, which men in hope and men in love arc charged 
with ; for these in the notion are but one, though distinguished 
in the expression. Pardon me. Love,** interposes Eliot here, 

** that soe hardly 1 have matched thee ! it is my reason, not my 
affection, that docs speakc it.** He passionately continues, 
— “ What theatre or amphitheatre will serve to represent the 
tragedies it has acted ? In tragic scenes of blood, what exe- 
cutions have been done by the hand of this affection ! Man 
a butcher upon man, acquaintance on acquaintance, familiar 
on familiar, friend upon friend, kinsman upon kinsman, 
brother upon brother, father upon son, the son upon the father ! 
drinking up blood like leaches; nay, making sacrifices of 
themselves, to eternal horrour and confusion ; and, with their 
own hands, forcings passage to that darkness, which even hell 
itself docs tremble at! What numberless examples of this 
kind have love, covetousness, ambition, and their like, almost 
every day exhibited, and arc still contriving, to threaten, as it 
were, the destruction of mankind ! ’* 

In accordance with his general plan of showing in the 
profoundest view the vanity of the particular passion, by 
showing the objects that usually excite it to be vain, Eliot now 
treats the ordinary motives to love. In a portion of his pre- 
vious discussion of it, he had reduced it simp^, in its volup- 
tuous form, to “ what is pleasant ; ** and “ pleasure’* he had 
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shown to be unworthy. “ The felicitie we look for is an 
faction: not a thought, not a dream, or imagination of the 
fancie ; it is an action of virtue ! ” As of one of tlie motives to 
the passion, he then speaks of the vanity of beauty. “ What,’* 
he asks, “ can be found in beauty — the object that love has — 
so to possess' the affection of the mind, and cause a defection 
from reason Tlic description that was given it by that 
\infortunate piece of merit, who died wherd'now I live, may 
be a resolution in tlii^poiiit, who has it in that idea of his wife, 
that — 

** — carnal beauty is but skin-deep, 

But to two senses known ; 

Short even of pictures, shorter liv’d than life, 

And yet survives the love that 's built thereon ! ” 

wherein there is suclf, a latitude of senSe, such a perspicuity 
of truth, that if all other fancies were collected, this might be 
the judgment of them all. Here, in an abstract, is a full 
comprehension of their natures, with all plainness, yet ele- 
gantly, rendered." 

The name of this “unfortunate piece of merit” may have 
already suggested itself to the reader. It is sir Tliomas Over- 
bury. 1 Keen was Eliot’s sympathy for oppression in all cases ; 
and here, — in his love of literature (which Overbury’s writings, 
as I li.ive before had an opportunity of saying, had, in that age, 
most delicately adorned), and in some circumstances of his own 
condition, — much conspired to sharpen even that sharp sympathy. 
He dwells for some time with fondness on this quotation from 
Overbury’s poem, and then, in a passage of lively interest, 
apologises as it were to the reader. “ Let it not,” he says, 
“ seem a wonder that I write this fancy for authority, being so 
new, and borne amongst ourselves. I must confess 'kpy ignor- 
ance, if it be so. I esteem it not the less as begotten in this 
age, and as it is our own I love it much the more. ’T is 
truth which I do look for, and the propriety of expression to 
endear it, not only to the judgment, but the adoptions. Mak- 
ing an insinuation also by the language .for the sense and 
reason of the thing. This I find here, in this Theoreme, in 
as great fullness, and as succinctly ijpndered, as th# exoticks can 
pretend. Why then we should not value it t6 |he truth and 
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merit which it bears, is a wisdom past the apprehension of my 
weakness. I must declare my folly in that point. As it is o$ 
my country, I honour it the more ; and as it was the pro- 
duction of this place, my admiration is the greater, that in 
such solitude and darkness, "where sorrow and distraction 
mostly dwell, such happy entertainments and such minutes 
were enjoyed.” ^ 

I am not acqu^ted with any passage in the language which 
expresses, in a few admirable words, a funder canon*of cri- 
ticism than is to be observed in the course of the above. It 
is unnecessary to direct the reader*s attention to the deep 
meaning of the closing lines. I may add, that the feeling so 
strongly intimated here, of opposition to a prevalent fashion of 
that age, — a fashion which belongs, perhaps, to the literary 
coxcombry of all ages, is in many gther parts of his work 
emphatically urged by Eliot. 

Another object of desire — riches — is now discussed. The 
passage is a beautiful companion to that of the deprecation 
of poverty as an object of fear. His opening reasons against 
the avarice of wealth are strongly stated. “ Preposterous 
and absurd^*’ are the mildest epithets he affords to it at last. 
He describes riches to be ** deceitful in their nature — whereas 
we think them somewhat, when truth does speake them no- 
thing ; deceitful in their qualities — being flitting and uncer- 
tain, without any constanoie or stabilitie, always wing'd, and 
flying from one subject to another ; deceitful in their use — as 
we take them to be helpful to our happiness, though working ' 
the contrary by continuall anxieties and cares ! Why should 
we then desire; them, being no way to be trusted, but in 
all consisting of fallacie and frauds?” Very beautiful are 
the series of questions that follow. « Hast thou worth or 
meritt that might challenge them as due ? That is a mysterie 
to them. They cannot discerne it. The worthless and the 
worthy are equal in their sense.” They are the maine 
occasion," he continues, of all differences, the ager contenti^ 
osus, as it were, the field of quarrel and contention, as t^t 
antiently neare Berwicke to the English and Scotch nations." 
Nobly Eliot^sums up their high demerits. If these be their 
proprieties, ho^ can we then desire them ? If they^ be but 
VOL, II. If 
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serviceable to these, — if they have no fellovrship with honesty 
> — if they dissolve the powers of reason and of virtue — if they 
be distractive and contentious — blind, mad, deceitful, and 
uncertain, — what is it that should make that attraction in our 
hearts, and disturb our self-sovereignty and command ? ** The 
subject is closed with a very line allusion to the only one 
mode of conv()*‘ting the dross of riciics into true gold, by the 
alchemy of virtue. You may have riches^ . Eliot says, you 
may desire them, if }.our purpose is to convert them to good. 

But how is tliat ? he asks ; “ by what means must it be 
done ? The poet does expresse it — 

— — > “ divitias probs 
Virtutia instrumenta facite. Sic 4, 

Boni credimini, ct vitam beatam 
Degerc poteritis !'* 

** Make riches instruments of virtue, let them be servants to 
that mistress. Soe you may live happily and well.*’ 

Honour is the next subject treated by Eliot as an object of 
desire. This, in the worldly acceptation, is regarded by him 
with an extreme scorn. ** Something still may be said for 
beautie and for riclies; but the honour and glory that the 
world ^ so names, have noe reality or substance, noe solidd 
being or existence, but are suppositious and imaginarie, like 
those essences of philosophers, quie qutisi sunt, as they say, which 
are but as if they were.’* ** Let the description of that author,*' 
Eliot continues, having indulged a severe censure upon the 
worldly cause of honour, fame, — let the description of that 
author speake the nature of the subject. Let Fame, from 
which honour is deduced, shew what this Honour is, it being 
the daughter of that mother. In that mother, take the qualitie 
of the daughter. Of which Virgill thus:— 

** lllam Terra parens, ira inritata deorum,* 

Extremam, ut perhibent, Cceo Enceladoque sororein 
Progenuit, pedibus celercm, et pemicibus alls. 

Monstrum horrendum, ingens : cui, quot sunt corpore plumie. 

Tot vigiles oculi subter, inirabile dictu. 

Tot linguc, totidem ora sonant, tot subrigit auris. 

Nocte volat cceli medio terrsque, per umbram 
Stridens, nec dulci decUnat iumina sonino. 

Luce sedet custos, aut summi culminc tecti, 

Turribus dut altis, et magnas territat urbis : 

Tam ficti pravique tenax, quam nuntia veri.*' 
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— which Eliot translates with freedom) — *** First, as sis- 
ter to the Gyants, the Earth produced it in malice of theP 
Gods,— swift-footed, light- winged, a huge and horrid monster; 
having that strange thing to be told under each feather of her 
body, a prying watchful eye ; and unto that both cars and 
tongues as many ; and mouths not fewer ; — always in sound, 
and motion. All night it dies through the middle of the 
heavens, and divides the darkness, giving no place to rest* 
And in the day, it sits on the supreme Sops of houses, or in 
high turrets, a terror to whole cities, being as well tlie herald 
of lies and mischiefs, as a reporter of the contrary ! ' This 
Virgin makes both her nature and descent.*' 

Adopting the suggestion of the Latin poet, Eliot now works 
out a very fine contrast between the huge, but incapable, ener- 
gies of the Titans, and the calm accotiplisliing grandeur of 
the Gods. In the eyes of the latter, he says, and to tlie per- 
ceptions of philosophy, fame is nothing. The following pas- 
sage succeeds. It is a masterly dissection of one of the things 
denominated honour, in shape of an inquiry into the claim of 
hereditary rank ; which[for sober satire, joined to exalted reason, 
could with difficulty be excelled. It calls to my memory some 
forcible and eloquent things, which are urged in a style precisely 
similar, by one of tlie most original thinkers of thisor of any 
age, JMr. Walter Savage Landor, in his delightful ** Examin- 
ation of Shakspeare for Deer-stealing." And now to see,” 
says Eliot, « whether this < honor* be confined within an 
order, limitted to persons and degrees, or left promiscuously to all, 
as their worths and qualities shall deserve it ? Wherein let reason 
be the judge. Is it the reward of virtue or of fortune they 
would make it ? Let them answer who so magnify this pretence. 
Do they apply that honor to their houses or themselves ? Is it 
the distinction of their families, or the guerdon of their merits ? 
If they will take it for distinction, 'tis but a name, and the 
poorest. The basest have as much, and small cause there is to 
glory in that subject If it be the distinction of their families, 
the character of their houses, though it once implied a glory, 
what can it be to them more than treasures are to porters ? But 
they will say, it is the glory of their ancestors, 4he acquisition 
of their virtues, * and from them it does descend hereditarily to 
M 2 
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US.* So may the porter say. That treasure is his master's, and 
by his will imposed upon his shoulders ; but to whose use, and 
in whose right, has he received it ? in his owne, or to his owne 
profit and advantage? Masters would take this ill, if their ser- 
vants should usurp it ; and all men would condemn them, both 
of falshood and ingratitude. So is it, in the other, an injury 
to their ancestors, if they pretend that honor to be theirs. They 
can but carry it to their use, as a monument of their virtues 
that acquired it, not if: their own interest and right, to the glory 
of themselves ; nay, not without their shame, whose purchase 
cannot equal it, being but the sole inheritors of the fortune, not 
the worth. But if they waive their families, and reduce it to 
themselves, — between their virtues and their fortunes, how will 
they divide it ? If fortune do appropriate it, — then the most 
vicious, the most ignorant, the most dishonorable, may be 
honorable ; slaves, and they, may be equal in this kind ; for not 
seldom have they tasted the liberality of fortune, and this honor 
none will envy them. If virtue be the loadstone that procures 
it, where is it ? Let them shew it in the effect, and then 1 hope 
they ’ll grant, that all so qualified may be honorable. All , 
men that have the virtue may participate. Where, then, is the 
propriety they challenge ? where is that peculiar interest they 
claim ? Certainly not in this. This honor will not bear it, 
which is the crown of virtue ! All persons, all orders, all de- 
grees extant, may be capable thereof. They are without ex- 
ception or exclusion, and, for such other honors as are fancied, 
let them enjoy an immunity therein, 1 shall rather pity than 
malign them ! ” 

After this, as it were to while away the time, Eliot brings 
up in aid of the general question new squadrons of autho- 
rities — disputing some, exalting others. <* In one word,” he 
subsequently says, “ honor is no other than to follow goodness. 
To be a servant unto virtue, is to be master of true honor, and 
without that service no honor can be had. Therefore the Ro- 
mans, those most honorable above all men, in the temples which 
they dedicated, joined those of virtue and honor to each other, 
and to that of honor left no entrance or accession but through 
the gate of virt\|e; shewing by tliat symbol where truehonor rests, 
and how it is attained, which is by following virtue. But how 
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is that? how is virtue to be followed ? in a fair and easy pace ? 
will that conduce to honor? can honor be so had?" Eliot 
answers these questions with elaborate care, and closes the sub- 
ject, — after a strong reiteration of his protest against tlie heredi- 
tary claim, that honour should not be ** appropriated to any 
order or degree, as is pretended,’* for that **to be gotten and 
descended even of princes is an accident,"— with an allusion 
to those enemics^bf Roman tyranny^ whose honour, because it 
was true, outshone the worst envy of tfte times. Eliot had a 
peculiar right to call to mind these men, for in his own nature 
he presented some of their noblest qualities — the fiery energy of 
Cassius, and Brutus’ brave philosophy. “ Tacitus,’’ he says, 

<< notes it upon the funeral of Junia, where so many famous 
images were exhibited, the glory of their families, that Brutus 
and Cassius being omitted ^through ffie envy of those times, 
they outshined the rest becausq, their statues were not seen. 

* Eo ipso quod effigies eorum non lisebantur prefulgehanty as he 
has it. They being so concealed, their glory was the greater. 
Which shews that honor is most had, when it is least affected. 
Why, tlien, should this disturb us with ambition ? why should 
it make a faction in our government? why should it cause 
the distraction of our hopes ? Ambition cannot pur^asc it, 
the hope thereof is vain ; no art, no practice, can acquire it, but 
by the rule of virtue. And so only, as the virtue is intended, 
let virtue be our aim. Leave that desire of honor. Let it 
not be a worke of our affections, for in that case we must fight 
with honor as with enemies.’’ 

, The reader will have remarked with what a steady purpose, 
in how close a vice t>f logic, the main object and argument of 
the treatise is kept Eliot now examines his position. — “ And 
thus we sec from the several objects of desire, how little cause 
there is for that disturbance and impulsion.' Honor contains 
no reason, being rather an enemie than friend to that affection, 
flying and not following it. Beauty has as little, consisting 
but of vanity. Riches much less, that are but instruments of 
corruption. Also for fear, poverty, death, sickness, and the 
like, which have as small warrant and authority for that passion. 
Let us nov^ search what more there is in Pleasure, that coun- 
tf 3 
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terfeit of happinesse, and apply our laws to that. For, being 
4he most dangerous of our adversaries, it must the more cau<« 
tiously be dealt with.*' To the subject of pleasure, accordingly, 
Eliot reverts, with the intention of impressing more emphatically 
in that regard the duty of self-restraint. A vast number of 
authorities are brought to bear upon it, and Eliot takes occa* 
sion to express, the most exalted admiration of Homer. He 
calls him a “ prophet and a poet.'* He amtl’..es himself at the 
same time with notice^ of Lucian's comments upon Homer, 
and pursues at great length the analogy between the resist- 
ance of Ulysses to the Syrens, and a perfect self-restraint in man. 
He bound himself, he says, he restricted liis liberty. But 
wherewith was that done ? What were the obligations he in- 
curred ? How shall this come to us ? Most properly and most 
readily, if wo will endeavour but that means, if we will use 
the example of that worthy. The same safety is for us, which 
was then wrought to him, and tliat, that great prophet has de- 
livered, with all sincerity and fulness. You know he makes 
Vlysscs then on ship board. And that much experienced 
man, most curious of all knowledge, would needs add to that 
the musick of the Syrens, the perception of that excellence, 
thouglMiut trusting to himself for the resistance of their powers, 
in which both danger and destruction were implied. To avoid 
this, he feigns to he fastened to tlie mast ; his men, meanwhile, 
do intend their labours, having their senses stopped (vulgar ap- 
petites being not capable of such dainties). Now, as this mu- 
sick was but pleasure, those Syrens the occasion, so the virtue 
were the cords that did restrain and bind him, reason the mast 
to which he was so fastened, philosophy the ship in which he 
sailed and went ; — and in this ship, thus fastened to that mast, 
having had both the occasion and delight, he escap't the dangers 
threatned, and in that preserved the safety of his course. But 
what was that? the same that is our government, — the way 
to happiness and felicity !— this was his Ithaca, this was that 
course intended, and with these hclpes, notwithstanding all the 
difficulties, this he accomplished and performed ! Now is not 
this a plain direction unto us ? Is not our remedy, our de- 
liverance from tips danger, aptly expressed in thi# mirror and 
example? Our syrens are not more, their harmonies not 
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Stronger ; the same ship we have, with the same tackle ; the 
same ropes, the same mast, continue still. Cannot our course^ 
then, be the same? Is not the same safety yet before us? If 
we doubt that tackle will not hold us against those strong en- 
chantments, let us stop our senses, as Vlysses did with his 
men, and first avoid the occasions. Nothing is lov’d, not 
known. Let us, then, stint our curiosity bereii^ and the desire 
will leave us. S^uthowis that? how shall that work be done? 
Is it to shun all pleasure, all occasions % That cannot be, nor 
is it requisite to this. For virtue in the concrete is not absolute, 
nor to be so expected in our monarchy.’* 

All this is subtly and well expressed ; and its deep spirit 
of philosophy has further vent in the following remarkable 
passage : — ** We daily see it in experience, that those who 
have least affections are most violen4 (least, I mean, exten- 
sively, in respect of number, and the object) ; their passions 
being impetuous as contracted to tliat narrowness, and master- 
less in that. As Tacitus notes it in •Tiberius, who, being 
most reserved and hidden unto all men, to Sejanus yet was 
open and Incautious. So it is likewise unto others. The 
heart, being straightened by some objects, growes more violent 
in those passions; the affection does inlarge, as tlie scope 
thereof is lessened. Therefore we thus expose that precept of 
division. That pleasures may be a remission to the mind, not 
an intention — that we may taste, not swallow them — that 
the appetition may be obtemperate to reason, wherein only true 
pleasures doe consist.** 

Carrying out his plan of reverting to the more dangerous 
impediments in the way of man’s monarchy, Eliot now 
resumes the subject of sorrow ; — “ Sorrow,*’ he again insists, 

is a perfect enemy, standing in such antipatliy with happiness, 
that it is irreconcileable for our government. Therefore, to 
this also we must oppose all the resistance we have ; for this 
moves most violently against us; and, if it get possession of 
our hearts, if it once enter on that fort, all our happiness is 
gone ; our monarchy is subverted ! For it destroys the end, 
the felicity we look for, and then Uic means is uselesse. It 
dissolves it^ in the principle, and so bring^ it to confusion. 
For where sorrow is, no felicity can be, and a mind so affected 
^ M 4 
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can have no taste of happiness. To encounter it, therefore, as 
jihisicians do. diseases, we will first meet it in the cause ; for, 
if tliat can be removed, the effect forthwith will follow it. 
The object being gone, the affection must fall after it.** Eliot 
then points out, with renewed earnestness, the fallacy and 
folly of supposing, that things which assume at times the 
aspects of sorj'oiif^<‘|le in reality sorrowful. He argues the 
j[reat principle of the poet of nature, that ‘*:There 's a Provi- 
dence that shapes ou|} ends, rough-hew them how we will.*’ 
Above all, however, he impresses the virtue of opposing what- 
ever appears in sorrow*s shape. The exercise, he says, will be 
great, a discipline of humanity, and an invaluable example to 
others. For, are not soldiers sometimes heightened in their 
courage by the valour of their fellows ? Do not the valliant 
often receive new fortitude and spirits by the acts of magna^ 
nimitie of others ? Has not admiration, has not emulation, 
this effect, to work the likeness of that virtue which it has seen 
before it ? To reduce to act the image of that idea, which the 
apprehension has conceived, and, from the excellence of the 
pattern, to draw an antitype thereof. Wherefore were exhibited 
those bloody spectacles at Rome ^ those butcheries of men — 
those Ik'agic representations to the people — but to inure them 
to blood, to harden tliem ill dangers, to familiar them with 
death? And shall not better acts, to better ends directed, 
have the like power and operation ? Shall not divinity, by the 
works of divine men opposing their afflictions, have as great 
force in precedent and example, as these Romans had by that 
fighting with' beasts, or contesting one another, to harden, to 
encourage, the minds of the more virtuous, against all diffi- 
culties, all dangers ? ** 

Eliot, further, after remarking on Plato's noble commentary 
of the inscription on the Delphic oracle, yyuBt ffeavroy, urges 
this consideration : — It is required of man, that he should 
profit many. It is a common duty of mankind, as far as 
abih'ty may extend, still to do good to all, or, if not that, to 
some, as opportunity shall be granted him. Or, if he fail in 
that, yet to his neighbours, or at least unto himself. But here, 
here, in this act^pf passion and wrestling with calamities, ihere 
is advantage given for all. In this contestation of those things 
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we call miseries, there is a performance of all these. First, to 
thyself, thou'proAttest through the favor of the Gods, that giv# 
thee this instruction, this education, this trial, this knowledge 
of thyself, this confirmation of thy virtue. Then to thy neigh- 
bours, and all others, thou art profitable by thy precedent and 
example. Thy fortitude adds courage unto them, stout and 
valiant. How, then, — how, in this excelfiigice duty, in this 
great duty of advantage — of advantage to ourselves, of ad- 
vantage to our neighbours, of advanOage^into all — we should 
repine and sorrow, as *tis a prejudice to our happiness, it*s a 
wonder unto reason ! ** With much beauty, Eliot afterwards 
disposes of the last and best plea that would seem to remain 
for sorrow — a friend at the grave of his friend. ** Let me 
first ask this question of the sorrower. For whose sake that 
passion is assumed ? For his that is sS lost, or for thine own 
that lost him? Answer to this, and make a justification for 
thyself. If thou wilt say for his, where is the evil that he 
suffers ? Wherein lies the reason of that grief? Design it 
out ; give it some character to express it. Is it in that he is 
dead ? in that he has made a transition to the 'elders ? That 
cannot be ; for death contains no evil, as our fonner proofs 
have manifested; but is a priviledge of immortality, an Semity 
of happiness. Is it for that he is not ? that he is not numbered 
with the living ? That were to lament, but because he is not 
miserable. Thou canst not but acknowledge the distraction of 
thy fears, the anxiety of thy cares, the complexion of thy 
pleasures, the mixture of thy sorrows ! With all these, and 
upon all, no rest, no quiet, no tranquility, but a continual 
vexation of thy tlioughts, a servile agitation of thy mind from 
one passion to another ! And wilt thou grieve for him, that 
has his freedom, his immunity from these ? Oii the other side; 
is that sorrow for thyself, that thou hast lost a friend, — the 
sweetness, the benefit of his friendship — thy comfort in so- 
ciety the assistance of thy business — the sublevation of thy 
cares — the extenuation of thy griefs — the multiplication of 
thy joys — thy castle — thy counsel — thy sword — thy shield — 
thy store — thy health — thy eye — thy ear — thy taste — thy 
touch — thy smell — the catholxcox of thy h^)piness (for all 
these are attributes of friendship}? — consider, first, whether 
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friendship may not change, whether a breach and enmity may 
mot follow it, as not seldom happens in the most strict conjunc- 
tions, with which then no enmity may compare! Tlien 't were 
better thus to have lost it, tliat evil being prevented, and the 
obligation, the virtue, kept intire ! But, if that doubt prevails 
not ; if thou siipposest a perpetuity in that friendship, an assur- 
ance of that love ; is it not envy in thee, and unworthiness 
thereof, for these respects, those temporary b^efits to thyself, to 
grudge at lus happiness and felicity, which is infinite and celes- 
tial ? Justice may resolve how far this is from friendship, how 
unworthy of tliat name ! ’* This sorrowing, Eliot afterwards ob- 
serves, is variously applied. ** Marcellus wept when he had taken 
Syracuse; Alexander, to have no more worlds to conquer.’* 
Concluding with 'the phrase of the Ethicks, that to conquer 
what might be fanciedwreal calamities not only makes a man 
a conqueror, and wise, but equal, nay superior, to the Gods,” 
—Eliot, in a passage of great eloquence, banishes sorrow from 
his government. 

Having tlius disposed of tlic impediments to the monarchy 
of man — of the obstructing passions — Eliot now turns to the 
elevation of the monarchy itself, 'to the virtues by wliosc exercise 
and operation, condensed into two great purpose^, the structure 
is to be raised. “ Our next care must be how to obtain the 
virtue, how to possess the means, which must procure that 
end. And if that can be acquired, then is our felicity com- 
plete, tlien we have that perfection of our government, the 
summum bonum in philosophy, the bonum publicum in 
our policy, the true end and object of the monarchy of man. 
Two parts it has — action and contemplation. Of which the 
first divides itself into two branches, as the virtue agendo and 
dicendo, doing and saying, both which concur to action. 
By doing, is intended those travels and motions of the body 
that are necessary in the performance of those works which 
the duty and office of our callings require; — by saying, is 
meant that expression of the tongue, whereby the intelligence 
of the heart is made communicable to others, and the thoughts 
arc conveyed to the understanding of the hearers. In these 
two all actioi^does consist, and so that part of the virtue 
and perfection. Both these have a rule, iand level, and di- 
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rection, whidi we did touch before,* as the comon duty of 
mankind. In that duty their office is implied, which is thaf 
it be profitable to many. In the general good and benefit it 
must be extended, first to all, then, after, to ourselves.** 
Here Eliot interposes in a parenthesis this valuable re- 
minder : — “ For all right of office is destroyed by the inversion 
of this order. To reflect first upon ourselves, ^ur own par- 
ticular interests, Aid then upon the general, is the contrary 
of duty, the breach of office and relatifin. Therefore to the 
publick, both our words and actions must first move, without 
respect, without retraction, for our private. They must first 
intend the common good and benefit, and so descend by degrees 
unto ourselves. For as members are in bodies for the perfec- 
tion of the man, so men in bodies polliticke, as parts of these 
societies, and for the conservation of Ihe whole, and to that 
end their chief endeavour must incline.** Eliot then, w'ith a 
noble fervour, inculcating the practice of his own life, thus 
resumes : — ** Here some questions will arise ; — how far this 
shall engiige us ? what lattitude it imports ? what cautions and 
exceptions it admits? Difficulties may occur, and then involve 
us in anxieties, with troubles and perplexities disturbi^ our 
tranquilities, distracting the quietness we are in. Ana shall 
we forsake that sweetness? shall we neglect that fatness of 
our’pcace (as the fig and olive said of old) for the publick use 
and service ? for the profit and commodity of others ? Yes ! 
no difficulties may retard us, no troubles may divert us, no 
exception is admitted to this rule ! but where the greater good 
is extant, the duty and office there is absolute, without cau- 
tion, or respect. That greater good appearing, nothing may 
disswade us from the work — no respect of ease, no respect of 
pleasure, no respect^of the troubles we may meet, — but in 
performance of that duty, in accomplishment of that office, 
our troubles must seem pleasant, our labours must seem facile, 
all things easy, all things sweet therein ; — for the rule is, 
Offidum non fructum sequit to observe the duty, not the 
benefit, to seek that end which is propounded in the general, 
not to propound an end and reason of our own. But dangers 
may be incident ? it may betray our safeties, Olid expose our 
fortunes, expose our liberties, expose our lives, to hazard?—.' 
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and shall we, then, adventure upon these ? — shall Vc forsake 
T>ur safeties ? shall we incur those dangers, for foreign interests 
and respects, for that which concerns but others, which is 
foreign unto us? Yes, — this likewise we are bound to, our 
obligation lies in this. No danger, no hazard, may deter us. 
The duty and office stand intire.'* 

In this first division of materiel for Eliot's grand structure, 
the reader will recognise the old principle the ancients, in 
their separation of fne characteristics of wisdom. The one, 
which we have just seen described, comprehending the beginning 
and end of all things to be done, ij>p6pt(ris, prudentia ; the other, 
which Eliot is now about to subjoin, compassing the manner and 
ways conducing to those ends, <ro<J>ia, sapientia. “ The rest," 
he says, describing the latter, ‘‘ all, follow this, and are but ser- 
vants to this mistress,-^ several operations of this faculty having 
their appellations from their works. If wee would ask what 
fancy does intend, what is the signification of that nramc, the 
answer is, 'Tis wisdom, — the divine spirit, of the mind, that 
hunts out all intelligence. If we may enquire what memory 
does import, the same answer serves, 'T is wisdom, the infiuence 
of that faculty. For where the fancy cannot keep all things 
upon intention, memory is suggested for supply of thai 
defect, and so makes up the wisdom. If we would know 
what judgment does implie, the resolution is the same. 'Tis 
but an act of wisdom, the operation of that power. There- 
fore in this consists the perfection of all theoi^, the sum of 
all contemplation, and so that other part of virtue." Very 
beautiful is the passage that follows : — ** But how ma} this 
wisdom, then, be had ? Where may we seek and find it ? 
The answer is most obvious, — in tlie doctrines of philosophy. 
For philosophy is the introduction to this wisdom ; so both 
the word and reason do import ; for by the word is signified 
only a love of wisdom, a love of that wisdom which we speak 
of ; and that love will be accompanied with an endeavour to 
attain it, which is intended in the common sense and notion. 
For tiiat science of philosophy is but a guest of wisdom, the 
study of that excellence. And so Plato gives it in his gradations 
unto happiness. Philosophy is the first step he makes, as the 
desire of wisdom;— to which he adds the study, and contempla- 
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tinn to attain it From that study arid speculation he arises 
unto wisdom, from that wisdom unto happinesse. So tha^ 
philosophy is the principle. Wisdom does there begin, which 
has its end in happinesse, and happinesse in this order is the 
production of philosophy. In sum, all contemplation is 
but this, but this study of pliilosophy. If it ascend the 
heavens to view the glory of that beauty, pNilosophy does 
direct it. If it descend to measure* the centre of the earth, 
philosophy goc s with it. If it examme lAture and her secrets, 
'Philosophy must assist it. If it reflect on causes or effects, 
that turn is by philosophy. The contemplat* >n of all ends, 
all beginnings, all successes, is propounded by philosophy. 
So bat philosophy, in contemplation, is as prudence in the 
virtues the architect and chief workman, that gives motion 
and direction to the rest. Great is^hc excellence of phi- 
losophy, as it is chief in contemplation, and the accompaniment 
of that virtue. Greater much It is, as it is a principle to 
wisdom, and an instructor to the counsell. But beyond all 
comparison it is greatest, as it is the first degree to happinesse, 
as it leads on to tb-^t perfection of our government ’ No words 
can sufliciently expresse it, nor render a true figure of that 
worth. Being in contemplation, contemplation only nust con- 
ceive it ! ’* 

The question then occurs — Which of these gre^t divisions 
of the virtues is to be considered the highest and most 
perfect? — And Eliot answers it. As an exercise of the fa- 
c hies, in pure and single grandeur, he pronounces at once 
in f /our of philosophy, of contemplation ; but is careful to 
modify this immediately after, by pronouncing no wisdom 
complete without the active practices of virtue. Speaking on 
the first head, he urges the superior greatness of the contem- 
plative philosopher, in regard that his thoughts are fixed on 
the final intelligence : — And be that levels at that mark, 
though he come short, yet shoots higher than he that aims but 
at man. Besides, tliere is this advantage in it ; that nothing 
can be contracted from the president to prejudice or corrupt 
it, which lower examples may induce ; but much perfection 
may be added, by the elevation of the mind. As chemicks in 
the disquisition of the eliiar, though the wonder be not 



m 


BRITISH STATESMEK. 


found, yet have extrabted great varieties by] that labour, 
Wcellent demonstrations by that work. It is the way in part 
to resume the image wee have lost, for that was not an ouU 
ward figure, but a resemblance in virtue. If that similitude 
was laid in virtue, it cannot so aptly be repaired as by the 
imitation of the Deity, in whom the exactness of all virtue 
does remain. < This help philosophy does give us in the specu- 
lation of eternity ; — and likewise it derives tiyour present view 
and prospect the knowledge of all antiquity, in what their 
happiness consisted, what were the ingredients of that com- 
pound, and how it was lost at first, whence the judgement may 
resolve, what is true happinesse to us." On the second head, 
however, Eliot immediately subjoins : ^ « But if so, — if phi- 
losophy and contemplation have this fruit, — that these degrees 
of happinesse be in tKem, and so direct a way to happinesse 
itself, — how is it that we involve us in such toils, such 
anxieties and perplexities, to acquire it? It is a vanity, and 
folly, by such hard labour to effect, when a less trouble, a less 
travail, comes so near ? If philosophy and contemplation can 
procure it, — those sweet and gentle motions of the spult^^ 
what need tlie co-operations of the body, those actions and those 
passions, which virtue does require, and which so often force 
distraction, nay, destruction upon men ? Yet they are needful, 
for without virtue, true happinesse cannot be, and these com- 
pose the other half of virtuf. For contemplation and action 
make the whole. Virtue consists only in both, and in part 
there is no perfection. Therefore to contemplation, action 
also must be joined, to make a complcat virtue, and^by that 
virtue only true happinesse may be had.*' And, careful not 
to be misunderstood in what he had said before of the suprem- 
acy of contemplation, he adds (with an intimation that he will 
discuss the matter more fully in a future treatise — a project 
stopped by death ! ) that contemplation must be considered the 
chiefe, for contemplation is the beginning of all action, 
the principle of that motion : action but a derivative of .that, 
and no derivation can be equal to the primative, no second 
comparable with the first All actions are but the emanation 
of the will, and the will receives her instance from the ap- 
prehension of the mind. But still,** he adds, both must 
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be concurrent. Virtue is a composition of them both. Con* 
templatioD must prepare the matter of our happinesse, action* 
dispose, and order it'* 

Eliot’s great purpose now accomplished, he closes his la- 
bours with an exalted eulogy on |he Independence and Su- 
periority of the Mind. I present it to die reader entire. It 
is worthy to have closed a work of such nobility ih conception, 
and power in exeJution. 

This makes up that perfection of our Monarchy ^ that hap- 
pinesse of tlic mind, which, being founded upon these grounds, 
built upon these foundations, no power or greatness can im- 
peach. Such is tlic state and majesty, that nothing can ap- 
proach it, butsby the admission of these servants; such is the 
safety and security, that nothing can violate or touch it, but by 
these instruments and organs ; such is tfie power and dignity, 
that all things must obey it. All things are subject to the 
mind, which, in this temper, is tfte commander of them all. 
No resistance is against it. It breaks through the orbes and 
immense circles of the heavens, and penetrates down to the 
centre of tlie earth ! It opens the fountains of antiquity, and 
runs down the streams of time, below the period of all seasons 1 
It dives into the dark counsels of eternity, and into the abstruse 
secrets of nature ! It unlocks all places, and all occasions are 
alike obvious to it ! It does observe those subtil passages in the 
air, and the unknown paths, and trices, in the deeps ! There 
is that great power of operation in the mind, that quickness and 
velocity of motion, — that in an instant it does passe from ex- 
tremity to extremity, from the lowest to the highest, from the 
extremest point of the west, to tlie horoscope and ascendant in 
the east. It measures in one thought the whole circumference 
of heaven, and by the same line it takes the geography of the 
earth. The air, the fire, all things of either, are within the 
comprehension of the mind. It has an influence on them all, 
whence it takes all that may be useful, and that may be help- 
ful in its government. No limitation is prescribed it, no re- 
striction is upon it, but in a free scope it has liberty upon all. 
And in this liberty is the excellence of the mind,— in this power 
and composition of the mind, is tlie perfection of^e man,— in 
that perfection is the happinesse wee look for,— when in all 
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sovereignty it reigns, cofOanding, not commanded,-— when at 
liome, the subjects are subject and obedient, not refractory and 
factious, — when abroad, they are as servants, serviceable and in 
readiness, without hesitation or reluctance, — when to the resolu- 
tions of the counsell, to tht digests of the laws, the actions and 
affections are inclined — this is that summum bonum, and 
chicfie good, Which in this state and condition is obtain’d ! The 
mind for this has that transcendence given itf that man, though 
otherwise the weakest might be the strongest and most excel- 
lent of all creatures. In that only is the excellence we have, 
and thereby are we made superior to the rest. For in the habits 
of the body, in all the faculties thereof, man is not comparable 
to others, in sense and motion far inferior to*many. The 
ancients suppose it the indiscre^on of Epimetheus, having the 
first distribution of thf qualities, to leave us so defective, when 
to the rest he gave an excellence in their kinds. As swiftness 
and agility to some, strength and fortitude to others ; and whom 
he found weakest, these he made most nimble, as in the fowls 
and others it is seen ; and whom he found most slow, to these 
he gave most strength, as bulls and elephants do expresse it ; 
and so all others in their kinds have some singularity and ex- 
cellence, wherein there is a compensation for all wants ; some 
being armed offensively and defensive, and in that having a 
provisional security. But man only he left naked, more un- 
furnished than the rest : in him there was neither strength nor 
agility, to preserve him from the danger of his enemies — mul- 
titudes exceeding him in either, many in both — to whom he 
stood obnoxious ahd exposed, having no resistance, no avoid- 
ance for their furies ! But in this case and necessity, to relieve 
him upon this oversight and improvidence of Epimetheus, 
Prometheus, that wise statesman, whom Pandora could not 
cozen, having the present apprehension of the danger by his 
quick judgement and intelligence, secretly passes into heaven, 
steals out a fire from thence, infuses it into man, by that in- 
flames his mind with a divine spirit and wisdom, and therein 
gives him a full supply for all ! For all the excellence of the 
creatures he had a far more excellence in this. 'This one was 
for them all. a No strength nor agility could match it. All 
motions and abilities came short of this perfection. The most 
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choice armes of nature, haue their superlative in its arts. All 
the arts of Vulcan and Minerva have their comparative herein.* 
In this divine fire and spirit, this supernatural influence of the 
mind, all excellence organical is surpast; it is the traiiscendant 
of them all ; nothing can come to maSch it ; nothing can impeach 
it ; but man therein is an absolute master of himself ; his own 
safety and tranquility by God (for so we must 4‘emember the 
Ethicks did exprftsc it) are made dependant on himself. And 
in that self-dependance, in the neglect df others, in the entire 
rule and dominion of himself, the affections being composed, 
the actions so directed, is the perfection of our government, 
that summum bonum in philosophy, the bonum publicum in 
our policy, the true end and object of this Monarchy of 
Man.** 


VOL. II. 
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THOMAS WENTWORTH, EARL OF 
STRAFFORD. 

1593— 1641. 


Thomas. Wentworth was born on the 13th of April, 
1593, in Chancery-lane, at the house of his mother’s 
father, Mr. Robert Atkinson, a bencher of Lincoln's Inn.* 
He was the eldest of twelve children, and the heir of 
an estate, which* descended to him through a long 
train of ancestors, who had matched with many heir- 
esses of the best families in the North, worth at that 
time 60001 a year.”- His father, sir William Went- 
worth, continued to hold a manor which his ancestors 
had held from the time of the Conquest downwards.-^ 
The youth of Wentworth was passed, and his mind 
received its earliest and strongest impressions, in the 
midst of the aristocratic influences. And he was by no 
means taught to disregard them. He must have con- 
sidered the various ramifications of the family pedigree 
with a very early pride and zeal, to have been so 
well prepared, on his sudden elevation to the peerage, 
with the formidable list of progenitors that were cited 
in his patent. It was there set forth, among other 
grand and notable things, that he was lineally descended 
from John of Gaunt, and from the ancient barons of 
Newmark, Oversley, and so forth ; and that his an- 
cestors, either by father or mother, had matched with 
divers houses of honour ; as with Maud countess of 


* ItadcIifTe's “ Essay towards the Life of my Lord Straffbnie,” published 
M an appendix to “ The EaiiL of Strafpordg's LarrERS and Dis- 
PATCH P.8,” ^ vols. folia Dublin edit. 1740 l voI. ii. p. 4129. Biographia 
Britaniiica, vol. vii. p. 4172. 
s Knowler’s Qcdication to the Letters. 

s An arcomt of the Wentworths will be found in Collins ; and see 
Thor«sby*s Ducatus Leodiensis. 
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Cambridge, daughter to the lord Clifford of Weslmore- ^ 
landj with Margaret, daughter and heir to the lord 
Philip de Spencer ; the lords D'Arcy of the North ; 
Latimer, Talboys, Ogle; Ferrers earl of Digby; Quincy 
earl of Winchester; Beaumont Arlof Leicester; Grant- 
mesnil baron of Hincley and lord high steward of Eng- 
land ; Peveril carl of Nottingham ; Leofric earl of 
Mercia; and Margaret duchess of Somerset, grandmother 
of Henry VII. • It was from the ^igh conventional 
ground of such proud recollections, that Thomas Went- 
worth looked forward to the future. 

Little account of his early education has been pre- 
served, but he afterwards proved that no accomplish- 
ment suited to rank and lofty expectations had been 
omitted, and it is characteristic of*the Encouragement 
given by his father to his arii^tocratic tendencies, that 
the college selected for the completion of his studies 
should have been that which was founded by the illus- 
trious grandmother of Henry VI L, whom he claimed 
as one of his ancestors. He was sent to St. John’s 
college, Cambridge.^ Here he soon gave evidence of 
the powers of a fine intellect, and of that not ungenerous 
warmth of disposition which is lavish of gratitude and 
favour in return for personal service. He met with a 
tutor, Mr. Greenwood, whose useful attentions to him 
at this time were secured for the future by a prompt 
appreciation of their value ; he availed himself of them 
through his after life, and never at any time failed, 
faithfully, and even affectionately, to remember and 
reward them.*^ 1 may add, in further proof of this 
characteristic quality, that we find him shortly after 
profiting by the active service of a person named Rad- 
cliffe"^, connected with his family by some claims of 

' » Collins* Peerage of England, vol. it pp. 20, 21. 

3 Radi'lift'e'ti Essay. 

3 I shall have olher occasions to allude to this. It may be worth while 
to add, that Greenwood was himself a man of anciei t family, and not 
likely, on that account, to prove less suitable to Wentworth. See Biog. 
Brit. vol. vii. p 4173. note C. 

4 Strafford Papers, vol. i. ix 9 . 
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clanship^ and that, from this time, Radcliffe never left 
his side. He had been found useful. 

Wentworth left his college while yet very young ; 
he cannot have been more than eighteen. But he had 
received benefits from*'his residence there, and he did 
not fail to exhibit his recollection of these also, when 
the power a'nd opportunity arose.* Not that it required, 
in this particular case, the circumstance of service ren- 
dered, to elicit entworth’s return. The -memory of 
his proudly recollected ancestress was abundantly suf- 
ficient to have called it forth ; being,” as he himself, 
shortly after this, writes to one of his country neigh- 
bours, I must confess, in my own nature, a great 
lover and conserver of hereditary good wills, such as 
have been antongs? our nearest friends.’* ^ When a 
hereditary good will happened to be associated with one 
of his greatest ancestral glories, it ran little chance of 
being lessened or lost. 

The next circumstance I trace in the scanty me- 
morials of this portion of his history, is his acquisition 
of tjte honour of knighthood.*^ This title was then to 
be purchased at a reasonable rate of money ; doubtless 
Wentworth so purchased it ; and the fact may be taken, 
along with the evidences I have already named, in 


' Strafford Papers, vol. i. pp 125. 189.; ii. p. 390. I may allude to this 
again. On hi.s promotion to tho earldom, t\^o years bofore bis dc>ith, he 
acknowledged, iii warm jilirasc, the congratulations of the pro o.st and 
fellows of his old college:—'* After my very hearty commendations, so 
mindful 1 am of t)u> atu’iciit favouis I rcTeived in that .society of St. John's, 
W'hdst I was a student there, and so sensible of your present civility towards 
me, as 1 may not upon this invitation pass by either of them unacKnow. 
leilgcd. And therefore oo hereby very heartily thank you for renewing to 
me the sense of the one, and affording me the favour of thp other. And 
in both these regardx shall be very apprehensive of any occasions, wherein 
1 may do any good ofiices either towards that house or yourselves, the 
provost and fellows thereof.” 

2 Strafford Papers, vol. i. p. 25, 

3 The writer in the Biog. Brit, afid Mr. Mac-Diarmid, assign a later 
period to this, but without authority. Radcliffc disriiictly, in his F-ssay, 
names the year 1611 ; and there is extant a letter of sir Peter Frecheville’s 
to Wentworth's father, sir William Wentworth, dated in this year, which 
commences thus :— ** I do unfeigned])^ congratulate the honourable fortunes 
of my cousin, your eldest son ; ” — in reference, as must be supposed, to 
the youth's new title. While on this subject I may add, that Mr. Mac* 
Diarinid has altffr fallen into error in attributing certain praises (vol. i. p. 1, 
of the Strafford Papers) to Thomas Wentworth : — they distinctly relate to 
hie brother William, then educating for the bar. 
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further corroboration of the devel<Tpinent of the aristo- 
cratic principle. Though still extremely young, this* 
remarkable person had been left to all the independence 
of mature manhood ; was treated with 
father ; and even now, having not yet 
eenth year, aspired to the hand of Frances, eldest 
daughter of the earl of Cumberland, whom# he married 
before the close t)f l6‘ll.* If it has seemed strange to 
the reader, that the immediate succissor to an ancient 
baronetcy should have sought to feed his love of rank 
by the purchase of a paltry knighthood, here is the 
probable reason that influenced him. A title of any 
sort matched him more fittingly with a lady of title. 
Immediately after his marriage, in November, l6l 1, he 
went into France. IMr. Greenw'oo^l, his former tutor, 
joined him there, and remained with him.- 

Strange events at that mornent shook the kingdom 
of France. Henry IV. assassinated, the parliament 
invaded and beset, JMarie de’ Medicis regent, Sully 
disgraced, Concini in favour ! These things sunk deep 
into the mind of Wentworth. II put faire des lors,” 
exclaims the comte de Lally-Tolendal, de proff>ndes 
reflexions sur les horreurs <lu fanatisme, sur les abiis 
du |K)uvoir, sur le malheur d*un pays depourvu de ces 
loix fixes, qui, dans limpossibilite d'anneantir les pas- 
sions humaines, les balancent du moins Tune par Tautre, 
et les forcent par leur propre interet a servir, meme en 
depit d’elles, Tinterct general.”*^ Without adopting 
M. de Lally-Tolendal*s exact construction, it is certain 
that the events I have named, occurring as it were in 
the immediate presence of Wentworth ■*, were not cal- 


deferen^ by his 
passed his eight. 


* RaddiflTe’s Kssay. Rdd. 

^ Tluh IS the only remark with any pretension to originality I have been 
able to find tlirough the course of a long “ Essai sur la Vic de T Went- 
worth, Comte de Straflbrd,” which the comte do Lully- 'J'oicndal (pene- 
trated with profound disgust at the patriotic party in England, and with 
the striking resemblance between Strafford’s fate and that of his own 
unfortunate father) undertook to write for the instruction of his country, 
men. He perpetrated a very ridiculous tragedy on the same suViject. 

* He does not au{>ear to have visited France only, at Uiis period, as has 
been supposed, lie went on to Venice, where he formeira friendship with 
sir Henry Wuttoii. We find him afterwards, in his correspondence, con. 

N 3 
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Ciliated to weaken bis impressions in favour of strict 
• establishment, and in scorn of popular regards. The 
image of a Ravillac, indeed, haunted his after life ! ^ 

Meanwhile events, in themselves not so startling and 
painful as these, but net the less ominous of a stormy 
Kiture, were occurring in England. In the biography 
of Eliot 1 confined myself strictly to an explanation of 
the circumstances of general history hnder which he 
entered his first parliament: 1 must now retrace my 
steps. 

James I. had many reasons to be weary of his own 
kingdom, when the death of Elizabeth seated him on 
the English throne. He came to this country in an 
ecstasy of infinite relief. Visions of levelling clergy and 
factious nobles had vanished from his aching sight. In 
hopeful conceit he turned to his Scotch followers, and 
remarked, they had at last arrived in the land of pro- 
mise. 

His first interviews with his English counsellors were 
no less satisfactory. Do I mak the judges ? do I 
mak the bishops.^” he exclaimed, as they pointed out 
to hi$ delighted attention the powers of his new do- 
minion — then, Godis wauns ! I mak what likes me 
law and Gospel.” There is enough of shrewdness in 
this remark to express James’s character in that respect. 
He was not an absolute fool, and little more can be said 
of him. It is a pity he was not, since he was deficient 
in much wisdom. It is tlie little redeeming leaven 
which proves troublesome and mischievous ; the very 
wise or the very foolish do little harm. His learn- 
ing,” such as it was — though not open to the serious 
censure which is provoked by bis preposterous vanity 
in the matter of kingcraft,” his disgraceful love of 
personal ease, and his indecent and shameless fondness 
for personal favourites — never furnished him with one 

trastin^ to his friend the ambassador, "these cold and sluggish climates," 
with " the more sublirnated air of Itoly.**— vol. i. p. 5. Wotton 
continued his ardvit friend and admirer. 

* His letters afford very frequent evidence of this. 
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useful thought, or a suggestion practical benefit.^ 
He wrote mystical definitions of the prerogative^ and< 
polite Counterblasts to Tobacco;** issued forth dam. 
nation to the deniers of witchcraft-, and poured out the 
wraths of the Apocalypse upot^ popery ; but whenever 
an obvious or judicious truth seemed likely to fall in his 
way, his pen infallibly waddled off from ^t. He ex- 
pounded the L!ltin of the fathers at Hampton Court 
but avoided the very plain and iatelligible Latin of 
Fortescue. 

Not so the great men, his opponents, who were now 
preparing for a constitutional struggle, of which Europe 
had as yet given no example. At the close of Eliza- 
beth’s reign they had risen to a formidable party, they 
had wrung concessions even fromeher splendid despot- 

1 Bacon's opinion has been urged against this, as evidence 'of genuine 
praise or of the basest sycophancy. Ite dedicated his greatest work, the 

Advancement of Learning,” to James. It is worth while, however, to 
quote tlic exact words of this dedication. They are very curious. If they 
were meant seriously, never was so much flattery ingeniously mixed up 
with so much truth. They savour much more of irony. “ 1 am well 
assured,” writes Bacon, ** that this which I shall say is no amphflea. 
tion at all, but a jHisitive and measuretl truth ; which is, that theic hath 
not been, since Christ’s time, any king or temporal monarch, which hath 
been so learned in all literature and erudition, divine and hiimiyp. For 
let a man seriously and diligently revolve and lionise the succession of 
the emperors of Koine, of which Caisar the dictator, who lived some years 
before Christ, and Marcus Antoninus, were the best learned ; and so 
descend to the emperors of Graicia, or of the West, and then to the lines of 
France, Spain, Lnglarul, Scotland, and the rest; and he shall find his 
judgment is truly made. Fur it seemeth much in a kmgy if by the com- 
pemUous ea tractions of other men's wits and labour , he can take hold of any 
superficial ornaments and shows of learnings or if he amntenance and 
prejer learning and learned men : bvf to di ink indeed of the true fountain 
qf learning, nay, to ham' such a Jountnin of learning in himself t in a 
king, and in a king born, is almost a miiacle." This makes nut too for. 
midable an exception to be quite comphinciitary, and perhaps James’s 
irreverent joke alKiut the hook itself was not iiiiconiiected with us dedi. 
cation ** It is like the peace of God,” he said, '* it passeth all under, 
standing ! ” It was a fair retort upon the sycophancy of James's more 
profligate flatterers, when Henry IV. of France admitt^ that he might be 
“ Solomon — the son qf I)auid.'' 

3 See the preface to his ” Daemonologie.” 

3 An extraordinary account of the indecent conduct of James at this 
conference is given by Uarriiigton, an eye-witness (Nugas Antique, 
vol. i. p 181.) and is worth referring to. Barlow, a partial observer of the 
king and bishops, gives a long account of the discussion in his Phcenix 
Britannicus, p. 14ii. et seq. etlit 1707. See also Winwood’.^ Memorials, 
pi 13. Janies and his eighU'en abject bishops boasted that they had 
thoroughly beaten their four puritan adversaries; and beat them, it must 
be confessed, they did, with the rudest and most atrocidiis insults ; certainly 
not with learning. In the latter respect, Dr. Keynolds, the puritan leader, 
had the advantage of iierhaps any other man in EnglaAd. See Uallam’s 
Const. Hist. vol. i. p. 40SL 

N 4 
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ism, and won for themselves the courteous title of 
mutineers/' * They soon found that they had little 
to fear from her successor. He had no personal claims 
on their respect no dignity to fence in royalty. They 
buckled on the armour 9f their privileges, and awaited 
his ludicrous^ attacks without respect and without fear.^ 
James soqp commenced them, and with a hand doubly 
defenceless. He had impoverished his^urown, by con- 
ferring its estates ^n his needy foDowers ; he had de- 
prived it of the sympathy and support of the wealthier 
barons, in disgusting them with his indiijeriminate 
peerage creations.^ From this feeble hand, and a head 

' * Sloane MSS. 416fi. Letter of Sir E. Hoby to Sir T. Edtnondji, dated 
Feb 12, UiO.'i. See alfio Hallam’s Constitutional Hist \ol. i. i> lOl. A 
curious tract in the Sloane MSS. 827. confirms the loss of Klizabcth’s 
tmpiilarity, and states its cav-'C, in a short history of the queen's death, and 
the new king’s accession. See, too, the proceed ings in the case of Peter 
Wentworth (a Cornish Wentworth), Pari. Hist. vol. iv. p, 186. et t^cq. 
The name of Wentworth tills up more titan one illustrious era of the 
English history. 

2 The news of the progress of his journey from Scotland had travelled 
before him ! “ By the time he reachetl Lmdon,” says C.irte, a Inend of 
the Stuarts, ** the admiration of the Intelligeat world was turned into eon- 
tempt.” 'J’ho reader will find good reason for this in Harrington’s Nuga; 
Antiquic, vol. i. p. 180. j Wilson, in Kennct, vol. ii, p. 667 ; Neal, p. 4()S, 
quarto edit, ; Fuller, part ii p 22 ; Hallain, vol. i. pp. 402, 40.‘3. Nor is it 
likely Uiat this contempt should have been diiTiinished by Ins personal 
aspect, which Weldon (quoting Balfour) has described, and .Saunderson 
(in s Aulieus Coqiiinaria* — an answer to Weldoirs book) has not dared to 
contrail i-’t “ Ho was of a middle stature,” says Balfour, “ more corpulent 
throghe his clothes then in his ImkIv, zet fatt enouch ; hi» clothes euer 
being nia»le large and eatie, the doubletts quilted for stolctto proofe ; his 
breeches in grate pleits and full stiitfed : he was naturally of a timorous 
dispo-sitione, which was the gratest reasone of Ins quilted doubletts : his 
eye large, eiicr roulling alter aney stranger cam in Ins picscnce ; insomuch 
as mancy for shame have left the rooinc, as being out of countenance ; his 
beard was werey thin ; his toting too large for his mouthe, vich oner made 
him speake full in the mouthe. and made him drinke werey uncomclie, as 
if eatting Ins drinke, wicli cam out into the cupc in cache syiic of his 
mouthe; his skin vas as solto as talla sarsnot ; wich felt so becatissc he 
fieuer waslit his hands, onlie rubbed his fingerb* ends slightly vith the velt 
end of a napkin. His legs wer verey wcakc* ; having had, as was thought, 
some foule play in his youthe ; or rather, befur he was borne ; that he was 
not able to stand at seuin zeires of age ; that wcakncs made him euer 
leaning on other men’s shoulders.”—** His walk,” subjoins Wilson, ** was 
eyoi circular.” The satirical hrancis 0.sbornc has certainly completed this 
picture : — ** I shall leave him dressed for pohtcrity, ’ says that writer, “ in 
the color 1 saw him in, the next progress after his inauguration ; which 
was as green as the grass he trod on; with a feather in his cap, and a horn, 
’ instead of a sword, by his side. How suitable to his age, calling, or {lerson, 
I leave others to judge from his pictures.” — Trad. Mem. e. xvii. 

An ominous hint of relative advantage may be quoted from the Jour, 
nals, vol i. p. That a people may be without a king, a king cannot 

be without a people.” 

* Si'G Bolingbrakc on the History of England, pp 237, 238. Harris’s 
Life of James, pp 69. 71. “ A pasquil,” says Wilson, “ was pasted up at 


EARL OF Stil AFFORD. 


185 


stufTed with notions of his royal ^ divinity,” he issued 
the first of his proclamations for the assembling of par.* 
liament. It contained a deadly attack on the privileges 
of the house of commons, in an attempt to regulate 
the parliamentary elections. This was rj^ented, and 
defeated, and so the fight began.i 

The popular party proclaimed their intentions at 
once, with bolcfness, and in explicit language. They 
warned the king of his imprudence f they spoke of the 
dissolute and abandoned character of his court expenses. 
They did not refuse to assist his wants, but they main- 
tained that every offer of money on their part should 
be met with corresponding offers of concession on the 
part of the crown. They brought forward a catalogue 
of grievances in the practice of th? ecclesiastical courts, 
in the administration of civil iusticc, and in the conduct 
of the various departments of the government. For these 
they demanded redress.’-^ Artifice and intrigue were the 
first answers they received, and a prorogation the last. 

James had now sufficient warning, but, nevertheless, 
plunged blnsteringly forward. With no clear hereditary 
right to the crown’’, he flouted his only safe pretension 
— the consent and authority of the people. With no 
personal qualities to command respect, he proclaimed 
himself a lieutenant and vicegerent of God,” and, as 
such, adorned and furnished with sparkles of di- 


St. Paul’s, wherein was pretended an art to help weak memories to a com. 
petent knowledge of the names of the nobility,” — p. 7. 

^ See C’cinmons’ JoiirnaN, p. 147. rt .v/'y. llJfi. ; Carte, vol. iii. p 730. ; 
Winwood’s lVlemonal.s, vol ii ji. IS. ; Boluigbroke’s Remarks, p. ii50. 
Hume observes that ** the faeility with which he departed from this pre- 
tension IS a proof that his meaning was innoccni.” (vol. v. p. 12.) Fear, 
his saving characteristic, is the more obvious solution. 

* They triotl to get the upper house to join them in these complaints, 
but vainly. 'I’heir lordships refused. See Somers Tracts, vol. ii. p. 14. ; 
Commons’ Journals, pp. J9i> 2.>5. 2.‘18. For the principal grievances, see 
Journals, pp. llX) 215 251 Ac.; Hallam's Court Hist. vol. i. pp. 412. 415. } 
and Lingard’s History, vol. vi. pp. 23. 27. 88—9.3 quarto edit. 

3 Mr. Hallam has admirably and fully discussed this point. Const Hist, 
pp. 392--4()(). I have no doubt the king was able to feel his want of clear 
pretensions acutely ; but his blundering shrewdness taught him no better 
mode of coneoal'iig it, than by magnifying the inherent rights of primo- 
genitary succession, as something indefeasible by the legislature. We 
find him frequently, with much testiness, reminding thr^commons — **you 
all know, I came from the loins of your ancient kings” — a sure proof that 
he feared they did not know it See Pari. Hist vol. v. p. 192. 
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vinity.*' In total ignorance of the nature and powers of 
"government, nothing could shake his vain conceit of the 
awe to be inspired by his regal wisdom. The commons, 
however, left no point of their claims unasserted or un- 
certain ; they reserved ho arcana imperii," after the 
king's fashion. They drew up in committee a “ Satis- 
faction” of Aieir proceedings, for the perusal of James, 
who makes an evident allusion to it in a letter of the 
timeJ It is vain fb say, after reading such documents 
as this, that liberty, a discrimination of the powers and 
objects of government, was then only struggling to the 
light, or had achieved no distinct form and pretension. 
It was already deep in the hearts and in the understand- 
ings of men. Wliat cause," they eloquently said, ** we 
your poor commons have, to watch over their privileges, 
is evident in itself to all men. The prerogatives of 
princes may easily, and do daily, grow. The privileges 
of the subject are, for the most part, at an everlasting 
stand. They may be, by good providence and care, 
preserved ; but being once lost, are not recovered but 
with much disquiet." 

Another session succeeded, and the same scenes were 
again enacted, with the same results. In vain were 
monopolies cried down, and the merchants lifted their 
voices unavailingly against the inglorious peace with 
Spain. After this prorogation, James's obstinacy held 
out for upwards of two years, when want of money 
overcame it. 

> This remarkable pa|K>r will be found at length in Petyt*s Jus Parlia- 
ment ch. x. p. i!27 . ; and is extracted into Mr. Hatsell's first vol. of Pre- 
cedents, Appendix, No. 1. Hatsell states, that it was not entered on the 
Journals I'hii. is partly a mistake, for at p 243. the first paragraph will 
be found. Itapin alludes to it; and Mr. Hallam has madever> spirited 
use of It (vol I. p. 418.), though he seems to labour under misappfelieiision 
in staling that Hume was ignorant of its existence. Hume, on the con- 
trary, makes special allusion to it (vol v. p. 15 ) ; quotes a i>aseage from 
it ; speaks of it as drawn up “ with great force of reasoning, and spirit of 
Jiberiy ; *’ attributes it to Bacon and Sandys j and inclines to think that it 
bad not been presented to the monarch by the house. The last supposition 
18 certainly incorrect; and Mr. Hallam produces a letter which ap;>cars to 
indicate the feelings with which the king regarded it (vol. i. p. 419.). 
About this time, B may be added, mention is made in the Journals, Uiat 
ftwh scats were r^iuired for the extraordinary attendance of membem. — 
p. 141. 
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The session of l6l0 was a most distinguished one> 
and called the unjust prerogative to a rigorous reckon^ 
ing. James had most illegally^ in the face of two great 
charters^ and twelve other parliamentary enactments^ 
imposed certain duties on imperts and exports. Bates^ 
a Turkey merchant, refused payment of one on cur- 
rants, and carried his case into the exchequer. ^ The 
judges there ^^3fused him justice, in terms more dis- 
graceful and subversive of liberty, athan even the ini- 
quitous decision. Against this^ and in no measured 
terms, the commons now protested. Lawyers, more 
learned than the judges, exposed, in masterly reasoning, 
the ignorance and corruption of barons Fleming and 
Clark. Sir Francis Bacon appealed, with all his elo- 
quence to the reverence of past ages, and the possession 
of the present ; but Hakewill proved 2, in an argument 
of memorable clearness and* vast knowledge, that the 
only instances adduced were on forbidden articles, and 
therefore false as precedents ; and Bacon appealed in 
vain. Still more vain was the rage of the monarch, 
who hastened to the house to lay his arrogant commands 
upon them. He told them, after a comparison Avour- 
ing of blasphemy, that it was seditious in subjects to 
dispute what a king may do in the height of his power.*' 
They answered in a remonstrance of great strength and 
spirit, and of much learning.^ After producing a host 
of precedents, they passed a bill against impositions ; 

* A very learned preface to the report of the case of Bates in the State 
Trials, comprising the entire argument on the question, has been written 
by Mr. tlarKravc Coke, in his 2d Inrt. p. 57., proves the illegality of the 
decl^ion ; though, in his Reports (p. 12.}, he had inclined to its favour, on 
other grounds than thobC stated by the judges. See also Birch’s Negoli. 
ations, and an eloquent and very learned note on the subject of impositions, 
in Mr. Amos’s Fortescue, pp. 28 — 31. 142, 14:1. I cannot leave the latter 
work without adding, that various and extensive as is the learning dis- 
played in it, it is for those unlv to appreciate Mr. Amos’s profound ac. 
quaintance with constitutional law and history, who, like myself, have 
to acknowledge, with the deepest gratitude, information pcr;>oiially com. 
municati'd. 

3 See his speech. State Trials, vol. iL p. 407. Mr. Hallam’s statement 
of the discussion is interesting, vol. i. p. 433-.4S8. 

3 It is worth referring to this .speech, as given in King James’s Works, 
pp. 520- .031. The discontent it provoked will be found by referring to 
Witiwood’s Memorials, vol iii. p. 115 , ; Commons' Journals, p. 430. ; and 
Mias Aikin’s James, vol. i. p. 350. ^ 

* It will be found at length at Somers’ Tracts, vol. ii. p. 159. 
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but, to use Hume's phrase, the house of lords, as is 
ihual, defended the barriers of the throne," and threw 
out the bill.^ 

I may allude a little further to the proceedings of 
this distinguished session, since they illustrate forcibly. 
, the exact relative positions of the crown and parliament 
at the period of Wentworth’s return. 

Unwearied in exertion, the house of ^;ommons now 
fastened on a work that bad been published by Dr. 
Cowell, one of the party of civilians encouraged against 
the common lawyers, and which contained most mon- 
strous doctrines on the subject of kingly power.- They 
compelled James to suppress the book. The wily Cecil 
had striven to effect a compromise with them, by the 
proposition of a larg^ yearly revenue to the crown, in 
return for which he promised that the liberality of the 
sovereign in the matter ol* grievances should be com- 
mensurate. He had entreated, however, without success, 
that the subsidies should have priority : the commons 
were resolute in enforcing the condition before yielding 
the grant. The fate of their impositions’ bill had in- 
structefl them. Cecil now pressed again for the sub- 
sidies' ; they ])ersisted in the further entertainment of 
grievances. They complained of the ecclesiastical high 
commission court, and its disregard of the common law; 
they protested against the recent system of substituting 
proclamations for laws ; they sought redress for the 
delays of the courts in granting writs of prohibition and 
habeas corpus ; they questioned the right of the council 
of Wales to exclude from the privileges of the common 
law four ancient English counties ; they remonstrated 


* Iliime, referring to this measure, observes : — A spirit of liberty had 
now taken posNcssion of the house. The leading memhtTS, being men of 
independent genius and large views, began to regulate their opinions more 
oy the future cpnse<iueMceg which they foresaw, than by former precedents 
which were laid before them; and they less aspired at maintaining the 
*'*^**” ®**t“Wishing a new one, and a freer, and a 
However true this may be in reference to future 
proewdings, it is certainly incorrect as applied to the present. 

Hetociion, vol. i, p 50 . edit. ICM. These passages 
it is now considered a useful book. See 
Hume’s admirable note, vol. v. p, 37 . 
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against patents of monopolies^ aflnd a late most unjust 
tax upon victuallers ; but, above all, they strove to 
exonerate the country from the feudal burthens.^ They 
did not dispute that these in right belonged to the 
crown ; but they negotiated fof their abolition ; for they 
never then insisted on a right, except with proofs and 
precedents in their hands foi^laiming it asirsuch. In that 
particular sta^e of the contest, the necessity and justice 
of such caution is apparent, and«aforms an important 
feature of their struggles. 

The negotiation now commenced. James did not 
care to abolish purveyance which was sought for ; 
but with that was coupled a demand for the exchange 
of every other kind of tenure inj^ that of free and 
common socage.** “ What !’* said James, reduce all 
my subjects, noble and base, rich and poor, to hold 
their lands in the same ignolblc manner ? The indig- 
nant father of his people" would not listen to it ; and, 
after some delay, a compromise was struck. The tenure 
by knight service was retained ; but its most lucrative 
and oppressive incidents, such as relief, premier seisin, 
and wardship, were surrendered, along with purveyance. 
Still the commons delayed ; for Cecil’s deinanjls were 
exorbitant. They resolved to pause some short time 
longer, that they might ascertain the best mode of levy- 
ing so large a sum with the least distress to the nation. 
The session had already been protracted far into sum- 
mer ; a subsidy was granted for imnfbdiate wants ; and 
a prorogation took place. 

The loss of the Journals of the ensuing session renders 
it difficult to follow their proceedings. It is certain, 
however, from other sources, that the events of the 
interim had resolved the leaders of the house on aban- 
doning the terms proposed. They saw no signs of greater 
justice at the outports, or in the proclamations, or in the 

1 See the Pari. Hist toI. t. pp. 295—245. Also, the Commons' Journals 
for 1610 Wmwood, vol. iii. p. 119. 

a An admirable note on purveyance will be found in^ Amos’s Fortescue, 
pp. 134, 135. 

3 Pari. Hist voL v. p. 229. e/ seq. 
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ecclesiastical courts. *The most important of their pe* 
(itions on particular grievances had been refused^ and 
now, when they sent one up to the throne for the al- 
lowing prisoners on a capital charge to bring witnesses 
in their own defence, th& king protested to them, that 
in his conscience he coiild not grant such an indulgence. 

It would eacourage and^ multiply forgery,” he said: 

men were already accustomed to forswSar themselves, 
even in civil actions^ what less could be expected when 
the life of a friend was at stake?” ^ Such was the 
exquisite philosophy of James. A coolness ensued ; 
threats followed ; a prorogation was again the interme- 
diate ar^ment, with a dissolution within nine weeks 
as the final one. .irhose nine weeks were employed in 
vain in the purpose weakening the popular pasty ; 
and, on the day threatened^ seven years from their first 
assembling, the dissolution took place.^ 

The interval which ensued was one of profusion, 
debauchery, and riot in the court and of attempted 
oppression and wrong against the people. Fortunately, 
the spirit cf liberty had strengthened to resistance. 

The privy seals are going forth,” says a contemporary 
writer^, but from a trembling hand, lest that sacred 
seal should be refused by the desperate hardness of the 
prejudiced people.” It was refused ; and the shameful 
expedient was abundantly resorted to by the court, of 
selling the honours of the peerage, and of creating a 
number of heredibry knights, who should pay tribute 
for their dignity.^ All would not serve, however ; and 

1 Commons' Journals, p. 451. Lord’s Journals, p. 658. Winwood, 
vol iii. p. 198. 

^ A curious letter of the king, illustrative of the angry feelings that pre- 
vailed at the dissolution, exists in Marden’s State Papers, p. 818. See 
Hallam, vol. L p. 451. 

3 Observe the account in Fulke lord Brooke’s Five Years of King 
James; Mrs. Hutchinson’s Memoirs; WeldAn, p. 166. ; Coke’s Detection, 
vol i. pp- 42—49. The court presented, at this moment, a disgusting scene 
of profligacy. It requites a strong stomach even to get through a perusal 
of the details. Ladies rendered themselves especially notable, not merely 
for laxity of virtue, but for the grossest drunkenness. See Nugte Antique, 
vol. i. u. 348. 

* In Winwood’s Memorials, vol. iii. 

A All account or this proceeding will be found in Lingard's History, 
voL Ti. quarto edit from Iwmers’ Tracts. See also Hallam, vol. i. p. 461. ; 
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Bacon, reckoning somewhat unduly on his own skill 
prevailed upon the king to summon another parliament# 

At this eventful moment Wentworth came back to 
England, and was immediately returned knight of the 
shire for Yorkshire.^ It is no\j my duty to follow him 
through the commencing passages of his public life, and 
I hope to do this faithfully. I have felt yery strongly 
that the truth dies (as it generally does in such cases) 
somewhere between the extreme s(|itements that have 
been urged on either side^ by the friends and the foes 
of Wentworth. 

One of his latest biographers who brought to liis 
task a very amiable feeling and desire — which wasted 
itself at last, however, in an excess of sweetness and 
candour — sets out with a just reu^airtc. The factions 
which agitated his contemporaries," Mr. Mac-Diarmid 
observes, far from ceasing vdth the existing generation, 
divided i)08terity into his immoderate censurers, or 
unqualified admirers ; and writers, whether hostile or 
friendly, have confounded his merits and defects with 
those of the transactions in which he was engaged. 
Even in the present day, an undisguised exposure of 
his virtues and vices might be misconstrued by many 
into a prejudiced panegyric, or an invicyous censure of 
man, as well as of the cause." Now, from this 1 shall 
certainly, in some measure, secure myself by the course I 
propose to adopt. The collection of documents known 
by the title of the Strafford Papers/j' seems to me to 


Aikin, vol. i. p. .389. The project appeara to have been the suggestion of 
Salisbury. See Baker's Chronicle, p. 416. edit. 1679.; Gutliric, vol. iii. 
p. 704. ; and Macaulay’s History, vol. i. p. 15. 

1 MS. in the possession of Mr. Hallam, Const. Hist. vol. i. pp. 461, 462. 

® The writer in the Blographia Britannic.i, and Mr. Mar-Diamnd, reject 
sir George Rsdcliffe’s dates wthout the slightest scruple, but without the 
smallest excuse. They are all of them extremely accurate, and it is quite 
certain that Wentworth sat in ^he parliament of 1614. The writers in the 
Biog. Brit plead in apology that Radiiifib's own statement—" my memory 
is (oHate especially) very bad and decayed”— quite warrants their trredoin 
with his dates ; but they seem to have overlooked the fart, that Radcli^ 
distinctly restricts the decay of his memory to facts he has altogether for- 
gotten. " Seeing my unfaithful memory,” he subseouently says, hath 
fost part of the ocrurrencis which concerned my lord, I am loth to let slip 
yet remains.'* • 

3 Mr. Mac-Diarmid, Lives of British Statesmen, 2 vols. 
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isofitain within itself* every material necessary to the 
^illustration of the public and private character of this 
statesman^ on an authority which fear will be disposed 
to contest, for the record is his own. The general his-. 
torical statement 1 have^already given, was necessary to 
bring Wentworth more intelligibly upon the polities 
scene ; but hereafter I mean to restrict myself, almost 
entirely, to the authorities, illustrations, •and suggestions 
of character, that #re so abundantly furnished by that 
great work. The letters it contains, extemling over a 
period of more than twenty years, comprise the notices 
of the country gentleman, the anxieties of the parlia- 
ment, man, the growing ambition of the president of 
the North, the lyiflagging energy of the lord deputy, 
the intense purposbcand reckless daring of the Jieu. 
tenant-general, and the cares, magnanimously borne, of 
the ruined and forsaken afipirant, about to render the for- 
feit of that life, which three kingdoms had pronounced 
incompatible with their well-being. Their evidence is the 
more unexceptionable, that they are no hasty ebullitions, 
the offspring of the moment, a sudden expression of sen- 
tiinedls to be disavowed in succeeding intervals of calm. 
With a view, as it would seem, to guard against the 
inconveniences* of a naturally fiery and uncontrollable 
temperament, Strafford wrote with singular deliberation ; 
and his perspicuous and straightforward despatches ^ 
deliver the results of a thorough conviction. He 
never did any thing of any moment,” remarks sir George 
Radcliffe, concerning either political or domestical 
business, without taking advice; not so much as ^ 
letter written by him to any great man, of any business, 
but he showed it to his confidents if they were near 
him. The former part of his life, Charles Greenwood 
and myself were consulted with ; and the latter part, 
Chr. Wandesford came in Charles Greenwood's room, 

1 It in much to be regretted that Mr. Brodie, whose work contains 
several valuable suggestions towards the life of Straflfbrd, should iuWet 
himself to depreciate so strongly the merit of his letters and despatches, 
and his intellecttid attainments generally. I shall have ample occasion to 
refute this. 
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Charles Greenwood desiring not to be taken away from 
his cure ; they met almost daily, and debated all busi-^ 
nesses and designs, pro et contra : by this means bis 
own judgment was very much improved, and all the 
circumstances and probable consequences of the things ' 
consulted were discovered and considered." ^ From the 
higli praise which is given by sir George gto this prac- 
tice, it is to be Inferred, moreover, that it was no cheap 
expedient* to obtain an obsequious and all-approving set 
of counsellors ; for he complacently subjoins, that such a 
course is very efficacious to make a wise man, even 
though he advise with much weaker men than himself: 
for there is no man of ordinary capacity, that will not 
often suggest some things which m^it else have been 
let slip without being observed ; aw^n the debatings of 
things, a man may give another hints and occasions to 
observe and find out that, which he that speaks to it, 
perhaps, never thinks on ; as a whetstone,*' &c. ; con- 
cluding with that very original simile. It may also be 
remarked here, that, of his more important despatches to 
the king, Wentworth was accustomed to transmit dupli- 
cates to the leading members of the council. Tffus, in 
a letter to secretary Cooke, he writes : Having such 

confidence in your judgment and good affection both 
towards his majesty's service and myself, 1 hold it fit 
to give you a clear and particular understanding of all 
my proceedings in these affairs ; to which end I have 
sent you the duplicates of all my despatches to his 
majesty and others, as you will find in the pacquet this 
bearer shall bring unto you ; only 1 desire you will be 
pleased not to take notice thereof, unless it be brought 
unto you by some other hand. These businesses have 
cost me a mighty labour, having been at first written 
over by my own hand. And 1 have been as circum- 
spect and considerate therein as possibly 1 could. And 
now, 1 beseech you, help me with your judgment, in 
any thing you shall find amiss ; and let me clearly and 
speedily be led into the right path, in cas^I have erro. 

^ Essay. 

O 


VOL. II. 
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neously^ in any thing, swerved from that which is best 
•and honourablest for our master ; for it would grieve 
me more than any other thing, if my weakness should 
lead him into the least inconvenience: and this you 
ever find in me, — that i\p man living shall more promptly 
depart from an error than myself, that have, in good 
faith, no coii^dence in my own judgment, how direct and 
intent soever my affections may be.*' What these letters 
want, therefore, ii\} those sudden and familiar outbreaks 
which are to be looked for in a less guarded corre- 
spondence, is amply made up in the increased authority 
of the matter thus carefully elaborated, and cautiously 
put forth. Nor are instances altogether wanting, in 
which the curb is set aside, and the whole nature of the 
writer has its resisii^iss way. 

1 have remarked on the aristocratic influences which 
surrounded W entworth’s youth. Every thing had tended 
to foster that principle within him. His ancient lineage, 
extending, at no very distant period, to the blood royal 
— the degree of attention which must have early at- 
tached itself to the eldest of twelve children — his 
inheritance of an estate of 6’000/. a year, an enormous 
fortune in those days — his education — all the various 
circumstances which have been touched upon — contri- 
buted to produce a character ill fitted to comprehend or 
sympathise with your Prynnes, Pyms, Bens, and the 
rest of that generation of odd names and natures,^” 
who recognised, in the struggling and oppressed Many, 
those splendid dawnings of authority, which others were 
disposed to seek only in the One. From the first we 
observe in Wentworth a deep sense of his exact social 
position and its advantages. This is explained in a 
passage of a remarkable letter, written at a later period 
to his early tutor, Mr. Greenwood, but which I shall 
extract here, since it has reference to the present time. 

My sister Elizabeth writes me a letter concerning my 
brother Mathew's estate, which I know not how to 

* Straffor<l Par^'ra, vol, 1. p. 344. Such was Wentworth’s ilUjudgod das. 
•ificaiu>iL “ Iteii ” may be presumed to have meant sir Uenjamin Uudyard. 
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answer till I see the will ; nor do •! know what it is she 
claims — whether money alone^ or his rent-charge forth* 
of my landsj or both. Therefore I desire the copy* of 
the will may be sent me^ and her demand^ and then she 
shall have my answer. This abrother, that she saith 
was so dear unto her, had well tutored her, or she him, 
being the couple of all the children of my /ather that 1 
conceived loved me least ; it may be they loved one 
another the better for that too. However it prove, I 
know not ; but this I am roost assured, — that in case 
any of the three brothers died without issue, my father 
ever intended their rent-charge should revert to me, and 
not lie still as a clog upon my estate; or that any 
daughter of his, whom he had otherpnse provided for 
forth of the estate, should thus irstfrccpt his intentions 
towards his heir. But how often hath he been pleased 
to excuse unto me the liberal provisions taken forth of 
my estate for my brothers and sisters ? And as often 
hath been assured by me, I thought nothing too much 
that he had done for them ; and yet I can make it con- 
fidently appear, that he left not my estate better to me 
than my grandfather left it to him, by 200/. a year ? nay, 
some that understand it very well hare, upon speech 
had with me about it, been very confident he left it me 
rather worse than better than he received it. But I 
shall and can, 1 praise God, and have heretofore, pa. 
tiently looked upon their peevishness and frowardness 
towards me, and all their wise and prudent councils and 
synods they have held against me, as if they had been 
to have dealt with some cheater or cozener, not with a 
brother, who had ever carried himself justly and lov- 
ingly towards them ; nor do 1, or will 1, deny them 
the duties 1 owe unto them, as recommended unto my 
care by my father. Nay, as wise as they did, or do, 
take themselves to have been, 1 will say, it had not been 
the worse for them, as I think, if they had taken less of 
their own foolish empty funded, and followed more of my 
advice, who, 1 must needs say, take myself to have 
been full as able to have directed their course^ as they 
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Uiemselves could be at that age.” ^ Here the remark 
'cannot but occur, of the very early age at which these 
extraordinary excuses*’ from a father to a son must 
have been proffered and accepted ! Sir William WenU 
worth died in 16 * 14 ^/shortly after his son, who had 
scarcely accomplished his twenty-first year, was returned 
to parliament from Yorkshire. This patriarchal au- 
thority, tl en, this strong sense of his Hereditary rights 
of property, was of<Tio late assumption ; and in after life 
it was Wentworth’s proud satisfaction that he came not to 
Ireland to piece up a broken fortune.”^ — “ For,” says 
lie elsewhere, as I am a Christian, 1 spend much more 
than all my entertainments come unto ; yet I do not com- 
plain ; my estate ip England may well spare me something 
to spend.” At his^so early maturity, being called to 
the family inheritance by the death of his father, a 
new charge devolved to him in the guardianship of his 
elder sister’s children, the issue of sir George Savile, 
which trust he faithfully discharged. His own account 
of his family regards, generally, given in the passage 
quoted, appears to me to be perfectly just. His dte- 
positfen was kind, but exacting. Those of his relations 
who paid him proper deference, received from him at- 
tentions and care. And it is remarkable to observe, in 
those brothers, for instance, who continued attached to 
him through all his fortunes — one an intimate coun- 
sellor, another a humble poster in bis affairs” — 
the complete deference they at all times cheerfully paid 
to him. 

Such was the new member for Yorkshire, who took 
his seat in the parliament of 1(114. 1 have described 

the condition of affairs. They had arrived at such a 
point, that not to declare in favour of the popular party, 
was to exert an influence against them. The liberal 
strength had not declined in the present assembly. The 
confederacy of undertakers banded for the purpose 

* Straffbrd Papers, vol. i. p. 484. * Hadcllflb a Essay. 

3 straffbrd Papers, vol. i. p. 158. and see vnl i. p 79. 

^ For the origni of these ** strange ugly kihd of beasts,*’ as the king, in 
his subaequent confession of their existence, ckldly called them, see Wilson, 
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of influencing the elections, had pfUrsued their vile avo- 
cations without effect. The new members were staunch 
resumed complaints against monopolies and other unjust 
grants ; called the bishop of Lincoln to account for dis. 
respectful words; and received tile tribute to their honesty 
of a dissolution after two months’ sitting and of im. 
prisonment, in many cases, afterwards.^ During these 
two months, Wentworth had continued silent ; — not un- 
observed, but silent. I have exanflned the Journals, 
and find no trace of his advocacy of either side in the 
great struggle.*^ 

At the close of the session he returned to Yorkshire, 
and a year passed over him at his country residence. 


in Kennct, vol. it p. SOS. For .Tamcs*<< orcscnt false denial of their having 
been cnipluycd, see ('arte, vol. iv. pp. 19*20. ; Bacon’s Works, vol. i. p. G93.; 
Commons’ Journals, p. 

1 ** This house ot commons,” says Hume, ** showed rather a stronger 
spirit of liberty than the foregoing, so little skill had the courtiers for ma- 
naging elections.” ^vol. v. p. 49.) It subsequently received from the politer 
courtiers the tale of the ” addle ” parliament, from the circumstance of its 
not having been allowed to pass a single bill. Aikin, voL i. p. 439. See a 
curious fact mentioned in D’Israeli’s Character of Jame^, p. 15B , and th^ 
king's assertion, in his remarkable commission for the dissolution.# 

The compilers of the Parliamentary History have denied this; but sec 
debate on it in Journals of Feb. 5. 12. and 15. 1621 ; and Hatseil’s proof, 
vol. i. p. 1.33, 134. edit. 1796. Hume aoinits the statement, vol. v. p. 50. 

3 In some of the less precisely accurate histories, — in Echard’s, Old- 
mixoii’s, and Mrs Macaulay's — Wentworth had been erroneously ranked 
as one of the ** factious” members of this session, who had earned im- 
prisonment after the dissolution by a violent personal attack on the king. 
Mr. Brodie set the mistake completely at rest, by showing its origin. A 
Mr. Thomas Wentworth, a very popular member, represented Oxford in 
all the parliaments of James, and in the two first parliaments of Charles. It 
was he who spoke violently, and was imprisoned. It was he also who took the 
active part against Buckingham in the second parliament, which had been 
ascribed to sir Thomas Wentworth (who did not sit in that parliament at 
all), even by Kiishworth. In expressing great surprise at this mistake on 
the collector’s part, however, Mr. Brodie overlooks the circumstance of its 
having arisen from a mere error of the press. Had it been otherwise, it 
would have been difficult (considering that llushworth attended the house 
himself, and was neccHsarlly acquainted with the persons of the diffbrent 
members) to have received even Mr. Brodie’s authority and that of Went- 
worth’s own letters, against the indefatigable collector. But the context 
of Rushworth shows the error to have been merely one of th^ress. He 
is stating the argument of the lawyers of the house on the difiercnce be. 
tSireen ** common fame” and ** rumour and observes, ” It was declared 
by sir Tho. Wentworth, Mr. Noy, and other lawyers in th#debate.'* &C.— 
Now Mr. Wentworth was a lai^er, and an eminent one, the author of a 

legal treatise of great merit on Executors, and recorder of Oxford ; but sir 

Thomas Wentworth was none of these things. The mistake does not occur 
.again. See Rushworth, vol. L p. 217. The author ofnhe History con. 

tinued from Mackintosh has fallen into Rushworth'# error, voL v. p. 3SL 
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.engaged, to all appearance, in no pursuits less innocent 
than his favourite sport of hawking. Let the reader 
judge, however, if his personal ambitions had been for- 
gotten. Sir John Savile, the father of the afterwards 
lord Savile — and not, Ss has been invariably stated by 
modern writers, the lord Savile himself • — at this time 
held an offite of great esteem in the county, — that of 
custos rotulorum, or keeper of the archives, for the 
West Riding. So Strong an influence, however, had for 
some time been moving against Savile in the county, 
that the lord chancellor Ellesmere was induced to in- 
terfere. It is instructive to observe that sir Thomas 
Fairfax, a near kinsman of Wentworth's, was the most 
active against Savi^^, I quote a passage of a letter from 
Sheffleld, the lord prisident of the north, to Ellesmere : 
— 1 desired much to h^ve waited upon you myself, to 
present an information lately made unto me, of the evil 
carriage of one sir John Savile, a gentleman of York- 
shire, one of the principal in commission, that maketh 
use of his authority to satisfy his own ends, if sundry 
complaints be true, which of late have been made unto 
me, touching one particular, which in my opinion is a 
matter of foul condition, and which I am bold to in treat 
your lordship to give me leave to make known unto you 
by the relation of sir Thomas Fairfax, a gentleman of 
good worth, to whom the particulars of that matter is 
well known.*' The result was, that in l6l/5 Savile was 
removed, and sir Thomas Wentworth appointed to the 
office. The court had not forgotten the good services 
of his silence, and Wentworth was not ungrateful. 

Calling to mind,'* he afterwards writes to Weston, 

the faithful service I had the honour to do his majesty, 
now with God, how graciously he vouchsafed to accept 

1 It is singular that this mistake should have occurred : fbr occasionally. 
In the Papers, ^e is called *' the old knight,*’ old sir John,” &i\ (yol j. 
p. 38. &c.) ; ana in his own letter to the lord chancellor Ellesmere, on which 
the whole of the present business turns, he expressly alludes to *' service 
of forty years under the late queen of ^acious memory.”— Papers^ 
vol. i. p 2. Butl^o incorrectly are circumstances looked at, which do not 
seem to bear immediately on the matter in hand, yet are to illustrate it 
afterwards not unimportantly. 
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and express it openly and sundry times^ 1 enjoy within 
myself much comfort and contentment. . . . You can* 
best witness the opinion, nay, 1 might say the esteem, 
his late majesty held of me.*’ 

But a new actor now appears upon the scene, in whose 
hands James had become a puppet, and to whose shame- 
less influence he had surrendered all hisgesteems and 
regards. HavirTg discharged the duties of his new office 
for nearly two years, Wentworth received (near the close 
of 1617 ) a startling notice from no less a person than 
his grace the duke of Buckingham. Old Savile had 
been busy with him. These are to let you understand, 
that, whereas his majesty is informed that sir John Savile 
yielded up his place of custos rotulorum voluntarily 
unto you, whom now his majesty hath received into 
favour again, and purposeth to employ in his service, 
his majesty will take it well af your haifds, that you re- 
sign it up again unto him with the same willingness, and 
will be mindful of you to give you as good preferment 
upon any other occasion/* Buckingham, however, had 
committed a mistake here. Wentworth replied to this 
notice in a letter which has unfortunately been loSt, but 
whose import may he gathered from some passages in 
Buckingham’s reply : — The reasons set down in your 
letter are so substantial to prove that sir John Savile 
made no voluntary resignation of the place to you, but 
yielded it up rather out of a necessity to avoid that which 
otherwise would have fallen upon him, that I see it was 
a misinformation given to his majesty and to me, which 
occasioned the writing of my letter unto you.** Other 
grounds of apology are added, and Buckingham pro- 
ceeds : — ‘^Upon these grounds I thought it could neither 
be any wrong nor disgrace to move you in that business; 
but I pray you believe, that 1 am so far from doing the 
least indignity to any gentleman of your worth, that 1 
would be ready upon any occasion to do you the best 
service I could. Therefore 1 desire you not to trouble 

1 Letter, dated 1626, Strafibrd Papers, vol. i. p. ^,[36, 

3 Strafibrd Papers, vol. L p. 4. 

0 4f 
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yourself either with aiiy doubt of .farther proceedinj|ptill 
this matter^ which went so far only upon inisundelt 
standing, or with so long a journey to give me satisfde* 
tkohy seeing I have fully received it by your letter,^ and 
have acquainted his majesty with the true state of the 
business, as you have set it down.*' Buckingham su^ 
scribes himself his ''very assured friend^” and then,'ln 
a very curious and significant postscript, betrays good . 
reason for his sudden change of style, and^ sufficiently 
explains the shrewd and determined course that bad been 
adopted by Wentworth.: " I beseech you to excuse me 
to my lord of Cumberland and my lord Clifford, that 1 
write not to them now, as I purpose to do at more*leffn^; 
for now I made t^aste to signify that which I 
you, that 1 might sp^re you so troublesome *a jodi^by^'' 
So Wentworth continued in his place; 
eaten up with mortified spleen, waited his fUtii 
tunity of retaliation. ^ 

Wentworth foiled him at that game too, by striking 
the first blow ! A new parliament was spoken of, and 
a strong opposition from the Savile party against WeBt- 
worth^significantly indicated. He went instantly *up 
to London ; spoke carelessly, it may be supposed, to his 
friends at court, of his indiflerence about standing any 
contest ; and so won from the ministerii^ party an m- 
treaty that he would stand, and endeavour to bring in 
one of the secretaries of state along with him.^ Want-*: 
worth then consented, returned to Wentworth Wood-* 
house, and commenced his election exertions. In'lbese 
his character had full play ; and here, in the first 
effort of his public life, were amply vindicated 4lio^ 
achievements of a later period. The energy and activUy 
he exhibited, amounted almost to a marvel t ’ ?:vefy 
difilculty sank before him. Doubts were sati^^, 
jealousies put to shame, indifference moved io action, 
enmity even to friendship, dishonesty foiled in its own 
way, friends stimulated, the opposition of those' who 

1 I wan at Lotldon much intreaied, and irtdeed at last er^intd, to stand 
With Mr. Secretary Calvert.'* Stroud Papers, vol, i. p. 10. 
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Still continued eneitiies diverted. * I mean to quote these 
letters at some length hereafter, in immediate illustratioh 
of .the character of the lord president and lord deputy, 
to the Tight understanding of which they appear to me 
to offer a remarkable assistance Wentworth of course 
triumphed, for nothing could withstand his vigour and 
<i% 80 urces. He went to the poll, after a11,aon the day of 
.hia election, with Calvert, in no vain reliance on friendly 
' professions, but with positive lists, Airnished him by the 
Apetty officers of the several hundreds, of the names of 
those voters who had distinctly engaged to support his 
interests.^ 

It may be supposed into what a deadly feud the hatred 
of the Saviles had now been pro\okpd. From this time 
■*we hear little more of the fathrf : the son, sir John 
Savile the younger, supplies his place. He was a per- 
son of mean intellect ; but ^e had a restless ambition, 
and was active in intrigue. He had ** suck’d in with 
his milk,” as Clarendon says, a particular malice to 
'Wentworth ; and through his life he had many oppor- 
tunities of showing how steadily he remembered that 

Strafford had shrewdly overborne his father.” ^ 

Disgraceful occurrences had filled up the interval be- 
tween the last parliament and this parliament of 1 621. 
The exactio^ of benevolences^ ; the usurpations of the 
star-chamber; the deaths of the unfortunate Arabella 
Stuart, of the promising youth prince Henryk, and of 

* Sifraffonl Pa}>ers, vol. i. p, 13. 

9 Glaieiidon's History of the Uebellion, vol. ii. p. folio edit. 

3 ** The benevolence goes on. A merchant of l/>ndon, who had been a 
ehe^emonger, but now rich, was sent for by the council, and required to give 
the king 20^., or to go into the Palatinate and serve the army with cheese, 
bi^ng a man of eighty years of age. He yielded rather than pay, though he 
mii^ht better have given nine subsidies according as he stands valued, 
litis was told to me by one that heard it from his owne mouth. They talk 
also of privy seals. His nii^estie at Theobald's, discoursing pulilicly how 
he meant to governe, was heard to say he would governe according to the 
good of the common. weale, but not according to the c.ommon wilL*^ Such 
js an extract from a MS. letter of that day, Harl, MSS. 3S9. It is partly 
quoted in Ellis's Original Letters, 2d series, vol. ill. p. 241. It is very cha- 
lacteristic. 

* .For some account of the strange circumstances attending the death 
^ Fthis prince, see Osborne, p. 531. ; Burnet, voL i. p. 10. ; Winwood, 
9 ^. iii. p. 410. ; Harris's Life of James, pi SOI, 302. Fox, in his letter Co 
Iwd'^l^uderdale, stated his conviction that Henry had^en poisoned. The 
report of the physicians, however, U unanimous ou this point, and un- 
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the accomplished Ovewury ; the rapid rise of Villiers ; 
the pardon, and dark allusions of Somerset^ ; the dis- 
grace of Coke ; — these are some of the events which 
had blotted the history of the nation. And these were of 
home growth. Abroad, mischief had been equally busy ; 
for the small remnant of foreign policy in the govern- 
ment disappeared with Cecil. The weak and unas- 
sisted Frederick, son-in-law of the English king, had 
been ignominiously driven from his new dominions by 
Spinola ; Prague had furnished its disasters ; and the 
protestant interest — the faith, of which, as he had 
abundantly assured Vorstius, James conceited himself 
the defender — was trampled down every where. 

Proportioned tojhe disgust and indignation with 
which these things iN.d been contemplated by the po. 
pular party, were the feelings with which they now 
assembled in this parliament of 16‘2I. The early sit- 
tings were distinguished by active and resolute steps in 
behalf of privilege. It is nut necessary to allude to them 
at any length here. Some great state criminals were 
subsequently struck down ; and after a few months, the 
parlianfent was dissolved by proclamation, and the king 
committed himself in many acts of foolish violence.^ 

Wentworth had taken little or no part in these pro- 
ceedings. He avoided the risk of endangering.a certain 
show of country independence, by active opposition to 
what was called the country party, and held the most 
moderate of courses between the court and the people. 


favourable to the supposition. See Cornwallis's Memoir, in the 2d vol. of 
Somers* Tracts ; and the admirable remark ol' Hume, vol. v. p. 4S. 

^ Sec Osborne, p. 534. ; Wel<<oii, pp. 95. 188. 12.>. ; and Harris, pp. 82— 
88. ; for certain remarkaMe points in the character of James. With respect 
to the allusions of So 1 ne^^et, see Wcldcn, ppb 118. ; the king’s letters to 
Bacon, 'in the Cabala ; Birch’s edition of Bacon, vol. iii. ; and You Rau. 
mer's 83d letter, in his Illustrations of History, Sir Walter Scott has a 
curious note, in his edition of Somers’ 'I’racts (vol.ii. p.488.), on this mys- 
terious afikir. See also Somers’ Tracts, vol. li. pp. 335, 336. j and Brodick 
History, pp. 15—19. 1 have no inclination to venture an opinion on so 
extremely unpleasant a subject; but if suspicions reasonably prevuled 
before, the publication of Von Raumer’s work on the history of the six. 
tecnih and seventeenth centuries is not likely to lessen them. Dr. Llngard 
^^i^put forward ol^iections, which see in his History, voL vL p. 116. quarto 

> See Ruihworth, vol. i. pp. 52—55. 
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The service he had already rendered to the former in 
the matter of Calvert's return^ he had been enabled t3 
render palatable to his county by the circumstances of 
the Savile feud ; and it now left him to a convenient 
kind of neutrality in other respects^ which might be 
felt, in secret quarters, as no less serviceably intended 
to the court. .1 find him acting on committees in this 
parliament, but never putting himself forward as a 
speaker. Shortly after, he explainod his policy in this 
respect, in a letter to his brother-in-law lord Clifford. 
Alluding to parliaments, he says, — For my opinion 
of these meetings your lordship knows sufficiently, and 
the services done there coldly requited on all sides, and, 
which is worse, many times misconstrued. 1 judge 
further, the path we are like to^alk in is now more 
narrow and slippery than formerly, yet not so difficult 
hut may he passed with drcumipection, patience j and 
PRINCIPALLY SILENCE.”^ The present dissolution 
Wentworth regretted ; but he made silence chiefly serve 
to assist him in this also. As for the disaster," he 
writes to lord D'Arcy, fallen upon this so hopeful a 
parliament, albeit 1 should take pleasure to rdlate it, 
yet the enclosed proclamation for dissolution might well 
save me the labour; much more then, when 1 cannot 
think a thought of it but with grief, will it well become 
me to be silent."^ ♦ 

He had moved his family up from Wentworth 
Woodhouse before the session ; and they resided, during 
its continuance, in Austin Friars. Here his body first 
began to show its extreme frailty. He had '' a great 
fever," says sir George Radcliffe ; one of those pestilen- 
tial fevers, it is to be presumed, which so often ravaged 
the close and crowded streets of London ; and which at 
the same time (l622) struck his wife more fatally. 
He removed from London, but too late to save the lady 
Margaret. She died shortly after, leaving no issue, 
but a memory which he held in respectful regard. 

In his intercourse with his court frieiids at London 
1 Strafford Papers, vol. i. p. 19. > Ibid. p. 15. 
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Wentworth had zealoiMly interested himself in behalf of 
two or three of his brothers.' The anxiety with which he 
sought to get them fairly settled** somehow^ was ex- 
tremely characteristic. The first thing we now find him 
engaged in at Wentworth Woodhouse after his domestic 
loss, is the following-out of these exertions for the youths 
of his family r, He writes to sir Edward Conway, one of 
the king s principal secretaries of state, to remind him of 
his promises in behrdf of the bearer, my fifth brother, 
who, intending to try his fortune in the wars, desires 
more than in any place else to serve as a gentleman of 
tile company under my cousin your son.** He apologises 
for not having seen the secretary before leaving Lon. 
don, on the score of the sudden necessity of his illness. 

If you would vouchsafe him,*' he continues, so 
much of your favour, as to recommend him by your 
letters in such sort, that my cousin may be pleased to 
afibrd him his good direction and counsel, and cast his 
eye upon him as a kinsman (if his carriage may be such 
as may deserve it), 1 should judge myself much bound 
unto you for this, as for other your many noble curtesies 
bestowed upon me. And this 1 will be' answerable for, 
— that he shall approve himself, by God's grace, religious, 
honest, well governed, and daring enough. 1 conceive, 
likewise, (if it might stand with your good pleasure) 
that a letter of recoi^mendation to sir Horace Vere 
might stand him in good stead, which 1 humbly submit 
to your wisdom, and myself to your honourable censure 
for this my boldness.** This is the same thought, the 
reader will perceive, as that which suggested itself to 
Eliot when writing to Hampden of his younger son. 
Sir Edward Conway at once granted the request, and 
Michael Wentworth was sent off to the wars. Not 
without a letter from his brother, however, of excel, 
lent purpose and advice. Among many sound sug. 
gestions for his professional advancement, he observes, 
— Methinks it were good to keep a journal, book of 
aU that passeth during your being in the army ; as of 

1 See Strafford Paper#, vol. i. pp. 14. 16. 18. 
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your removes, your skirmishes, 'your incampings, thf 
order of your marches, of your approaches, of your 
retreats, of your fortifications, of your batteries, and such 
like ; in the ivell and sound disposal whereof, as 1 con. 
ceive, consists the chief skill anfl judgment of a soldier.’* 
The letter concludes admirably : — Only let me add 
this one counsel, — that if you come in •person to be 
brought on in any service, I conceive you shall do well 
to go on with the sober and stayed fourage of an under- 
standing man, rather than with the rash and ill-tem- 
pered heat of an unadvised youth. In which course 
too, I conceive, you may sufficiently vindicate yourself 
from the opinion of fear and baseness, and gain a good 
esteem among the wiser sort. And indeed, a man that 
ventures himself desperately beyoffd reason (besides that 
thereby he too much undervalues himself) shall by men 
of sure and sad brains b deemed, without doubt, unfit 
for government and command, that exerciseth none of 
it first ever his own unruly and misleading passions.” 
This conduct, so deprecated here by Wentworth, is a 
description of that very conduct which it is the general 
custom to ascribe to the earl of Strafford ; but incor- 
rectly, as 1 trust I shall be able to show. 

His health had now strengthened, and with it a flow 
of good spirits came. Sir George Calvert, the king's 
«tecretary of state, was selected for the first advantage of 
these. Mr. Tailor telling me,” Wentworth writes, 
he would see you before tlie end of this week, I might 
not omit to present my service unto you in these few 
lines. Matter worthy your trouble these parts afford 
none, where our objects and thoughts are limited in 
lopking upon a tulip, hearing a bird sing, a rivulet 
murmuring, or some such petty, yet innocent pastime, 
which for my part I begin to feed myself in, having, 
I praise God, recovered more in a day by an open 
country air, than in a fortnight’s time in that smother- 
ing one of London. By my troth I wish you, divested 
of the importunity of business, here foi* half a dozen 
hours, you should taste bow free and fresh we breathe. 
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Ifnd how procul mettn fruimur modestis opihuSy — a 
wanting sometimes to persons of greater eminency in 
the administration of commonwealths. But seeing this 
is denied to you in your course^ and to me as part of 
my misfortune, I shall ' pray you may ever receive as 
full contentment in those more weighty as we do in 
these lighter,* entertainments.” ^ 

This innocent pastime,” nevertheless, did not with- 
hold him from the parliament, which was now summoned. 
Its proceedings have been described in the life of Eliot. 
Wentworth played his usual cautious part, and returned 
to Wentworth Woodhouse, at its adjournment, a better 
friend than ever, more playful and more confidential, to 
his majesty’s principal secretary of state.” Calvert 
himself had gone td*’his country seat at Thistleworth, 
and is congratulated by ,his correspondent with many 
classical similitudes and quotations, on having ‘‘ retired 
to the delights of his Tusculanic, ereptus speciom ejus 
damno'* An amusing anecdote of James, then hunting 
with his court at Ilufford, concludes the letter. The 
loss of a stag, and the hounds hunting foxes instead of 
a deer, put the king, your master, into a marvellous 
chaff, accompanied with those ordinary symptoms bet- 
ter known to you courtiers, I conceive, than to us 
rural swaiiis ; in the height whereof, comes a clown 
galloping in, and staring full in his face : His blood ! 
(quoth he) am I come forty miles to see a fellow ? and 
presently in a great rage turns about his horse, and 
away he goes faster than he came ; the oddness whereof 
caused his majesty and all the company to burst out 
into a vehement laughter ; and so the fume for that 
time was happily dispersed.” 

Seven days after this, the rural swain” of Wood- 
house writes again to his selected confidant. He begins 
by a laughing mention of having written some politics 
recently to his cousin Wandesford, as being a statist f 
a politician, a meddler in state affairs; '^but here 
with you,” Ffe adds, I have matters of other guess 
* Strafford Papers, vol i. p. 16. 
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Stuff to relate, — that our harvest is all in, a most fine 
season to make fish-ponds^ our plums all gone an^ 
past, peaches, quinces, and grapes almost fully ripe, 
which will, 1 trow, hold better relish with a Thisde- 
worth palate, and approve m# how to have the skill to 
serve every man in his right cue. These only we 
countrymen muse of, hoping in such harmless retire- 
ments for a jifst defence from the higher powers, and, 
possessing ourselves in contentment, pray with Dry ope 
in the poet, — 

* £t siqua est pietas, ab af'utae vulnerc falcis 
£t pecoris mor»u, frondcs defcnditc nostras.* 

— Thus, you see, Ovid serves us at every turn. How bold 
we are with you since you entred#>ur list ; and how we 
take time, while time serves ! For, Michaelmas once 
come, and your secretary’s (9oak on your shoulders, 1 
trust, you shall find us better manner'd than to interrupt 
your serious hours with our toys/’ On the arrival of 
Michaelmas, however, the parliament was again ad. 
journed, for the purpose, as it afterwards appeared, of a 
final dissolution. Our rural swain, in consequence, 
despatches with an airy sauciness to his state friend, in 
a tone between jest and earnest, some slight shades of 
significant advice, dashed with a sort of reminder that 
tile writer — though given to looking at tulips, and 
hearing birds sing, and rivulets murmuring, and keep- 
ing sheep from biting his hedges, and such like innocent 
pastime — might yet be called upon, as an effect of 
want of employment, to play the part of an unruly 
fellow in parliament.” The words of this letter are 
eminently happy and well chosen. Now,” says 
Wentworth, “ that you have given us a put-off till 
February, we are at good ease and leisure to pry (the 
true effects of want of employment) saucily out of our 
own calling into the mysteries of state ; to cast about 
for a reason of this sudden change. In a word, we 
conclude, that the French treaty must firaf^ be consum- 
mate before such unruly fellows meet in parliament, 
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lest they might appear 'as agile against this^ as that other 
Spanish match. For my part 1 like it well^ and con- 
ceive the bargain wholsom on our side, that we save 
three other subsidies and fifteenths. Less could not 
have been demanded for the dissolving of this treaty^ 
and still the king your master have pretended to suffer 
loss (no doubt for our satisfaction only)^ which cer. 
tainly we should have believed^ and reputed ourselves 
„ great gainers^ and that rightly too. For is it a small 
matter^ trow you, for poor swains to unwind so dex» 
trously your courtly true-love knots 9 You think we 
see nothing ; hut believe it, you shall find us legislators, 
no fools I albeit, you of the court (for by this time lam 
sure you have, by a fair retreat from Thistleworth, quit 
your part of a country life for this year ) think to blear 
our eyes with your sweet balls, and leare us in the suds, 
when you have done. Thus much foAhe common-weaU 
For your own self^ I am right ^ad for your ague 
recovered ; hoping it will cleanse away all bad-disposed 
humours^ and give entrance consequently unto a set. 
tied continuing healthy wherein no man alive shall be 
more pleased. In the alacrity of which faith ^ and out 
of an earnest desire to be made an eye-witness thereof^ 
you shall have (God willing) within these few weeks to 
attend you, your honour’s ever most humbly, most 
readily to be command, Thomas Wentworth.” 

It is just possible that these hints might have been 
taken at last by the court party, but that Wentworth’s 
proposed journey was retarded by a sudden return of 
illness. In the spring, Katcliffe observes, as I take it, 
he had a double tertian ; and after his recovery, a relapse 
into a single tertian ; and, a while after, a burning 
fever.” On his recovery from these afflicting disorders, 
he came instantly up to London. Charles now sat 
upon the English throne, and Buckingham’s influence 
reigned over the royal councils more absolutely than 
even in James’s time. This, it is probable (for he had 
had good reason to suspect a personal dislike on Bucking- 
ham's part), induced Wentworth tp venture more openly 
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among the popular party^ and by that means convey to 
the king, inaccessible through his minister, the import, 
ance of his talents and services. I shall show very 
soon how extremely anxious he was to exhibit himself^ 
as it were, personally to the kidg. We find him now, 
accordingly, in frequent communication with Denzil 
Hollis, and others of the popular men. He had, from 
the first, provicTed a convenient organ of communication 
with them, in the person of his kinsman Wandesford, 
who subsequently proved so accommodating a patriot. 
Soon after jthis (one of the results of his visits to the 
house of Hollis’s father, the earl of Clare), he married 
the lady Arabella Hollis, “ younger daughter of the earl, 
a lady exceeding com^ely and beautiful, and yet much 
more lovely in the endowments ortier mind.” ^ 

Wentworth now began to Joe talked of as an acces- 
sion to the liberal party, and the court grew somewhat 
alarmed. On the meeting of parliament, his election 
for Yorkshire came into dispute, and, as I have 
shown^ in [the memoir of Eliot, the ministerial men 
supported his claims. No doubt this arose fjpm a 
desire, by some little sacrifice in a matter of no essential 
concern, to nip slightly the budding patriot. Eliot s op- 
position threw him out. What has l^en already suggest- 
ed on this subject‘d, is corroborated by some occasional 
allusions in the Strafford papers. Wentworth's friend, 
sir Richard Beaumont, for instance, writes in answer 
his earnest request : — My occasions are, and have 
been such, as with no convenience I can come up to 
London ; for which I am very sorry, that I shall not 
enjoy your good company this summer, and give what 
assistance I could to make good our York election, which 
1 hold as clear as the noon sun, for if it be tolerated 
that men shall come six, seven, nay, ten apprentices 
out of a house, this is more like a rebellion than an 
election. The gentry are wronged, the freeholders are 
wronged.”!^ Sir Richard Beaumont goes on to allude to 

* Radclifib's Essay. ' Memoir of Eliot, pp^ 31, SSL 

* Straffbrd Papers, vol. i. p. 37. 

VOL. II. 
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the borough of Pontefract^ observes that he is much 
^beholden for the honour of having been elected there, 
but hints a private reason which will prevent his ac- 
cepting, and suggests the name of another friend to be 
returned on a new writ I should have been willing 
to have kept your place for you, or for any friend of 
yours, and ^prved in it, and yielded it up of an hour’s 
warning to have done you service ; but as it is,” &c. 
It would appear fr(jm this, that Wentworth had already, 
against the chance of defeat, secured a seat to fall back 
upon, in the borough of Pontefract. ^ 

When the parliament commenced proceedings, Went- 
worth partly showed gratitude to the court, and partly 
redeemed his new alliance. lie spoke with ex- 
treme moderation, Snd advised "a grant of subsidies, 
while at the same time he intimated opposition to 
Buckingham. The adjournment to Oxford then took 
place; but, on their re-assembling, while Eliot and others 
were dooming the minister to impeachment, Wentworth 
continued silent. The cause of this will very soon 
appear. 

returned to Y orkshire. Necessity, in a few months, 
called together another parliament. He set to work 
instantly to prepare for his election ; but, in the midst 
of his arrangements, to the infinite surprise of himself 
no less than of his friends, an announcement reached him 
that his name was among those of the men disabled from 
serving, by Buckingham’s notable scheme of pricking 
them sheriffs of their respective counties. Wentworth 
was now sheriff of Y orkshire. Sir Arthur Ingram, a cau- 
tious friend, writing to him at this moment, gave him 
one consolation : — It ims told me by two counsellors, 
that in tlie naming of you, the king said, you were an 
honest gentleman, hut not a tittle to any of the rest. 
This much advantage have you that way.** He had 
previously said that every exertion to prevent the step 
had been used, but added, I think, if all the council 
that was at q()urt had joined together in request for you, 
it would not have prevailed ; for it was set and resolved 

^ 1 See Letter to the Mayor of Pontefract, vol. i. p. 26. 
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what should be done before the great duke's going over, 
and from that the king would not change a tittle."!* 
Buckingham had gone by this time into Holland ; and 
it would thus appear that Charles, though inclined 
favourably to Wentworth, did •not dare to contravene 
the order of his minion. « 

Be that as it might, here was a great gccasion. It 
was soon announced to Wentworth that the pricked 
men were resolved to make a struggk, to defeat the un- 
usual tyranny that had sought to disable them from 
parliament. " I met with sir Francis Seymour here, 
at Reading,” writes the cautious Ingram; “ I find by 
him that he is very desirous to be of the house, not- 
withstanding he is chosen sheriff ; he hath taken, as he 
telle th me, very good advice in W; and he hath been 
resolved, that he may be returned, and serve for any 
town or city that is out of his own county. He would 
gladly that you would favour him so much as to get 
him chosen for some place in the north, and he will, if 
it stand with your good liking, have you chosen in the 
west. This he did desire me to write to you of, and 
that you would send him or me an answer so sSon as 
you can. This, his desire, I have by these few lines 
made known unto you, leaving it to your own wisdom 
to do tlierein what you shall think good. For my own 
poor opinion, it is a thing that no doubt will displease 
the king exceeding much, and, therefore, to he well con- 
sidered of On the other side, I think the house would 
he exceeding glad^f it, and would hold you in, in spite 
of any. That which induceth sir Francis the rather in 
this is, that he knoweth that sir Edward Coke, and sir 
Robert Philips will be both returned. But, good sir, 
out of the love 1 bear to you, 1 dare not give you any 
encouragement in it.”^ Wentworth's conduct upon this 
was decisive of the character I am endeavouring to re- 
present. With the ready and resolved purpose of a 
man who is already decided on the main course to be 
pursued, yet is not unwilling that it should receive cor- 

> Strafford Papors, vol. i. p. S9. Ibid, p, SO. 
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roboration or modification from his friends, he instantly 
“consulted several of them. Observe how characteristi- 
cally this is conveyed, in a letter from his father-in-law, 
lord Clare : Fou resolve, in my opinion of this partU 
cular, rightly ; for we Kve under a prerogative govern- 
ment, where book-law submits unto lex loquens ; then 
be these extnordinaries, that rely rather upon inference 
or iiitcrprelatioii than the letter, too weak staves for such 
subjects to lean iipc^n. This is a novelty and a stranger, 
that a sheriff j who, according to the received rule of our 
forefathers, is tied to his county as a snail to his shell, 
may cause himself to be chosen a burgess, or servant 
for a borough, and so in a sort quit the greater and the 
king's service for a subject’s and a less : therefore, as a 
nor>eHy, it is rather\o be followed than to begin it, and 
as a stranger to be admitted as a probationer, and to be. 
embraced upon further acquaintance. For my part, I 
shall be glad if sir Edward Coke and sir Robert Philips 
can make their undertaking good ; and 1 could wish sir 
Francis Seymour were a burgess, so you were not seen 
in it and if any of them, without your knowledge and 
conunit, shall vonfer any such place upon you, you are 
no way in fault thereby ; and yet Caesar's wife must be 
free from suspicion ; so as I may conclude, it is not 
good to stand within the distance of absolute power. 
But I sec the issue: the question will fall between the 
king and the parliament ; the house will demand her 
member, and the king denies his officer, and the king’s 
election was prior, so as in conclusion some drops of 
displeasure may fall upon the borough, whose charter is 
always in the king's reach. But this is my chimera, 
and the lion may be less terrible than the picture. 
Howsoever this well succeeding would put the courtier 
out of his trick, secure the parliament better, and the 
subject in general, and make great ones more cautious 
in wrestling with that high court. Yet as you write, son, 
this business is of such a nature, as it is much better to 
be a spectator than an actor, and in this I give you no 
opinion; I only confirm yours*’ ^ His resolution now 

^ > Strafl'ord Tapers, vo). i. p. 31. 
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perfectly assured, Wentworth writes in playful confidence 
to his kinsman, Wandesford, whose services he relietf 
on to keep him as well as possible with the popular 
members. lie begins by a pleasant piece of hu- 
mour : *^Rrturna brevium is ^he office of a sheriff 
indeed, — but in this, that in this high calling (and now 
sworn too,) I j^swer your long letter, is more than in 
justice, scarcely in favour, you could expect from me ; 
and little less- than incivility in ytfU thus to abuse a 
simple gentleman in his place, and put me beyond the 
length of my tether, it being my part this year, 
laconicum agere, as becomes best, to say truth, a man 
of affairs, — attendant upon justices, eschcators, juries, 
bankrupts, thieves, and such kind of cattle. Well then, 
still to pursue, as a good officer should do, the duties of 
my vocation, I will tell you,, my purpose is to carry 
myself in such a temper, that for my expense it shall 
participate of moderation and sobriety, without the least 
tincture of wantonness or petulancy, which will both 
better express the sense wherewith I take it from above, 
and he more suiting with that just regard I oi^e the 
gentry of this country, to whom I have been so much 
beholden ; of whom I should be too much forgetful, 
and of my own modesty too, if 1 did any ways intend 
(at least as far as my indiscretion could go,) to bring 
the former licentious custom in again so much to their 
prejudice. Therefore, in a word, come king, come 
judge, 1 will keep myself within the articles made when 
sir Guy Palmes was sheriff ; and run dog, run cat, 
drink a red ryal by the place at least, by God's leave." 
He goes through many topics very amusingly, and then 
observes, You will partly see by the enclosed, how the 
pulse beats above,” — which 1 take to be an allusion to 
letter (he afterwards desires it to be enclosed back to the 
him,) of his friend Ingram, in which the king's feeling 
had been so favourably expressed. For my own part” 
he continues, ^^7 will commit others to their active heat, 
myself, according to the season of the yeaf, fold myself 
up in a cold silent forbearance, apply myself cheer- 
p 3 
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fully to the duties of my place, and heartily pray to 
God to bless sir Francis Seymour, For, my rule, which 
I will not transgess, is, ' Never to contend with the pre^- 
rogative out of a parliament; nor yet to contest with a 
king hut when I am corihtrained thereunto* ” ^ 

Wentworth faithfully adhered to these intentions; and 
while the <5rreat, warm, and ruffling, parliament'* in 
London was infusing, by the boldness of its acts and 
words, new spirit *hnd strength into the country, he 
remained quiet in Yorkshire, dischargings his duty, as 
his humourous classification had described it, among 

justices, cschcators, juries, bankrupts, thieves, and 
such like cattlef It is true he had found time to attend 
in London for certain purposes that are speedily to 
be explained, but hS' did not meddle with parliament 
matters there, returning, to Yorkshire again as quiet 
as before, and, indeed, a little more contented. ^ 

Soon afterwards, before the proceedings of the parlia- 
ment had closed, and while attending a county meeting 
in his office of high sheriff, a paper was handed to 
Wenf worth. It was the king’s warrant dismissing him 
from the office he had so ardently desired to hold of 
custos rotulorttm ! Giving way to momentary astonish- 
ment and indignation, he publicly told the meeting in 
what manner he bad just been discharged, and that his 
successor Mras to be old sir John Savilc. Yet I could 
wish,” he added, they who succeed me, had forborne 
this time this service, a place in sooth ill chosen, a 
stage ill prepared, for venting such poor, vain, insulting 
humour. I leave it,” he concluded, not conscious of 
any fault in myself, nor yet guilty of the virtue in my 
successor, that should occasion this removal.” ^ 

This was admirable for a public display. As soon 
as he had arrived at Wentworth Wood House, however, 
he dispatched the following letters, one almost imme- 
diately after the other, to the right honourable sir 
Richard Weston, knt., chancellor of his majesty’s ex- 
chequer ! ” 'They fully explain, it will be seen, the 

I StraffoiU Paperg, vol. i. pp. 32—34. ^ Ibid. p. 35 ^ ibid. p. 36. 
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whole course of Wentworth’s recent conduct. I have 
been beholden unto you/* he begins^ for many cour-* 
tesies^ which in your own particular I will undoubtedly 
ever thankfully acknowledge. Give me leave then to 
put you in remembrance of som^ things wherewith you 
formerly have been acquainted ; as also to give you an 
account of sonie things which have happened since. 
At the dissolved pmdiament in Oxford^ you are privy how 
I was moved from and in behalf of the duke of Buck- 
ingham^ with promise of his good esteem and favour ; 
you are privy that my answer was, I did honour the 
dukes person, that I would he ready to serve him in the 
quality of an honest man and a gentleman; you are privy ^ 
that the duke took this in good part, sent me thanks ; as 
for respects done him, you are privff, how daring that sit- 
ting I performed what I had professed. The consequence 
of all this was the making me sheriff the winter after. 
It is true, the duke, a little before Whitsuntide last, at 
Whitehall, in your presence, said, it was done without 
his grace's knowledge, that he was then in Holland, At 
Whitehall, Easter term last, you brought me to the duke, 
his grace did before you contract (as he pleased to term 
it) a friendship with me, all former mistakes laid asleep, 
forgotten. After, I went, at my coming out of town, to 
receive his commands, to kiss his graves hands, where I 
had all the good words and good usage, which could be 
expected, which bred in me a great deal of content, a full 
security. Now the consequence here again is, that even 
yesterday I received his majesty's writ for the discharg- 
ing me of the poor place of custos rotulorum vdiich I held 
here, whose good pleasure shall be cheerfully obeyed ; 
yet 1 cannot but observe as ill luck of it, that the reward 
of my long, painful, and loyal service to his majesty in 
that place, is to be thus cast off without any fault laid 
to my charge that 1 hear of, and that his grace too 
was now in England. I have therefore troubled you 
with this unartificial relation to show you the singleness 
of my heart, resting in all assurance justly confident, 
you shall never find that I have for my owa part in a 
p 4 
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tittle transgressed frem what had passed betwixt us. 
^11 which I confess^ indeed^ to this bare intent and pur« 
pose and no other^ that 1 might preserve myself in your 
opinion a man of plainness and truth. Which obtained 
1 have fully my end^ ar^d so 1 rest in the constant con- 
dition of your truly affectionate friend to dispose of, 
Thomas Wentworth.’* The courteous conclusions of 
Wentworth’s letters have a significancy‘at times. The 
next letter to Wesson, following up the purpose of the 
last, runs thus : Ctillbi^ to mind the faithful service I 
had the honour to do his majesty now with God, how 
graciously he vouchsafed to accept and e.vpress it openly 
and sundry times, I enjoy within myself much comfort 
and contentment. On the other side, albeit therein still 
strongly dwell entire^ intentions (and by God’s goodness 
shall, with me to my grave) towards his sacred majesty 
that now is, yet I may well apprehend the weight of his 
indignation, being put out of all commissions, wherein 
formerly 1 had served and been trusted. This makes 
me sensible of my misfortune, though not conscious of 
any inward guilt, which might occasion it ; resting in- 
finitely ambitious, not of new employment, but much 
rather to live under the smile than the frown of my 
sovereign. In this strait, therefore, give me leave to 
recommend to you the protection of my innocence ; and 
to beseech you, at some good opportunity, to represent unto 
his majesty my tender and unfeigned grief for his dis^ 
favour, my fears also that I stand before his justice and 
goodness clad in the malevolent interpretations, and pre- 
judiced by the subtle insinuations, of my adversaries ; 
and lastly, my only and humble suit, that his majesty 
will princely deign, that either my insufficiency or fault 
may be shown me ; to this only end, that if insuf. 
iiciency, 1 may know where and how to improve my- 
self, and be better enabled to present hpreafter more 
ripe and pleasing fruits of my labours ift his service ; 
if a fault, that I may either confess my error and beg 
his pardon, else, which I am most confident 1 shall 
do, approve myself throughout an honest well-affected 
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loyal subject^ with full plain anQ upright satisfaction 
to all that can, by the greatest malice or disguised un.. 
truths be objected against me. The contentment of 
others in my actions is but subordinate^ and consequently 
neither my principal study nor %are. Thus have I pre- 
sumed upon you, further than any particular interest 
of mine can yarrant, out of a general belief in your 
wisdom and nobleness, tlie rather too because I conceive 
you can best witness the opinion, ftay I might say the 
esteem, his late majesty held of me. All which, never- 
theless, as in good manners and discretion I ought, I 
submit w’holly to your best pleasure, without importu^ 
natcly pressing farther herein than may stand with your 
conveniency, your other respects, and, however, retain 
with me the lasting truth of your honour’s most humbly, 
most readily to be commandec^ Thomas Wentworth.” * 
It did not suit with Weston’s convenience to answer 
these letters at the time, but it is probable that no word 
of them was withheld from the king. Buckingham 
was still too powerful to be in any thing gainsayed, and 
it was clear that he had formed a violent di^ike to 
Wentworth. He sought now to mortify him as much 
as possible through the means of Savile. The son of 
the ^'old knight,” or the ‘'old cavalier,” as one of 
Wentworth's correspondents ^ calls him, was promoted 
to a barony and an 'office in the household. It is not 
difficult, on mature consideration, to assign an intelligi. 
ble reason for these proceedings by Buckingham, though 
at first they appear startlingly gratuitous. He had, in 
truth, an equal motive to be jealous of Wentworth, in 
the way of favour, as in that of opposition. While it 
is possible that he did not very clearly understand the 


1 Straflfbrd Papers, vol. i. pp. S4, 35. 

3 Lord MansHeld, who appears to have remonstrated with the duke of 
Buckingham himself, while Wentworth thus remonstrated, as it were, with 
the king, respecting'tne late proceedings. *' 1 writ my mind/* says Mansfield 
to Wentworth, “ af full to my lord duke ; and, I protest to God, no more 
sparing the old cavalier or his nature than 1 would speak of him to you, 
nor mincing my desires or my nature, which is not to de curtesies for in- 
juries.'* It is most probable that this was done at mntwortbls desire. 
See Papers, vol. L p. 43. 
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policy that had been* shown by Wentworth in either 
case, it is more than probable that he feared to be 
undone by him in both. In favour, he might already 
have received occasion to suppose Wentworth likely to 
prove a formidable rival, (not dreaming that a large 
capacity could never so impose upon Charles as a mean 
one) ; and in opposition, be may still ha^^e thought him 
too likely to be dangerous, for a perfect trust. Nor was 
he without reason fur suspicion, at least, on the latter 
score. Wandesford, the most intimate friend and kins- 
man of the quiet sheriff, had been one of the most 
active managers of the impeachment in the last session. 
And there were other causes of dread. Wentworth 
had had some communication with the intriguing arch- 
bishop Williams, and* worse than all, was known to 
have frequently visited the person whom the duke more 
deeply feared, the archbishop Abbot. 1 quote from 
Abbot’s narrative concerning his disgrace at court,” a 
passage elucidatory on this point. In describing the 
three of bis acquaintances to whom exception had been 
taken J^y Buckingham, I know from the court, by a 
friend,’’ he interposes, that my house for a good space 
of time hath been watched, and I marvel that they have 
not rather named sixty than three,*’) the archbishop 
observes, the third was sir Thomas W entworth, who 
had good occasion to send unto me, and sometimes to 
see me, because we were joint executors to sir George 
Savile who married his sister, and was my pupil at 
Oxford ; to whose son also sir Thomas Wentworth and 
I were guardians, as may appear in the court of wards, 
and many things passed between us in that behalf ; yet, 
to my rememberance, I saw not this gentleman but 
once ill these three quarters of a year last past ; at 
which time he came to seek his brother-in-law, the lord 
Clifford, who was then with me at dinner at Lambeth.^ 
The second parliament dissolved, privy seals were 
now issuing. Savile, still hot against his old opponent, 

t 

* Sir George, it may be remarked, was not a “ Yorkshire Savile." 

2 Rushworth, voL I p. 451. Written about the year 1GS8-9. 
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prevailed with the court to senS Wentworth a privy 
seal. The latter received it while his recent overtures 
to Weston remained yet unaccepted. It had the ap- 
pearance of a cold rejection of them.^ Still he hesi. 
tated as to his course. [ hSvc been here now some 
two or three months,” writes lord Baltimore to him, 
spectator iipoii this great scene of ftate, where 1 
have no part to play ; but you have ; for which your 
friends are sorry. It is your encftiies that bring you 
on the stage, wliere they have a hope to see you act 
your own notable harm ; and therefore keep yourself oIF, 
1 beseech you, ct radimas tc quam queas minima** ^ A 
letter from lord Haughton followed. It was supposed,*^' 
he informs Wentworth, this humour of committing 
had been spent, till that your anfagonist did revive it ; 
who, 1 hear, brags he hath you in a toil or dilemma ; 
if yon nfuisTy you ahall run the fortune of the other 
dvUnquentfi ; if you come in at the last hour into the 
vineyard, he hopes it will lessen you in the country f 
Such was indeed the dilemma, the toil, in which Went- 
worth found himself; — but he hesitated still J His 
friends now became extremely anxious, and letter upon 
letter was dispatched to him. Their general cry was 
one of dissuasion, but in all events of immediate decisioD."* 
Lord (Clifford wrote several times in anxious solicitude. 

Your friends here do think, you take the best course 
in writing to the commissioners and coming up instantly, 
if you are not yet resolved to lend : but that being the 
point we all wish you would grant us ; for, without 
that, we can have no hope of your safety for your health 
or person. Then, the deferring of the answer will so 
lessen the gift, as the acceptance of it would he hut faint 
and cold. Whereas, if you would now assent to slip the 
money into some commissioner's hand, you might wave 
the trouble to appear, either in the country or here. I 

, > In the Life of Eliot, 1 have sufficiently explained the court practices 

at this time. Privy seals were generally addressed to the ** disaflbeted " 
only. • 

^ Stratfhrd Papers, toI. i. p. 37. 

^ See the Papers, vol. L pp. 37—40. 


3 Ibid. 
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must tell you, that I have met here with many that 
are persuaded that you struck a tally here youiself when 
y6u were at London, and my answer to such was igno- 
rance. Another sort there are, who inquire much after 
your coming up, and these I conceive not out of any 
good affection, because some of them have relation to 
old sir John.n Lord Baltimore wrote piore earnestly 
still, If you resolve betimes to take this course, 
which I would to Gu<l you would, it may be yet inter- 
preted obedience to your ‘sovereign, and "zeal to his 
service ; and whatsoever slackness hath hem in it hitherto 
may be excused by your friends here, either by indis^ 
position of health, or some other reason, which your own 
judgment can better dictate unto you than my advice. 
I should say much mire to you were you here, which 
is not fit for paper ; but pever put off tlie matter to 
your appearance here, for God's sake : but send your 
money in to the collectors in the country without more 
ado. Your friends are much perplexed *and in fear of 
you, and none more than /." Wentworth, thus driven, 
made xpi his mind, at last, to refuse to lend. lie could 
no longer conceal from himself that a crisis had 
arrived, and he was not ignorant of a means (though 
he might have hitherto wished to avoid some incidents 
attached to it,) that would possibly force from it a 
perfect triumph. He refused the loan, and was sum. 
moned to the council table at London. He did not 
omit an opportunity to his main purpose that seemed 
to offer itself here. Wandesford describes it in a letter 
written to him after his committal to the Marshalsea. 

Now that you are reckoned with the afflicted, a man 
may pray safely for your deliverance ; and, seeing it 
would be no better, I am glad you come in so fair, and 
so handsomely upon the point itself. Sir Arthur tells 
me, the president reports well of your carriage at tfte table, 
1 shall be glad to hear of you in your present confine- 
ment, lest that prison and this season give you a night- 
cap in earnest/' 


1 Strafibrd Papers, vol. 1. p. 39. 
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He only remained six weeks in the Marshalsea. He 
was then removed to Hartford in Kent, where, lladcliflffe 
observes, lie was not to go above two miles from that 
town/' This was an easy imprisonment, and, easy as 
it was, was still more alleviated by the presence of the 
lady Arabella. She had already presented him with a 
boy, and, during his present restriction, gave birth 
to a girl. The letters of her brother, Denzil Hollis, 
written at this period to Wentwoa^h, are very delight- 
ful in many respects and, in the disastrous news 
of the court schemes which they supplied, may have 
served to strengthen his present patriotic purposes. 

I am most glad,” he writes, to hear my sister 
in so fair a way of recovering strength, since she 
last made you the second time it father : 1 wish she 
may many times do it to both your comforts, and every 
time still with more comfort *than the former ; that yet 
in our private respects we may have some cause of joy, 
since the public affords us so little ; for you see how 
that goes on mil en ph, as the French say." He 
then gives a vivid account of the melancholy Isle of 
Ilhee expedition, and describing the numbers that had 
been lost, pleasantly concludes thus : — In the mean 
time we have lost many good men, yet let us make the 
best of it, and, I hope, it will make our wives, instead 
of bearing wenches, which of late you say they have 
been much given to, fall to bringing t)f boys, young 
soldiers for the reincrew of our army : and I know no 
reason but mine should begin ; and she had as good do 
it at first, for if she do not, at her peril, I hope to make 
her go again for it ; and when my sister Arabella shall 
see how mine is served, I hope she will take fair warn- 
ing, and do as she should do ; but 1 fear not her so 
much, for she has begun pretty well already. And 
now I will close my letter as you do yours (with thanks 
by the way for it, as also for the whole letter), heartily 
praying she may so continue, to make you a glad father 
of many goodly and godly boys, — and tome wenches 

^ Sec Straifoul Papers, vol. i. pp. 40—42. 
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among, lest the seventh work miracles, as old wives will 
fell us,— and herself to be a joyful and good mother, as 1 
know she is a good and loving wife, and long may she 
80 be to your comfort and her own.” 

Wentworth and the ofiier recusants released, they met, 
under the circumstances of extreme excitement which 
have been already described, in the famous third parlia- 
ment. It is scarcely necessary to remark here, that the 
under current of int^jgue which had been set in motion 
by Wentworth, was only known to his convenient' friend 
Wandesford. It is not likely, from the tone of Hollis's 
letters, that he had ever been made acquainted with it. 
For the rest of the patriots, with the exception of the 
Iceen-sighted Eliot, they all held well with Wentworth, as 
a great and valuable siipporter of the popular cause. He 
had long been known for his talents ; tlicir outburst in 
behalf of liberal principles* had long, by a certain section 
of the leaders, been anxiously watched for ; and now, 
disappointing none, even of those who had known them 
longest, and looked for them most impatiently, they 
burst forth amidst the delighted cheers of the house, 
and with a startling effect upon the court. 

On the discussion of the general question of griev- 
ances, Wentworth rose. May this day’s resolution,” 
he solemnly began, ^M)e as happy, as I conceive the 
proposition which now moves me to rise, to be season- 
able and necessary I For whether we shall look upon 
the king or his people, it did never more behove this 
great physician, the parliament, to effect a true consent 
amongst the parties than now. This debate carries 
with it a double aspect ; towards the sovereign, and 
towards the subject ; though both be innocent, yet both 
are injured ; both to be cured. In the representation 
of injuries I shall crave your attention ; in the cure, I 
shall beseech your equal cares, and better judgments. 
In the greatest humility 1 speak it, these illegal ways 
are punishments and marks of indignation. The raising 
of money byjioans ; strengthened by commission, with 
unheard-of instructions ; the billeting of soldiers by the 
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lieutenants ; — have been as if they could have persuaded 
Christian princes, nay worlds, that the right of, empi/e 
was to take away goods by strong hand ; and they have 
endeavoured, as far as was possible for them, to do it. 
This hath not been done by tht king (under the pleas, 
ing shade of whose crown, I hope we shall ever gather 
the fruits of justice), but by projector^; these have 
extended the ])rerogative of the king beyond its just 
limits, so as to mar the sweet hari^ny of the whole." 

Wentworth then burst suddenly, and with great 
dramatic effect, (he studied this at all times) into the 
following rapid and passionate invective. “ They have 
rent from us the light of our eyes ! enforced companies 
of guests worse than the ordinances of France ! vitiated 
our wives and daughters before c|ir faces ! brought the 
crown to greater want than ever it was, by anticipating 
the revenue ; — and can tht? shepherd be thus smitten, 
and the flock not be scattered ? They have introduced 
a privy council, ravishing, at once, the spheres of all 
ancient government! imprisoning us without bail or 
bond I They have taken from us — what shall I say ? 
Indeed what have they left us ? They have take!i from 
us all means of supplying the king, and ingratiating 
ourselves with him, by tearing u}) the roots of all pro- 
perty ; which, if they be not seasonably set again into the 
ground by his majesty’s hand, we shall have, instead of 
beauty, baldness !” 

P'or this, in the noblest language, the orator pro- 
posed his remedy. “ By one and the same thing hath 
the king and people been hurt, and by the same must 
they be cured: — to vindicate — what? New things ? No! 
our ancient, lawful, and vital liberties ! by reinforcing of 
the ancient laws made by our ancestors ; by setting such 
a stamp upon them, as no licentious spirit shall dare 
hereafter to enter upon them. And shall we think this 
a way to break a parliament ? No ; our desires are 
modest and just. 1 speak truly, both for the interest of 
the king and people. If we enjoy not thpse, it will be 
impossible to relieve him : therefore let us never fear 
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but they will be accepted by bis goodness. Wherefore 
1 shall descend to my motion, which consists of four 
parts ; two of which have relation to the persons, and 
two to the property of our goods. 1st. For our per- 
sons, the freedom of them from imprisonment, and from 
employments abroad, against our own consents, contrary 
to the ancient customs of this kingdom. 2d. For 
our goods, that no levies may be made, but by parlia- 
ment ; and no billetmg of soldiers. It is most necessary 
that these be resolved, and that the subjects may be se- 
cured in both. Then, for the manner, it will be fit to 
determine it by a grand committee.’’^ 

Wentworth sustained, through the short but import- 
ant proceedings of the session, the reputation he had 
achieved by this speech in the house and the country. 
He spoke on all the great questions and emergencies 
that occurred. Only two of his speeches, however, 
remain in any completeness. The second was delivered 
on one of secretary Cooke s pressing applications for the 
subsidies. I cannot help lamenting/' he said, the 
unlawful courses and slights, for which the only excuse 
is nec&sity. We are required to give; but before we 
can resolve to give, it must be determined what we have 
to give. What heavy fogs have of late darkened our 
hemisphere, and yet hang over us, peji-tending our ruin, 
none is so weak as to be ignorant of ! IVhat unsteady 
courses to dispel these mists, have been pursued, and 
thereby raised near us great storms, 1 take no pleasure 
to remember, — yet, in all bodies diseased, the knowledge 
precedes the cure. 1 will shortly tell the principals ; 
next their remedies. I must reduce them into two 
heads: 1. whereby our persons have been injured; 2. 
whereby our estates have suffered." ^ 

" Our persons have been injured,” continued Went- 
worth more earnestly, both by imprisonment without 
law — nay, against law, boundless and without bank! — 
and by being designed to some office, charge, and em- 

1 Fiom a MS. iA tlic Harlcian Library. SeeTarl Hist. voL vii. pp. 369 
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• ployment^ foreign or domestic^ Os a brand of infamy 
and mark of disgrace. Oh ! Mr. Speaker, when it ma^ 
not be safe to deny payments upon unjust exactions, 
but we must go to priaon for it, — nor in this place, to 
speak our consciences, but we Amst be stamped to un- 
willing and unfitting employments ! Our estates have 
been racked t^^o ways; one in the loan^ wherein five 
subsidies were exacted ; and that by commission of 
men of quality, and instructions tr> prosecute the same, 
with an asperity which no times can parallel ! And 
hence the other consideration, of the projectors and 
executioners of it. Nay, this was not all, but ministers, 
in their pulpits, have preached it as gospel, and damned 
the refusers of it — so then we are already doomed to 
damnation ! a 

" Let no man," he said, in conclusion, after propos- 
ing a committee for grievances, judge this way a 
break -neck of parliaments : but a way of honour to the 
king, nay of profit ; for besides the supply which we 
shall readily give him, suitable to his occasions, we give 
him our hearts. Our hearts, Mr, Speaker, a gi^t that 
God calls for, and fit for a king ! " ^ 

There may have been more passion than logic in these 
speeches, but they had their effect. The court now saw 
more thoroughly tfie man they had discarded, and Weston 
hastened to answer his last letter ! He reasoned here not 
unjustly — that it could scarcely be too late at any time 
to answer a letter, which in its terms so clearly proved 
the non-existence of any lasting obstacle, such as a firm 
point of principle. The present conduct of Wentworth, 
to Weston at least, could appear no other than a tern, 
porary resource, fiven Buckingham s continued objec- 
tions wqre ^erefore set aside, and, before the conclusion 
of the scssic^ a negotiation with Wentworth had opened ; 
—nay, almwt before the burning words which have just 
been transenhed, had cooled from off the lips of the 
speaker, a transfer of his services to the court was decided 
on ! We have indisputable evidence, that^ion the 28 th of 

1 Farl. Hist., vol. vli. p. 440. 
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May, Finch was acting as a go-between J On the 26 th 
<jf June the parliament vvas prorogued. On the 14th 
of July sir Thomas Wentworth was created Baron 
Wentworth, and called to the* privy council. It is 
clear, however, that at tie same time he had stipulated 
to be made a viscount, and lord president of the North 
but this appi^rently could not be done, till the death of 
Buckingham had removed a still lingering obstacle.*^ 

I have thus eiid(|ffvoured to trace at greater, length, 
and with greater exactness than has been attempted 
hitherto, the opening passages in the political history 
of this extraordinary man. The common and vulgar 
account given by lleylin ■* has been, it is believed, ex- 
ploded, along with that of the no less vulgar Tlacket.'’ All 
Wentworth’s movcme\its in the path which has been fol- 
lowed, appear to me to be perfectly natural and intelli- 
gible, if his true character ib kept in view. From the very 
intensity of tlie aristocratic principle within him, arose 
liis hesitation in espousing at once the interests of the 
court. This, justly and carefully considered, will be 
found the solution of his reluctant advances, and still 
more Aluctant retreats. The intervention of a favourite 
was hardly supportable hy one whose ambition, as he 
felt obliged to confess to himself even then, would be 
satisfied with nothing short of the dignity of becoming 
“ the king’s mistress, to be cherished and courted by 


1 Strafford Papers, vol. i. p. 46’. 

3 See Papers, vol. li. p. 390. 

^ A pas.oaf^e in lluiili worth fvol. viii. p. 768.) is corroborative of the 
view winch I have presented of Wentworth’s public conduct. The col- 
lector professes to aive all those parliamentary speeches “ in winch my 
lord of StraffbiU so discovered his wit and temper, tliat the court took par. 
ticular notice of him,” and givc.s only the speeches that wore delivered in 
this third parliament It is clear that lie had not rendered himself at all 
formidable before. Uushworth, indeed, subsequently sots this at rest, by 
adding, — ** Now he ln^gan to be more generally taken notice of by ail men, 
and his fame to spread abroad, where public affairs, and the criticisms of 
the times, were discoursed by the most rcAned judgments ; those who 
were infected with popularity flattering themselves that he was inclined 
to support their inclination, and would prove a champion on that account ; 
but such discQurse, as it endeared him to his country, so it begot to him 
an interest in the bosom of his prince, who (having a discerning judgment 
of men) quickly made his observation of Wentworth’s, th.it he was a 
person framed for great aflUirs, and fit to be near his royal person and 
councils.” L 

Life of Laud, p. 194. , * Scrinia Rcserata. 
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none but himself.” He was tb be understood^ and 
then invited, — rather than forced to an explicit decla- 
ration, and then only accepted. The purpose of the 
alternating attraction and repulsion of his proceedings, 
such as I have described thciB, submissive and refrac- 
tory, might have been obvious, indeed, to an obtuser 
perception thayi Buckingham's, but that mediocrity will 
always find its little account in crushing rather than 
winning over genius, and is^renicred almost as un- 
comfortable by an uncongenial coadjutor as by a 
strenuous opponent. Wentworth's conduct, at the 
last, was forced upon him by circumstances : — but his 
energetic support of the Petition of Rights was only 
the completion of a series of hints, all of which had 
been more or less intelligible and, even now, un- 
willingly understood as thif^ was by the minister, it 
was yet more reluctantly acted upon, for by Buck- 
ingham’s death alone, as we are informed, the great 
bar” to Wentworth's advancement was removed.^ It 
may be added, that, even in all these circumstances, when 
many steps were forced upon him, which his^ proud 
spirit but poorly submitted to, and wronged itself in 
submitting to, it is yet possible to perceive a quality 
in his nature which was afterwards more fully de- 
veloped. He was possessed with a rooted aversion, . 
from the first, to the court flies that buzzed around the 
monarch, and as little inclined to suffer their good 
offices as to deprecate their hostility. The receipt, 
shortly after this, of divers ill-spelt and solemn silli- 
nesses from the king, seems to have occasioned a deep 
and enduring gratitude in him, for the dispensing with 
a medium that had annoyed him. 1 do with infinite 
sense,” writes he, consider your majesty's great 
goodness, not only most graciously approving of that 
address of mine immediately to yourself, but allowing 
it unto me hereafter, which I shall rest myself upon 
as my greatest support on earth, and make bold to 
practise, yet I trust without importunityaor sauciness.” 

1 Biog. Brilt, voL vii. p. 4179. 
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The few attempts to ii^gratiate himself with the queen^ 
v^ich were ultimately forced on Wentworth by his 
declining fortunesj were attended with but faint suc- 
cess^ and he appears to have impressed her^ on the 
whole, with little beyonA the prettiness of his hands, 
which she allowed to be the finest in the world » 
to the prejudice of his head, which she ,was not so in- 
clined to preserve. 

In one word, wlit,t it is desired to impress upon 
the reader, before the delineation of Wentworth in his 
after years, is this — that he was consistent to himself 
throughout. I have always considered that much good 
wrath is thrown away upon what is usually called 
'' apostacy." In the majority of cases, if the circum- 
stances are thoroughly^tjxamined, it will be found that 
there has been “ no such thing." The position od which 
the acute Homan thought fit to base his whole theory 
of iEsthetics — 

“ Humano rapiti rervieem pictor equinam 
Jungerc si volit, ct varias inducere plumaSy 
Uiuiuiuo coUatib membris, ut ttirpiter iitram 
Desniat in piDcein niulier tbnnosa siipcrn^, 

Speutatum adinissi risum teneatis, amici V* &c. 

— is of far wider application than to the exigencies of 
an art of poetry ; and those who carry their researches 
into the moral nature of mankind, cannot do better 
than impress upon their minds, at the outset, that in the 
regions they explore, they are to expect no monsters — 
no essentially discordant termination to any “mulier 
formosa superne." Infinitely and distinctly various as 
appear the shifting hues of our common nature when 
subjected to the prism of circumstance, each ray into 
which it is broken is no less in itself a primitive colour, 
susceptible, indeed, of vast modification, but incapable 
of further division. Indolence, however, in its delight 
for broad classifications, finds its account in overlooking 
this ; and among the results, none is more conspicuous 

1 This is told us by madamc de Motteville, who repeats what Henrietta 
had said to her : II ^tait laid, mais assez agrl‘able de sa personne; et la 

reine, me coiitant toutes ecs choses, s’arreta pour me dire qu'il avail lea 
plus belles mains du monde." 
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than the long list of apostates with which history fur. 
nishes us. It is very true, it may be admitted^ that wh£n 
we are informed by an old chronicler that, at this 
time, Ezzelin changed totally his disposition,” — or by a 
modern biographer that, a* such a period, Tiberius 
first became a wicked prince,” — we examine too curi- 
ously if we consider such information as in reality re- 
garding other than the act done, and the popular in- 
ference recorded ; beyond which ji was no part of the 
writer to inquire. But such historians as these value 
themselves materially on their dispensation of good or 
evil fame ; and as the ‘‘ complete change,” so dramati- 
cally recounted, has commonly no mean influence on the 
nature of their award, the observations 1 have made 
may be of service to the just jjstimate of their more 
sweeping conclusions. 

Against all such conclusiolis I earnestly protest in the 
case of the rcraaikable personage whose ill-fated career 
we arc now retracing. Let him be judged sternly, 
but in no unphilosophic spirit. In turning from the 
bright band of patriot brothers to the solitary Strafford 
— a star which dwelt apart ” — we have to 1:ontem- 
plate no extinguished splendour, razed and blotted 
from the book of life. Lustrous, indeed, as was the 
gathering of the lights in the political heaven of 
this great time, even that radiant cluster might have 
exulted in the accession of the ‘^cornet beautiful and 
fierce,” which tarried a while within its limits ere it 

dashed athwart with train of flame.” But it was 
governed by other laws than were owned by its golden 
associates, and — impelled by a contrary, yet no less 
irresistible force, than that which restrained them within 
their eternal orbits — it left them, never to float into 
that azure heaven again.” 

Before attending VVentworth to his presidency in the 
North, we may stop to consider one of those grand fea- 
tures in his character, on which many subordinate con- 
siderations depend, and a proper understanding of which 
« 3 
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ought to be brought, ac a first requisite, to the just ob- 
servation of his measures. 

I cannot believe Wentworth to have been the vain 
man popular opinion has pronounced liim, nor dis- 
cover in liim any of tha» overweening and unwarranted 
self-confidence, which friends no less thr.n foes have 
laid to his c^/arge. An arrogance, based on the sup- 
posed possession of pre-eminent qualities w'hich have 
no existence, is one tiding ; and the calm perception of an 
undoubted superiority, is another. AVentworth, indeed, 
stood like a tower — but that unshaken confidence 
did not ^'suddenly scale the light.” Its stately propor- 
tions were slowly evolved ; its eventual elcxation un- 
avoidable, and amply vindicated. AV^e have met with 
no evidences of a refra^’tory or self-sufficient disposition 
ill the youth of AV^entworth ? His studies at Cambridge 
had a prosperous issue, ahd he ever remembered his 
college life with affection. 1 am .‘'Orry to speak it, 
but truth will out,” writes he to Laud concerning an 
episcojial delinquent, this Bishop is a St. John’s man 
— of Oxford, I mean, not Cambridge; our Cambridge 
panniefs never brought such a fairing to the market.** ^ 


^ tStrafliird Papc'rs, vol i. p. 18‘). I^ml inakt's merry upon this hniipy 
phra.^(' of llic lord doputv’”. 'I'bc passaijes are rhaniel oris! ic of the eor- 
^e^pondeIu■e, and theretoie worth qiinting " And so yiiur J.ordshij),” ho 
write-, “is very sorry to tell the truth, hut only that it will out. A St 
J.'hn’s man yoii say lie is, and of Oxioid— yonr tamhriilge p.iiniiers never 
brought siieh a i'ainng to the market. Yi‘s, in\ good lord, but it hath ; for 
what say you of dean I’ahner ? ^Vho,beslde^ his other x irtiies, sold all the 
leadotr from the church at I’eterburgh ; yet he was brought in youi Cam- 
bridge panniers ; and so wa.s bishop Howland too, who used iJiat bishop- 
riek, as well as he dul the deanary I must eontess this man’s baseness 
hath not many fellows, but his bribery may have store And 1 pray, is 
that iier.T wHit the less fault, heeause it is gentlcman>1ike for huiulreds 
and thousands ? Whereas this man deals tor tweniy slullmgs and less. 
I hojie you will not say so, and if you do not, then I pray examine your 
Cambridge panniers again, for some say such raav he found there, but I 
for .niy part will not believe it, unless jour lord-hip make me ’’ 
worth appears to have eontesteil this point in I.aiul’s own humour. The 
bishop 1 etorts by asking him what his “ Joniiism,” means. “ Now you are 
inerrv again CikI hold it. Andwlmt? Dr. I’almcr acted like a king ? 
Be It so.' But he was another eard in the pack. As for bishop Howland, 
you never heard ot him. liat ? Nor of .Teames his wife neither ? Oood 
1 . 01 ( 1 , how ipnor.iiit you ean he when you list. Yea hut you have taken 
St. Jnlin’s. 0\, Plant nntr crwimef and 1 put you to your memory. Is it 
so i» Come on then : you know there is a cause in the wStar-CIianihcr ; some 
were to answer, aCd they brought their answers ready written. If the 
bishop of Lineoln simt them ready for his turn, liath he not an excellent 
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His deep esteem for his tutof. Greenwood, reflects 
honour on both parties. I have said that it was ori- 
ginated by good services performed, and so, perhaps, it 
is necessary to limit all Straflbrd s likings — all, ex- 
cept the fatal one which cost^him life, his liking for 
the weajc and unworthy king, which had its origin in 
that abstract Y'^eration for i»ower, whieh«(or rather, as 
he afterwards too late discovered, the semblance of 
which) we have just seen him by »ine practices beneath 
his nature, climbing iij> to, and in the exercise of uhich, 
we are to view him hereafter. But his esteem for 
Greenwood, whatever its origin, was not to have been 
provoked by truckling sycophancy. Nothing of that 
sort would have succeeded in impressing its object with 
so profound a respect as dictates following paragraph 
in an interesting letter to his nephew and ward, sir W. 
Savilc. In tliese, and all things else, you shall do pass- 
ing well to consult Mr. Greenwood, who hath seen much, 
is very well able to judge, and certaiidy most faithful 
to you. If you use him not most respectively, you 
deal extreme ungrateful with him, and ill for yourself. 
He was tlie man your father loved and trusted above all 
men, and did as faithfully discharge the trust leposed 
ill him, as ever in my time 1 knew any man do for his 
dead friend, taking excessive pains in settling your estate 
with all possible cheerfulness, without charge to you at 
all. His advice will be always upright, and you may 
safely pour your secrets into him, which, liy that time 
you have conversed a little more abroad in the world, 
you will find to be the greatest and noblest treasure this 
world can make any man owner of ; and I i)rotelst to 
God, were I in your place, 1 would think him the 
greatest and best riches 1 did or could possess.*" In 
the same letter, Wentworth assures this youth — ‘'you 
cannot consider yourself, and advise and debate your 

forge ? "What if this appear I hoije you will not then say I put you to 
your memory. 'Tis now under examination, and is not this if, &c. Jta~ 
grante criminc t Go brag now,” • 

* Papers, vol. i. p. 170, 

Q 4 
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actions with your frieuds too much ; and, till such time 

experience hath ripened your judgment, it shall be 
great wisdom and advantage to distrust yourself, and to 
fortify your youth by the counsel of your more aged 
friends, before you undcvtake any thing of consequence. 
It was the course that I governed myself by after my 
fathers deatji, with great advantage to myself and 
aitairs ; and yet my breeding abroad had shown me 
more of the world jhan yours hath done, and I had 
natural reason like other men ; only I confess 1 did in 
all things distrust myself, wlierein you shall no; as I 
said, extremely well, if you do so too.*” There is no 
self-sufficiency here ! 

WentAvorth’s method of study has been traiisi.dttcd 
to us by sir (ieorge lOdclifFe, and I quote it in strong 
corroboration of the view which has been urged. “ lie 
writ,” lladclifte assures us, as well as lie spoke : this 
perfection he attained, first, by reading well ]>enned au- 
thors in French, English, and Latin and observing 
their cx])ressions ; secondly, by hearing of eloquent 
men, which he did diligently in their sermons and 
puhlicS; speeches ; thirdly, by a very great care and 
industry, which he used when he was young, in penning 
his epistles and missives of what subject soever ; but 
above all, he had a natural quickness of wit and fancy, 
with great clearness of judgement, and much practice, 
without which his other helps, of reading and hearing, 
would not have brought him to that great perfection to 
which he attained. 1 learned one rule of him, which 
1 think worthy to be remembered : vfhen he met with 
a mtl penned oration or tract upon any subject or ques~ 
tion^ he framed a speech upon the same argument, 
inventing and disposing what seemed Jit to he said upon 
that subject, before he read the book ; then reading the 
book, compare his own with the author, and note his 
own defects, and the authors art and fulness ; whereby 
he observed all that was in the author more strictly, 
and might better judge of his own wants to supply 
* Papers, vol i. p. 16‘JL 
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them.” ^ Now this early habit .of confronting, so to 
speak, the full grown wits of other men — of satisfying 
himself of his own precise intellectual height by 
thoroughly scanning the acknowledged stature of the 
world's giants — is as much rem(|ved from a rash assump- 
tion as from the nervous apprehension of medicTcrity. 

AVcntworth’s temper was passionate ; and it is 
curious and iflstructive, in the present “view of his 
charactc”, to mark the steps he took i)J relation to this. 
I have already spoken of his extnune cautiousness ; of 
the tilect council that canva^sefl his business, suggested 
his measures, and revised his corre'^pondcnce ; of his 
deference to advice, and indeed, submission to reproof, 
fr')iii his assured friends. He was naturally exceed- 
ing eholeiic,” says sic George lladcliffe, ‘^an infirmity 
with which he had great wrestlings ; and though he 
kept a watchfulness over himself concerning it, yet it 
could not be so prevented, but sometimes upon sudden 
occasions it would break. He had sundry friends that 
often admonished him of it; and he had the great 
prudence to take in good part such admonitions : nay, 
1 can say that I, one of his most intimate flieiids, 
never gained more upon his trust and affection, than by 
this freedom with him, in telling him of his weaknesses. 
For he was a man and not an angel, yet such a man 
as made a conscience of his ways, and did endeavour to 
grow ill virtue and victory over himself, and made good 
progress accordingly.” This good progress ” brought 
him eventually to a very efficient self-control. In 
cases where he would seem to have exceeded it, and to 
have been transported beyond decency and prudence, 
it would be hasty to assume, as Clarendon and other 
writers have done, that it was in mere satisfaction of 
his will. ■J'hese writers, it wdll not he difficult to show, 
have not that excuse for the failure of their principles 
in Wentworth's person. The truth was that, as in the 
case of Napoleon and other great masters of the des- 
potic art, anger was one of the instruments of his 
> Papers, vol. ii. p. 435. ^ 
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policy. He came te know when to be in a passion^ 
<and flew into a passion accordingly. You gave me 
a good lesson to be patient/’ he writes to old secretary 
Cooke, and indeed my years and natural inclinations 
give me heat more tlun enough, which however, I 
trust, more experience shall cool, and a watch over 
myself in time altogether overcome ; in the mean 
space, in this at Idast it will set forth itself more par- 
donable, because ir^y earnestness shall ever he for the 
honour, justice, and ])rofit of my master ; and /7 /,? not 
altvajfft fntyn'i hut tho mimpphjiug of that' in the 
rire so hfnmmhlt\ and of divadvantaye to those that let 
themselms loose thereunto,^ 

In the same despatch to the secretary from which I 
have taken the ahov^ he had observed, immediately 
before, — Nor is it one of my least comforts that 
I shall have the means 7o resort to so wise and well 
affbctetl a friend to me as 1 esteem yourself, and to a 
servant that goes tin* same way/o my master’s ends 
that I do; and therefore let me adjure you,. by all the 
interests that I may or would have in you, that as you 
will (H am sure) assist me when 1 am right, so by your 
sensibli and grave counsel, reduce me w'hen I may 
happen to tread awry.” - And thus, from the first, is 
Wentworth found soliciting the direction of others in 
all important conjunctures ; not, indeed, with the vague 
distress of one unprovided with expedients of his own, 
and disposed to adopt the first course that shall be pro- 
posed, but with the calm purpose of one decided on 
the main course to be pursued, yet not unwilling that 
it receive the corroboration, or undergo the modifica- 
tion, of an experienced adviser. This has been occa- 
sionally illustrated in the business of his nomination by 
the king for the office of sheriff, where, having already 
chosen his party, he submits his determination to his 
father-in-law, the earl of Clare, whose answer has been 
quoted. T have mentioned also his practice of trans- 

» StratnJd Papers, voL i. p. 87. 


2 Ibid. 
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mitting duplicates of his despatches on all urgent occa- 
sions to Laud, Cooke, and Cottington. • 

No passage, indeed, in the career of Wentworth 
proves him to have been a vain man. His singular skill 
is never satisfied, without an unjernitting application of 
means to any desired end, and the neglect of no cir- 
cumstance, the most minute and apparently trivial, that 
may conduce to*its success. Would he ensure his own 
return for a county, and smuggle in a ministerial can- 
didate under the wing of his own popularity ? — He 
proceeds as though his personal merits could in no 
way influence the event, and all his hopes are founded 
on the activity of his friends, which he leaves no stone 
unturned to increase. In one and the name dmj^ sir 
Thomas Gower, high sheritt' of Y^rk, is informed that 
— Kcing, at the entreaty of some of my best friends, 
resolved to try the affections of my countrymen in the 
next election of knights for the shire, 1 could do no less 
than take hold of this fit occasion to write unto you 
these few lines. AV herein I must first give you thanks 
for the good respect you have been [)leased to show 
towards me, to some of my good friends whomovcil you 
for your just and equal favour at the time of the elec- 
tion ; which, as 1 will be found ready to deserve and aftec- 
tionately to requite, so must T here solicit you for the 
contiuiiaiice of your good purposes towards me ; and 
lastly desire to understand from you, what day the 
couTity falls out upon (wliich is to be the next after the 
receipt of tlic writ), that so I may provide myself and 
friends to give our first voices for Mr. Secretary, and 
the second for myself.” — Sir Henry Bellasis assured 
that — Presently upon my return from London, I 
find by Mr. ("arre, how much I am beholden unto you 
for your good affection. In truth I do not desire it out 
of any ambition, but rather to satisfy some of my best 
friends, and such as have most power over me. Yet, 
if the country make choice of me, surely I will zealously 
perform the best service for them that my means or 
understanding shall enable me unto. Anefhaving thus 
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far upon this occasic^i declared myself, must take it as 
«a great testimony of affection iji them that shall afford 
me their voices, and those of their friends for Mr. secre- 
tary Calvert in the prime, and myself in the second 
place. Particularly api I hereby to give you therefore 
thanks, and will so settledly lodge this favour in my 
heart, that I will not fail to remember and deserve it. 
In my next' leitars I will likewise let Mr, Secretary 
know your good respect and kindness towards him, 
whereof I dure assure you he will not be utmindfuL 
The election day will fall out very unhappily upon 
Christinas-day ; but it is irremediless, anrl therefore 
must be yieldcn unto. If you will please to honour 
me with the company of yourself and friends upon that 
day at dinner, I shall take it as a second and especial 
jfavour : in retrilmtion whereof you shall find me still 
conversant, as occasion shall be ministered, in the un- 
f(^iicd and constant offices of your very assured and 
arfectionate friend.*’ — Sir Henry Savile instructed that 
— have received yoty two letters, aiid in them both 
find matter to thank you for your respect and kindness 
towanls me. The later of them I received just the 
afteriKW'n I came out of town, hut I write effectually to 
Mr. Secretary for a buryess-ship for you at Richmond, 
in regard I knew my lord of Cumberland was partly 
f^ngayed : hut I will amongst them work out one, or I 
will miss far of mg aim. So soon as I liear from Mr. 
Secretary, I will give you further certainty herein ; 
in the mean time, methinks it were not amiss if you 
tried your ancient power with them of Aldborow, which 
I leave to your better consideration, and in the mean 
time not labour the less to make it sure for you else- 
where, if these clowns chance to fail you. The writ, 
as 1 hear, is this week gone to the sheriff ; so the next 
county day, which must without hope of alteration' be 
that of the election, falls to be Cliristmas-day, which 
were to be wished otherwise; but the discommodity of 
our fiiends more upon that day than another makes 
the favour %e greater, our obligation the more, and 
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therefore I hope they will the rather dispense with iu 
If the old knight should but endanger it, *faith, we 
might be reputed men of small power and esteem in 
the country ! but the truth is^ I^fear him not. If your 
health serve you, I shall wish your company at York, 
and that yourself and friends would eat a Christmas 
pie Avith me there : 1 tell you there wouhf be a hearty 
welcome, and I would take it as an especial favour, 
so value it, and as such an onf ri^member it/’ — Sir 
Matthew Boynton reminded that — The ancient and 
near acquaintance that hath been betwixt us causeth 
me to rank you in the number of my friends ; and 
being moved by my friends to stand second with 
Mr. secretary Calvert for knight of the shire at 
this next parliament, I assure ifiyself I might confi« 
dently address myself unto y(vu for the voices of your- 
self and friends in the election, which falls out unfor- 
tunately to be upon Christmas-day. But as the trouble of 
my f iends thereby will be th^greater^ so doth it Aid to 
my obligation. 1 hope likewise to enjoy your company 
and friends that day at dinner. You shall be tn no 
place better welcome.” — And Christopher Wandesford 
given notice that — the writ will be delivered by Mr. 
Radcliffe within these two days to the sheriff, to whom 
I have written, giving him thanks for his kindness, 
desiring the Continuance thereof. And now, lest you 
should think me forgetful of that which concerns your- 
self, 1 hasten to let you know that I have got an abso- 
lute promise of my lord Clifford, that if I be chosen 
knight, you shall have a burgess-ship {^reserved for me) 
at Appleby, wherewith I must confess I am not a little 
phased, in regard we shall sit there, judge, and laugh 
together^ 

The reader will remember that all these, with many 
other letters, are Avritten and despatched on the same 
day. No apology is necessary for the length at which I 
quote them ; since, in rescuing them from false and 
distorted arrangement, much misconceptioifis prevented, 



2,38 


BRITISH STATESMEN. 


^111(1 a very valuable means of judgment furnished on 
Wentworth’s general conduct. 

He goes on to let sir Thomas Fairfax know, that — 

I was at London miv‘h in treated, and, indeed, at last 
enjoined, to stand with Mr. Secretary Calvert for to be 
knight of this shire the next parliament, both by my 
lord ('liffonf and liimself ; which, aftei 1 had assented 
unto, and despatched iny letters, 1 perceived that some 
of your frieinls had motioned the like to Mr. Secretary 
on your behalf, and were therein engaged, which was 
the cause I writ no sooner unto you. Yet, licaring by 
iny cousin Aliddleton that, he moving you in my be- 
half for your voices, you were not only pleased to give 
over that intendment, but freely to promise us your 
best assistance, — f must confess I cannot forbear 
any longer to write untOfyou how much this courtesy 
deserves of me ; and that J cannot choose but take it 
most kindly from you, as suitable with the ancient 
adection which you have always borne me and my house. 
And presuming of tlie continuance of your good respect 
towards mo, I must entreat the company of yourself 
and iriehds with me at dinner on Christmas-day, being 
the day of the election, where T shall be most glad of 
you, and there give you further thanks for your kind 
respects.” — And thus reports progress to iVfr. Secretary 
himself: — May it please you, sir, the parliament writ 
is delivered to the sheriff, and he by his faithful pro- 
mise deeply engaged for you. I find the gentlemen of 
these parts generally ready to do you service. Sir Thomas 
Fairfax stirs not ; but sir John Savile, by his instruments 
exci'eding busy, intimating to the common sort under 
hand, that yourself, being not resiant in the county, 
cannot by law be chosen, and, being his majesty’s se- 
cretary and a stranger, one not safe to be trusted by the 
country ; — ^but all tliis according to his manner so closely 
and cunningly as if he had no part therein ; neither 
doth he as yet further declare himself than only that 
he will be afiYork the day of the election ; — and thus 
finding he cannot work them from me, labou^ only to 
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supplant you. I endeavour to meet ivith him as welU 
as 1 may, and omit nothing that my poor understanding 
tells me may do you service. *My lord president hath 
writ to his freeholders on your behalf^ and seeing he 
will he in town on the election day, it were I think very 
good he would be pleased to show himself for you in 
the Castle-yard, and that you writ unto hinfa few lines, 
taking notice you hear of some opposition, and there- 
fore desire his presence might sec\irt'*you of fair carriage 
in the choice. I hare heard, that when air Franeia 
Darrif oppoaed air Thomna Lake in « mutter of like 
nature j the Jorda of the covneH writ to air Francis to 
desist. I know my lord chancellor is very sensible of 
yon in thia business ; a word to him, and such a letter, 
would make an end of all. Sir, fardon me, 1 beseech 
you, for I protest 1 am in travail till all be sure for you, 
which imboldens me to propound these things, which 
notwithstanding I most humbly submit to your judg- 
ment. When you have resolved, be pleased to dispatch 
the bearer back again with your answer, which I shall 
take care of. There is not any that labours more heartily 
for you than my lord Darcy. Sir, 1 wish a better 
occasion wherein to testify the dutiful and affectionate 
respects your favours and nobleness may justly require 
from me.” — Sir Arthur Ingram is then apprised, in a 
letter which is full of character, that, as touching the 
election, we now grow to some heat; sir John Savile’s 
instruments closely and cunningly suggesting under 
hand Mr. Secretary's non-residence, his being the king's 
servant, and out of these reasons by law cannot, and in 
I good discretion ought not, be chosen of the country ; 
whereas himself is their martyr, having suffered for 
them ; the patron of the clothiers ; of al^ others the fittest 
to be relied on ; and that he intends to be at York the 
day of the election, — craftily avoiiling to declare himself 
absolutely. And thus he works, having spread this jea- 
lousy, that albeit I persuade myself generally they would 
give me their prime voice, yet in good fai^i I think it 
very improbable we shall ever get the first place for 
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,Mr/5eCrttary ; nay, 1 protest we ^all have^eed of oirf 
stifien^th to obtain him a second 'elcodon : so* 'as the like-* 
liest way, so far as I am*able to jttdge, to secure both,* 
trill be for me to stand for the prime, and so. cast all 
my'secQnd voices upon iiim, which, notwithstanding, we 
may help by putting him* first in the indenture. I am 
exceeding so.fy/ that the foulness and length of the way 
put me out of hope of your company ; and therefore I 
pray you, let us haSc your advice herein by the bearer. 
Your letter to your friends in Halifax, admits some 
question, l)ecause you desire their voices for Mr. Secre- 
tary and myself the rather for that sir Jbhn Savile 
stands not ; so, s^y they, if he stand, we are left to our 
liberty. You will therefore please to clear that doubt 
by another lettoi', which, delivered to this messenger, 1 
will get sent unto them. ,, 1 fear greatly they will give 
their second >oice with sir John. MV. Leech promised 
me he would procure his lonl’s letter to the freeholders 
within Hallomshire and the honor of Pontefract ; that 
my cousin Lascells, my lord's principal jigent in these 
parts^i should himself labour Hallomshire; Mr.Banister, 
the le.'irned steward of Pontefract, do the like there; 
and both of them be present at the election, the better 
to secure those parts. 1 hear not any thing of them, 

I pray you, press Mr. Leech to the performance of his 
promise ; Jetting him know sir John Savile’s friends 
labour for him, and he declares in a manner he will 
stand ; and get him to send the letters by this my ser-- 
vant. I desire likewise he wotfld intreat my cousin 
Lascells, that he would take the ])arns to come over, 
and speak with me the Monday before Christmas-day 
here at my house. Sir, you see how bold I ani to 
trouble you, and yet 1 must desire you would be pleased 
to afford me the commodity of your house foV two 
nights, to entertain my friends. 1 shall, God willing, 
be most careful that nothing be impaired,' and shall 
number thre timongst many other your noble courtesieb, 
which have inviolably knit me unto you.” — Sir Thomas 
Pawuey is solicited to the sjune effect, and sir Henry . 
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8]ingsby informed that — thOkirertainV I havepf sir 
JoHtr Savile^ stancljng/ an^ the various reports f iipar 
of the coihitry peopI|^'b affection towards Mr. Secretary^ 
makes me desirous to know how you ^nd then)^ i^Ofline^ 
in your, parts, ^''or this wapentake^ as also^ thjit of 
Osgodcross and Staincross^ I certainly persuade ’myself^ 
will go wholly /or us. Iti Skyrack 1 assUye mysetf of 
a better part^ and I will perform promise with MrlfSe. 
cretary, bringiil|{ a thousand voicesoof my own besides 
my friends. Some persuade me^ that the better way to 
secure both, ^vere fur me to stand prime, cast all my 
second voices on Mr. Secremry, and put him first iif^o 
the indenture. I pray you consider of it, and write 
me your opinion ; / would not ^hstance for such 
a toytsh ccreihony, Th^STe is danger both ways ; for if 
Mr. Secretary stand first, it is much to be feared, the 
country will not *8tand for him firnf and intire against 
sir John. If F he firU chosen t which I make no question 
but I couldj then is it to be doubted^ the people might fly 
over to the other side, which, notwithstanding, in my con^ 
ceit, of the two is the more unlikely : for, after tfiey he 
once settled and engaged for me, they will not be so apt 
to btir^ And again, it fUay be so suddenly carried, as 
they shall have no time to move. At a word, we sl^all 
peed all our endeavours to make Mr. Secretary, and 
therefore, sir, 1 pray you gather up all you possibly 
can. I would gladly^ know how many you think we 
may expect from you. My lord Clifford will be at 
Tadcaster upon Christmas-eve, about on^ of the clo(k : 
if that be your ii^ay, 1 am sure ^ would be glad your- 
self and friends would meet him tnere ; that so we might 
go into Yqrk the next day, vote, and dine together, ' 
where you shall be most heartily wel^me." — Sir Tho- 
mas Fairfax is again ihoved very earnestly to make — *. 

all the strength of friends and number you can to 
give their* voices for us at the next election^ falling to 
be upon Christmas-day ; the ♦rather, because the old 
yoUant of Hooky intends certainly to stand, whpm 
indeed, albeit I should lightly weigh, were the matter-^ 
VOL. II. , f B 
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betwixt him and mei yet I doubt Mr. Secretary (if bis 
friends stand not closely to him‘) being not well known 
in the country. Sir, you have therefore hereby an op- 
portunity offered to do us all an especial favour, which 
shall bind us lo a reacly^ and chearful requital, when you 
shall have occaSion to use any of us. My lord Clifford 
will be, God willing, at Tadcaster upon Christmas-eve 
about one of the clock, where 1 assure myself he will 
much desire tliat ywirself and friends will be pleased to 
meet him, that fio trr may go into York together ; and 
myself earnestly intreat thp company of youiself and 
them the next day at dinner, which I shall esteem as a 
double favour.” — And his cousin Thomas Wentworth 
advertised that, b.dng, as you know, engaged to stand 
with Mr. Secretary OJvert to 1)e knights for this par- 
liament, and sir John Savile onr only opponent, 1 must 
make use of my friends and intreat them to deal tho- 
roughly for us, in regard the loss of it would much 
prejudice our estimations above. In which number I 
esteem yourself, one of my best and fastest friends. The 
cour«^ my lord Darcy and I hold is, to intreat the high 
con.^tahleit to desire the petty constables to set down the 
names of alt freeholders within their townships, and 
which of them have promised t^ he at York and bestow 
their voices with ns, so as tre may keep the note as a 
testimony of their good affections, and know whom we 
are beholden unto, desiiing them further to go along 
with us to York on Sunday, being Christmas-eve, or 
else meet us about two of the clock at Tadcaster. I 
desire you would plq^se to deal effectually with your 
high constables, and hold the same course, that so we 
may he able to judge what number we may expect out 
of your wapentake. As I no yrays doubt of your ut- 
termost endeavours and pains in a matter of this nature, 
deeply touching my credit, so will I value it as a special 
testimony of your lore towards me. I hope you will 
take the pains to go aldhg with us, together with your 
friends, to ^ ork, that so we may come all in together, 
and take part of an ill dinner with me the next day ; 
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where yourself and friends shall be right heartily wel« 
come.” * 

It is not necessary to recall attention to the political 
principle, or the party views, ^hich are evidenced in 
these letters^; but how singular and complete is the illus- 
tration they afford, of Wentworth’s practice of letting 
slip no method, however ordinary, of cofhpassing his 
designs ! Is he interested, either, in the success of 
a lawsuit? — we find that — “he spent eight years’ 
time, besides his pains and money, in soliciting the 
business and suits of his nephews sir George and sir 
William Savilc, going every term to London about that 
only, without missing one term in thirty, as I verily 
believe. And all this merely in memory of the kind- 
ness which had passed betwixt hfm and his brother-in- 
law sir George Savile, then deceased.” And so with 
all things that interested him. 

To this head, then, the reader is asked to refer 
many proceedings, which, hitherto, have been cited in 
proof of an excessive vanity. They were rather the 
suggestions of a mind well aware of the influence of 
seeming trifles on the accomplishment of important 
purposes. The pompous enumeration of his heraldic 
honours in the preamble to his patent of nobility, and 
the “ extraordinary pomp ” with which he was created 
Viscount and president of the North, were no unneces- 
sary precaution against the surprise and disdain of an 
insolent herd of courtiers, and were yet ineffectual 
wholly to restrain their sarcasms.** The unexampled 
splendour of his after progress to the opening of the 
Irish parliament was, no doubt, well calculated to “beget 

1 llicse various letters will be found In the Straffbrd Papers. 

s 1'he beginning of electioneering tactics is also curiously discernible in 
them. 

3 Radcliff'e’s Essay. 

< ** Tlie duke of Buckingham himself flew not so high in so short i 
revolution of time. He was mode a viscount with a great deal of high 
ceremony upon a Sunday, in the afternoon, at Whitehall. My lord Fowls, 
who ailects him not much, being told that the heralds had fetched his 
pedigree from the blood royal, viz. from John of Gaun^ said, * Dammy, 
if ever he comes to be king (if Engiand, I will turn rebel,*** •^Eptstola 
Howellianee^ No. S4. edit. 1650. 
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An awful admiration ” in the njinds of a body of men 
whose services he was then preparing toobtain by far more 
questionable means ; — and his fierce resentment of the 
slightest infringement qf the etiquette he had succeeded 
in establishing^ his minute arrangements with respect 
to the ceremony he conceived necessary to the ])owers 
he was entmsted with, have their cefisure on other 
grounds than any intrinsic absurdity they evince. It 
seems to me to be*^high time, in cases of this sort, to 
shift our censure to the grosser absurdity of the prin- 
ciples which require such means for their support. 
Ceremony in the abstract — the mere forms of etiquette, 
sinking through their own emptiness, sustaining no 
purpose, and unsustained by none — Wentworth regarded 
with a more supreme scorn than they were held in by 
any of his prudish opponents among his own party. 

T confess,” writes he on one occasion, this matter 
of PLACE I have ever judged a womanly thing ^ and so 
love not to trouble myself therewith, more than needs 
must” He cares not, moreover, submitting cheerfully 
throtf^hout to the king’s unworthy arrangement, — that 
himself should gather '^golden opinions” by a liberal 
bestowincnt of honours in Ireland on the more trouble- 
some of his suitors, while to his deputy was confided 
the ungracious task of interposing a veto on the royal 
benefaction, and receiving, in his own person, the curses 
of the disappointed.^ Against the bitterness of their 
discontent, Wentworth had his unfailing resource. " I 
shall not neglect,” he writes, to preserve myself in 
good opinion with this people, in regard I become 
thereby better able to do my master’s service ; longer 
than it works to that purpose, I am very indifferent 
what they shall think, or can say, concerning me,” Not 
the less scruple had he in complaining of the king’s 
arrangement, when it was tortured to purposes he had 
never contemplated, and he discovered that the character 
of his government was become that of an iron rule. 


> See Stratford Papers, voL I p. 140L 
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'wherein reward had no place, even fqr its zealous sup. 
porters.* For the foolish gravity o£^ the luckless king 
had continued to pen epistle upon epistle, disposing of 
the most subordinate posts in the army, as well as the 
higher dignities of -the cburclf. The system, in the 
first instance, however, was one which a proud man, 
certainly, inigjit submit to, but a vai^ man would 
hardly acquiesce in. 

I resume the progress of Went\^)rth’s fortunes. His 
elevation became an instant subject of general remark; 
and it is not difficult to discover, that, in his native 
county, where he was best known, the surprise excited 
by so sudden a change, after such violent opposition, 
was balanced by a greater surprise, on the other hand, 
that the honour should have ^een delayed so long. 
^^Give me leave to inform you, writes sir Richard 
Hutton-, in a passage which expressive of both these 
feelings, “ tlvat your late conferred honour is the subject 
of much discourse here in Yorkshire, which, I conceive, 
proceeds from the most, not out of any other cause than 
their known worth in you, which is thought merited it 
much sooner and greater ; but this is only to entertain 
you a little longer ; for I know that your actions are 
not justly liable to any censure, I am sure not to mine; 


^ One instance, out of the many which strikingly illustrate Went, 
worth’s charartiT in this respect, may be subjoined. Lord Newburgh had 
procured from the king a proinihe of promotion lor a young man in the 
Irish aiiny.— which tlic loid deputy felt would be (lisadvantageous to the 
public service. Here are some passages of his remonstrance : — Fur if 1 
be not favoured so far, as that I may be able to make myself friends, and 
draw unto my-elf some dcjiendence, by the expectance men may nave 
from me in these places, that so 1 may have assistance and cheerful enun. 
tcnance from some, as I have alreaily purchased the sour and bent brow 
of some of them ; 1 foresee, I shall have little honour, comfort, or safety 
amongst them. For a man to enforce obedience by punishment only, and 
be deprived all means to reward some ~ to be always in vinegar, never to 
communicate of the sweet — is, in my estimation of it, the meanest, most 
imoble condition any firee spine can be reduced unto .... 'Ilie conclusion 
tnerefore is, I am confident his majesty will not debar me of what (be it 
spoken under favour) belongs to my place, for all the solicitation of the 
pretty busy lord Newburgh, who, if a man should move his majesty for 
anything in the gift of the chancellor of the duchy, would as pertly 
cackle, and put himself in the way of complaint, as if he had all the merit 
and ability in the world to serve his mwx>!T**^Strti^ord Papers, vol. I 
pp. 136 l-lfi. 

2 Strafford Papers, vol. L p. 47. 

R 
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for, being yours, it spealcs them good to me, if not the 
best," The character of the important office entrusted 
to Wentworth included much that was especially grate- 
ful to him : — enlarged by his desire, it presented power 
almost unlimited ; freedom at the same -time from the 
little annoyances of the court ; and the opportunity of 
exhibiting his genius for despotic rule in l}is own county, 
where {lersoiial friends might witness its successes, and 
old adversaries, shoi^d the occasion offer, be made the 
objects of its triumph. To crown his cause of satis- 
faction, the duke of Buckingham, who had still hung 
darkly over his approach to a perfect confidence and 
favour, was removed by the knife of Fejton. Secret 
congratulations passed, within a few days after this 
event, between Wentv^orth and Weston. Every thing 
seemed to favour his entrance into power, and a light 
rose upon the future. You tell me," writes his friend 
Wandesford to him, ^^God hath blessed you much in 
these late proceedings. Truly, 1 believe it, for by these 
circumstances we know, we may guess at them we know 
not." ^ This friend was not forgotten. Though so 
recently one of the active managers of the impeachment 
against Buckingham, he was at once received into 
favour, and Wentworth waited his opportunity to em- 
ploy the services of others, equally dear and valuable, 
while he did not fail to improve his opportunities of 
intercourse among his new associates. Laud was the 
chief object of his concern in this respect, for he had 
observed Laud's rising influence with the king, 

Wentworth wisely deferred his departure to the 
North until after the dissolution of parliament. The 
powers that awaited him there, increased by his stipu- 
lations, I have described as nearly unlimited. The 
council of York, or of the North, whose jurisdiction 
extended over the counties of Yoik, Northumberland, 
Cumberland, and Westmoreland, over the cities of 
York and Hull, the bishopric of Durham, and the town 


[ » Strafford Papers, vol. 1. p. 49. 
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of Newcastle-upon-Tyne'^ included within itself the 
powers of the courts of* common law^ of the chancery; 
even of the star chamber. It had originated in the 
frequent northern rebellions which followed Henry 
Vlll.’s suppression of the lesstfr monasteries. Before 
the scheme for the suppression of the greater monas- 
teries was carried into effect^ it was judged expedient^ 
in consequence of such disturbances^ to grant a com- 
mission to the bishop of LlandafF^nd others^ for the 
purpose of preserving the peace of these northern 
counties. This commission was^ to all appearances, 
simply one of o^er and terminer ; but a clause had 
been inserted in it, towards the conclusion, authorising 
the commissioners to hear all causes, real and personal, 
when either or both of the parties laboured under 
poverty and to decide according to sound discretion. 
This latter licence, however^ was soon afterwards de- 
clared by all the judges to be illegal ; and the power of 
hearing real and personal causes at aJl was rarely acted 
upon up to the second year of Elizabeth’s reign, when 
it also was declared to be illegal, since^ causes regarding 
property, whether real or personal, could only he de- 
cided by the laws of the land. It was reserved for 
James to issue, over these decisions, a new commission, 

very differing,” says Clarendon, from all that went 
before.” The commissioners were no longer ordered 
to inquire per sacramentum bonorum et legalium 
hominum,” or to be controlled by any forms of law, 
but were referred merely to secret instructions, which, 
for the first time, were sent down to the council. This 
at once reduced the whole of the North to an absolute' 
subjection, and that so flagrant, that the judges of the 
court of common pleas had the decent courage to protest 
actively against it, by issuing prohibitions on demand to 
the president and council; and James himself wasohliged 
to have the instructions inrolled, that the people might, in 

1 Rushworth, vol. i. p. 162. 

^ ** Quando ambae partes, vel altera pars, gravata pimpertate Tuerit.* — 
Rushiooith, vol. li. p. 162. " 
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some measure^ be able to ascertain by what rules their 
Conduct was to be regulated.' " 

One of Wentworth’s first announcements^ in suc- 
ceeding to this enormous power, the very acceptance of 
which was a violation df the vital principles and enact- 
ments of the petition of right, was to declare that he 
would lay apy man by the heels who ventured to sue 
out a prohibition in the courts at Westminster!'^ Ilia 
excuse for such a course of proceeding was afterwards 
boldly avowed.'^ It was a chaste ambition,. if rightly 
placed, to have as much power as may be, that there 
may be power to do the more good for the place 
where a man serves.” Now Wentworth’s notion of good 
went straight to the establishment of absolute govern- 
ment ; and to this, hif one grand object, from the very 
first moment of his public authority, he bent every 
energy of his soul. He (fevoted himself, night and day, 
to the public business. Lord Scroop’s arrears were 
speedily disposed of, an effective militia was embodied 
and disciplined, and all possible means w'erc resorted 
to for^an increase of revenue. The fines on recusants, 
the compositions for knighthood, and the various exac- 
tions imposed by government, were rigorously enforced 
by him. At the same time his hand, though heavy, 
was equal, and the reports of his government were, in 
consequence, found to be very various. The complainants 
contradicted each other. Your proceeding with the 
recusants," writes Weston, is here, where it is 
well understood, well taken, tho’ there be different ru- 
mours. For, it is said, that you proceed with extreme 
rigour, valuing the good and lands of the poorest at the 

* An interesting arcoiint of the origin and practices of this council of 
York was given by Hyde (lord Clarendon) in the long parliament The 
s|)eecb is reported by Kushworth, voL ii. pp. 1(12— 165^ 

> Rush worth, vol, ii. p. 159. 

3 In his answers to the charges of his impeachment Sec Rush worth, 
vol. ii. PL 161. 

* Hii- predecessor in the government of York, afterwards ear) of Sun- 

derland. Wandesford speaks of him with great contempt, in a letter 
to Wentworth : ** Your preilecessor, like that candle hid under a bushel, 
while he lived in this place, darkened himself and all that were about him, 
and dieth toward^us (excuse me for the phrase) like a anufF unmannerly 
left in a corner.” i'nprrr, voL i. p. 
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highest rates^ or rather above the value^ without which 
you are not content tamake any composition. This is 
not believed, especially by me, who know your wisdom 
and moderation : and your last too gave much satisfac- 
tion even to those who informed me, when they saw 
thereby^ that you had compounded with none but to 
their own contentment”^ Cottington, the chancellor 
of the exchequer, had expressed more characteristically, 
some days before, the approbation^of the court. For 
the business of the recusants, my lord treasurer sent 
immediately your letter to the king (who is in his 
progress), from whom he received a notable approbation 
both of your intentions and proceedings, as he himself 
will tell your lordship in his own letters ; for you are 
his mistress, and must be ch^ished and courted by 
none but himself.” So early did the king deem it ex- 
pedient to exhibit, that peculiar sense of his minister's 
service. When the minister bad bound himself up in- 
extricably with the royal cause, it was thought to be 
less expedient ! 

In such a course as this which Wentworth had now 
entered on, it is quite clear, that to have permitted the 
slightest disregard of the authority assumed, must have 
proved fatal. 1 cannot see any thing unnatural, there- 
fore, in his conduct to Henry Bellasis, and in several 
other personal questions which at present come under no- 
tice. Nothing is apparent in it at variance with the sys- 
tem to be worked out, nothing outrageous or imprudent, 
as his party have been at some pains to allege. These 
matters are not to be discussed in the abstract. Des- 
potism is the gist of the question ; and if the phrase 
“ unnatural” is to be used, let it fall upon that. The 
means employed to enforce it, are obliged, as a matter 
of necessity, to partake of its own nature, or it would 
not for an instant be borne. One of Wentworth’s first 
measures had been to claim for himself, as the repre- 
sentative of absolute royalty, the most absolute rever- 
ence and respect. On the occasion of a solemn 

> Straffbrd Papers, voL i. p. 52. 4 
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meeting/' however, this young man Bellasis, the son of 
the lord Faulconberg, manifested a somewhat imperti- 
nent disregard of these orders, entered the room without 
** showing any particular reverence” to the lord presid- 
ent, remained there with|his hat on, and as Wentworth 
himself passed out of the meeting with his hat off, 
the king*s mace-bearer before him, and all the rest of 
the company uncovered, Mr. Bellasis stood with his hat 
on his head, lookinj^ full upon his lordship without 
stirring his hat, or using any other reverence or civility/' 
In a man of rank, this was the less to be overlooked. 
Bellasis was ordered before the council board, where he 
pleaded that his negligence had arisen from accident, 
that his look was turned the other way, that he was 
not aware of the lord ^nresident's approach, till he had 
passed, and, finally, that he meant no disrespect ‘ to 
the lord president’s dignity. He was required to ex- 
press, in addition, his sorrow for having given offence 
to lord Wentworth.” lie refused to do this ; but at 
last, after a month's imprisonment in the Gate-house, 
was obliged to submit. i Other cases of the same de- 
scripti^fn occurred. A barrister at law, something dis. 
affected to the lord president’s jurisdiction, expiated his 
ofience in a lowly submission on his knees*^; and a 
punishment fell on sir David Foulis, heavier and more 
terrible, in proportion to Wentworth's sense of the con- 
duct that had provoked it. 

Sir David Foulis was a deputy lieutenant, a justice 
of the peace, and a member of ^he council of York. 
Holding this position in the county, he had, on various 
occasions, made very disrespectful mention of the council 
of York; had thrown out several invidious insinuations 
against its president ; and had shown much activity and 
zeal in instigating persons not to pav the composition 
for knighthood, which he considered an illegal and 
oppressive exaction.^ Wentworth immediately resolved 

the proceedings before the council board, Rushworth, vol ii. 

p. 88. 

. * Scf* Riishwortlv vol ii. p. 160. 

^ Foulis had, in less important matters, equally sought to baffle the au- 
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to make him a signal example ; and the extraordinary 
perseverance^ and unscrupulous measures^ by dint of which 
he at last secured this, are too singularly illustrative of 
his character, to be passed over in silence. An inform- 
ation was immediately ordered# to be exhibited in the 
star chamber against sir David Foulis ; against his son, 
who bad share^ in his offence ; and against sir Thomas 
Layton, the high sheriff of the county, who had sanctioned 
and assisted the disaffection. Some necessary delays 
put off the hearing of the cause till after Wentworth's 
departure to Dublin. But one of the last things with 
which he busied himself previous to his departure, was 
the making sure of the issue. He wrote from West- 
minster to the lord treasurer, (one of the judges that 
were to try it ! ) who was then ^ Scotland — 1 have 
perused all the examinations betwixt me and Foulis, 
and find all the mateiial parts of the bill fully proved, 
so as I have him soundly upon the hip ; but I desire it 
may not be spoken of, for albeit I may by order of the 
court see them, yet he may not, till the end of the 
next term.”i Weston did not receive this hint at first 
very cordially ; but Cottington, another of the jhdges, 
wrote to him a week or two after he had quitted 
London, — We say here that your lordship s cause 
against Foulis shall come to hearing this term, and I 
inquire much after it.” Wentworth, though then much 
distracted by sickness and affairs, acted eagerly on this 
intimation, and sent over a special messenger to Cotting- 
ton, with a short brief of the strong points of the case, 
written out by himself, and an extremely characteristic 


thorify of the lord president. 1 find the following passage in a letter to 
Wentworth, from sir William Pennyman, one nf his watchful retainers: 
— “There was a constable under sir David Foulis (who, by reason of 
some just excuse as was pretended, appeared not) that refused to pay 
twelve pence to captain Philips, and it was thus ctiscovcred. I bid one of 
the townsmen lay down twelve pence, and the eoiistalde bhoiild pay him 
again. He answered. That the constable told him, that sir David Foulis 
had commanded him, that if any were demanded he should pay none , and 
of this 1 thought it but my part to acquaint your lordship ; not that I would 
aggravate any thing against sir David Foulis, f&t it might only be some 
misprision in the constable, but that your lordship might know of the least 
passage which may have relation or reflection u^n yoiirxelf." 

> Strafford Papers, voJ. i. p. 9J. . ^ . 
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letter. He says boldly, — " I must wholly recommend 
thyself to your care of me in thic, which I take to con- 
cern me as much, and to have therein as much the 
better, as I ever had in any other cause all the days of 
my life ; so I trust a little help will serve the turn.” 
It is clear, in point of fact, that Wentworth felt that 
much of his authority, in so far as persqnal claims sus- 
tained it— or, in other words, that much of his probable 
success or non-succgss in the new and desperate as- 
sumptions, by which alone his schemes of government 
could be carried on — was concerned in the extent of 
punishment awarded in the present case, and the corre- 
sponding impression likely to be created. He omits no 
consideration in his letter, therefore, that is in any way 
likely to influence Cottjngton. He points out particularly 
how much the ‘^king’s service” is concerned, and that 
the arrow was shot at him” in reality. The sen- 
tencing of this man,” he continues, settles the right 
of knighting business bravely for the crown, for in your 
sentence you will certainly declare the undoubted right 
and prerogative the king hath therein by common law, 
statutS law, and the undeniable practice of all times ; 
and therefore I am a suitor by you to his majesty, that 
he would be graciously pleased to recommend the cause 
to the lords, as well in his own right, as in the right of 
his absent poor servant, and to wish them all to be 
there. You are like to begin the sentence, and I will 
be bold to tell you rny opinion thereon. You have been 
pleased sometimes, as I sat by you, to ask me my con- 
ceit upon the cause then before us ; — admit me now to 
do it upon my own cause, for, by my troth, I will do it 
as clearly as if it concerned me not.” An aggravation 
of every point in the case against Foulis and his son 
follows, with a curious citation of a number of pre- 
cedents for a heavy punishment, and a strong personal 
appeal in behalf of his own character. “ Much more 
1 could say, if I nfere in the star chamber to speak in 
such a cause for my lord Cottington : but I will con- 
clude with Ais, — that I protest to God, if it were 
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in the person of anot))er, I should in a cause so foul^ 
the proof so clear, fine the father and the son^ 
sir David and Henry Foulis, in 2000/. apiece to 
his majesty, and in 2000/. aj^ece damages to myself 
for their scandal ; and they both to be sent down to 
York, and there publicly at York assizes next, to 
acknowledge in the face of the whole country ^ the right 
his majesty hath to that duty of knightings ; as also 
the wrong he hath done me ; humfily craving pardon of 
his majesty, and expressing his sorrow so to have mis- 
represented his majesty’s most gracious proceedings, 
even in that course of compounding, where the law 
would have given him much more, as also for so 
falsely slandering and belying me without a cause. For 
sir Thomas Layton, he is a fool, led on by the nose by 
the two former, nor was I willing to do him any hurt ; 
and so let him go for a coxcomb as he is ; and when 
he comes home, tell his neighbours, it was well for him 
he had less wit than his fellows.’* ^ As the hearing 
approached more nearly, Wentworth, regardless of the 
equivocal reception Weston had formerly giveVl him, 
wrote again to the lord treasurer. My lord, I have 
to be heard this term a cause between sir David Foulis 
and me in the star chamber ; and a very good one, if I 
flatter not myself exceedingly : 1 do most earnestly 
beseech your lordship’s presence, and that I may taste 
of the ordinary effects of your justice and favour 
towards me your faithful servant, albeit here removed 
in another kingdom.”^ Scarcely a member of that 
considerate court did he fail to solicit as earnestly. 

How could the honest judges fail to perform, all that 
had been so asked of them ? Foulis was degraded from 
his various offices ; fined 5000/. to the king, 3000/. to 
Wentworth ; condemned to make a public acknowledg. 
ment of the most abject submissiveness to his miyestj 
and the lord viscount Wentworth, not only in this court, 

> Straffbrd Papers, vol. i. pp. 145, 145L A more remarkable opportunltr 
was reserved for him, on the occasion of his own impeachment, to expreu 
kit contempt of this sir Thomas Layton. See RushworCn, to]. vJiL p. 151. 

• Strafibrd Papers, vbL L p. 143. 
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Ilut in the court of York^ and likewise at the open assizes 
in the same county;" and, finally, committed to the 
Fleet during his majesty’s pleasure ! His son was also 
imprisoned and heavilj, hned. Layton, the fool,” 
was presented with his acquittal. Wentworth’s gra- 
titude at this result overflowed in the most fervent 
expressions th his serviceable friends, tottington was 
warmly thanked. Such are your continued favours 
towards me,” he wrote to Laud, which you were 
pleased to manifest so far in the star chamber, in that 
cause betwixt sir David Fuulis and me, not only by 
your justice, but by your affection too, as indeed, my 
lord, the best and greatest return I can make, is to 
pray, I may be able to descrve,"&c. A long despatch to 
Cooke included an expression of the obligation put 
upon me by the care you expressed for me in a suit 
this last term, which came to a hearing in the star 
chamber, betwixt sir D, Foulis and me, and of the 
testimony your affection there gave me, much above 
my mciit. Sir, I humbly thank you,” &c. &c. A still 
more hnportant and weighty despatch to Weston closed 
with — 1 do most humbly thank your lordship for your 
noble presence and justice in the star chamber ; being 
the business indeed, in my own estimation, which more 
concerned me than any that ever befel me, hitherto, in 
my whole life.” And to his cousin the earl of Cleve- 
land he thus expressed himself; — ‘‘I understand my 
cause in the star chamber hath had a fair evening : 
for which I am ever to acknowledge and reverence the 
justice of that great court to an absent man. Your 
lordship hath still been pleased to honour me with your 
presence, when any thing concerned me there : and 
believe me, if ever I be absent from the place where I 
may serve you, it shall be most extremely against my 
will. I see it must still be my fortune to work it out 
in a storm, and I find not myself yet so faint, as to 
give over for that, or to abandon a good cause,' be the 
wind never ^ loud or sour.” One characteristic cir- 
cumstance remains to be added. All the various letters 
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and despatches in whijph the passages I liave quoted are 
to be found, together with others to various noble 
lords, hear the same dateJ No one of those who had 
served Wentworth, was left |o speak of thanks that 
he only had received.'^ 

In relief from this painful exhibition, of a false 
public principle tyrannizing over private morals and 
affections, 1 turn to present the somewhat redeeming 
aspect of those uncontrolled regards which Wentworth 
could yet suffer himself to indulge. In consequence of 
incessant application to the duties of his office, he was 
now able to pass little of his time at the family seat ; 
but he seems to have been anxious that his children, 
William, and the little lady Anne, should, for health’s 
sake, continue to reside tlierc. ^le had entrusted them 
accordingly to the charge of ^sir William Pennyman, a 
person bound to his service by various strong obliga- 
tions.^ The lady Arabella, then on the eve of confinc- 

* Sco the StTafr<.-(t Papers, vol. i. pp, 189. JUt. 202. 204. SiC. &c. 

I may conclude the nuMition of this FouIik affair hy quoting a charac- 
teriyiic note from one of Went worth *»• voluminous private doi/llches to 
the Ilov. Mr. (irrenwoode. After instructions of various sorts re>peeting 
his personal alTkirs in Yorkshire, which occupy eight closely printed folio 
pages, the lord deputy subjoins: — ** One word more I must of necessity 
mention, that is, the business betwixt me and sir David Fouhs. How 
this stands 1 know not : but 1 pray you inform yourself what lands I have 
received the rents of liy virtue of the extent, and what money Richard 
Morns has received towards iny damages and costs of .^UlC ; ami that 
you will cause a perfect and iialf year’s account to be kept of all the dig- 
biirsemciils'and receipts concerning this matter in a book precisely by 
itself. 1 beseech you set tliis business in a clear and certain course, fur you 
may be sure, if any advantage or doubt can b(> raised, I shall be sure to 
hear of \V' ^ Stmffot d PapnSt vol. i. p. 488. laittcr IVom Dublin, dated 
Nov. 163a. 

3 His IViends were constantly, but vainly, warning him of the dangers 
he incurred by this ** 1 long," writes his fricnid JVlainwariiig to him, ** to 
hear of my laiiy’s safe delivery, and of your lordship’s eoiniiig up. . . Your 
lordship miibt give me leave to put you in mind of your health, lor 1 hear 
yon take no recreation at all.” — Strafftrd Papers^ vol. i. p. .W. 

^ This person afterwards played his part at the impeachment. It may 
be worth while to quote a passage from one of his letters, written at the 
period referred to in the text, in illustration of the meaiio which Went, 
worth employed to engage, as deeply as ixissible, the devtttion of men who 
promised to be useful to him. ** For ray own part,” writes Pennyman to 
the lord president, '* 1 hope shortly to pay my composition, and I wish I 
could as easily satisfy your debt, and compound with your lordHhip, as I 
can with the king. But it is a tning iraposMble. My bi'st way, I think, is 
to do like the painter, who, when alter a great deal of pains he could not 
describe the infinite sorrow of a weeping father, presented him oft a table 
with his face covered that the spectators might imagin#that sorrow which 
be was not able to express. My debt, like his sorrow, is hot to be de- 
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iiient, remained with Wentwortlv Peiinyman appears 
to have had careful instructions to write constant ac- 
counts of the children^ and it is interesting to observe 
the sort of details that|were thought likely to prove 
most welcome to their father. Now,” he says, to 
write that news that I have, which I presume will 
be most acceptable, your lordship’s children are all very 
well, and your lordship need not fear the going forward 
of your building, when you have so careful a steward 
as Mrs. Anne. She complained to me very much of 
two rainy days, which, as she said, hinder’d her from 
coming down, and the building from going up, because 
she was inforced to keep her chamber, and could not 
overlook the workmen,” ^ This important little maiden, 
then between three aiid four years old, had certainly 
inherited the spirit of the •Wentworths ! Mr. William 
and Mrs. Anne,” Pennyman writes on another occasion, 
are very well. They were not a little glad to receive 
their tokens, and yet they said, they would be more 
glad to receive your lordship and their worthy mother. 
We s 8 l, with one vote, agreed in their opinion, and 
wished, that your lordship’s occasions might be as swift 
and speedy in their despatch as our thoughts and 
desires are in wishing them.”^ At the commencement 
of 1631, Wentworth's second son was born. This 
child, Thomas Wentworth, after eight months of uncer- 
tain health, died. At about this time the services of 
the lord president sepm to have been urgently required 
in London, and Weston wrote to him entreating his 
immediate presence.^ The health of the lady Arabella, 


Ncribcd, much lesi my thanki and acknowledgmentt. Yet give me leave 
to tell your lordship, that there is not one alive that more honours you 
than your lordship’s most faitliAil and indebted servant*’ — Strt^^d 
Paperst voLI. p.fie. 

* Straffbrd Papers, vol. i. p. 55. 3 ibid. d. 57. 

® I hope," writes the lord treasurer. *• this bearer will nnd you well, 
well disiKMed, and the better, enduring so prudently as 1 hear you do, the 
loM of your younger son. We are glad here to hear you are in so good a 
^per,. and that you receive it as a seasoning of human felicity, which 
God often sends where he loves best ; but you need none of my philosophy j 
and thorefbre ihisis only to remember you of being here in the beginning 
of the term, acconUng to your promise^ and I intceat you to think it no. 
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however, who was again near tfic period of confine- 
ment, was now an object of deep anxiety to Went- 
worth, and he remained with her in Yorkshire. In 
October, a second daughter, the young Arabella, was 
born to him, and within the saAe month, on a Tuesday 
morning, says. Radcliffe, his dear wife, the lady Ara- 
bella died. I Jk took this earl out of bed| and carried 
him to receive his last blessing from her.*' - Went- 
worth deeply felt her loss, and ^ever, at any time, 
through his after life, recalled her beauty, her accom- 
plishments, or her virtue, without the most tender en- 
thusiasm. 

Some days after tliis sad event, Wentworth received 
intelligence from his friend and relation, sir Edward 
Stanhope, of certain intrigues whifch, during his absence, 
had been moving against him in the court at London. 

I received your letter," he writes back, by which 1 
perceive you have me in memory, albeit God hath taken 
from me your noblest cousin, the incomparable woman 
and wife my ( yes shall ever behold. 1 must confess 
this kindness works with me much. After some alhisions 
to Stanhope’s intelligence, he proceeds : Yet truly, I 
cannot believe so ill of the propounders, both because in 
my own nature 1 ^ the man least suspicious alive, 
and that my hep* iells me, 1 never deserved but well 
of them,*!^^^^' / ^'^sing well. It is impossible it should 
be plotted^^v^^^ijjjin ; sure at least impossible I can 
think so; and can be such mi.schief in the world, 

then is this confidence given me a snare by God to 
punish me for my sins yet further, and to draw me yet 
more immediately and singly to look up to him, with- 
out leaving me any thing below to trust or look to. 
The worst sure that can be is, with honour, profit, and 


cessary to make habte. \Vc want you now for your counsol and help in 
many tiiings.V — 60 /'aperr, vul i. p. JJh. 

^ Essay. Mr. Mai.-lJiarniid aiid other writers have fallen into the error 
of suppuKing that she diml alter the birth of the ia^t boy. 

2 Itadch^ here alludes, ** by f//ir carl,” to the boy William, who was 
earl of Stratibrcl when his essay was wiitteii Mr. Jirodle whimsically 
turns It into sir Ocurge Itatchttu carrying VVeiitHortb l^sdf out of bed 
to receive liis wife’s last blessing. Brit. Emp. vol. id. p. ii9. 

VOL. li. B 
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contentment, to set me a little further off from treading 
upon any thing themselves desire, — which grented, 1 
am at the height of my ambitions, brought home to 
enjoy myself and friends, to leave my estate free and 
plentiful to your little cousin, and which is more than 
all this, quietly and in secret to serve »ny ^^ake^, to 
commune with liirn more frequently, more ploii^^bly, 1 
trust, for iny soul than formerly^ ” 

Of short (luratio1:i was this compos' ' attitude of 
mind ! The ink was scarcely dry upon hi lott r when 
he rc-appeared in his court at York, pursued wdth 
startling energy some of his most resolute measures, and 
re-assured his master in London of the invaluable nature 
oF his services, by sundry swellings of the royal revenue. 
Money, the main ncr\v that was to uphold the projected 
system, was still the grar^jl object of Wentworth s care, 
and money he sent to Charles. The revenue, which, on 
his succeeding to the presidency oF York, he had found 
no more in amount than 2()0(V. a year, he ha<l already 
raiserl to an annual return oF f)50()/. - 

StiU, however, intriguers were busy against him, and 
a rumour was conveyed by them to ^\T’ston’s car, that 
he had resolved to use his notoriously growing influence 
with the king, to endeavour to win for himself the staff 
of the lord treasurer. The trusty >VandcsJ|;ord dis- 
covered this, and despatched the intelligence to Went- 
worth. The next courier from Yorkshire brought a 
packet to Weston. “ Let shame and confusion then 
cover me,” ran the characteristic letter it enclosed, '^if 
I do not abhor the intolerable anxiety I well understand 
to wait inseparably upon that staff, if 1 should not take 
a serpent as soon into my bosom, and, — if I once find 
80 mean a thought of me can enter into your heart, as 
that to compass whatever 1 could take most delight in, 
T should go about beguilefully to supplant any ordinary 
man (how much more then impotently to catch at such 
a staff, and from my lord treasurer) — if 1 leave not the 
Cviirt instantly, betake myself to iny private fortune, 
StraS'ord Papers, vol. i. p.61. . ^ lb:d. pp.89, 
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reposedly seek my contentment and quiet within my 
own doors, and follow the dictamen of my own reason 
and conscience, more according to nature and liberty, 
than in those gyves, which no^| pinch and hang upon 
me. Thus you see how easily you may be rid of me 
when you list, and in good faith with a thousand thanks: 
yet be pleased* not to judge this proceeds out of any 
wayward weary humour in me neither ; for, my en- 
deavours are as vigorous and as clieertul to serve the 
crown and you as ever they were, nor shall you ever 
fiiul them to faint or flasquer. 1 am none of those soft 
ered spirits : hut I cannot endure to be mistaken, 
or suffer my purer and more intirc affections to he 
soiled, or in the least degree prejudiceil, Avith the loath- 
some and mlious attributes of covtSiusness and ambitious 
falsehood. Do me but right in*tliis. Judge my watches 
to issue (as in faith they do) from clearer cisterns. I lay 
iny haiul under your foot, I despise danger, I laugh at 
labour. Command me in all difficulties, in all confidence, 
in all readiness. No, no, my lord,” continued VVent- 
wortli, lapsing into the philosophic tone he could a^ume 
so well, “ No, no, my lord! they are those sovereign and 
great duties 1 owe his majesty and your lordship, which 
thus provoke me beyond my own nature rather to leave 
(hose cooler shades, wherein I took choicest pleasure, 
and thus put m).self with you into the heat of the day, 
than poorly and meanly to start aside from n)y obliga- 
tions, convinced in myself of the most wretched ingra- 
titude in the whole world. God knows how little 
delight I take in the outwards of this life, how infinitely 
ill satisfied 1 am with myself, to find daily those cairn 
and quiet retirements, wherein to contemplate some 
things more divine and sacred than this Avorld can afford 
us, atevery moment interrupted thorough the importunity 
of the affairs 1 have already. To heaven and earth I 
protest it, it grieves my very soul !”* Weston’s sus- 
picions, which, ha<l he known Wentworth better, would 
never for a moment have been entcrtainail> could not 

* Strallurd Papers, vol. i. pp 71), 80. 
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t)ut sink before such language* as this ; and the lord 
president's speedy arrival in London^ exploded every 
hostile attempt that still lingered about the court against 
him. f 

Charles was now remodelling his counsels. The ex- 
traordinary success of Wentworth's northern presidency 
had inspired him with new hopes ; his coffers had been 
filled without the hated help of the house of commons ; 
and that prospect of independent authority which he ear- 
nestly entertained, no longer seemed distant or hopeless. 
A conclusion of peace with France and Spain favoured 
the attempt. lie offered lord Wentworth the government 
of Ireland. His favourite scheme was to deliver up the 
three divisions of the. kingdom to the superintendence 
of three favourite ministers, reserving to himself a gene- 
ral and not inactive control over all. Laud was the 
minister for England, and the affairs of Scotland were 
in the hands of the marquess of Hamilton. Ireland, 
accepted by Wentworth, completed the proposed plan. 

The condition of Ireland, at this moment, was in the 
highest degiee difficult and dangerous. From the con- 
quest of Henry the second up to the government of 
Essex and Mountjoy, her history had been a series of 
barbarous disasters. The English settlers, in a succes- 
sion of ferocious conflicts, had depraved themselves 
below the level of the uncivilized Irish ; for, instead of 
diffusing improvement and civilization, they had ob- 
structed both. The system of government was in con- 
sequence become the mere occasional and discretionary 
calling of a parliament by the lord deputy for the time, 
composed entirely of delegates from within the English 
pale, whose duty began and closed in the sanctioning 
some new act of oppression, or the screening some new 
offender from punishment. One glimpse of a more 
beneficial purpose broke upon Ireland in the reign of 
Henry the seventh, during the government of sir Edward 
Poynings, who procured a decree from the parliament, 
that all the Ijws theretofore enacted in England should 
have equal force in Ireland. With the determination 
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of destroying^ at the same time, the discretionary power 
that had been used, of* summoning and dismissing par^ 
liaments at pleasure, and of passing sudden laws for the 
purpose of occasional oppressions, sir Edward Poyn- 
ings procured the enactment «f his famous bill, that 
a parliament should not be summoned above once a 
year in Irelanc^ nor even then, till the py>position8 on 
which it was to decide had been seen and approved by 
the privy council of England, ^ut the native Irish 
chiefs had been too fiercely hardened in their savage 
distrust of the English to reap any advantage from these 
measures. They retreated to their fastnesses, and only 
left them to cover the frontier with outrage and blood- 
shed. 

Lord Mont joy at last subdif^d them, released the 
peasantry from their control, and framed a plan of im- 
partial government. In the dburse of the ensuing reign 
new settlements of English were accordingly formed, 
the rude Irish customs were discountenanced, the laws of 
England every where enforced, courts of judicature es- 
tablished after the English model, and representatives 
from every part of the kingdom summoned to tlfe par- 
liament. When England herself, however, began to groan 
under oppressions, Ireland felt them still more heavily, 
and was flung back with a greater shock. The arbitrary 
decrees of Charles’s privy council, military exactions, 
and martial law, were strangling the liberties of Ireland 
in their very birth. Bitter, too, in its aggravation of 
other grievances, was Irish theological discord. The large 
majority of papists, the sturdy old protestants of the 
pale, the new settlers of James, presbyterians, and puri- 
tans, — all were in nearly open warfare, and the penal- 
ties enforced against recusants were equally hateful to 
all . The rigoui* of the church courts, anr| the exaction 
of tithes, kept up these discontents by constant exas- 
peration. 

Such was the state of affairs when Charles sent lord 
Falkland to Dublin. His lordship soon found that 

s 3 • 



262 


BRITISH STATESMEN. 


his government was little more than the name of one. 
The army had gradually sunk *to 1350 foot and 200 
horse ; which mean force, divided into companies, was 
commanded by privy counsellors, who, managing to 
secure their own pay ou' of the receipts of the exchequer, 
compounded with the privates for a third or fourth 
part of the government allowance! Insignificant in 
numbers, such management had rendered the soldiers 
ten times more inefijcient, and, utterly wanting in spirit 
or comluct, often, indeed, the mere menial servants of 
the officers, they excited only contempt. Over and over 
again lord Falkland detailed this state of things to 
Charles, and prayed for assistance ; but the difficulties 
in England, and the deficiencies in the Irish revenue, 
united to withhold i^. At last, however, warned by 
imminent dangers that threatened, the king announced 
his resolution to augment’the Irish forces to 5000 foot 
and 500 horse, and, unable to supply the necessary 
charge from an empty treasury, he commanded the new 
levies to be quartered on the different towns and coun- 
ties, each of which was to receive a certain portion of 
the troops, for three months in turn, and to supply them 
with the required necessaries. Alarmed by this project, 
— and justly considering a great present sacrifice, with 
some chance of profit, better than to be burthened with 
a tax of horrible uncertainty, which yet gave them no 
reasonable reliance for the future, — the Irish people in- 
stantly offered the king a liberal voluntary contribution, 
on condition of the redress of certain grievances. Ca- 
tholics and protestants concurred in this, and delegates 
from both parties laid the proposal before the king 
himself, in London. The money they offered first ; in 
the shape of a voluntary contribution of 100,000/., the 
largest sum §ver yet returneil by Ireland, and to be paid 
by instalments of 10,000/. a quarter. Their list of 
grievances they produced next ; desiring relief from the 
exactions of courts of justice, from military depreda- 
tions, from trade monopolies, from the religious penal 
statutes, from^ retrospective inquiries into defective titles 
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beyond a period of sixty years ^,»and, finally^ praying 
that the concessions should be coniirnned by an Irish 
parliament. Some of these conditions were intolerable 
to Charles. A parliament was at all times hateful to 
him, and scarcely less convenitnt than the absence of 
parliaments, to a prince who desired to be absolute, was 
the privilege increasing the royal revenue, and oblig- 
ing the minions of royalty, by discovering old flaws in 
titles. Glorious had been the opportunity of escheating 
large possessions to the crown, or of passing them over 
to new proprietors ! Yet here was a present offer of 
money, an advantage not to be foieborne — whereas, so 
convenient was (Hiarles's moral code, an assent to ob- 
noxious matters was a thing to be withdrawn at the first 
convenient opportunity, and evaded at any time. The 

graces,” as the concessions were called, were accord, 
ingly promised to be accedc^l to; instalments of the 
money were paid ; and writs weie issued by lord Falk- 
land for a parliament. 

The joyful anticipations raised in consequence soon 
received a check. The writs were declared void by the 
Englisli council, in consequence of the provisions of 
Poynings’s law ‘ not having been attended to by lord 
Falkland, who was proved to have issued the writs on 
his own authority, without having previously transmitted 
to England a certificate of the laws to be brought forward 
in the proposed parliament, with reasons for enacting 
them, and then, as he ought to have done, waited for 
his majesty's licence of permission under the great seal. 
Still the people thought this a casual error, and they 
waited in confidence of its remedy. The Roman ca- 
tholic party, meanwhile, encouraged by the favourable 
reception of their delegates at court, and elated by a con- 
fidence of protection from the queen, proceeded to act 
at once in open defiance of the penal statutes. They 
seized churches for their own worship, thronged the 

> It had been usual to dispossess propriet^ors of estates, for deferts in 
their tenures as old as the original conquest of Irelrind ! No nuui was 
secure at his own hearth-stone. See Iceland, vol. ii. pp. 46d— 4tiS. 

'•> These prnviainns had received additional ratihcii^iuii by subsequent 
statutes, the 3d andlth of Philip and Mary. 

S 4 
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str.eets of Dublin niith their processions^ erected an 
Academy for the religious instruction of their youths and 
reinforced their clergy by supplies of young priests from 
the colleges of France and Spain. The extreme alarm 
of the protestants at thtse manifestations^ induced lord. 
Falkland at last to issue a proclamation^ prohibiting the 
Roman cathojic clergy from exercising any control over 
the people, and from celebrating their worshiji in public. 
TJie Roman catholiQr*^ incensed at this step^ now cla- 
moured for the promised graces and parliament; the 
protestants had too many reasons to join them in the 
demand ; and both parties united in declaring that pay- 
ment of the contribution^ under present circumstances, 
was an intolerable burthen. In vain lord Falkland 
offered to accept the pi^yment in instalments of .5000/., 
instead of 10,000/., a year ; the discontents daily in- 
creased, and, in the end,’' drove the lord deputy from 
power. Lord Falkland, the object of censure that 
should have fallen elsewhere, returned to England. 

A temporary administration, consisting of two lords 
justices; the one, lord chancellor, viscount Ely, and the 
other, lord high treasurer, the earl of Cork ; was formed. 
Jioth these noblemen were zealously opposed to the 
Roman catholics, and instantly, without waiting the 
king's orders, commenced a rigorous execution of the 
penal statutes agiynst recusants. An intimation from 
England of the royal displeasure, threw some shadow 
over these proceedings, but not till the opposition they 
had strengthened had succeeded in suppressing the 
academy and religious houses which had been erected 
by the Roman catholics in Dublin. To complete the 
difficulties of the present state of affairs, the termina- 
tion of the voluntary contribution now fast approached, 
and the temper of all parties left any hope of its re- 
newal more than desperate. 

Imminent, then, was the danger which now beset the 
government of Ireland. Without the advantage of in- 
ternal strength, it had no prospect of external aid. The 
treasury in England could not afford a farthing to in- 
crease the army, the money de^signed for that purpose 
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had been swallowed up in more Immediate necessities^ 
and the army sank dafly inio the most miserable ineffi- 
ciency. Voluntary supply was out of the question^ and 
compulsory exactions^ without the help oi soldiers^ still 
more ridiculously vain. In th^enius of the lord presi- 
dent of the norths Charles had one hope remaining.^ 
Wentworth •received his commission ^n the early 
months of l6'32. «He resolved to defer his departure^ 
however, till he had informed hinuelf fully of the state 
of his government, and fortified himself with all the 
authorities that should be needful. The energy, the 
prudence, the various powers of resource, with which 
he laboured to this end, are only to be appreciated by 
an examination of the original documents, which still 
remain in evidence of all.^ lihey were most extra- 
ordinary. The first thing he did was to procure an 
order from the king, in restriction of the authority of the 
government of lonls justices, during his own absence 
from Dublin. In answer, then, to various elaborate 
congratulations from the officers of the Irish govern- 
ment, he sent back cold, but peremptory, requ^ts for 
information of their various departments. The trea- 
sury necessities, and means of supply, were his primary 
care. The lords justices declared that the only possible 
resource, in that respect, was to levy rigorously the 
penalties imposed by statute on the Roman catholics, 
for absence from public worship. The cabinet in Lon- 
don, powerless of expedient, saw no chance of avoiding 
this, when lord Cottington received from York one of 
Wentworth’s vigorous dispatches. 

> Ample authorities for this rapid summary of Irish affairs will be found 
in Leland's History, vol. ii. p. 107. to the end, and vul. iii. pp. 1—10 ; 
edition ot 17S-'1. 1 have also availed myself of Mr. Mac Diarmid’s account. 
Lives of British Statesmen, vol. ii. pp. 125—13$. 

* See the Straffonl Papers, vol I. pp. fil— 97. 

3 Id. ibid. p. 63. After intimating to the lords justices Wentworth's 
appointment, the royal order proceeds:—** We have, therefore, in the 
mean time thought fit hereby to require you not to pass any pardons, 
offices, laqds, or church livings by grant under our great seal of that our 
kingdom ; nor to confer the honour of knighthood upon any, or to disp^ 
of any company of horse or foot there: only you are required in this in- 
terim to look to the ordinary administration of civil justice, and to the good 
government of our subjects and army there. '* * 
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"Now, my lord,”* reasoned the new lord deputy, 

I am not ignorant that what hath been may happen 
out again, and how much every good Englishman ought, 
as well in reason of state as conscience, to desire that 
kingdom were well reduced to conformity of religion 
with us here — as, indeed, shutting up the postern gate, 
hitherto opeiv to many a dangerous incctivenience and 
mischief, .vdiicli have over-lately laid too near us, ex- 
iiaudVed our treasur«.i, consumed our men, busied the 
perplexed minds of her late majesty and all her ministers. 
Yet, my lord, it is a great business, hath many a root 
lying deep, and far within ground ; which would be 
first thoroughly opened before we judge what height it 
may shoot up unto, when it shall feel itself once struck 
at, to be loosened and gulled up ; nor, at this distance, 
can I advise it should be at all attempted, until the pai/- 
unent for the Icing* (f army be elsewhere and surelier settled, 
than either upon the voluntary gift of the subjects, or 
upon the casual income of the twelvepenve a Sunday. 
Before this fruit grows ripe for gathering, the army 
must not live prrecario, fetching in every morsel of bread 
upon their swords’ points. Nor will I so far ground 
iijyyclf with an implicit faith upon the all-foreseeing 
providence of the earl of Cork, as to receive the contrary 
opinion from him in verbo magistri ; when I am sure 
that if such a rush as this should set that kingdom in 
pieces again, I must be the man that am like to bear 
the heat of the day, and to be also accountable for the 
success, not he. Blame me not, then, where it concerns 
me so nearly, both in honour and safety, if I much 
rather desire to hold it in auspence, and to be at liberty 
upon the place to make my own election, than thus be 
closed up by the choice and admission of strangers, whom 
I know not, how they stand affected, either to me or the 
king^s service. Therefore let me beseech you to consult 
this business seriously with his majesty and with my 
lord treasurer. Admit me here, with all submission, to 
express my^lf upon this point ; and finally, be pleased 
to draw it to some present resolution, which, the short- 
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ness of time considered^ must instantly be put in action. 
1 do conceive, then, wliat difficulties, nay, what impossi- 
VUty soever, the council of Ireland hath pretended, that 
it 18 a very easy work to continue the contribution upon 
the country for a year longed, which will he of infinite 
advantage to his majesty s affairs ; for we look very ill 
about us, if iifithat time we find not the means either to 
establish that revenue in the crown, or raise some other 
equivalent thereunto. And this He gain, too, without 
hazarding the public peace of the subject by any new 
apprehensions, which commonly accompany such fresh 
undertakings, especially being so general as is the twelve- 
pence upon the absentees." The despatch then went 
on to suggest, that the very representations of the lords 
justices might be used for the pu<i^)oseof dispensing with 
their propositions, — and to jlraw out, for the instruc- 
tion of the council, a succinct plan of effecting this.^ 

Distrustful, notwithstanding, of the energy of Cot* ** 
tington and his associates, Wentworth followed his des- 
patch in person, arrived in London-, prevailed with the 
council to enter into his design, and had a letter^mme- 
diately sent off to the lords justices, bitterly complaining 
of all the evils they had set forth, of the impossibility 
of raising voluntary supplies, and the consequent neces- 
sity of exacting the penalties. Seeing," added the 
king, by Wentworth’s dictation, " Seeing you conceive 
there is so much difficulty in the settlement of the pay- 
ments, and considering the small hopes you mention in 
your letters of further improvement there, we must be 
constrained, if they he not freely and thankfully con- 
tinued, to strengthen our former graces vouchsafed during 
those contributions, and make use more strictly of our 
legal rights and profits to be employed for so good and 
necessary a work." Leaving this letter, with other 
secret instructions, to work their effects, Wentworth 

* See Straflbnl Papers, vol. i. pp. 75—77. 

* This Is evident from a subsequent (lesp.itch to Cottington, in which he 

reminds him that the resolution 1 am almiit to describe was taken finally 

** in presence of the treasurer, your lordship, the secretary Cooke, and my- 
ielf.*' Vol.Lp.74. ^ 
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qext despatched a private and confidential agent to Ire- 
land, himself a Roman catholic^ to represent to his 
brethren personally, and in secret, the lord deputy's 
regard for them, his willingness to act as a mediator, 
and his hope that a ihoderate voluntary contribution 
might be accepted in release of their heavy fines ; — in 
one word, ha sent this person “ a littte to feel their 
pulse underhand." ^ The instrument 1 employed," 
Wentworth afterwar^Is wrote to Cottington, “ was him- 
self a papist, and knows no other than that the resolu- 
tion of the state here is set upon that course [of exacting 
the recusant fines], and that 1 do this privately, in 
favour and well-wishing, to divert the present storm ; 
which else would fall heavy upon them all ; being a 
thing framed and piUsecuted by the earl of Cork; 
which makes the man labour it in good earnest, taking 
it to be a cause pro aris et focis,** The first thing this 
agent discovered and communicated to his employer, was 
that his temporary representatives, the lords justices, 
were seeking to counteract his purpose, and had utterly 
neglected the instmctions of the last letter that had been 
despatched to them from the king. With characteristic 
energy, Wentworth seized this incident for a double 
purpose of advantage. 

There would be little hazard in supposing that their 
Iqrdships of Ely and Cork were indebted to the extra- 
ordinary letter from which 1 shall quote the opening 
passages, for the strongest sensation their official lives 
had known. Your lordships," wrote Wentworth, 

heretofore received a letter from his majesty, di- 
rected to yourselves alone, of the 14th April last; a 
letter of exceeding much weight and consequence ; a 
letter most weightily and maturely consulted, and or- 
dered by his majesty himself ; a letter that your lord- 
ships were expressly appointed you should presently 
cause to be entered in the council book, and also in the 
signet office ; to the end there might be public and 
uniform notice taken of his majesty’s pleasure so signi- 
fied by all hj& ministers, and others there, whom it 
* See Straflbrd Papers, vol. L pp. 73, 74. 
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niip;ht concern. How is then^ that I understand 
this letter hath, by your lordships’ order, lain ever since 
(and still doth, for anything 1 know) sealed up in 
silence at the council table ? Not once published or 
entered, as was precisely direcfled, and expected from 
your lordships ! copies denied to all men ! and yet not 
so much as tht^least reason or colour certified over hither 
for your neglect, or (to term it more mildly) forbear- 
ance, to comply with his majesty’sidirections in that be- 
half ! Believe me, my lords, I fear this will not be well 
taken, if it come to be known on this side, and in itself 
lies open enough to very hard and ill construction, re- 
flecting and trenching deeper than at first may be appre- 
hended. pardon me, my lorda, if in the dheharge 

of my own duty I he transported d^eyond my natural mo^ 
desty and moderation, and th^ respects I personally hear 
your lordships, plainly to let you know I shall not connive at 
such a presumption in you, thus to evacuate my masters 
directions ; nor contain myself in silence, seeing them 
before my face so slighted, or at least laid aside, it seems, 
very little regarded. Therefore I must, in a ji^t con- 
templation of his majesty's honour and wisdom, crave 
leave to advise you forthwith to mend your error by 
entering and publishing that letter as is commanded 
you, or I must, for my own safety, acquaint his majesty 
with all ; and I pray God the keeping it close all this 
while, be not, in the sequel, imputed unto you as a 
mighty disservice to his majesty, and which you may 
be highly answerable for.” * The next communication 
from his popish agent, informed Wentworth that the 
omissions complained of had been repaired, and, further, 
that all parties had agreed to continue on the contri- 
bution as now it is,” till his coming. The deputy was 
thus left to complete, without embarrassment, his already 
meditated financial projects ; and the lords justices, with 
their friends, had leisure to consider, and amene them, 
selves to, the new and most peremptory lord, who was 
shortly to appear amongst them ! 

* Ijti-aflTord ?a\)cr«i, vol. i. p. 77. * 
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Ireland was hereaft&r to be the scene of an absolute 
government, — the government of'a comprehensive mind, 
but directed to a narrow and mistaken purpose. The 
first grand object of Wentworth's exertions, was to be 
accomplished in rendei^ng the kings power uncon- 
trollable. Beyond this other schemes arose. The 
natural advaivtages of Ireland, worked to* the purpose of 
her own revenue, might be further pressed to the aid 
of the English treasury, — and a scheme of absolute 
power successfully established in Ireland, promised still 
greater service to the royalist side in the English 
struggle. 

'J'he union of singular capacity with the most deter- 
mined vigour which characterized every present move- 
ment of Wentworth, ydnlc it alieady, in itself, seemed 
a forecast of vast though indefinable success, loft the 
king no objection to urge against any of the powers 
he demanded. The following stipulations were at once 
assented to. They arc all characteristic of Wentworth, 
of his sagacity no less than his ambition. They open 
with ^{le evident assumption .that the debts of the 
Irish establishment will soon he settled, and with conse- 
quent cautious exceptions against the rapacity of those 
numerous courtiers, who waited, as Wentworth well 
knew, to pounce upon the tirst vacant oflice, or even 
the first vacant shilling, Tlie lord deputy demanded — 
Tliat his majesty may declare his express }>leasure, 
that no Irish suit, by way of reward, be moved for by 
any of his servants, or others, before the ordinary re- 
venue there become able to sustain the necessary charge 
of that crown, and tlte debts thereof be fully cleared. — 
That there be an express caveat entered with the secre- 
taries, signet, privy-seal, and great seal here, tliat no 
grant of what nature soever, concerning Ireland, be suf- 
fered to pass till the deputy be made acquainted, and 
it hath first passed the great seal of that kingdom, ac- 
cording to the usual manner. — That his majesty signify 
his pleasure, that especial care be taken hereafter, that 
sufficient and dedible persons be chosen to supply such 
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bishopricks as shall ftill void, to be admitted of his privy 
council, to sit as judges, and serve of his learned council 
there ; that he will vouchsafe to hear the advice of his 
deputy before he resolve of any in these cases ; and that 
the deputy be commanded to itfform his majesty truly 
and impartially, of every man’s particular diligence and 
care in his ser\*ice there, to the end his enajesty may 
timely and graciously reward the well deserving, by 
calling them home to better p'*efeftnents here, — That 
* no particular complaint of injustice or oppression be 
admitted here against any unless it appear the party 
made his first address to the deputy. — That no confirm- 
ation of any reversion of offices within that kingdom be 
had, or any new grant of a reversion hereafter to pass. 
— That no new office be erected^vithin that kingdom 
before such time as the deputj^be therewith acquainted, 
his opinion first required, and certified back accord- 
ingly. — That the ]>laces in the deputy’s gift, as 
well of the civil as the martial list, be left freely to his 
dispose ; and that his majesty will be graciously pleased 
not to pass them to any upon suit made unt% him 
here.*’ • 

Lord Wentworth further required and obtained, in 
the shape of supplementary private propositions, the 
following : — 

“ Tliat all propositions moving from the deputy 
touching matters of revenue may be directed to the lord 
treasurer of England, without acquainting the rest of 
the committee for Irish affairs.^ — ^i"hat the address 
of all other dispatches for that kingdom be, by special 
direction of his majesty, applied to one of the secretaries 


1 I have alreiuly alluded to the limitation under which this pro|>oflition 
was armlfd to tiy the kiiu. Charles was t» make the grants roiiditionally 
to the applicants, and Wentworth was to concede or refuse them as tiin 
g<MKl of the service required. “ Yet so too,” stipulated the king, “ as 1 
inay have thanks howsoever ; that if there be any thing to bo denied, you 
inav do it, not 1 ’’ — Htf^jgbrd Paptrs, \oI, i. p. 14U. 

Reasons are subjoined to each proimsitiun. As a specimen I quoto 
from the few lines appended to the almve ; — " Thus shall his majesty’s 
profits go more stilly and speedily to their ends without being unseasonably 
vented as they pass along ; and the deputy not only fireserved but eiicour. 
ag^ to deliver nis opinion freely and plainly upon all ocofiions, when he Is 
assured to have it kept secret and in few and safe hands." 
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^ngly. 1 — That the lord ^scount Falkland be required 
to deliver in writing in what condition he conceives his 
majesty’s revenue and the government of that kingdom 
now stands together with a particular of such designs 
for advancing his maje^y’s service, as were either un- 
^ begun 0^ unperfected by him when he left the place, 
as also his a^lvice how they may be best pursued and 
effected.” 

Not even content ^ith these vast and extraordinary 
powers and precautions, lord Wentworth engaged for 
another condition — the most potent and remarkable of 
all — that he was to consider them changeable on the 
^ spot whenever the advancement of his m^esty's affairs 
required. Your lordship may rest assured,” writes 
secretary Cooke, thxt no mec^tion shall prevail witlf 
his majesty to exempt the lord Balfour from the rest of 
the opposers of the contributions, but that he will be 
left with the rest to the censure of your justic 9 . And 
I am persuaded, that in this and all the rest of your 
proceelHngs for his service, his princely resolution will 
suppd^t you, if the rest of your friends here do their 
duties in their true representation thereof unto him. 
As ^ur speedy passage for Ireland is most necessary 
for that government, so*ybur safety concerneth his ma- 
jesty’s honour no less than your own. It is therefore 
found reasonable, that you expect captain Plumleigh, 
who, with this fair weather, will come about in a short 
time, (so as it may be hoped) he will prevent your 
coming to that port, where you appoint to come aboard. 
Your instructiarls {amyou know) as well as the estab^ 
lishment are changeMe upon occasions for advancement 
of the affairs. And as you will be careful not to 
change without cause, so when you find it necessary, 
his majesty will conform them by his wisdom to that 
he findeth fit upon your advice. For my service in any 
thing that may tend to further your noble ends, besides 

‘ “ This 1 will have clone by secretary Cooke,” so written by the king 
ii:niseli upon the f^*'iginul paper. 
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the duty of my pladfe and trust> fhe confidence you re- 
pose in me^ and the teStimony you give thereof^, are so 
obligatory, that I must forget myself much, if you find 
not my professions made good. For the Y orkshire busi. 
ness, in the castigation of thole mad men and fools > 
which are so apt to fall upon you, that course which 
yourself, the lord Cottington, and Mr. atfprney resolve 
upon, is here also taken, that prosecution may be made 
in both courts. I find your vi«?-president a young 
man of good understanding and counsellable, and very 
forward to promote his majesty's service.^ The secre- 
tary is also a discreet well-tempered man.”** 

Wentworth, notwithstanding his new dignities, had 

' These “mad men and fools” were “sir John Bouchier and his com. 
plices,” who soon received thctrmo&l uiijuiOjudgment. This passage will 
serve to prove the value of Wentworth’s answer to this matter, also urged 
against him atterwanls on his impcaclnncnt. “ For the sentence against 
sir John Bouchicr, the defendant was not at all acquainted with it, being 
then in Ireland ! " — See ]{u$hwortht vol. ii. p IGI. It is to be observed al 
the same time that the commons had not the advantage of the present evi- 
dence. 

Edward Osborne had been finally chosen by Wentworth. A lyissage 
in the following extract from a letter of sir William Penny man’s shows 
that the lat ^er had been previously thought of for the office : — “ My servart 
can best satisfy your lordship of the goiNi health of Mr. \N illiain Mrs 
Anne, for he saw them both before his journey ; tbev have been wry well, 
and I trust will continue so 1 am most willing, I wish ] could say able 
too, to be your lordship’s vice-president, but the defect of this must be 
supplied with the surplusage of the other.** 

* Sitratford Papers, vol. i p. PS The '^allusion to lord Balfour, witli 
which the above dexpatch opens, remiires explanation. Wentworth, who 
had already iio<«sesscd himself of the most intimate knowledge of the 
state of parties and dixputos in his new governiiicnt, had written thus 
some days before to Cooke; — “ I have sent here likewise unto you a 
letter trom the lords justices, together with all the examinations taken 
of the lord Balfour, and the rest which refused the contribution in the 
county of Fermanagh, all which you will find plainly how busy the 
aheriif and sir William Cole have tieen in mutinying the country against 
the king’s service : and 1 beseech you acquaint his majesty therewithal, 
and for the rest leave it to me when I C^e on the other side, and 
believe me, 1 will teach both them and othen better grounds of duty and 
obedience to his majesty than they have shown in this wanton and saucy 
boldness of theirs. And so much the more careful must we be to cor. 
rect this peccant humour in the first beginnings, in regard thi^ is a 
great revenue, which his majesty’s affairs cannot subsist without ; so that 
we must either continue that to the crown, or get something from that 
people, of as much value another way ; wherein 1 conceive it most nectt. 
sary to proceed most severely in the punishment of this ofTence, which will 
•till all men else for a many vears after; and, therefore, if the king or 
yourself conceive otherwise, help me in time, or else I shall be sure to lay 
ft on them soundly. My lord Balfour excuseth his fault, and will certainly 
make means to his majesty for favour, vf herein under correction^ if hit mom 
je^y intend to prosecute the red, / conceive it is clearly best for the service 
to leave him entirely to run a cpmmonfortwu, as he i^in a common caae 
with the rest of those delinquents.” Papers; vol. L p^ 87. 
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resolved not to resign the 'presidency of Yorkshire. 
And here we see^ in the midst of his extraordinary 
preparations for his Irish government, he had yet found 
time to prosecute every necessary measure that had a 
view to the security of, his old powers in the north. 
We gather from this letter of the secretary their general 
character, celebrated his departure by some acts 
of vigorous power, and he wrung from the council of 
London such ampli^pations even of his large and un- 
usual presidential commission, as might compensate for 
the failure of personal influence and energy consequent 
on his own departure. i He pressed more especially for 


> The obtaining of such acommiMion formed one of the articles of his 
after impeachment, and his answer was, that he had never sat as president 
after the articles were ftamccj Rut he did not deny that the power they 
vested was excrcise<l by his virc-|ircsident. on the lord.prcsident's behalf, 
and conscciucntly with the full responsibility of the latter. His instni. 
mentality in obtaining these instrir^tions, indeed, was not directly proved ; 
but it was proved that on one occasion ** the president fell upon his knees 
and desired his majesty to enlarge his powers, or that he might have leave 
to go home and lay his bones in his own cottage.” —/{tfrAuxar/A, vol. ii. 
p. 161. Thecommission was granted immediately after. Its most terrible 
article was that which in every case, in distinct terms, wrested from the 
subject the privilege of protection in Westminster Hall, and cut him off 
from any share in the rights, fioor and confined as they were, of the rest of 
his lellif / subjects. During Wentworth's absence in Ireland, one judge of 
the exchequer, Vernon, dared to move in defiance of these monstrous re- 
.drictions. The lord deputy instantly wrote to Cottington, describeil Ver. 
noil’s conduct, and thus proceeded : — . If this were not a goodly example 
in the face of a country living under the government of the president and 
council, for the re.spcct and obedience due to the authority set over them 
by his majesty, of that awful reverence and duty which wc all owe to his 
majesty’s declared good will and pleasure under the great seal, 1 am much 
mistaken. I do, therefore, most humbly beseech this judge may be con. 
vented at the council board, and charged with these two great misdemea. 
nors ; which if he deny, 1 pray you say openly in council 1 am the person 
will undertake to prove them against him, and withal affirm that by these 
strange extravagant courses he distracts his majesty’s government and 
afiairs more than ever he will lie of use unto them, and that, therefore, I 
am a most earnest suitor to his majesty and their lordships, that he be not 
admitted to go that circuit hereafter ; and, indeed, I do most eamestiy be- 
seech his majesty by you, that we may be trmhl^ no more with such a 
peevish indiscreet piece qf flesh. I confess I disdain to see the gotunmen tn 
this sort hang their noses over the flowers qf Vie crown, blinu and snmSfe 
upon them, till they take both scent and beauty qff' them i or to have them 
put suck a prejudice upon all other sorts qf men, as if none were aide or 
worthy to he intrusted with honour and administreUion of justice but them~ 
selves.'* This is surely a characteristic betrayal of Wentworth’s interest 
in the )H>wers of the new commission ! Some difficulties appear to have 
boon encountered in the way of the course he proposed against this judge, 
for wc find him at a subsequent date writing thus to the lord treasurer 
“ If Mr. justice Vernon be cither removed or amended in his circuit, I am 
very well content, being by mo only considered as he is in relation to bis 
majesty’s service in those parts,— the gentleman otherwise unknown to me 
by injury or bene&.*’— Sec Stre^ffbrd Papers, v(A i. pix 1S9. S9& 
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the settlement of a dispute with lord Faulconberg by a 
peremptory punishment* of the latter : for this you 
know^’* he wrote to the secretary, is a public business, 
and myself being to leave this government for a while, 
desirous to settle and establish tips council in their just 
powers and credits, which is fit for the king’s service, 
would fain see ourselves righted upon this arrogant lord, 
and so discipline all the rest upon his shoulders, as I 
might well hope they should exef'ciseJJhcir jurisdiction in 
peace during the time of my absence f ^ Lord Went- 
wortli’s fiercest prosecution of apparent personal re- 
sentments was, in all cases, the simple carrying out of 
that despotic principle in its length and breadth, and 
with reference to its ulterior aims, which had become 
the very law of his being. In tl^s point of view only 
can they be justly or intelligibly considered. The 
cruelties associated with the* name now about to be 
introduced, have their exaggeration, or their excuse, ac- 
cording as the feelings of the reader may determine— 
but, at all events, have their rational and philosophical 
solution — in this point of view alone. 

The lord MountnoA'is held at this time the oflice of 
vice-treasurer, which in effect was that of treasurer of 
Ireland. Clarendon observes of him, “ He was a man 
of great industry, activity, and experience in the affairs 
of Ireland, having raised himself from a very private 
mean condition (having been an inferior servant to lord 
Chichester) to the degree of a viscount, and a privy 
counsellor, and to a very ample revenue in lands and 
offices j and had always, by servile flattery and sordid 
application, wrought himself into trust and nearness 
with all deputies at their first entrance upon their 
charge, informing them of the defects and oversights of 
their predecessors ; and after the determination of their 
commands and return into England, informing the 

1 A note subjoined to this is too characteristic to be omitted ; — There 
is like to be a good fine gotten of him [lord Faulconberg] for the king, 
which, considering the manner qf his Me, were wondcrous ill lost; and lost 
it wUl be, if I be not here : therefore 1 pray you let me have my directions 
with all possible speed.** • 

T 2 
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;5tate here, and those enemies they usually contracted in 
that timCj of whatsoeTcr they had done or suffered to be 
done amiss ; whereby they eitfier suffered disgrace or 
damage, as socn a", they were recalled froni those 
honours. In this nr.nner he began with his own 
master, the lord (Chichester; and continued the same 
arts upon th» lord Grandison, and the lord Falkland, 
who succeeded ; and, upon that s6ore, procured admis- 
sion and trust with ^e earl of Strafford, upon his first 
admission to that goverment.” * Thisjs quoted here, for 
the purpose of introducing a letter of Wentworth’s, 
wdiich was written at abouf this time, and which appears 
to me not only to corroborate Clarendon’s account, but 
(in opposition to those who have urged, as Mr. Rrodie 
that Wentworth bo^^an his official connection with 
Mountnorris, by courting” the latter) to give at the 
same time the noble vice-treasurer and informer-general 
fair warning, of the character and intentions of the lord 
deputy he had thereafter to deal with. Mountnorris 
had previously allied himself with Wentworth by mar- 
riagc^,with a near relative of his deceased wife, the lady 
Arabella. I was not a little troubled,” runs AVent- 
wmrth's letter, ^^when iny servant, returning from Dublin, 
brought back with him the inclosed, together witli the 
certainty of your lordship’s yet abode at AA^est-Chester. 
I have hereupon instantly despatched this footman, 
expressly to find you out ; and to solicit you, most 
earnestly, to pass yourself over on the other side : for 
besides that the monies which I expect from you 
(which I confess you might some other ways provide 
for), tlie customs there, you know how loose they lie ; 
our only confidence here being in you." Several other 
details are pressed with great earnestness. There- 
fore," he continues, for the love of God, linger no 
longer, but leaving your lady with my lady Cholmon- 
deley, in case her present estate will not admit her to 
pass along witli you, — 1 will, God willing, not fail to 

1 Hist. €f Rebellion, rol 1. p. 175. 

s Hist of Bnt Empire, t6L Ui. p. 7C. 
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wait on her ladyship over myself^ and deliver her safe 
to you at Dublin : — tht^raiher for that to tell your lord- 
ship plainly, which 1 beseech you keep very private to 
yourself, it will be impossible for me to desj'atch the 
king’s business, and my own, a]|d get hence before the 
end of November at the soonest. jMy loid Ilanelagh 
will be here, l«believc, within this day or^wo ; afid, in 
regard of his and my lord Dungarvan's being here 
before, I hold it fit to comniunica^ with your lordship 
tile occasion, which is this, — that there being a propo- 
sition made to me for a marriage with my lord of Cork's 
daughter^, I, that had no "thought such a way, did 
nevertheless move a match, betwixt the young lord and 
my lord Cliffoid’s daughter, uhich was hy them ac- 
cepted; and so he comes now, I Relieve, to treat fuither 
of this matter with my loid Clifford. But this I must 
entreat you to keep private • with this, that albeit the 
house of Cumberland is to me, as all the world knows 
that knows me, in next esteem to my own family, yet 
be you well assured, this alliance shall not decline me 
from those more sovereign duties 1 owe my master, 
or those other faiths 1 owe my other friends." * Some 
expressions of courtesy arc then followed by this re- 
markable passage. ‘‘ Jt h enough mtd iimong^tt honest 
men ; and you may easily believe me ; but look you, be 
secret and true to me, and that no suspicion posaess you; 

> This ]<i(lv, whom Wentivorth for excellent reasons lieclincd marrying, 
an(.Tward> iiiarru'd (^eor^e <iuriiig, son of the earl of Xorwieh. This was 
the lord depntv'ii inanagenient. Some eight or nine months after he writes 
to the earl ot Carlisle: — '* Young Mr. (soring is gone to travel, liaving run 
himself out 80(,()/ , wliieli he purposeth to redeem by his frugality abroad, 
unless inv lord of Cork can be ludurcd to put to his helping li.-ind, which I 
have updertuken to solicit (or him the be^t I can, and bhali do it witli all 
tlic power and care my credit and wit shall anywise suggest unto me. In 
the ineaiitiinc his lady is gone Co the bath to put hcrselt in state to be got 
with child, and when all things arc prc|iarcd, she is like to want the prin- 
cipal guest. Was ever willing creature so disaptKiinted :* In truth it is 
Homclhiiig ominous, if you mark it, yet all may do well enough, if her 
father will be persuaded, and then if sne be not us well clone to as any of 
her kin, Mr. Goring looseth a friend of me for ever. You may Miy now, if 
you will, 1 put a shrewd task upon a young man, there being no better 
stuff to work upon ; but it is the mi t* charity in us that wisli it, and the 
most of all in him that shall perform it en turn et gmlil vawdifr.'^ Such, 
1 mav remark, is the (to him unu^u il) tone of levity, whic^ he seldom 
faded to employ in writing to this c ri of Carlisle, whukc wife, the famous 
countess, had secretly become his m stresa This ea^ died in ItiSn. llie 
countess will hP spoken of shortly. Sue also Straflbia Ripcrs, vol. n. p. 1]9, 
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which else in time ma'g turn tohothour disadvantages. Foi 
Ixod’s sake my lord^ let me again press your departufi 
for Ireland. And let me have 2000/. of my entertain- 
ment^ sent me over with all possible speed ; for I have 
'^entered fondly enough on a purchase here of 14,000/. 
and the want of that would very foully disappoint me.” 
It is clear Jo me in this, that Wentworth had re- 
solved, from the first, to watch Mountnorris narrowly, 
and, on the earliest intimation of any possible renewal 
of his old treacheries, to crush him and them for ever. 

Lady Mountnorris would possibly be startled in hear- 
ing from her lord, that the sorrowing widower of the 
lady Arabella was already speaking of the negotiation 
of another marriage. The entire truth would have 
startled her still mom'. Lord Wentworth had at this 
very time, though a year had not passed since the death 
of his last wife, whom he appears to have loved with 
fervent and continuing affection, married Elizabeth, 
the daughter of sir Godfrey Rhodes, privately'* Such 
is the statement of sir George Radcliffe. 

Siiyie Radcliffe wrote, however, some curious letters 
relating to this marriage have been discovered in the 
Thoresby museum. Sir George says that the marriage 
took place in October. I am now about to quote a 
letter which bears the date of October in the same year 
(the 80th), and which goes to prove that, supposing 
the statement in question correct, Wentworth must 
have sent the lady off to a distance from himself im- 
mediately after the cerefnony. Nor is this the only 
singular circumstance suggested by this letter. Even 
sir George Radcliffe, probably, did not know all. 

" Madam,” Wentworth writes, " I have, in little, 
much to say to you, and in short terms to profess that 
which I must appear all my life long, or el^ one of us 
must be much to blame. But, in truth, I have that 
confidence in you, and that assurance in myself, as to 
rest secure the fault will never be made on either side. 
We//, then ; this little and this much, this short and this 
long, which aim at, is no more than to give you this 
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first written testimony^ that I am your husband; and 
that husband of yours, that will ever discharge those dutidb 
of love and respect towards you which good women may 
expect, and are justly due from good men to discharge 
them, with a hallowed care and continued perseverance in 
them : and this is not only much, but all which belongs 
me; and whenein I shall tread out the j^emainder of 
life which is left me. More I cannot say, nor perform 
much more for the present; the rgpt must dwell in hope 
until I have made it up in the balance, but I am and 
must be no other than your loving husband.’* A post- 
script^ closes the letter, referring to some paste for the 
teeth, which proves that the lady was in London. 
Wentworth himself was at York, and, it is evident from 
his letters, had not quitted the c^^unty during the whole 
of that month. The lady’s answer to this letter would 
seem to have been humbly •affectionate, and to have 
conveyed to Wentworth a lowly but fervent expression of 
thankfulness — for that her new husband had promised not 
to cast her off as a deserted mistress ! Ilis reply (dated 
about a fortnight after his first letter) is in excellent 
spirit, and highly characteristic: — Dear Besse," he 
begins, with the encouragement of tender words, your 
first lines were wellcum unto me, and 1 will keep them, 
in regard I take them to be full, as of kindness, so of 
truth. It is wo presumption for you to write unto me; 
the fellowship of marriage ought to carry with it nwre of 
lorn and equality than any other apprehension. Soe I 
desire it may ever be betwixt us, nor shall it break of my 
parte. Virtue is the highest value we can set upon 
ourselves in this world, and the chiefe which others are 

1 “ If you will speak to my cousin lUdcliflfk for the paste I told you on for 
your t^h, and desire him to speak to Dr. Moore, in my name, for two 
pots of it, and that the doctor will see it be good, for this Iasi indeed was 
not so, you may bring me one down, and keep the other yourself.** On 
the back ’of this letter, the following words are written, in a delicate 
female hand : — ** Tom was borne the I7th of September, being Wednea. 
day. in the morning, betwixt two and three o’clock, and was christened of 
the 7th of October, 1834.” There is another letter of Wentworth’s to lady 
Wentworth, dated fkom Sligo, in 1835, in the same museum, wherein he 
hia blesaing to ** little Tom.*' lliis child died, but Elizabeth Rhodea 
idterwarda bore lord Straflbrd a girl, who waa yet an infant at her fkther'a 
death. * 

T 4 
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to esteem us by. That preserved, we become capable 
•f the Tioblest impressions wbiclic can be imparted unto 
us. You succeed in this family two of the rarest 
ladies of their time. Equal them in those excellent dis- 
positions of your mind^ and you become every ways 
equally worthy of any tiling that they had, or that the 
rest of the world can give. And be vqu ever assured 
to be by me cherished and assisted the best I can, 
thorow the whole coijTse of my life, wherein 1 shall be 
no other to you than 1 was to them, to wit, your loving 
hushand, AVent worth.” Still, however, Wentworth did 
not acknowledge her publicly ; still he kept her, for some 
time, at a distance; and finally sent her over to Ireland, 
in the charge of sir (ieorge lladcliffe, some time before 
he himself quitted England. She arrived in Dublin 
with Ratlclifte in January l6"k>^, and was not joined 
by AYentw^orth till the July of that year, when his 
lordship at last ventured to acknowledge her.- Laud, 
upon this, seems to have put some questions to the lord 
deputy, whose answer may be supposed, from the fol- 
lowing passage in the archbishop’s rejoinder, to have 
been ifiade up explanations and apologies, and a con- 
cluding hint of advice. And now, ray lord, 1 heartily 
wish you and your lady all mutual content that may be; 
ami I did never doubt that you undertook that course 
but upon mature consideration, and you have been pleased 
to express to me a very good one, in which God bless you 
and your posterity, though I did not write any thing to 
you an oxamiiier. For myself, I must needs confess 
to your lordship my weakness, that having been married 
to a very troublesome and unquiet wife before, I should 


> Uadcii fib’s Essay. 

^ His mends were instant in their congratulation, and, in a profusion of 
compliments, sought to intimate to his lordship,— that in this marriage of 
one Ko far beneath him in rank and consideration, he had only furnished, 
another proof of his own real and independent greatness. 'I'here is some, 
thing pleasanter in ttu* earl of Leicester’s note, who simply regrets that 
he “ had not the good foriiine to be one of the throng that crowded to tell 
you how glad they were that you had passed your journey and landed 
safely in your govcrnmeiii, or (which I conceive a greater occasion of re- 
joycing with you) that you were happily and healthfully arrived in the 
anus of a fair and h^^oved wife,”— Sttm^rd Papers^ vol. i. p. 157. 
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be so ill advised as now, being aVbut sixty, to go marry 
another of a more wOyward and troublesome genera- 
tion/' ' There will not be any further occasion to re- 
mark upon the early circumstances of this marriage^ 
which in its subsequent result| presented nothing of a 
striking or unusual description, but I shall here add, 
for the guidanae of the reader in his judpy;neiit of these 
particulars of Wentworth’s conduct, some few consider- 
ations which ill justice ought not 40 be omitted. 

Lord \rentworth was a man of intrigue, and the 
mention of this is not to be avoided in such a view of 
the bearings of his conduct and character as it has 
been licre attempted, for the first time, to convey. 
It is at all limes a delicate matter to touch u])on this 
portion of men's histories, partly^Vom the nature of the 
subject, and partly fioin a kind of soreness which the 
community feel upon it, ow^ng to the inconsistencies 
between tlieir opinions and practices, and to certain 
strange perplexities at the heart of those inconsistencies, 
which it remains for some bolder and more philosophical 
generation even to discuss. Meantime it is ^pretty 
generally understood, that fidelity to the marriage bed 
is not apt to be most prevalent where leisure and luxury 
most abound ; and, for the same reason, there is a 
tendency in the richer classes to look upon the licences 
they take, and to talk of them with one another, and so 
by a thousand means to increase and perpetuate the 
tendency, — of which the rest of society have little con- 
ception, unless it be, indeed, among the extremely poor. 
For similar effects result from being either above or 
below a dependence upon other people's opinions. Wh^n 
it was publicly brought out, therefore, that Wentworth, 
as well as gayer men of the court, had had his levities,” 
as the grave lord chancellor Clarendon calls them, — it 
naturally told against him with the more serious part 
of the nation ; not, however, without some recoil, in the 
opinions of candid observers, against the luf^^^uuoiiHiiess 
of those who told it, — because the latter, as men moving 
> Strafford Papers, vol. i. p. 1291 
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in the same ranks theihselves^ or on the borders of them^ 
must have known the licence ^cretly prevailing, and 
probably partook of it far more than was supposed. 
Lady Carlisle, one of the favourites of Wentworth, 
subsequently became t^e mistress of Pym himself. 
Lord Clarendon, backed with the more avowed toler. 
adon, or, rather, impudent unfeelingness, which took 
place in the subsequent reign, not only makes use of the 
term just quoted in speaking of intrigue,* but ventures, 
with a sort of pick-thank chuckle of old good-humour, 
to confess that, in his youth, he conducted himself in 
these matters much as others did, though with a wari. 
ness proportionate to his understanding. “ Cawfc,” 
says he, in the quotation popular at the time, and used 
by Wentworth himself, si non caste'" 

We are also to take into consideration, that if the 
court of Charles the Firsf had more sentiment and re- 
serve than that of his heartless son, it was far from 
being so superior to courts in general in this respect, as 
the solemn shadow which attends his image with pos- 
terity paturally enough leads people to conclude. The 
better taste of the poetry-and-picture-loving monarch 
did but refine, and throw a veil over, the grosser habits 
of the court of his father James. Pleasure was a 
Silenus in the court of James. In that of Charles the 
Second, it was a vulgar satyr. Under Charles the First, 
it was still of the breed, but it vras a god Pan, and the 
muses piped among his nymphs. 

Far from wondering, therefore, that Wentworth, not- 
withstanding the gravity of his bearing and the solemn 
violence of his ambition, allowed himself to indulge 
in the fashionable licence of the times, it was to be 
expected that he would do so, not only from the self- 
indulgence natural to his will in all things, but from the 
love of power itself, and that he might be in no respect 
behindhand with any grounds which he could furnish 
hiniB«K wiili, <oT having the highest possible opinion of 
his faculties for ascendancy. As nine-tenths of common 
gallantry is pCire vanity, so a like proportion of the 
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graver offence of deliberate seduction is owing to pure 
will and the love of \)ower, — the love of obtaining a 
strong and sovereign sense of an existence not very 
sensitive^ at any price to the existence of another. And 
thus, without supposing him gjliilty to that extent, might 
the common gallantries of the recherche and dominant 
Strafford, be Owing greatly to the pure piide of his will, 
and to that same love of conquest and superiority, which 
actuated him in his public life. • 

A greater cause for wonder might be found in the 
tenderness with which he treated the wives to whom he 
was unfaithful, and especially the one, this Elizabeth 
Rhodes, who was comparatively lowly in birth. But 
so mixed a thing is human nature, as at present consti- 
tuted, that the vices as well as •lirtues of the man might 
come into play in this very tenderness, and help to cor- 
roborate it ; — for, in addiSon to the noble and kindly 
thoughts which never ceased to be mixed up with his 
more viol<»nt ones, he would think that the wife of a 
Wentworth was of necessity a personage to be greatly 
and tenderly considered on all occasions, — ^ul even 
his marriage into an obscure family would be reconciled 
to his pride, by the instinct which leads men of that 
complexion to think it equally difficult for themselves 
to be lowered by anything they choose to do, and for 
the object of tlieir attention not to be elevated by the 
same process of self-reference. 

Nor, — to quit this delicate subject, which I could 
not but touch on, to assist the reader, with what has 
gone before, to a proper judgment of facts that are yet 
to be mentioned, — and which, in truth, contains matter 
for the profoundest reflection of those who might 
choose to consider it by itself, — will it be thought 
extraordinary by such as have at all looked into the 
nature of their fellow creatures, that a man like Went- 
worth should have treated his wives tenderly, at the 
very times at which he was most unfaithful to them. 
For, whether influenced by love or hy awe, they do 
not oppviu: to nave ottencic^ him hc a1^ time by their 
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complaints^ or even to liavc taken notice of liis con- 
duct ; and they were in truth excellent women, worthy 
of his best and most real love ; — so as to render it 
probable that his infidelities were l|Ut heats of will and 
appetite, never, perhaps, ■e)ccasioning even a diminution 
of the better afiections, ’ or, if they did, ending in the 
adtlitional teiulerncss occasioned by remorse. It is a 
vulgar spiiit only that can despise a woman for making 
no remonstrances ; and a brutal one, that can ill treat 
her for it. A Jieart with any nobleness left in it, keeps 
its sacredest and dearest corner for a kindness so angel- 
ical ; and Wentwortirs pride had enougli sciitimi'nt to 
hclj> his \irtiies to a duo appreciation of the geinnosity, 
if it existed ; or to give it the benefit of snj>posiiig that 
it w^ould have done so, in favour of sucli a man as he, 
beloved by wives of so sweet a nature. 

The lord VV^'ent worth was of a tall and giac(‘ful per- 
son, though much sickness had early hnit an originally 
sensitive frame, which continued to sink more rapidly 
ill after-life under tlie weiglit of greater cares. Ha- 
bitual pj^in had increased the daik hue and deep con- 
tractions of a blow, formed and used to threaten and 
command,” ami no less etlective in enforcing obedi- 
ence, than tlie loud and impiessive voice that required 
it. He alludes to this sportively in a letter to the earl 
of Kxeter, wh(*rein ho writes, T/i/.v /fnii ami Ulfa. 
vourvfl b)'om of minv irns m;ver prospemiis in the 
favour of ladies ; yet did they know, how perfectly I do 
honour^ and how much I mine, that excellent and gra^ 
cious sex, I am persuaded T should bexome a farourite 
amongst them ; tush, mg lord, tush, there are few of 
them know how a gentle a gar^on I amf ^ Happy, as it 

* Straflord Papers, vrl. i. p. 17S ISO. IIis letters tn lord Exeter and his 
wife are nil \C‘ry |de.isaii(, and, iii their deep sense of personar attentions 
duriiift illness, tonrhiriK “ He not so a enturooino on my occ.'i’jioii,” 
he^ wnU'^, (lissiiailiiii; Exeter from a winter journey to diNcliarge such 
oHices of friendship, “he not so veniiiresoine on niy orcnsion, till this 
churlish season of the year be past,.uid the spriiiff well come on. There is 
old age III years lus well as in bodies, January and Eebruar) are the ho^ir 
haicB of the year, and the more quietly, the more within iloors. we keep 
them, wo with tlie year grow the sooner young aguti in the spring.” — 

•' Tit iicUliv.t ur Ho ('OlUiUtlCs, “ .-..v 1 ..HI) As |sll auT 

thing OI new, but *rnat mav trcoil stUl round the ancl.'iit an.i tuvutan 
paths of that lianoiiiess yoii mutually communicate the one with the other.” 
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is evident, is the oyiposite consciousness, out of which 
such pleasant complaiiting flows ! Whereupon lord Exeter 
rejoins with justice, in a passage which may serve to 
redeem his lordshii amply from the stupidity tliat is 
wont to be charged'to him, My lord, 1 could be 
angry with you, were you not so far off, for wuonging 
of your bent brow, as you term it in yopr letter ; /or, 
you had hven enmed tvUh a meek brow amt an arch of 
white hair upon it, never to bar% governed Ireland nor 
Yorkshire .so vrM an you do, where your lawful com- 
mands have gotten you an exact obedience, (^mtent 
yourself with that brave eommaudiny part of your face ^ 
whir.h showeth gravity without dullness^ severity with^ 
out rrue/fyj v/emenvy without ea.sinr.ss, and tore without 
extravagauey*' An ungallant gonsobition under female 
displeasure follows : — And if it should be any im- 
peachment unto your favdiir with that sex you so 
much honour, you shoulrl be no losi*r ; for th(‘y that 
have known them so long as I have done, have foun(l 
them nothing less than diuhohs hlanms' — which lady 
Exeter judges fit to dispense with in a postscript : — 
J cannot consent to the opinion of the lord that 
spake last, neither do I Ixilieve thal it was his own, but 
rather ventc<l as a chastisement to Tny particular. To 
your loidship all our sex in general are obliged, myself 
infinitely, who can return you nothing but my j)erpetual 
well wishes, with admit atiou of your vertues, and my 
heartiest desire that all your imployments and fortunes 
may he answerable.” ' Wentworth, indeed, liad not 
needed this assurance, under a remark which May's 
happy quotation, 

“ Non formosus i-rat, sed erat farunflus Ulyssc*, 

Et tainvn sequori'as tor»it ainurv J )i‘us/' 

has long since shown to be uncalled for. The intense 
passion of a Mirabeau or a Strafford will hardly make 
shipwreck for the want of a smooth dispose.” 

Wentworth had much wronged his bent brow," 

Straflbrd Pa()erf, vol. i. p. 
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and he knew that he had wronged it. It was suffi- 
ciently notorious about the courtyi that whenever it re- 
laxed in favour of any of the court dames^ its owner 
was seldom left to hope in vain. ^The lady Carlile^, 
the lady Carnarvon^ the jfoong lady Loftus^ were not^ 
if written letters and general rumours deserve trusty the 
only cvidences^pf this. 

Sad indeed were the consequences of Wentworth’s 
casual appearances in^ithe queen’s withdrawing room ! 
“ Now if I were a good poet,” writes the lord Con- 
way to the lord deputy himself, “ I should with Chaucer 
call upon Melpomene — 

To help me to indite ‘ 

Verses that weepen as I writa 

My lady of Carnarvon, heirig well in the favour and 
belief of her father and husband, came with her husband 
to the court, and it was d:!tennined she should have 
been all this year at London, her lodgings in the Cock- 
pit ; but my lord Wentworth hath beeii at court, and in 
the queens withdraw%ng->room was a constant looker upon 

^ This C](traordinary woman, whom Dryden called the “ Helen of her 
country,” and from whom Waller borrowe*! a comulimcnt for Venus, 
(*' the bright Carlilc of the court of heaven,” ) played a conspicuous j>art 
in the ]iul)hc affairs of the time. ** She was thoiiglit to be as deeply con- 
cerned in the counsels of the court, and afterwards of the parliament, as 
any in England.” After the death of Strafford she had become the mis- 
tress of Pym. Yet her passions were not extreme ! Sir Toby Mathews 
lets us into her character : — She is of too high a mind and dignity, 
not only to seek, but almost to wish, the friendship of any creature : they 
whom she is pleased to chuse^ are such as are of the most efnitient condition, 
both for power and employmetUs; not with any design towards lierown 
particular, either of advantage or curiosity ; but her nature values fortunate 
persons as virtuous.'^ The writer of Waller’s life (the countess was aunt 
to the poet’s Sarharissa), in the Biogrmihia Britaiiiiica, says that several 
letters of hers arc prints in the ** Strafford Papers.” This is a mistake, 
hut we find frciiuenc allusions to her throughout the correspondence. If 
any one wished to know of Wentworth’s health, they applied to lady 
Carlile. ” 1 hope you are now recovered of your gout, which my lady of 
Carlilu told me you had.” (ii. 124.) If any one wanted favour at court 
they wrote to Wentworth to bcs))cak the interest of lady Carlilc. We 
find even I.aud, for a iiarticular tmr])ose, condescending to this ; — 1 will 
write to my lady of Carlile,” Wentworth writes back, ” as your grace 
amiomts me. In good sadness 1 judge her ladyship very considerable ; for 
she is often in place, and is extreamly well skill^ how to speak with ad- 
vantage and spirit for those friends she protesseth unto, whicli will not be 
many. I'here Is this further in her disiiosition, she will not seem to be the 
person .she is not, an ingenuity 1 have always observed and honoured her 
for.” (Papers, vol. ii. p. 120.) And again, out of many 1 could put before 
the reader: — ’* I have writ flilly to my ladv of Carlile, and am very con. 
fident, if it be in her ladyship’s power, she will express the esteem she 
hath your lordship irfto a very great height” Vol ii. p. I^) 
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my lady, as if that only were hie business, for which 
cause^ as it is thought^ my lord of Carnarvon weift 
home^ and my lord chamberlain preached often of 
honour and truth. Qne of the sermons^ 1 and my lady 
Killegrew^ or my lady Stafford . which you please^ were 
at ; it lasted from the beginning to the end of supper^ 
tile text was^ tl^at .... When supper was ended^ 
and we were ivhere we durst speaks my lady Killegrew 
swore by G — d, that my lord chamberlain meaned not 
any body but ber and my lord of Dorset. But my lady 
Carnarvon is sent down to her husband, and the. night 
before she went was with her father in his chamber till 
past twelve, he chiding and she weeping, and when she 
will return no man knows ; if it be not till her face do 
secure their jealousy^ she had ^ good stay for ever. 
Some think that my lord Wentworth did this rather to 
do a despight to her father ami husband, than for any 
great love to her** ^ 

Sir George lladcliffe^ indeed, in his Essay, observes 
on thi» head : — He was defamed for incontinence, 
wherein I have reason to believe that he was exceedingly 
much wronged. I had occasion of some speed! with 
him about the state of his soul several times, but twice 
especially, when I verily believe he did lay open unto 
me the very bottom of his heart. Once was, when he 
was in a very great affliction upon the death of his 
second wife ; and then for some days and nights I was 
very few minutes out of his company: — the other time 
was at Dublin, on a Good Friday (his birth-day), when 
he was preparing himself to receive the blessed sacra- 

1 Strafford Papers, vol. ii. p. 47. Lord Conway's letters to Wentworth 
are extremely amusing. They record with particular care the unlucky 
courtships of Vandyke : — “ It was thought,” he writes on one occasion to 
the lord-deputy, ” that the lord Cottington should have married my lady 
Stanhope ; 1 bedieve there were intentions in him, but tlie lady is, as they 
say, in love with Carey Raleigh. You were so often with sir Anthony 
Vandiket that you could not but know his gallantries for the love ‘ft/ llMt 
lady i but he is come off with a coglioncria, for he disiiuted with her about 
the price of her nicture, and sent her word, that if she would not give the 
i^ice he demanned, he would sell it to another that would give more. 
This week every one will be at London; the queen U very weary of 
Hampton Court, and will be brought to bed at St James’s ; then my lady 
of Carlile will be a constant courtier ; her dog hath lat^ written a sonnet 
in her praise, which Harry Percy burnt, or you had u(w had it.” 
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ment on Easter day fallowing. At both these times^ 1 
received such satisfaction^ as IcfS no scruple with me at. 
all^ but much assurance of his chastity. I knew his 
ways long and intimately, and though I cannot clear 
him of all frailties^ (foi>.who can Justify the most inno- 
cent man ?) yet I must give him the testimony of cdn- 
scientiousness in his ways, that he kept himstlf from 
gross sins, and endeavoured to approve himself rather 
unto God than untOf*man, to be religious inwardly and 
in truth, rather than outwardly and in shew.** What has 
been quoted from lord Conway’s letter, Jiowever, — and, 
were it necessary to my purpose, many letters more, and 
of stronger meaning, are to be produced, — does not come 
within lladcliffe’s rebuke of the defamation ’* employed 
against Strafford. The only tendency of what sir 
George says, therefore, is to confirm the charge in its 
warrantable view, (with ^l^hich alone I have dwelt upon 
it,) of illustrating duly private conduct and character. 
Far different was Pym s great object when, instancing 
in the house of commons, as Clarendon informs us, 
" soipe high and imperious actions done by StraflPord in 
England and Ireland, some proud and over-confident 
exprcasions in discourse, and some passionate advices he 
had given in the most secret councils and debates of 
the affairs of state, he added some lighter passages of 
his vanity and amours, that they who were not in- 
flamed with anger and detestation against him for the 
former, might have less esteem and reverence for his 
prudence and discretion.” • 

These words may recall me to the actual progress of 
Strafford’s life and thoughts. Prudence and discretion 
— whatever his great associate of the third paruaftient 
might afterwards think right, or just, or necessary to 
his fatal purposes, to urge — still, so far as they may he 
associated in a grand project of despotism, eminently 
characterised every movement of lord Wentworth. The 
king had now become extremely anxious for his de- 
parture, which the winding up of certain private affldrs 

i^CUrciidon, Hist of Rebellion, vol. i. p. 137. 
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alone delayed. ^ On the completibn of these he arrived 
in London, for the pui^ose of setting sail immediately. 
Here, however, he was unexpectedly delayed by the 
necessity of waiting 1|ie arrival of a man of war ; for 
so dangerously was tne Irish Channel at that time in- 
fested with pirates, that the lorn deputy could not ven- 
ture to ^ass over without convoy. T|j^e winds fall 
out so contrary,^* he writes in answer to the secretaries, 
who, with the king and court, wore engaged in a pro- 
gress, that the king’s ship cannot be gotten as yet forth 
of Rochester river ; but so soon as we can speed it 
away, and I have notice from captain Plumleigh that 
he is ready for my transportation, T will not stay an 
hour ; desiring extremely now to be upon the place 
where I owe his majesty so great an account, as one 
that am against all non-residents, as well lay as eccle- 
siastical." Wentworth took*care, at the same time, 
to avail himself of some opportunies offered him by 
this delay. He completed some pending arrangements ; 
secured finally the close counsel and assistance of 
Laud^ ; established a jirivate and direct correspondence 

' A note from RadflifTo’s Essay will »how that the energetic method 
and despatch which made thoditlioiiltios of the public husincbS sink before 
him, were no Ie<>s serviceable in the conduct of his private affairs. '* In 
the imnagiiig of his estate and doini'^tical afTairs, he used the advice of 
two triciid.Sy C h. ftr. and O K., and two servants, Richard Marris his 
stew.ird, and Peter M.in his solicitor JJefore every term they met, and 
Peter Mi'll! brought a note of all tliingH to he coiisuUTcd of ; whu-h being 
taken into consuleratioii one by one, and every one'.s opinion heaid, reso- 
lutioii w'a<i had and set down in writing, whereot his lordship kept one 
copy and Peter Man anotlicr : at the next meeting, an account was taken 
of all that wa.s done in pursuance of the former orders, and a new note 
made ol all that rusted to he done, with .'ll! addition ot such things as did 
arise Miieu the last meeting, and were requisite to be consulted of. His 
whole accounts were ordered to be made up twice everv year, one half 
ending the ‘JOth of September, the other the iOth of Marcli ; /or hy that 
time ^former half war's rents were commonly rcccivert^ orelse the arrears 
were jl/ to Ite sought*nfier ; it hemg no advantage either to the tenant or 
landlord to snfilr arrears to run Untger*' 

2 A few months after his departure, laiud was created archbishop 
of Canterbury, Wentworth h.td foreseen tins. ** One advantage your 
lordship will have,” writes lord Falkland in a somewhat pettish letter, 

that 1 wanted in the time of my government, an arclibishop ot Can. 
terbury to friend ; who is withal a uerson of es|iecial power to assist you in 
that part which shall concern thceliureh government; the third and prim, 
cipal member of the kingdom for the translation of the late archbishop 
into heaven, and of the late bishoiiof Jxmdon unto the see of Canterbury, 
makes that no riddle, being so plain." The sort of stipulations tor mutual 
service which passetl between the lord deputy and Laud, may be gathered 
from two out of twenty requesu of the latter which re^ed Dublin castle 
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with the king himself the sanction of his more deli- 
cate measures ; instructed a gossiping person^ a hired 
retainer of his own^ the rev. Mr. Garrard^ to fur- 
nish him, in monthly packets oJ» news, with all the 
private scandal and rumours and' secret affairs of the 
court, and of London generally ; and obtained the ap- 
pointment of his friends Wandesford and Radcliffe to 
official situations, and to seats in the privy council, re- 
serving them as a setrt of select cabinet of his own, 
with whom every thing might he secretly discussed.^ 
These things settled, he now himseH\ became anxious 
for his departure, which, with some further delay, and 
not without some personal loss-, he at last accom- 
plished. 


before Wt'ntwoith himself liatl arrivctl there They are equally eha- 
rartenstu* of the sincerity and atrocity of the bi^otiy of Jjaud. “ I humbly 
pray your lordsliip, to rcrneinhcr wflat you ha\'e promised me concerning 
the church at Dublin, which hath for dixers years been used for a stable 
by your predecessors, <ind to vindicate it totiod’h service, as you shall there 
exniiiiiie and rind the iiicnrs of the c luse ” And fi^iain • — “ '1‘liere ih one 
Chnsto])lu'r SaiiiN, who, as ] am inforineil, dwells now in Londonderry, 
and teaches an lOiiglisli school there, and I do much fear lu> doth many 
things there to the dishonoiir of God, and the endangering of many poor 
souls, l^r the p.arty is a Jew, and denies both Christ and Ins Gospel, as I 
Hhall be able to prove, if I h.id him hero. I Immhly pr.iy your lordship 
that he may be seized on by authority, and sent over m safe custody, and 
delivered ciiher to myself or Mr Mottershed, the register of the high com- 
missinn, that he may nut live there to infect liis majesty’s subjects.” Vol. i, 
pp. HI, H2. 

' llofoniid great advantage in this; and a few months after his ar- 
rival 111 Uuhliii wrote to the lord treasurer some strenuous adviee, sug- 
gested Ity Ins experience, — “that too many be not taken into counsel 
on that side, and that your resolutions, wlintexer they be, be kept secret; 
lor, believe me, there can be nothing more prejudicial to the gootl success 
of th(Ko affairs than their being understood aforeharid by them here. 
prejudicial 1 hold it, indeed, that on my faith there is not a minister on 
this side that knows any thing T either write nr intend, excepting tho 
Master of the Rolls and i>ir (joorge Uailchfl'e, for whose as^ist.lllce in this 
goveniiiiciit, and comfort to myself amidst this generation, I am not able 
hufliciently to pour forth my humble acknowleiigments to his majesty. 
Sure I were the most solitary man without them, that ever served a king 
in such a place.” Vol. i. pp. i!)S, 19L, &c. WandesfoMl’s ollicc was tkat of 
Master of the Rolls. 

‘j « They write me lamentable news forth of Ireland,” he informs the se- 
cretary in one of his l:i.st letters licfore his departure, “ what spoil is done 
there by tlip pirates. There is one lyes upon the Welch coast, which it 
seems is the greatest vessel, commanded by Norman : another in a vessel 
of some sixty tuns, called the IVkpockct of Dover, lyes in sight of Dublin : 
and another lyes near Youghall .who do so infest every quarter, as the 
farmers have already lost ih their customs a thousand pounds at least, all 
trade being at this means at a stand. The pirate that lyes before Dublin 
took, on tlie LHJth of the last month, a bark of Liverpool, with goods worth 
4(K)0/., and iuuongs^' hem as much linen as cost me 500/. ; and 111 good faith 
1 fear 1 have lost my apparel too ; which if it be so, will be as much loss 



KARL OF STRAFFORD. 


291 

Lord Wentworth arrived in Dublin in July, 1633^ 
I His very arrival, it is Justly said, formed a new era in 
the government of Ireland. He ordered the ceremonial 
of the British court ro be observed within the castle ; 
a guard, an institution theret^ore unknown, was es- 
tablished ; and the proudest of the Irish lords were 
at once taught*to feel the immense distance " which 
separated them from the representative of their sove- 
reign.* • 

An extract from the lord deputy's first despatch, 
written about a week after his arrival, jind duplicates 01 
which he forwarded at the same time, with his custom- 
ary zeal, to Cooke and Cottington, is too characteristic 
to be omitted. I find them in this place," he writer, 
“ a company of men the most latent upon their own 
ends that I ever met with, and so as those speed, they 
consider other things at a very great distance. I take 
the crown to have been very ill served, and altogether 
impossible for me to remedy, unless I he intirely 


more unto mo, uesUlea the inoonvcniciicc which lights U|Hin me, #y being 
disapiumitod of iny provisions upon the place. By iny faith, this t« hut a 
eohl woh'ome they bring me withal to that coast, and yet I am glad at 
least that they e.scaped iny plate ; but the tear 1 had to be thought to linger 
here uiiprotitably, forced inc to make this venture, where now 1 wish 1 
had had a little 'more cure ot my goods, as well as of iny person.’* \ ol i. 
p. 90. 

1 See Strafford I'apcrs, vol i. pp. 2(K), SK)!. In the various orders he pni- 
cured, he invariably distinguidhcd between the demands ot his place, and 
the courte«iies due to his person In this dehpatch to ('ookc, a tiuniber of 
minute instructions are prayed for, which were Instantly granted. Among 
others, lie demanded ** instructions to call upon the nobility and others to 
attend the deputy upon all solemn proccssioiiH to church/niid siii'h like. 
This is not so well observed it ought, and they grow generally more 
negligent than is tit they were, no( truly I trust m any distaste to me^Jkir 
to my jicrson they Kivc as much respect as I desire ftum them ; hut I hnow 
not how, in point of greatiu'SSy sonu' of them think it too much perchance to 
he tied toanythnifr i\t ^duty^ rather destrons it mif’ht he taken as a courtesy. 
It would do therefore very well, Jiis majesty wire graciously pleased by 
letter to signify wiiat the atleiuiance is he requires at their hands.” These 
he specilies accoidmgly, with a vast quantity of laborious and ceremonious 
regulations, ailding, “ 1 loiifess 1 might, without more, do these things; 
but where 1 may seem to take any thing to myself, 1 am naturally modest, 
and should be extreme unwilling to be held suiicrrilious or itn]>eriouH 
amongst thorn , so as I cannot do therein as 1 both could and woulrl, where 
I were commanded Therefore, if these lie held duties fit to be paid to 
his m.ijesty’s greatness, which is alike oiMTative, and to he reverenced 
thorough every part of his dominions, 1 crave such a direction in these as 
in the other, that so they may know it to be his pleasure ; other wise I shall 
he tocll conft’ni they niay hr sfinred^ hauinf; in tiuth^i^o such vanity in 
myself as to be delty^ied vaUh any of these observances.'* 
u 2 
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tfUBtedy and lively assisted and countenanced by his 
majesty^ which I am bold to wfite unto your lordship 
once for all, not for any end of my own, but singly 
for his majesty's service. Besid^ s, what is to be done 
must be speedily execut(*d, it being the genius of this 
country to obey a deputy better upon his entrance than 
upon his departure from them ; and thettfore I promise 
your lordship I will take my time : for whilst they take 
me to be a person of 'much more power with the king, 
and of stronger abilities in myself, than indeed I have 
reason either in fact or right to judge myself to be, 
1 shall, it may be, do the king some sjorvice ^ hut if my 
weakness therein once happen to he discovered amongst 
them in this kingdom, for the love of God, my lord, 
let me be taken home j for 1 shall but lose the king's 
affairs, and my own time afterwards ; and my unprofit- 
ableness in the former, I confess, will grieve me much 
more than any prejudice which may happen to my own 
particular by the expense of the latter. 'J'he army I 
conceive to be extremely out of frame ; an army rather 
in naipe than in deed, whether you consider their num- 
bers, their weapons, or their discipline. And so in 
tiuth, not to flatter myself, must 1 look to find all 
things else, so as it doth almost affright me at first 
sight, yet you shall see I will not meanly desert the 
duties I owe my master and myself : howbeit, without 
the arm of his majesty's counsel and support, it is im- 
possible for me to go through with this work ; and 
therein I must crave leave to use your lordship only as 
my mediator, so often as 1 shall have occasion. 1 send 
your lordship the original herein inclosed, of the offer 
for this next year's contribution, and to the secretary 
but the copy ; judging it might be thouglit fitter for 
your lordship to present it to his majesty than the 
other. You will be pleased to send it me safely back, 
there being many particulars contained therein ; of 
which 1 shall he able to make very good use hereafter, 
if 1 do not m^ch mistake myself." * 

^ Strattbrd Papers, vol. i. pp. 96, 97. lu tl)e lor^ treasurer’s copy of this 
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Wentworth, in fact, extraordinary as were the powers 
with which he had *been invested^ had still reason 
for distrust in thd weakness and insincerity of die 
king ; and thus soikht to impress upon his council, 
as the hrst and grand conside]|Ltion of all, that unless 
unlimited authority was secured to him, he could, and 
would, do notlring. One thing, he saw at once, stood 
in the way of his scheme of government. In the old time, 
whilst Ireland continued to he go^’erned only as a con- 
quered country, the lord deputy and council had used their 
discretion in superseding the common law courts, and 
assuming the decision of private civil causes. During 
the weaker governments which succeeded, however, 
this privilege was surrendered ; and lord I'alkland 
himself had confirmed the suwender, by an express 
prohibition. The common law, and its authority, had 
in consequence gained some Tittle strength at the period 
of Wentworth’s arrival. He had not rested many days 
in his state chair, before this prohibition was suspended, 
and the old j)rivilege restored.* At all risks, even the 
most fatal, W'eiitworth silenced the objectors iii both 
countries. He liad visions before him which they 
dared not to contemplate I Their notion of government 
was one of sordid scheming : not the less was the sub- 


tlospatc'h IS the followinu rharactrnstic note on a money transaction in 
which Weston ttiouf^ht he had been somewhat sharply dealt with : — “ Your 
lor(Nhi[) is pleased to term uiy la.st lettei }oii received 111 Scotl.iiid an angry 
one j bnt by iny troth your lordship, under favour, was mistaken j for I 
iieilhor wa*<, nor conceived I had cause to be, angry ; only I was desirous 
you might truly understand the state of my aciamrits, without any ofher 
thought at all " Secure of laud’s influence, Wentworth had become care, 
less of We'^loii. 

‘ “ I tiiid that my lord Falkland was restraincil by proclamation, not to 
meddle in any cause betwixt party and party, which certainly did lessen 
Ills power extremely ; 1 know very well the common lawyers will be pas- 
eionately against it, who are wont to put such a prejudice upon all other 
pTofessioii'i, as it none were to he trusted, or capable to administer justice, 
nut theinhelvcs ; yet how well Unit suits with numarckq^ when they mo- 
nopolise all to he governed hy their year-books^ you in England have a 
costty erfierieiice , and 1 am sure his majesty’s absolute power is not 
weaker in this kingdom, where hitherto thcdcputy and ooiineil.board have 
had a stroke with them." Such is an extract from a remarkable despatch 
to Cooke, which Alls nearly ten elosely printed folio i>agC4, written soon 
after the lord deputy’s arrival, and filleit with rcasorinig of the most pro. 
found and subtle character, in reference to his coiitclltplatcd schemes and 
puriiuscs. See Vol. 1. p. l!H. 
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ject to be wronged, but the more should the instruments 
of wrong avoid the responsibility of it ; they saw no- 
thing but their own good, and soupiht to prevent nothing 
save their own harm. Wentworth was a despot, but 
of a different metal. |Je shrunk from no avow^al, in 
shrinking from no wrong ; and, confident of the plans 
he proi)osed /o execute, felt that the imlividual injury 
he inflicted at present would be redeemed and forgotten 
in the general prospe».nty of the future. These law- 
yers,'* he writes to the lord marshal, would mono- 
]>olise to themselves all judicature, as' if no- honour or 
justice could be rightly administered but under one of 
their bencher s gowns. I am sure they little understand 
the unsettled state of this kingdom, that could advise the 
hiny to lessen the pou er of his deputy, indeed his own, 
until it were brought into that stayed temper of obedi- 
ence awl conformity with that of England, or at least 
till the benches here were better provided with judges, 
than God knows as yet they are. I'herefoie, if your 
lordship’s judgment approve of my reasons, I beseech 
you, insist me therein, or rather the king’s service, and 
I shall he answerable with my head** * Equal in all his 
exactions, he had suspected also from the first, that the 
great complainants against his government would be 
men of rank ; and now, in further organisation of his 
jiowers, procured an order from the king, that none of 
the nobility, none of the principal officers, none of 
those that hath cither office or estate here,” should 
presume to quit the kingdom without tlie licence of the 
lord deputy. - M'hen his use of this power was after- 
wards spoken against, he silenced the objectors by a 
stern and sarcastical reference to one of the graces they 
had themselves solicited, which seemed indeed to war- 
rant the authority, but had been proposed with a far 
different purpose, that of preventing men of large 
fortunes from deserting their estates, and wasting their 
revenues abroad ! 

V Vitraflbrd Papers, vol i. p. 223. 

i Ibid. p. 352., and see p. S48. 
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Wentworth called his first privy council. The menv 
bers of this body had hitherto borne great sway in the 
government of theV island ^ greater, indeed, than the 
lords deputies themsJives, — and they were now, for the 
first time, to see their^ authorit]| broken, and their rank 
and influence set at scorn. Only a select number of 
them were sufhmoned, a practice usual lin England^, 
but in Ireland quite unheard of. But the mortifications 
reserved for those that had been® honoured by a sum- 
mons, wfTO almost greater than were felt by the absent 
counsellors ! Having assembled at the minute appointed, 
they were obliged to wait several hours upon the leisure 
of the deputy, and when be arrived at last, were treated 
with no particle of the consideration which deliberative 
duties claim. • 

AV'eutworth laid before them a provision for the 
immediate necessities of government, and more espe- 
cially for the maintenance of the army. The views of 
the lord deputy, somewhat more reaching than their 
own, startled them not a little. Sir Adam Loftus, the 
son of the lord chancellor, broke a sullen sih^ce by 
proposing that the voluntary contribution should be 
continued for another year, and that a i)arliament should, 
meantime, be prayed for. After this followed again 
a long silence,” when the lord deputy called on sir AVil- 
liam Parsons, the master of the wards, to deliver his 
opinion. It was unfavourable. I was then put to 
my last refuge,” says Wentworth, which was plainly 


* The lords jiisticofi were the chief learierH j)f this body. Wentworth, in 
one of Ills dcbpatcbes, ha<l written thus : — ** On Thursday seven-night last 
in the morning, 1 visited both the justices at their own houses, which 
altXMt not formerly done liv other depiitieK, yet 1 conceived it was a duty 
lowed them, lieiiig as then but a private jierson, ax al\u to show an 
ample to others what v'ould always hecatne thnn to the supi vine f^overnor^ 
whom ft should please tus rnajesly to set over them.*' This was a subtle 
distinction, which their lordships did not afterwards find they had much 
profited by. 

‘ “ 1 ilcsirc,'' Wentworth had demanded of Cooke, “ that the orders set 
down for the privy eouiicil of Kiiglaiul might be sent unto us, with this 
addition, tliat no man spe.ik coveted save the deputy, and ttiat their 
spcecti may not he directed one to another, liut only to the tiepiity , as 
also, taking notice of their negligent meetings upon comirnttees, which, 
indeed, is passiing ill, torommand me straitly to C^sc them to attend 
those services as in duty they ought.” 

U 4 
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to declare that there was no necessity which induced me 
to take them to counsel in this business^/or rather^than 
fail in so necessary a duty to my wj^ister, I would under- 
take, upon the peril of my head, to make the king's army 
able to subsist, and to j^rouide fir itself amongst them 
without their help. Plowbeit, forth of my respect to 
themselves I, had been persuaded to put-this fair occa- 
sion into their hands^ not only to express their ready 
affections and dutiesiito his majesty, and so to have in 
their own particular a share in the honour and thanks 
of so noble a work ; but also tliat the proposition of this 
next contribution might move from the protestants, as 
it did this year from the papists, and so these no more 
in show than substance to go before those in their 
cheerfulness and readi$»ess to serve his majesty ; . . . 
so as my advice should be unto them, to make an offer 
under their hands to his* majesty of this next year’s 
contribution, with the desiie of a parliament, in such 
sort as is contained in their oder, which herewith 1 
send you enclosed. They are so horribly afraid that 
the cqptribution money should be set as an annual 
charge upon their inheritances, as they would redeem 
it at any rate, so as upon the name of a parliament 
thus proposed, it was something strange to see how in- 
stantly they gave consent to this proposition^ with all 
the cheerfulness possible, and agreed to have the letter 
drawn, which you have here signed with all their 
hands.” ^ 


* StrafTord Pajicrs, vol. i. pp, 98, 99. With characteristic purpose Went- 
wortli hubjoiiib to this dcspatrli a private luitc to Cooke : — ** I should 
humbly advise that iii some part of your next letter >ou would be pleased 
to Kive a touch with \our )>en concerning sir Adam lAiftus, such as 1 
might show him, for he deserves it ; and it will encourage the well affected, 
and aflVight the other, when they shall sec their actions are rightly un. 
derstoud by his niaji^ty ; and also some good words for the lord chancellor, 
the lord Cork, the lord of Ormond, and the lord Moiintiiorris ; and rhiefly 
to exprcNS in your desiiateh that his nn^esty will think of their desire for 
a pariiainent, and betwixt this and Christmas give them a fair and gracious 
answer, tor the very hope of it will give them great contentment, and 
make them go on very willingly with their pavnientb." Had none of these 
men atterwarcls thwarted him in his great despotic projects, Wentworth 
would have sought every means of covering them with rewards — to which 

he recognised no sVSit or measure, w'hcii called for by his notion of public 
service. 
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A parliament !” This w^rd, Wentworth knew^ 
would sound harshly *in the ear of Charles^ who ha!]^ 
by this tiine^ prohroited its very mention in England. 
But he saw, from what had occurred in the council^ 
in what consideratioi^ the mere name was held there ; 
and he saw, moreover, abroad among the nation, a feel- 
ing in favour of it, wliicli might, by a bqjd movement, 
be even wrested to the purpose of tyranny, but could 
never, with any safety to thaio cause, be altogether 
avoided. 

Nor was this aspect of affairs forced upon Wentworth 
by necessity alone. He had certainly entered Ireland 
with one paramount object, — that of making his master 

the most absolute prince in (’hristcndom,’' in so far as 
regarded that conquered coi^try.’* Wealthier he 
meant her to become, even in the midst of his ex- 
actions ; but a slave he had*resolved to make her, in so 
far as the popular control was to be admitted over her 
government. Yet it has been shown that W^entworth was 
not a vain man, that he was ever ready to receive the 
suggestions of the occasion and the time, and it^is clear 
that he entered Ireland by no means assured of being 
able to carry his purposes into effect by the simple and 
straightforward machinery of an absolute despotism. 
The king might see in parliaments nothing but an un- 
necessary obstruction to the free exercise of his royal 
will, ami might have directed Wentworth to put them 
off handsomely," or otherwise. But VYentworth had 
impressions of his own, which were not to be so got rid 
of. These parliaments — which had been only hurriwlly 
glanced at by the averted eye of Charles, on some 
occasion when he had been forced to come at the 
year's end with his hat in his hand," and to whom the 
notion they had conveyed was simply the strength, 
ening his conviction that ^‘^such assemblies were of the 
nature of cats, they ever grew cursed with age" — 
these parliaments were known thoroughly, and were 
remembered profoundly, by Wentworth. He had been 
conversant with the measures, and connected with the 
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men. He had been the associate of Pym, and had 
spoken and voted in the same rahks with Eliot. Such 
an experience might be abhorred/, but could not be 
made light of ; and that mighty power, of which he 
had been the sometime portion, never deserted the mind 
of Wentworth. He boldly suffered its image to con- 
front him, that he might the better resist its spirit and 
divert its tendency. 

When he arrived Ireland, therefore, he was quite 
prepared for the mention of parliament — even for the 
obligation of granting it. He had not watched human 
nature superficially, though, unfortunately, he missed 
of the final knowledge. lie would have retained that 
engine whose wondrous effects he had witnessed, and had 
even assisted in produoing. He would have compelled 
it to be as efficient in the service of its new master, as of 
late in withstanding his ]ileasnre. And Wentworth 
could not but feel, probably, that the foundation for so 
vast a scheme as his, which was to etnbotly so many 
far-stretching assumjitions, might be not unsafely propped 
at the jfirst with a little reverence of authority.' He 
would set up a parliament, for instance, wdiich should 
make itself eminent to posterity as the very basis and 
foundation of the greatest happiness and prosperity 
that ever befell this nation,” — by the extraordinary and 
notaldc process of being forced to confirm the king's 
claim to unlimited prerogative ! That way of parlia- 
inents,” it is evident from many passages in his des- 
patches, he could not hut covet. — even while he spoke of 
leaving such forms,” and betaking himself to his 

‘ On one occasion, it may be remarked, when the attorney-general in Eng- 
land nuu'h wished, as he tanrioti, to streiigthcn the lanious Poynings* act 
by an altohtion of certain incidents attacheil to it, Wentworth o^wsod him 
in an elaborate argument, I quote a remarkable passage from the des- 
patch : — ** Truly 1 am of opinion, that in these matters of form it is the 
best not to be wiser than those that went before us, but ‘ stnir super vias 
antiquas. ' Fur tietter tt is to follow the old track in this particular , than 
quesiwn the validity oj alt the statutes enacted since Poi/ntUfts’ act ; far if 
this whuh ts done in conformity thereunto In' not spjfiaent to warrant the 
sumutom oJ this present partiamentj then were alt those parliaments upon 
the same grounds unlaufully assemidedt and consequently alt their acts 
imd ; which is a piAt far better to sleep tn peace, than unnecessarily or 
farther to be awakenedP Vol. i. p. 2L9. 
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majesty’s undoubted privilege.” * Power, indeed, was the 
great law of W entw>rfh’s being ; but from all this it may 
be fairly supposed, that even over the days of his highest 
and most palmy state lingered the uneasy fear that he 
might, after all, ha^e mista1<|n the nature of power, 
and be doomed as a sacrifice at last to its truer, and 
grander, and tnorc lasting issues. The fctal danger he 
frequently challenged — the at peril of my head,” 
which so often occurs in his dispatches — must have 
unpleasantly betrayed this to his confederates in London. 

A ])arliainent then, he acknowle<lged to himself, must 
ultimately be summoned in Ireland. But he was cau- 
tious in communicating this to the English council. 

My opinion as touching a parliament,” he writes to 
Cooke, I am still gathering# for, hut shall be very 
cautious and cunctative in a business of so great weight, 
naturally distrusting my Judgment, and more here, 
wltere 1 am in a sort yet a stranger, than in places 
where I had been bred, versed, and acquainted in the 
affairs and with the conditions of men ; so as I shall 
hardly be ready so soon to deliver myself th^Tcin as 
formerly I writ; but, God willing, 1 shall transmit 
that and my judgment upon many other the chief 
services of his majesty betwixt this and Christmas. I 
protest unto you it is never a day 1 do not heat my 
brains about them some hours, well foreseeing that the 
chief success of all my labours will consist much in 
providently and discreetly choosing and saddening iny 
first ground : for if that chance to be mislayed or left 
loose, the higher I go the greater and more sudden will 
be the downcome.”^ Some short time, however, after 


> Strafford Papers, vol i. p. 134. Afore genuine anil chararteriktic still 
was a li'tter he enclosed by the same mei^enger to lord Carlisle : — “ 1 am 
>ct itigathenng with all possible cirrumspfH'tion iny observations, where, 
u^ion what, and when, tp advise a reformation, and to set in>t>clt into the 
way of it. under <>o<i’s good blcsMiig, and the conduct ot ins majesty’s 
Wisdom. I shall, before it lie long, be riiKS to return the Iriiit of rnv labours 
to be examined and cotisideretl on (hat side, and then rightly diopoxed to 
set thc>in on work and pursue them here with etteet, taking along with me 
those two great household gods, which ought always to be reverenced in 
the courts, and sway in the actions, of princes,— lionc^r and Justice. 'I'hesc 
counsels, I confess, arc secret ones, it being one qf my chiej'est cares to con- 
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the date of this lettef, he forwarded an elaborate des- 
patch to the secretary for the conoid sration of the king. 
In this despatch he insisted very f.trongly on the wide 
distinction between English and Irish parliaments which 
had been planted by the act of I^bynings*, he dwelt on 
the exigencies of the stace^ and alleged various i)owerful 
reasons in thi^J regard, lie claimed also«the permission 
to issue the writs instantly ; for if they were deferred 
till the voluntary coniribution should again be about 
teririinate, they would appear, he argued, to iss from 


real tnj/ rnti'vtumsfyoni them all fu'ri\ as the> witl» tho samo ' jstry Dry 
into 1110, and silt ovory oonior for tlioiii ; anil this I do, to tho end * • *’i(, , 

if it ho possihio, will from them iiij>oiiuous and oloar ndvii o tm 

mne unify to Jinvc, ij ituy once </#^. otu • hott} / njfi eftif */ >t>i it m 
the fifHUfs qt this p/(ur tin wothf tke .A/i?////, he he w the o, t'll 

they hatif instHttiit< d thninte/i^'t into the Ji uifuni oj Hivii oini euds^atui 
thill at (ijtei to net use h/tu, eiun o/ those thtiijis ivheiein therisr'>rs had a 
prniciiiaf shiin\ as ive/t in the louiisel as tn the e>eentton, (*od iii i me 
from (Ills ill sort ol inoii, and ^tvo 1110 |.r.u’o so far to sou into thoiii uolore- 
hand, as tinit iii'ithor niv niastor's sorvico nrni\*oir siilt’or hy ihoiii. My 
lord, I (‘vor woary von whon 1 boKiii, and jiid^i now I slioiild havotioiihled 
you, d tlio wind had stood olioiior tor Kiiitlaml ” 'I'hoo irl ol Stratt’ord had 
inolaiii holy and disastrous proof ol* tho truth of that aroowiit by Wont- 
woitli, “ of till* (ioiiiiis ot that pl.*u:o *’ Soiiio ot tho inoii who huntul liiiii 
most fiorools to tho soaUbld wort* moii Unit had boon wilhujt iiistrumoiitu 
ot his wi^sf powor in In land 

' 'I’ho oriKiu ot this :« t has lioon already adverted to 'I’ho popular U adors 
in Knitl niddoclainiod Miontrly against WVntvsorth's intorprolatuni ot it It 
toi I'liios won* produrrd, they iiiaintaiuod, of sulhi ii'iit wi*ighf uitisfy’ 
til.' kiii„ and louiiid, (ho intontion o| tho law was Inllitloil , ror, they 
argiii'd. It was novor ilosigiu-d toprooludo tliomoniltors uf parlianu'Ut, when 
unco .issoinbli'd, lioin uitroduoiUK mioIi otlior topu's as tliov might ilocin 
oxpodioiit lor thogouoral wolfarc Wviitwoith, 011 the othor hand, stioiui- 
uiisly coiilomlod that the o\profcs lottor of tho law w.is not to bo thus 
o\.'ido(l, tli.it tho provious approbation of rho King and (’oiiiicd w 'is dih> 
(iiu'tls loiiuiroii to each pro)H)Mtioii ; anil that no other me.iS'iros o.nild 
eior bo ni.i.lo Iho Mibjoct of dm ussioii Surely, bowovor, luoKiiig .it tho 
origin of tho moa^uro, tho popular i» tlio jiiit ronstruotion. ’I’lio act wait 
doMgilcd, with a U'lii'bcial purpose, to lodge tfu initiative pawn of par- 
liaii out III tho Krlgll^h couiiril, as a protection against tho tyranny of lords 
and deputies Hut once ostidiiisli this |K)W’or, and tho ri'i-tr.nnt was do- 
signi'd to termmato (ircat wa> the opportunity, however, for WViitworth, 
and ho made the most ot it. l*oy mugs’ lut was his shield. * I .irn of 
opiiiion,'' he writes to CjoKc, ** there c.iiitiot be any thing i‘'vadod, which 
in rojison of jitate ought to bo by his majesty's de|>iity ]»roserved with a 
more Ivallowod care, than Poviiiiigs* act, .md winch 1 shall never willingly 
sullbr to he touchod or hlomisluHl, more than iiiy right eye " Vol. 1. p liJ79. 
Ag.ani. whon tho English attorney pro]M)sed something which the lord 
deputy feared might work against tho stabilitv of the 1‘oynings’ lull, 'Wont- 
worth doscrihed it, “ A mighty power gotten hy the wisdom of loriuer times; 
and it would ho imputed to this age, 1 fc.ir' as a iinghtv tneheie by those 
tli.it sli.ill still siiocoed, should wo now ho so iiiiprovideiit as to Uw it ; and, 
for my own part, so zealous am 1 for tho prorog.itivos of iiiy master, so 
iiifiintoly 111 lovo with tins 111 eoiioeial, tliat niy hand shall novor ho had as 
an iiistriiinoiit of so^taUd .1 disservice to tlie crown, as 1 judge the remittal 
ur wcakeumg this imwer would be.” 
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necessity^ the parliament would Tbe emboldened to clqg 
their grants with koifditions, and conditions are not 
to be admitted witll any subjects, much less with this 
people, where your majesty’s absolute sovereignty goes 
much higher than it^ is taken^(perhaps) to be in Eng- 
land.” A detaile<l plan succeeded his many and most em- 
phatic reasons •which unquestionably '^clwched” them. 
The parliament that was to be summoned, Wentworth 
pledged himself should be dividetl into two sessions, — 
the first of which should hcexclusively devoted to the sul)- 
ject of supplies ; while the sccoml, which might he held 
six months afterwards, should be occupied with the con- 
firmation of the “ gnices,*' and other national measures, 
which his majesty so h-arfully fippreh ended. Now the 
parlia'uent, AVentworth reasonttd, would, in its first 
session, in all p».,l)ability, grant a sufficient sui)])ly for 
the expenditure of three ytars, and this once secured, 
the graces ” might Ik* flung over if necessary. Fur- 
ther, the lord deputy pledged himself that In* would j)ro- 
cure the return of a nearly equal number of ])rotestants 
and catholics to the house of commons, in order that 
hotl) p'jrties, being nearly balanced against each other, 
might he more easily managed. He proposed, more- 
over, to i>htain qualifications for a sufficient number of 
military oifieers, whose situations would render them de- 
pein’eiu on ju’ojiitiating the pleasure of the lord deputy. 
' 'hen, he urged, with the parties nearly equal, they 
.nigh* easily he kept in an equal condition of restraint 
and liarmlcssness, — since the catholics might he pri- 
vately w Med, that if no other provision was made for 
tht MiaiiM. jiance of the army, it wouhl he necessary to 
levy ( thciii the legal fines ; while all that was neces- 
sary t(* keep the })roU*stants in check, would ho to hint to 
them that, until a regular revenue was established, the 
king coidd not let go the voluntary contributions, or 
irritJite the recusants by the enforcement of the penal 
statutes. “ In the higher house,” A\"enlworth con- 
cluded, “your majesty will have, I tJjist, the bishops 
wholly for you ; the titular lords, rather than come over 
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th^mselves^ will put their proxies into such safe hands 
as may be thought of on this side/ and in the rest, 
your majesty hath such interest^ y^at out of duty to 
the crown, and obiioxiousness in themselves, as 1 do 
not apprehend inucli, indeed any, difficulty amongst 
them.” 

The whole .^f this extraordinary docufnent is given 
in an appendix to this volume \ and the reader is re- 
fpiested to turn to it tl?<;re. 

Let him turn afterwards to the dying words of its 
author, and sympathise, if he can, with the declaration 
they conveyed, that “ he was so far from being against 
parliaments, that ho did always think parliam^^nts in 
England to be the happy constitution of the kingdom 
and nation, and the best means, under God, to make 
the king and his people happy.” In what sense these 
words were int^’iidcd, under what dark veil their real 
object was concealed, the reader may now judge. It is 
uplifted before him. Those five sections l)y wdiich 
Charles is fully persuaded to condescenil to the pre- 
sent calling of 11 parliament,” — the notice of the vil- 
lanous juggle of the two sessions,” with which the 
wi I tolled people arc to be gulled, — the chuckling 
mention of the advantage to be taken of “ the frightful 
apprehension which at this time makes their hearts 
heat,” — the complacent provision made for the alter- 
native of their starting aside,” — the king who is to 
be able, and the minister who is to be ready, to 
chastise such forgetfulness,” and justly to punish so 
great a forfeit as this must needs he judged to be in 
them,” — all these things have long ago been expiated 
by AVentworth and his master ; but their damning re- 
coid remains against those, who would proclaim that 
expiation to have been unjustlv demanded. 

Overwhelmed by his minister’s project, Charles at 
last yielded.- Still, even while, reluctantly, he con- 
sented, he could not see altogether clearly the necessity 

Afi)iendix. 

^ SStratlbril Papers, vol. I p. 231. 



EARL OP STRAFFORD. 


303 


for these things being done these ways/' and all the 
assurances of the lord jleputy could not prevent Charles 
bidding him, as ror that hydra, take good heed ; for 
you know, that here^ I have found it as well cunning 
as malicious. It is g^ue, that your grounds are well 
laid, and, I assure you, thatll have a great trust in 
your care and^ judgment ; yet my opinion is, thnt it 
will not ho tho worse for my service, tUlfuyh their ob- 
stinacy make, you to break them, Jiir I fear that they 
have some ground to demand more than it is Jit for me 
to give. This 1 would not say, if 1 had not coniidence 
in your courage and dexterity ; that, in that case, you 
woiilil set me down tliere an. e.mmple what to do 
heref 

\rentworth now issued his writs for a parliament to 
be instantly held in Dublin, ainl great joy prevailed 
among the people. The »privy council were suin- 
moned, in conformity with the provisions of tlie law of 
Poynings, to deliberate on the propositions to be trans- 
mitted to England as subjects for discussion in tlie 
se'^sion. To gain this iirst entrance into the work,** 
\rentw'orth observes, I thought it fit to intrust it in 
this manner with a committee, not only to expedite the 
thing itself the more, but also better to discover how 
their pulses beat, wlierein I conceived they would de- 
liver themselves more freely, than if 1 had been present 
amongst them myself.” Soon, however, wliile the lord 
deputy waited without, he uas rejoined by Ids trusty 
counsellors AVandesford and Hadcliffe, with the news 
that their a.ssociates were restive ; that they were pR)- 
posing all sorts of popular laws as necessary to con- 
ciliate the houses ; and that, as to subsidies, they quite 
objected to transmitting a bill with blanks to be filled 
up at discretion, and were of opinion that tiie amount 
should be specifiecl, and confined within the strictest 
limits of necessity. I not knowing what this might 
grow to,** writes Wentworth, WTiit instantly unto 
them, where they were in council, and told them j^lainly I 
feared tliey began at the wrong end, ^hus consulting 
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'what might please the 'people in a parliament, when it 
would better become a privy councU to consider what 
might please the king, and induc^ him to call one.” 
The imperious deputy next addressed them in a very 
long and able speech, pressed upon them the necessities 
of the nation, and the ^nly modes of arresting them. 

I'he king therefore desires,” he coi\tinued, '' this 
great work may be set on his right foot, settled by par- 
liament as the more bgaten path he covets to walk in, 
yrt not morts Ipyal than if done by his yrerogatmt royal, 
where the ordinary way fails him. If this people then 
can be so unwise as to cast off Ins gracious proposals, 
and tlieir own safety, it must be done without them ; 
and for myself, as their true friend, 1 must let them 
know, that I cannot ^loiibt, but tliey will altogether 
save me the trouble, hasten in their advice, and afford 
their best means for the fu»hlling these his so good in- 
tentions. That as a faithful servant to my master 1 shall 
counsel his majesty to attempt it first by the ordinary 
means ; disajipointed there, where he may with so 
much right expect it, 1 could not in a cause so just 
and necessary deny ’to appear for him in the bead of 
that army, and there either persaade them fully his 
majesty had reason on his side, or else think it a great 
honuar to die in the pursuit of that, wherein both jus- 
tice and piety had so far convinced my judgment, as 
not left me wherewithal to make one argument for 
denying myself unto commands so justly called for and 
laid upon me.” In conclusion, Wentworth gave them 
asVill more characteristic warning : — Again f did be- 
seech them to look well about, and be wise by others’ 
harms. They were not ignorant of the misfortunes 
these meetings had run in Kugland of late years. 'Fhat 
therefore they were not to strike their foot ujion the 
same stone of distrust, which had so often broken them. 
For I could tell them, as one that had, it may be, 
held my eyes as open upon those proceedings as another 
man, that what other accident this mischief might be 
ascribed unto, (here was nothing else that brought it 
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upon us^ but the king's standing justly to have tlie 
honour of trust his people^ and an ill-grounded 
narrow suspicion oY theirsj which would not be ever 
entreated^ albeit it stood with all the reason and wisdom 
in the world. Thisfwas th^t spirit of the air that 
walked in darkness betwixt them, abusing both, whereon 
if once one Ubam of light and truth had happily re- 
flected, it had vanished like smoke before it 1"^ 

The council could not hold*to%)nc of their purposes 
in the presence of such overawing energy — where- 
upon they did, with all cheerfulness, assent unto the 
council ; professed they would entirely conform them- 
selves unto it ; acknowledged it was most reasonable this 
kingdom should defray itself ; that they would not 
offer the pardon, or any other net that might bear the 
interpretation of a condition ; that they would send over 
no other laws but such asM should like; nay, if 1 
pleased, they would send over the bill of subsidy 
alone.” 

Another obstruction remained, which was as fiercely 
and immediately disj)osed of. The council hari ven- 
tured to suggest to the lord deputy the existence of an 
ancient custom, whereby the lords of the pale claimccl 
the right of being consulted respecting the projected 

' See Straffhrd I’lipora, vril. i. p iiXJ— IMI . for the ilespatrh, in wliieii 
these tlniifTH are all ino>t hap|iily liescribed Liuid, in a Kiil)!iCf)iipnt letter, 
ftives Wentworth some acenuiit ot the way in which the ilespateh had been 
received I extract one iiiniising paiKaKe: — "'J he next day, at (ireen. 
wich, your despatch to 'ccretary ('oke was read to the committee, thekirift 
present, order pveii for us to meet, and for specs! ol oiir answer to yon. 

If B|ieed be not made to your mind, I am not in fault, and I hope yon wili 
have all Ihinns in time Kvery body liken vonr rarruKe and dibeonrse to 
the eoiiiicii, but thought it too long, find f/in/ too murh stminthwaxput 
upon it ; but you mat/ ice wAiit it ts to In' an able sprat • r. Your old Iriend 
says, he had rather see you talk sometlniiK into the excherpicr, but he 
pleases himself extremely to see how able Ilrutus is in the Keiiate-liouse! 
And wot jou what!' When we came to this (lassage in’ your despatch, 

* Again, 1 did licscech them to look well alaiut, and to be wise l«y othera’ 
hariiK, thev were not ignorant ot the inislortiinra these ineetiiigK had run 
in Knglaiid ol late years,' Ae. Here a grwd JrtcHrt yours mferjiosett, 

‘ quorum pars magnajui.' 1 hofic you will charge this home iijinn my lortl 
(’ottingtoii ; he hath so many Spanish truks, that 1 cannot tell how to 
trust him for any thing but making of legs to fair ladies "—.V/ri^ord 
Papers^ vol. I. lip. 2:15, iiOfi 

=* Strafibrd I’aiicrs, vol. i. p. 25.'i. To this Wentworth shrewdly sub- 
joins,-. “ But I, not thinking it fit it should come so smgly from the king 
without some expression of care for the good gavcrn»ient of his people, 
have eaused it to be accompanied, as you will receive it, by this express.” 

VUL. 11. X 
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in(.*asurcsj but which Wentworth had at once silenced 
by a direct and round answef.”/ Four days after 
this, however, tlie earl of Finpjal! on behalf of his 
brother peers, obtained an interview, and, as the de- 
puty described, very gravely, aifd in a kind of elabo- 
rate way, told me,” &C.1&C. It is simply necessary to 
add, that so peremptory and supremel)rcontemptuous 
was \Fentworth’s reception of these traditionary claims, 
that the lord Fingal fain to escape from his presence 
with a submissive apology.* 

Nothing remained now but the elections. Some 
difficulty attended them at the first, but one or two 
resolute measures quelled it.- In July, an admi- 

rably balanced party of catholics and protesta! its assem- 
bled in the Irisli housci of commons. 

With extraordinary pomp and ceremony* the lord 
deputy proceeded to meet tfiein. His speech, however, 
was more startling than his splendour. lie began 
by telling them that two sessions should he held ; and 
thfit the first, according to tlie natural order,'' should 
he (lev,oted to the sovereign, and the second to the 

’ So** tho deputy’s own aocount, Straflbnl Papers, vol i. |»p CH*, W. 

■’ “ ’Pile unit Jesuits hcu%” writes Wcntwiirlli, in a very aide 

dcspatc'li to Cooke, “are voiy busy iiithe election of knights and l)urKe^6C8 
for this parliament, rail the people to their masses, .nul there ch.irm* them, 
<m pain of evcoinniuincatum, to give their voice with uo protes'ant. 1 
pnriKise here.irtcr to ipie-tion seme of them ; — being, indeed, a \ ei y insuf- 
ferable tiling fur them thus to interpose m e.au'.es w'hii'h are purely civil; 
and oi pa^Miig ill coiiM-tpienre, to warm and inll.inie the siihjccts one 
against .mother ; and, in the last resort, iobung it to a Hirrct pnrlt/ qfpro~ 
trstant and pnptst, which suiely ts to Ih’ avouied as much tut may be, unless 
our nmnbrn woe the ptcafrr. A shenll' that, being set on by thesie tcl- 
loi|.'«, earricil liiiiiiielf 1 nutlnoll^ 1 y in the election of burgi*sses for tins town, 
we brought into the Castle CliJinbcr U|)on an ote tenus, where, upon wh:it 
he had set under his hanil, we fined him 200/., and oOO/. more tor his 
contempt in refusing to set Ins hand to another {lart of his examination, 
both at the council hoard and in open court, disabling him for ever bearing 
that office hercatlcr in this city. Which wrought so good an cfPeer, as 
giving order proently for chusing of a new sheni)', and going on the next 
day with the election .ignni, the voice.s were all orderly taken ; and tho 
conformable pi oving the gre.itcr II iimticr, Catelin, the king’s serjeant and 
recorder of this town, and alderman Barry, a protostnnt, were chosen ; the 
former whereof I intend to make the s^ieaker, hciiig a very able man for 
that purpose, and one 1 assure myself will in all things apply himself to 
Ills majesty’s service.'* — Strafford Papas, vol. i. p. 2GI), 

^ “ It was the greatest civility and splendour," writes W’entworth, “ Ire- 
land over saw. A very gallant nobility and gentry appcarcil, far above 
that 1 expected.'* V|.. i. p. S76. See a programme in the Biog. Brit. voL vii, 
pp. 4184, 4185. 
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subject. In tlemanding supplies,’* he continued, 
only require you tJ provide for your own saffty ; I 
expect, therefore, your contributions will lx; both liberal 
and |)erinanent. ’Fliat is, there must be a standing 
revenue (mark it well) provideil by you to supply and 
settle the constant payments of the army. For it is 
far below my great master to eome at every year’s end, 
with his hat in his band, to entreat that you w^ould be 
pleased to preserve yourselves.*' Moreover, he told 
them that, if they expected cons^int protection without 
eontiibuting towards it, they looked for more than had 
ever been the portion of a “ conquered kingdom.” A 
bitter warning succeeded this of tlie fate of Fnglisli 
parliaments. “ 'I’ake heed,” he said, in a lesson from 
ids own patriotic experiences, ^ take heed of private 
meetings and consults in your chandlers, by design and 
privity aforchand to contri\e how to discourse and 
carry the puldu* aH'airs when you come into the houses. 
For, besides that they are in themselves unlawful, ami 
punishable in a gricnous measure, I never knew them 
in all iny experience to do any good to the public or to 
any particular man. 1 have often known them do much 
harm to both.” AVitli these w%*rc mingled some just 
en treatments. Divide not nationally betwixt Knglish 
and Irish. The king makes no distinction betwixt you, 
but reputes you all without prejudice, and that upon 
safe and true grounds, 1 assure myself, his good and 
faithful subjects. And madness it were in you, then, to 
raise that wall of separation amongst yourselves, if 
you should, you know who the old proverb deems 
likest to go to the wall ; and, believe me, England will 
not prove the weakest. But, above all, divide not be- 
tween the interests of the king and his jicople, as if 
there were one being of the king, and another lx;ing of 
his people.” He concluded with a distinct statement, 
that their conduct during the session should he attended, 
according to its results, with punishment or reward.”* 
Not in words only, but equally in the manner of its 

‘ Straflibrd Papers, vul. i. pp, 287— 2!l0i 
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delivery, did this speech proclaim the despotic genius 
of lord Wentworth. Here he rcsoAed to all those arts 
which, as I have before remarked, are essentially ne- 
cessary to the success of the despot ; and illustrated, by 
conduct which to such ^iperficial statesmen as my lord 
Cottington seemed vain and unnecessary, his profound 
knowledge of character. Well,’* he ‘writes to his 
more relying friend the archbishop of Canterbury, — 

well, spoken it is since, good or bad I cannot tell 
whether ; but sure, I am not able yet to help myself to 
a coj)y of it. But as it was, / it net betwixt my 
teeth, hut so loud and heartily, that 1 protest unto you 
l iras faint withal at the present, and the worse for it 
two or three days after. It makes no matter, for this 
way I was assured they should have sound at least, with 
how little weiyht soever it, should he attended. And the 
surress was answerable. For had it been low and mildly 
delivered, I might perehance have gotten from them, it 
was pretty well , — whereas this way, filling one of their 
senses with noise, and amusing the rest with earnestness 
and vMemenee, they swear (yet forgive them, they know 
not what they say /) it was the h(*st spoken they ever heard 
in their lives. Let Cottington crack me that nut 
nou\ ' 

Secure of his measures, Wentworth demanded at 
once the enormous grant of six subsidies.- With the 
view, at the same time, of preventing the possibility of 
the parties communicating in any way with each other, 
a’^d so cutting from beneath them every ground of mutual 
reliance, he introduced the proposition to the house on 
the second day of their meeting. Ignorant of each 
other’s sentiments — incapable of any thing like a plan 
of opposition — nothing was left for protestanls and 

> Stratford P{i|»crs, vol. i. ji, 5273. 

tie had great riifKeulty in inducing the privy council to accede to 
thif. At liUit he prevailed — '* Sir Adam l.oflu$/’AS he writes to ('(K>ke, 
** fir-t hegtniiiiig the dance, which is now the second time he hath done 
the king )>assing gnml service tii this kind." Vol i p ‘i.’iD Nut a single 
service did lord Wp'jlworth ever receive, without acknowledging it strongly 
w the king, acconi{iamcd by the siiceial naming of those who had so served 
him. 
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catholics but to seek to rival eatli other, as it were, in 
the devotion of lojlsiUy. The subsidies were voted un- 
conditionally and one voice of profound respect for 
the lord deputy rose from all.- Not less successful 
was his inaniigement of tlu; convocation of Irish clergy, 
which had been summoned wWi parliament, and from 
whom eight aubsidies were ultimately procured. For- 
tified with liis money bills, and just as tlie scission was 
on the eve of closing, Wentwortl^ turned with contempt 
to the proceedings of the house of lords. ’* Here had 

■ These wore the fi nit “ softltHi subsulies” that had ever been fuiid iii 
Ireland Sfc Caiiers, \nl i. p .'i)l 

5* Si-e Strafford Papers, vol i pp ‘J77 — 27“. One rostivt* nuMiiber (here 
was, and niir niil\ 'J'his was sir Itolicit I'alhot , whr>, haviiif; nuMitioiicd 
VV'oiitworth without a snltirunith awMiil respert, w.is iiptaiitlv cxpi'IIr'd, 
and I'oniinitti'd tomsIodN tdl, un hi«> kiuM's, ho lioiftn'd piinloii ol tiiiMii*- 
put) ('onnnons' .loiii n vol i p IKi l^-tand, \oi ni p IS One rase 
mav ho addnltothis ot'a M*rv diOeront ohanioitM, in proofth.d, whon Wont* 
woith >aw the iiRMiis oi .ulvanoinf! the piiblio servioo, i>m>m .it the oust of 
soim* personal ooiiMilorafion, ho did iwt o iU‘to waive the latter AinoiiKtlH’ 
prool.iina(iniis ho had issued to n-Kul do the p irlianient.irv sitting', lit* ex- 
})re<slv tornado tin* (.'iitranor ot an> inoinbfrot either lioiisi* w itb bis sword, 
;ind all obo>ed this e\oept the yoiiii^ i uri of ()i inomi, w ho tf>lil the ushor 
of the bl.iok rod that he should have no sword ol liis (>xeepr tl)roii}!h hiH 
liody. lM|ually reoolide wms iiis aiisui r to the fiery (|Ue»ti(inini' ol ihe lord 
dcpiit\ liinisilt, — rpiii'tly produeiiih his inajestj *s wi it, whirl) lunl ealled 
linn to p irhainent " einctuni i uin Ki<>dio.** or '* per nin torani I'lailii '* The 
<ion>)t (Ikmi oreurred.tu the deputy, o( the supenor.v.iliie ol \oiiii|f Ornioiid's 
iier)i(e tohisenmit> ; and, after eoiisultation with ** liis tw’o (nemis, sir 
neorifi' Itadeliffe .iiid Mr NV.indesrord,” the youth w ,i>t taken intol.nour 
1 am ohli^’ed to 'Mr (Jrotlon ( roki r tor the tavoiir ot this noie, wliicli I 
liiid III a iiianiixe-ipt tiaiwlatioii he has Ixmmi K'^nd eiioiiKh to lend im*, of 
the liish portion ot the traiels ot .i KaMonndin^ i-oxfmniMrf ,i J'leiieli. 
man, Sionr de la lionlkne-le-tuiu/., who lioiioiired tin* isl.iiid wdli his 
company III lol'i, and oliliKid the world with a most ainijsiii)' account of 
Ills visit. I Ills veiy Orinoiid was then viccToy, and Iho p it lie had 
hti)|si>|l' plaved to loiii Wentworth wa-i curiously enoo^di rivalleit on this 
occasion by the illustrious la* (ion/ ** I tolloued the Inin,” oha-rves our 
traxelleT, in Mr C'loKei's h ippy liaiisl itioii, “ in order ti» enter nioie fieely 
into t tie eastle, but at the door they oidered irie to l.iy dow'ii niy sword, 
winch I would not do, sa%in>; that, In'iok lairii ol a loiidition to i-.iiyy it 
before the kill;;, I would ratb<‘r not sn the e.isiie tli.iii part wi'ii ni\ arms. 
A f'crdleiii.in in the suile ol the ve*eroy. M'lttifj fmni mi/ i^aHnnl fjt’tmnfi 
that / was a J'r, m htmiu, t lok me ny (In* h.uid, say ini', * .stranm'is sli.dl on 
this fM'iasion be more t.noined than ri-snients,’ and he hroii;;ht no in 1 
replied to him, that hi-‘ n\i\i\\rf/Maf Ini -—that oj thr I- n ach ioioanis Atx 
mttaai. irhrii ///i // itirt them tu Vmme ' ” 

’ U was one o( iln* strokes of i In* Unil deputvS polnv to aKKravntr* everv 
difference het^eeii tin* two houses He d> senhes, w illi sin<>nlai sarcasm, 
111 one ot Ills desp.itclics, a ihfferenee ol tins sort. “ 'J'he f ominoiis would 
not confer with the lords, niile»s they minhl sit .ind he coveied, an well an 
their |nrds|ii|)f., which the other would hy no me.ins admit Tor rii\ part 1 
did not lay it \er> near inv he.iri toagrei them, as havnm hi*retolore se»*n 
the effects' wh'i'h lollowwlien they are in stmt oriiler't.indiii^', or at dil- 
fcreiice ainoiiK't tliciriseUes 1 saw* pkiinly tlKit kcepiii); them at liistanee 
I did avoid thtMr joining in a petition lor the graceKf’ — ,SV#v/^c>/-d Papers. 
vol. I. p. 
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been opposition — the positive enactment of various 
salutary regulations — the consider^'tion of grievances ! 

I let them alone,” says one of his despatches^ “ till 
the last day that 1 came into the house to conclude the 
session ; but then, being very jeelous lest in my time 
any thing might creep and grow upon the king’s 
prerogative in this tender and important particular I 
clearly declared they had therein proceeded further than 

they had warrant for^ and did beseech their 

lordships to be better advised for the future, and not to 
exceed that power which was left them by that law, to 
wit, — a liberty only to offer by j)etition'to the deputy 
and council such considerations as they might conceive 
to be good for the commonwealth, by them to lx* trans- 
mitted for laws, or staid, as to them should seem best ; 
whereunto they condescended without any opposition.” 

The Kiiglish ministers wtf.e rapt in delight and aston. 
ishmciit ! As the time approached, however, for the 
second session — the session of “ graces” — a shadow 
fell over their congratulations. Bucklered with his 
law of Poynings, the lord deputy bravely reassured 
them. *• l‘\)r my own part,” he wrote to (’ooke — in 
the apt simile of an amusement wliich he w'as then, in 
the liitervalvS of his bodily infirmities, ardently given to 
— “ for my own part, 1 see not any hazard in it, con- 
sidering that we have tliis lyme hound in our power, 
still lo take off' when we please; which is not so easy 
wdth your jiarlianients of England, where sometimes 
tliey hunt loose, forth of commaiitl, choose and give over 
tluAr own game as tliey list themselves.’ - Further, 

’ Tho l.iw of Poyiuiif'i.. 

“ Str.illiiMi eapiTs, veil, i p 'A^Tt VVeotwortli |»ri'spr\oi] tlirouj'li life, 
liotu ith.st.ui(liii^ Ills fnglitftil illtiessos, the uuiitt pa'^nioii.itt* femliieNs for 
hiiiilKig and li.iivkiiig It in I'lii ioun to iiliNer%e, hi his :uT(iiiiitN ni these 
aniiisi uu’iits, ait otv.iNioii.il h ttiiig out nt another ohjeel lie may have liail 
III tliem, he-iiles that of perMin.)! enjoy nieiit. 'I'hey jjave bun an opjior- 
lunitv ot iliNp) IV. “ Your ilefeat of \our hawking .sport in Wiltshire,’' he 
wiites at ahoul this tune to ('ottington, “ is uothin.; like to mine ; for (as 
the man ^ou wot ot >aul by the piget>ii'>) here hatli not been n pai fridge 
in the niemor) of man, so as having .1 piv-uig high Hying t.irseli 1 .nn cieii 
Ki'Hing bini down, and to.morro'v purpose, w ith a east or two ot spar- 
iMuks, to lift, ike inispl'to ll\ at Mat klniON, exrr and aiioii takiiig tin in on 
the pate imUi a trunk. It is excellent sport, there bang yjmeti/m's‘2.W 
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however, to quiet the apprehinsions of Charles, and 
induce him to sniffer the continuance of parliament, 
Wentworth wrote to the king, telling him that the lord 
deputy and his council meant to take on themselves the 
whole responsibility and blame of refusing the obnoxious 
graces, while the whole ineritPof granting such as might 
be granted stately should Im? given to his^majestyJ 
\Ventworth redeemed his pledge. It is unnecessary 
to describe the proceedings of tliat session at any length. 
Suffice it to say, that the arts and energy of the first 
session w'ere redoubled to a greater success in the 
second. None of the obnoxious graces were accorded. 
He openly told the parliament that he had refused even 
to transmit them to Kngland, and assertcil his right to 
do this under the law of Voy^tingK. - For a time, the 
overbearing energy of his measures forceii the members 
to the silence of fear, — htlt this was broken by the ca- 
tholic party, who, having suffered the most grievous 
wrong in the deception, at last made a feeble show of 
resistance. AV^mtworth instantly flung all his influence 
for the first time among the protestants, and precipitated 
th(' eailiolies into a trial of their strength, unadvised 
with (*aeh other, and utterly unprepared, 'rhey wt‘re 
at once defeated. 'I'he ])rotestan!s then claimetl their 
reward, and with an eainestne*'S which was oidy finally 
subdued by the lord deputy’s threats of worse terrors 
than tliose wdiicli their 'wiongs inehided.* He had 


hoi on tht Ju'hi loithiu'r HfHin wIkto tin* lout t>f I'ltiisail f»nt of 

u itli .1 piiDi f.iIiiMMrru tuo, .111(1 il sir Wiiiil arui (gihriol 

he yotTi'ii .i'dlit,', It i» .1 rc'p:«lc* *’ — Shaj)unl vol i. p |(k{ 

I S<‘i' Str.iMiird I'rtiiiTii, vol I ]• .>-S. Ami hi-c tlio (if'patch to (’ooko, 
vol I :s 

■ Soi‘ Sti.if^onl P.ipiT-., viil 1 p * 11 ;. 

' “ 1 iiiiiiiillv .iii'l (Ml 111 •‘•h told thfiii 1 vv.is viTv inililKTiMit what rc*'*o- 
liitioii till* lioii'r '•hoidd l.ill upon, -i-n me tnoju'r mder'nmnh .i infuslrr 
ever to ii'.ir to Im* .lh•^v(■r.ll.h• lor ilu* •‘Uci'V'SOI .dl.(ii-iii I'ontiiii'iMM'o, ao 
loii^ .IS I iliiU >111 1'ri'Iv and I tdlilidlv rndi* .voor that vvinih I lonrcived tobi* 
for Mu* bt"*t Th'it flin « trt-i r two i j/i/» / htul ///// i tfc no, oiit/ t/ir onr / frouid 
atiiiin unto , — fit/n i il \uhni/ gram;/ th-' i" nftfi' hi /o* tmi/rs/i/'s juU 
‘O' o //t\t ori tfoun of hn nh, it mi tiilfi lu >n/ii t unh ot thr kinfi. 
The lii't was iJiideiM.ddv .nul rvideiitly liO'f lor tb m ; hut roiilit ni> iri.i'iter 
11) bis ft todiio'. roiiNiticT boiiM'lt .'ipart Iroiri his S|||,j(.( nr llit'sc hi comi* 
so ingrot I*. I spohr it mufiih utly upon the ;<«'/// of lui/ hrott, a hrnuh shimhi 
/«• In'th r Jor hnn thon uny supply they couhi finv tmn lu pinhariu'iit. And 
therefore' 1 ihd de*ire that no nun »»iiiiiild ueceivo hmiHi'lt • my iru'-ler Witi. 

X % 
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nothing left now but to' write one of his most pleasing 
de*8patche8 to his royal master^ oonfsiining ‘^at once a 
clear and full relation of the issue of this second ses. 
sion, which was, through the wayward frowardiiess of 
the popish party, so troublesome upon the first access, 
but is now recovered and*determined by the good assist- 
ance of the protestants, with great advantage to your 
majesty, by those excellent and heneticial laws which, 
with much tugging, arp gotten from tliein ; •••'' o/l the 
yrnee^i prejudiciai to the ernwy laid also so ouh,. tsleep 
as / am confident they arc never to he nuufl\ened more,*' * 
In the next despatch he hcl tlie satisfaction of assnnng 
his maje'ity, that the j/rivilege of impearlnnenl had 
been wrented both from 1- tis and commons ■' ; in the 
next, that certain troubles of the convoiatioii had been 
most emphatically silenced^; and in the next, thru liis 
majesty was now, in the per.um of his humble deputy, 
the unconti oiled dis]Miser of tlu‘ destinies of Ireland! 
“ So now I can say,” wrote \\ fiitworth at th(‘ close of 
a long despateli, wincli by the same messenger he had 
forwarded to liaud, an<l winch contains a remarkable 
summary of the many important services he had ren- 
dered to the crown, — “ ao now J eon say the hiny is n.s 
absolute here as any /tnner in the whole world ean be, 
and may be .\till, if if be not spoiled on that side. For, 


not to M<(*k III his roiiiisi'ls, nor U4t> lio n ]irnu'(' that nthor cnuld or would 
bo dtMiuvl ju*.! things ” I’oi fhi* \.irnuis iiicidonts j»r this session, mv Siraf- 
lord l^ll»'r^, ml i. iip .j'jo, i-i /..s 1* ,n .;tJ, Jiri .ii'* 

' III the s.inif di'spali'h ^whifh m’i,' in Sit iDord I'.ipors, vol. i. p Ul ) 
VVVntwoith lira's upon iho kiii*» the ucTossit) ol his siirroinlprinK in.ittor> 
nt pitbon.igc and so loith nioit* niiiiu'di.itpU intu his lord drpiit)'s hands — 
“ 'i'hi* lower ^h.lr( rs m the juTvire, tin* lewer their will he to press tor 
rew.iids, to the lesM'iniif; ol >onr majesty’s prolit. and the more enlue W'lll 
llio henern he pieser^ed lor your i'ri>wn ; H'/nf/i w/maI, tn all lhi\c njfiurs, 
aynt shall, hi my pjoinpal, m'\%, im>h n, my soi k i m» ” 

■' Si*e the ease of sir \ meent tiookiii, I’.ipi rs, \ol i. pp. >-l<» ami J‘M. 
Wentworth oMablisIn d h\ this « ase, ihM, mulei royninK's i.iw, aet' of judi- 
eat uie no less than ot le^jislatnai, were proinbiteii, auve by consent ot the 
di'i>uty and Ins eouneil 

’ SeeMraHoid ra|>«T<, >nl i. pp. .’U,” — >l.*» “ I arn not ipnoraiit," sub- 

joined Wmiwoitli to llll^ de»pateh, with a sort ol imolimtarN fnuH’ast of 
All alter reikoiiin;t, wlneh he threw o(f in a M-tf-deei'ivnijr ji>t, — “ I am not 
Ignorant that nn Atiriiiig here. ii will In* siraiieiei) reported, and eeiisured 
■ on that side mnt hoiv I shtill In’ iihh /omis/uiw rni/siV/ n^nnu'f ijuui Pn/tnu’s, 
-l‘tnis, aiiiljltiis, mth ust tif that fft'wration oj cslU nams anil niilures^ 
till’ Lon! AiKnoi." 
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SO long as his majesty shall have here a deputy of faith 
and understanding, Vnd that he be preserved in^ credit* 
and independent upon any but the king himself, let it 
be laid, as a ground, it is the deputy's fault if the king 
be denied any reasonable desire." ^ 

'riiis was grateful news to iftaud. Of all tbc sug- 
gosters of the in famous counsels of Charles, Laud and 
W'entwortb were the most sincere : — Laud, from the 
intense faith with which he looked forward to the pos- 
sible swpreiiiae) of the ecclesiastical power, and to which 
he w.is bent upon going, “ thorough,” through every ob- 
stacle W'eiitworth, from that strong sense, with 
which l)irth and education had pel verted his genius, of 
the superior excellence of despotic rule. Their friend- 
ship, in eonse(nieiuv, notw’ith|tauding Wentworth's 
immense superiority in point of intellect*, continued 
tolerably fiim and steady, — ftiostfirm. indeed, consider- 
ing the nature of their public eonnection.- The let- 
ters wliich passeil between them partook of a more 
intimate character, in rcs]iect of the avowal of ulterior 
designs, than either of them, probably, chose to avow 
elsewhere , and thouiih many of their secret^ have been 
effectually coiicealeil from us by their fmpinit Use of 
cyphers, sufficient remain to ^hadow forth the ex- 
tremest pnrposi .s of both. 

Laud had to legrer his position in Kngland, con- 
trasted with that of the Irish deputy. My lord," he 

' n iiniisinj; .it to ril>>crvc the iDiniiMS'ions t(» wliirh Wnilworfli 

iidcd tor tlo- fji.ililic.ilioii fit J..11111, l.inj;)iiii},' at iliftn h i rflly ulnic 
hr (h*!. h.irvcf I thrill Ttif in til i'«lir p hiiii»rlt, howrvrr, liad in 

OL'iMMoii.d .-ii»pu 100 ol thi'i, .iiid itt to hr .oreii ai tiiiirs iiisiniiainiK, Irmri 
hfiiiMth \rlvi>t won'i, .1 rat-hkr riau — “ I prrrri\r vmi luf.in luiiiiild," 
hr writrN tfi tlir lonl firpiiti on one m•r.^'lOll, ** hut .1“ irt \iiiir ui.'itrriiils 
arr imt nmir iii , but li that \\ork do roiiir to inr lirlorr ( 'Imvtinai, ai voii 
pn>irii'>r It 1 will 1 iHr rvi'i-v i orinT 111 it. aiiii >011 know, iin |;fHHi 

iuril, . ttrr all >oiir lir.i;'};iiift, how I nrrird \ou <it York, and your ilnirrh 
work thrrr • f </" '’'■///// / putt/ proridc a nuatl mititfi /tomm-, // llu n In 1 rcr a 
dt i'lipt il htnti/ of a t hnn h to ttmke tt f«, amt then you \httU tn’ t/ tiljith tl. Jar 
iftm hwM one mmir ynur sfahtr alundy, it win hair not rrtrrinrd it, of 
whirh I rlul look tor .iii ai r omit acroraiiiK to )n\ n-iir niliiaiirf .-i lirlorr this 
tinir " Vol I, p l"»i, Wrntw'orth tiad lor^oiirn one 0/ hi-* liiriul's lirst 
roiiiinisoioii', winch flic reader will rcroUril to have hren ipintfd 

\ riinoiiN and iii'^lriirtn'c r-nas inifrht hr i.’lr.iiicd finiii Ihr Str.iHbrrl 
I’aficr", on (hr hiiliirri ot ttic trirndohipri of ttalfsiiicijj yr, rather ^.ly, of 
a kinft'f adM'icrui tor the in.ijurity ol ttieee men did UH deserve the ii'amt: 
of utatesincii. 
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writes to Wentworth'-, speaking of the general affairs of 
church and state, to speak fre«ly,‘ you may easily pro- 
mise more in either kind than I can perform : for, as 
for the church, it is so bound up in the forms of the 
common law, that it is not posoible for me, or for any 
man, to do that good '‘Which he would, or is bound to 
do. For your lordship sees, no man clearer, that they 
which have gotten so much power in and over the 
church will not let ^;o their hold ; they have, indeed, 
fangs with a witness, whatsoever T was once said in a 
passion to have. And for the Hnfe, indeed, my lord, I 
am for Thoronyli; but I see that both thick and thin 
stays somebody, where I conceive it should not ; and, it is 
impossible for me to go thorough alone. Hendes, ]irivatc 
ends are such blocks the public way, and lie so thick, 
that you may promise what you will, and I must per- 
form what I can, and no toore.” ‘ To this Wentworth 
answers in a letter which is not preserved. Its im- 
port, however, may be gathered from this remarkable 
passage in Lauds rejoinder; — 1 am very glad to 

read vour lonlsliip so resolute, and more to hear you 
affirm, that the footing of them which go thorough for 
our master’s service is not now upon fee, as it hath 
Ikh 11 . ifut you are wdthal upon so many ifs, that by 
their help you may preserve any man upon ice, be it 
never so slippery. As, first, if the common lawyers 
may he cont 'ined within their ancient and sober bounds; 
if the w'ord Thorough be not left out (as I am certain it 
is); if yfo grow not faint; //‘we ourselves lie not in 
f^ult; //'it come not U) peeeatum e.r te Israel; if others 
will do their parts as thoroughly as you promise for 
yourself, and ju^tly conceive of me. Now, 1 pray, with 
so many and such ifs as these, what may not be done, 
and in a brave and noble way ? Hut can you tell when 
these ifs will meet, or W brought together?”- Satis- 
factory is the lord deputy's returning assurance ; — 
“ For the ifs your lordship is pleased to impute unto 
me, 3^011 shall ^:erc.irtor have more positive doctrine. 1 

‘ Strallonl I’apers, vol i. p. 111. Ibid. vol. i. p ll"*. 



EAHL OK STnAFFORl), 


3\5 


know no reason, then, hut you m^f as well rule the com- 
man lawyers in Eih/lamd, as I, poor beagle, do here; and 
yet that I do, and wifi do, in nfl that concerns my mas- 
ters service, upon the peril of my head. 1 arn confi- 
dent that the king, lieing pleased to set himself in the 
business, is able, by his wisdoA and ministers, to carry 
any just and Ikinourable action thoroiigh^ll imaginary 
opposition, for real there can be none ; that to start 
aside for such panic fears, fantmtic apparitions, as a 
Pry line or an Eliot shall set up, nr re the meanest folly in 
the whole world ; that the debts of the erown taken of, 
you may govern as yon please; and most resol ate, T am 
that vH}rk may he done, without borrowing any help forth 
of the. king's lodgings, and that is as downright a pec- 
catum ex te Israel as ever was, i£a(l this he not eff 'eeted 
with speed and ease.** ^ 

Resolutely did the lord^leputy, as 1 have shown, 
realise these principles, — and every new act of despotism 
which struck terror into Ireland shot comfort to the 
heart of J^aud. for my marginal note,’' exclairns 

the archbishop, I see you deci]>iiere(l it well^ and 1 
see you make use of it too, — do so still ; thorow and 
thorow. Oh that I w’ere wlicre I might go so too! 
hut I am shackled between delays and umaTtainties. 
You have a great deal of honour here for y»)ur pro- 
ceedings. do on a dod’s name!**- And on Went- 
worth went, stopping at no gratuitous (p;arrel that had 
the slightest chance of pleasing the arclihishoii, even to 
the ilemolishing the family tomb of the eail of Cork, — 
since his gi ace, among his select ecciesia^^tical researches, 
had di -covered that the spot occupietl by my lord of 
(,’ork's family monuments, was precisely tliat spot upon 
which the commuiiion-table, to answer the pur|)o-eh of 
heaven, ought to stand !' 'fo minister to their mutual pur- 

’ Sfr.illiinl l*.i|M‘rs, v«il i p 17 » IijIUjuiuk this pasM-ij,'!', in Hu* h.iiiic 
I cttiT, IS I iiii'U.if't' wiiu li it wduhl IU‘ .1 (.'rijs'i nt dvn-iK y to qiiotr. 

'I'hf awh'iislinp jpiii .ifs to h.i\c n hsheil it 

- -if.itlonl I’apiMs, io|. 1, p 

It woii'd liL* MiMKissiljk- to iiotK-i- in iletail Uu' Viiri*.no por<>oiial rontwts 
in wlin'Ii Wc-ntworth tiiriu;'h iiom- o| tin tn^p.i-st tl, iint 'MiMi ihc 

most tnfliiuf, Avilliout ilUi^iratiiig, ii> a rcmarkahlc Uigrcc, the* geiioMl 
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posesj Wentworth also'introduced into Ireland the court 
of high commission, and wrested it to varipus notable 
purposes, political as well as religious. 

The distinction between him and his confederate 
during all these proceedings is, nevertheless, to he dis- 
cerned as widely as thi difference of their respecti\e 
intellect-*. lyentworth was a despot, bift his desjiotism 
included many noble, though misguided, pur])osos. Even 
with this liigh comrrission court, unjustifiable as were 
the irKan«-j he unquestionably effected an increase to the 
resj)LCtal)ility and usefulness of the clergy y. and refoimed 
the CLilesiastital couits, — while, at the same time, he 
nevei lo^-t siglit of the gieat piesent object of his govern- 
ment, tliat it should, “ in the way to all these, laise, 
peihaps, a good leveijue to the crown.’** So, while 
Laud, in England, was, by a series of horrible jieise- 
cutions, tortuiing and intitilating the puritans-, the 
deputy ot Ik land could boast with perfect tiuth that, 
** since 1 hid the honoiii to bi employed in this place, 
no hail of any man s head hath been touched for the 
free ei^crcise of his (onsciencc.’* ’ 


itiinsol Ills (li UK tit I iiiiy itl<r thi rcadit ns|Httini, tins ifliirnr 
♦n _^lil( 111 t(* l/H sii ijionl Piptrs, tol i |i> IJO Hj ->7 
1 * l»<>, iiul (0 vol II p “(I iiid 1* >S fnrdtnrk liit upon an 
inptnniis pi m d iliw nt ii^ tin lord dipiity, thouKli it liilid in lotist- 
ipuiiu ol fli( sii|(iuii iiiiUmui ol llu littii Hi wioti to (In lord 
tri isurt I NV t -sti ii, (In ii iiotoin iisU inloiis o( WiiiKvortli, iiid oppo cd Id 
nun II I 1 mil • mtn uu^ I i>|i\oui,lui tint iimurthism lutuiiiitllic 
bttnts n| j WiMmi t\ is (}i(nniti(d ’ 

* ^tr KIomI Pipi rs, tol 1 I IS*’ 

^ “Mr I’nnn , pii omi iii Ihi Touii, uho tilth pot Ills nrs si wid on 
th it lh( I f,ii w Ip 111! IS Ik Iok to his hi « 1 , is n I ipsnl into iit u iir irs ’ — 
hisn i\nf ! ' iuna t ) lltnlaotlh S/n/t/u / /‘’ir/if vol i 
P -w I) Vffiiii Prvnin s t irs < vpi ittd thosi ‘luw mois I ludsomi 
11 itn inhisiliiii n li ) , of (hi piinishini n( ol Iiif'hton, iSiotih 
diviiu, (In fitinr ot bishop 1 1 I'lUoii, is iiion lioiribli — ‘ Iud.iv, 
Noi 111, pirt ol Ins suitinit u im xitiitid upon linn in this in iiiiur, in 
nioiiiM piliK It V\ I still iisUr, 111 tiini turn I Ih w issn ri Iv vvhipptd 
iHiou hi i\ IS ])iit in tin joUorv filing -it iii thi pllorv, hi hid one 
ot his I Us lut oti Oin Mill ot Ins noM sht 1 nniiildi on mu ilutk 
with I ri I hot lion, with tin Uttirs SS And, on tint d iv stvinnij.lit, hib 
i-oris III )n Ills bilk, I ir no i. md tiic lx ini' nut (in id, ht vv is whipped 
iltnn It tin pilloiv in ( Ik {sidi ’indihiri hid tiu umjindir ol h s tn- 
Kiiii ixuntid upin him bv (utfiiiR olt tin oihir i ii, slmuiir thi othtr 
^idt ol II i nosi, uod I riiidini'tlu other clnik I ii,,litoii w is rili isid, 
dtn I n MU- I iptivitv, bv tin 1 onu Pirbumnt, hiviiitf bv tbit lime 
lost Ills siplu liK hi Aim iiul tin iisi < I In-, limbs 

Sii luslittirtnC in tin popish n idtnt, Sti iltord I'lpcrs, vol u p IP 
JIisi nn squill] nu» with thici peraun are iii all rt«pcctb curious, and, to 
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It is also due to Wentworth to observe that, while^ 
at this time, with a •view to the furtherance of his 
general sclieine of government, he conceived the vast 
and unattainable project of reducing all the people of 
Ireland to a conformity«n religion, the measures by which 
he sought to accomplish that pr(l)ect were, many of them, 
conceived in the profoundest spirit of a lajjgc and wide- 
reaching policy, 'rheological strife he knew the useless 
horrors of, — an{l he soon discover«l, by his experience 
of both houses,” that “ the root of all disorders in this 
kingdom is the universal dependence of the popish 
faction upon Jesuits and friars.”* He speedily declared 
his determination to the king himself. “ 1 judge it, 
W'ithout all (piestion, far the greatest service that can 
be done unto your crowns, on th^ },ide, to draw Ireland 
into a conformity of religion with Kngland ; which, 
indeed, would undoubtedly fet yonr majesty in greater 
strength and safety, within your own dominions, than 
any thing now left by the great and hap})y wisdom of 
yourself and blessed fatlier unaccomplished, to make us 
an happy and secure people within ourselves, /X^id yet, 
this being a work rather to be effected by judgment and 
degrees than by a giddy zeal and haste, whenever it 
shall seem good in your wisdom to attempt it (for I am 
confident it is left as a means wdicreby to glorify your 
majesty's piety to posterity), there will, in the way 
towards it, many tilings fall continually in debate and 
consideration at tlic board, w’ilh which it will he very 
unfit any of the contrary religion he acquainted.” - 
f’rged by the Eiiglisli council, he set about the great 
work. I'ndisguised was the astonishment of the arch, 
bishop, however, at the slow and gradual means pro- 
posed by the lord deputy. His grace had fancied that 
the trouts who had been so completely tickled out of 
their money** might be as easily tickled out of their 


me, Eignifioani of .1 purpose which his dc.tth prevented the open dis- 
closure of. % 

* Strafford Papers, vol i. pp. 4:11, - Ibiil. p. ;3f)7. 

^ ** Now tie ujioii It, if the salmon of that river l>c bad, yet your loss is 
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religion, or any tiling efse. The lord JV entworth thought 
ififterently. It will be ever far*fortb of my heart/* he 
wrote, in answer to urgent pressings of the question, 
accompanied with especial requests for the enforcing 
of fines for nonconformity, ter conceive that a con- 
formity in religion is iftit above all other things prin- 
cipally to be Jn tended. For, undouhtellly, till we be 
brought all under one form of divine service, the crown 
is never safe on thisT side ; but yet the time and cir- 
cumstHTiccs may very well be discoursed, and sure I do 
not liold this a dt season to disquiet or sling them in 
this kind; and my reasons are divers. This course alone 
will never bring them to church, being rather an engine 
to drain money out of their pockets, than to raise a right 
belief and faith in thei” hearts, ainl so doth not indeed 
tend to that end it sets forth. The subsidies are now 
in ])aying, whicli were given with an universal alacrity ; 
and very graceful it wdll be in the king to indulge them 
otherwise as much as may be till they be ])aid. It were 
too much at once to distemper them, by bringing plant- 
ations jipon them, and disturbing them in the exercise 
of their religion, so long as it be without scandal. And 
s% indeed, very inconsiderate, as I conceive, to move in 
this latter, till tliat former be fully settled, and by that 
means the protesiant party liecoine by much the stronger, 
which, in truth, as yet 1 do not conceive it to be. 
Lastly, the great work of reformation ought not, in my 
0 }»inioii, to be fallen upon, till all incidents be fully 
provided for, the army rightly furnished, tlic forts re- 
paired, money in the coffers, and such a preparation in 
view as might deter any malevolent licentious spirit to 
stir up ill humour in opposition to his majesty’s pious 
intendments therein; nor ought the execution of this to 
proceed by step or degrees, but ail rightly dispersed, 
to he undertaken and gone through withal at once. 
And certainly in the mean time, the less you call the 

the less, since you ha';e so iiuiny trouts that may be tickled into anythinf;, 
or an>thing out of tllem.”— Xau/f /o fVentworth, Strafford Fapersl vol. i. 
p. asSi). 
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conceit of it into their memory, tfle better it will he for 
us, and themselves the i^uictcr; — so, as if there were no 
wiser than I, f/te hiahopH ahoutd bv priraMt/ required 
to forbear these eevlesiastical aensures till the// under- 
stood further of his mujuistifs pleasure therein 

Steadily he proceeded, as if Already in tlie far, but 
not uncertain, distance, he saw the accon^)lishiiient of 
this extraordinary design, lie began at what he con. 
ceived to be the root of tlie eviJf 'I’lie churches liad 
fallen to ruin ; the church revenues had been cut to 
pieces by long leases and fraudulent a))ptopriations ; and 
the ofhee.^ of the ehurcli had been given into the hands 
of the ignorant, — since to such only the abject poverty 
of her means otfered any of the inducements of service.- 
‘‘Now/' wrote ^V’’entworth to thg still ])recipitate arch- 
bishop, “ to attempt the reducing of this kingdom to a 
conlonnity in religion witlf the church of Kngland, 
before tlie <lecays of tlie niaterial churches here be re- 
jiaired, an able clergy be provided, that so there might 
be botli wherewith to receive, instruct, and keej) tlie 
people, wer> as a man (joingto trnrfare without mt^ntion 
or arms. It being, therefore, most certain that this to 
he wished reformation must first work from ourselves, 1 
am bold to transmit over to your grace these few pro- 
positions, for the better ordering this poor church, which 
hath thus long laid in the silent dark. 'J'he best en- 
trance to the cure will be, clearly to discover tin* state 
of the patient, which 1 Hud many ways tlistempcred ; — 
an unlearned clergy, which have not so much as the 
outward lonn of churchmen to cover themselves witfi, 
nor their persons any ways reverenced or protected ; the 
churches unbuilt ; the parsonage and vicarage houses 
utterly ruined ; tJie people untaught thorough the non. 

* Straflord Papws, vol. i». p. 49, 

2 The re.tder will be start le«t, iinibably, to hoar the value ot H<»me ol the 
Irish bishnpric'ki in that day. *' 'I'he old bishop nr Kilr'aiiora," writes 
Wentworth to Laud, "is de'ul, ami his bishopnek one ol those winch, 
when It falls, goes a begging lur a new hU'lMiid, being not worth above 
fourscore |s)unds to the last man : yet in thv hnndlmg^tf an underifanSing 
prelate it might perchance grow to be vaorth two humired ptninde, but then 
It will cost money in — Slr^gbrd Paperg, vol. ii. p. 172. 
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residency of the clei^y^ occasioned by the unlimited 
shameful numbers of spiritual promotions with cure of 
souls, which they hold by commendams ; the rites and 
ceremonies of the church run over without all decency 
of habit, order, or f^ravity, in the^course of their service ; 
the possessions of the dSiurch, to a great proportion, in 
lay-hands; t^e bishops farming out theif jurisdictions to 
mean and unworthy persons : — *’ and so, through all the 
sources of the evil, in L despatch of elaborate learning and 
profound suggestion, the lord deputy proceeds, enforcing 
upon the archbishop, finally, that he must surrender liis 
present hopes of any immediate result. It would he a 
brainsick zeal and a goodly reformation truly,” he ex- 
claims, in a supplementary despatch of yet greater energy 
and earnestness, ** to force a conformity to a religion, 
whereas yet there is hardly to be found a church to 
receive, or an able ministeV to teach, the people. No, 
no ; let us fit ourselves in these two, and settle his 
majesty’s payments for the army, discharge his debts, 
and then have with them and spare not ! I believe the 
hottest will not set his foot faster or further on than 1 
shall do. In the mean time, 1 appeal to any equal- 
minded man, whether they or 1 be more in the right.” 

Unparalleled were the confidence and self-possessed 
resource witli wliich M’entwortli’s great schemes now 
ran side by side. At one and the same moment he 
forced the revenue by which his projected buildings in 
the church were to Ik? raised, ainl cleared away the 
obstruct'ons which still covered the sites he had selected. 
The decision of ecclesiastical rights was removed by 
liim from the courts of common law to the Oastle- 
charnber ; the earl of Ck)rk was forced to restore an 
annual revenue of 2()0(V., which had been originally 
wrested from tlie church ; and, understanding tliat the 
bishop of Killala had been meddling with underhand 
bargains to defraud his see, he sent for him to the 
presence chamber, and told him, with open and 
bitter severity, (.'that he deserved to have his surplice 
pulled over his ears, and to be turned out of the church 
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on a stipend of four nobles a yetfr ! ^ His usual success 
followed these rneasunes ; lands and tithes came pouring 
into his hands ; and he issued a commission for the re- 
pair of churches^ and won for it a ready obedience.- 
In the midst of his«labours, Wentworth turned aside^ 
for a moment, to prefer a ptrsonal suit to the king. 
(Consideration dn tlie eyes of those over whom he lield 
so strict and stern a hand, was beyond all things valu- 
able to him. It was^ indeed, the very materiel of his 
scheme of government. He a]i])ears therefore to have 
felt at this time, that some sudden and great promotion 
from tlie king to liimself would give his government an 
exaltation in the eyes of that “ wild and rude peo|>Ie,” 
of inHnite importance to its security. His claims upon 
the king weie immeasurable, his ser\iceK had been 
admitted to be. He wrote to him, to solicit an caildom. 
^^^The ambition, ' he said, ••Mvhich mo\es me ))ower- 
fully to serve your majesty, as my obligations are above 
those that preceded in tiiis imployment, suggests unto 
me an Itope 1 may be more enabled in these restless 
tlesires of mine, if I might, hefoie our meeting ^r^in in 
parliament, receive so great a mark of your favour as to 
have this family honoured with an earldom. I have 
chosen therefore with all humblencKs to address these 
lines immediately to yourself, as one utteily purfmsed 
to acknowledge all to your jiriiicely grace, and without 
deriving the least of the privity of thanks elsewhere.^’ 
A characteristic desire closed the letter, tliat “ no other 
person know liereafier your majesty found it* in your 
wisdom not Ht to be dont*.”*‘ And such wv 7 .v Charles's 
short-sighted and seliish wisdom { He refused the re- 
quest. It was biifficieiit for his purpose that W'eiuworth 

' Si'c* the SfraHonl V.iinT', v«»I i |>|i IV. — l.Vi 171. f..', 

^ Out* or tuo of the iiinhr rt nuirkalili* oi thr rruMMircs In- prr-jivtofi Inri- 
to I III" purpn'C of toiitoriiiitN, lu.iv Ih* inriii oiM-d fn r.- J li" ri- iilcr 
nuist i*xainiiie WoiUv^orlh'ji vanou. (Ii'"|jati hi-", if ho ili •ni " to the* 

kium of thnn ,ilt Hi* tiMik nwihitv "tip" topmoi.r ;hr rhiloron of 
i:atholir" from lit my "ont lo li»rt.'ij;ii coiooiit'. lur Ihoir n'ui ■iiion Ur pro- 
{KHird ihr rriTtioii of n \ nuinlirr of prototanl -.rhiMik ihroo/iiniil Irol.tiid 
ttith lar^c pii(iouiiicnr<< and alil-.- lc.i< h« r". lie rnfouut fhi oio-.| nipirouf 
pciialt'rii upon iioii-rojiiilffice .s< r |*.ipcr!», % ol I p. , vol. M p 7. 

3 Stratloid I'apm, vol. i. pp iiOl, 
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was now indissolubly lA)und to him,^ since the personal 
hatred his measures had already oxcited in the English 
popular party precluded the possibility of his return to 
them. Nor had Wentworth provoked thediatred of the 
popular party alone. Under histsuperior tyranny^ the 
lords of petty despotisnf had been crushed and in- 
capable oppressors had become the lord deputy's fiercest 
accusers of oppression. To please the king, moreover, 
he had taken upon hiirself the refusal of various offices 
to his more importunate courtiers, careless of the odium 
he provoked and scorned. To heap upon him any 
marks of personal favour, under such circumstances, 
was ail act of courage and honesty which the weak 
monarch did not dare attempt. Such wretched tools as 
Buckingham were mor^ to his personal liking, though 
less in the balance of his treasury I I desire you not 
to think,” he wrote, after refusing the lord deputy’s suit, 

that 1 am displeased with the asking, though for the 
present 1 grant it not. For, I acknowledge that noble 
minds are always accompanied with lawful ambitions. 
And by confident that your services have moved me 
more than it is possible for any eloquence or impor- 
tunity to do. So that your letter was not the first 
proposer of putting marks of favour on you ; and 1 am 
certain that you will willingly stay my time, now ye 

' His inqiiinrs into qiirstionnhlo titU '4 ami rliiirrh granto had oKplnclpd 
main a liciU* tj rant, though in this way much private wrotw was done. The 
servants of the Knglish court, however, couUi never esdctl) uiiderMtand his 
policy III respect (iroppoMrion to the .instiwracv, and cHi>rciaily his habit of 
sternly refiiMiig any presents or eonciliatorv favours froih them I quote 
a char.icteitdir pisg.ige from a despaleh of the ►ecretarv Winriehaiik — 
** 'flioii^di, while ue had the happiness and honour to have your asMsUiice 
here at the eonneil hoard, you made « any ill luies with your piMi ypaniorif 
J besn'fth your lurt1t,hip^ the of»c» free reuxvre of yovr I andyktUft^ and 
worse ofteiitiines W'lth your s|x>eches, especially in ttie businesh of the lord 
r'alconher^:, sir Thomas Wore, Veniiuyden, and l*the^^, yet T understand 
yon make worse there in Ireland, and there never apj»eared a woisc fare 
under .1 cork upon a tioitle, than your lordship hath e.iiisetl sonic to make 
in diMjorttniK such church livings as their zeal had eaten up. Another 
reni.irk Ideenor of jour lordship, whieh imikes much noise hiTO, is that 
yon refuse all piesents, fur uhieh in one particular \ou had your leward. 
Fu}\ ff If sindf that a srrmnt hrmpinp you n yrt’wn/ ftont ht$ waster ^ and 
your ioids/up ^te/usitifr //, tfir nrvaHt tikcu’isr ivou/d hnve none of your 
icwatd liy this youi furdtAip wav perenw how etrcuntspect ymt hair 
1 ration to /■»■ e/' i/oti} «• r/s, constdrrtnf’ hotr many mattemus einsarr ujton 
rou, and what tutcrpu tatmus thty make 0/ your actions Stn^hrd Pa. 
fh c, loL I p. UJl. 
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know my mind s|> freely; that 1 may do all things 
a mi moth.’* ‘ • 

This refusal was sorely felt by Wentworth. Co\*er- 
ing their allusion to the king, he threw into his next 
despatch to ('ottington some expressions of uneasy 
regret. I spend more here than 1 have of entertain- 
ments from hhs majesty, I suffer extreaigly in my own 
private at home, 1 spend my body and spirits with 
extream toil, 1 sometimes uiiderg(> the misconstructions 
of those 1 conceived, should not, would not, Iiavc* used 
me so. . . . But 1 am resolved to complain of nothing. 
I have been something unprosperous, slowly heard, and 
as coldly answered that way. 1 will either subsist by 
the integrity of my own actions, or I will perish.**- 

The lonl deputy’s relief wa% in the measures with 
which his enterprising genius had surrounded him. 
1 have alluded to his repression of certain turbulences 
that had arisen in the convocation : — he now, by his per- 
sonal influence, prevailed with the learned Usher to 
surrender the ecclesiastical articles he had forwarded to 
Ireland, and which were any thing hut acceptable to 
Laud ; he forced upon the clergy a series of hateful 
metropolitan canons ; and, by a series of measures 
similar in spirit to those which had subdued the par- 
liament, he confounded and subdued the restless jtarsons. ' 
In an early despatch, he had to boast of only one dis- 
sentient voice from a new and most astounding pro- 
testant uniformity*’ ! 

The Irish common lawyers now received somw further 
proofs of his care, with intelligible hints of his [>ro. 
spective schemes. He presented them with the majority 
of the English statutes that had been passed since tl)e time 
of Poynings, but exacted from them certain coiiriitions, 
at the same time, which soon enabled him to describe 
to the king in the following terms his Irish ministers 
of justice: — *'Not declined to serve other men’s un- 
warrantable purposes by any importunity or application ; 

• Strafford I’.ipori!, vol i. p. "li. ^ Ibid, p 354. 

^ See Stratfurd Paperit, vol. i. jjp. .*42— 'M. 

Y 2 
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n^'ver in so much power and estimation in the state and 
with the subject, as now, and yet? contained in that due 
subordination to the crown as is fit ; ministring wholly 
to uphold the sovereignty ; carrying a direct aspect upon 
the prerogatives of his majesty, without squinting aside 
upon the vulgar and vaiil opinions of the populace/* ' 
The army «cxt engaged his attention/ lie supplied 
• them with clothes, with arms, with ammunition; he 
redeemed them from licentiousness-, and strengthened 
them in numbers and in discipline, lie completed 
several regiments of foot, collected together some most 
efficient cavalry, and, in a very short time, astonished 
the court in England by returns of a richly appointed 
and well marshalled force. They heard with still greater 
astonishment that the lord deputy himself could find 
time to visit the whole army, and to inspect every 
individual in it ! And he further declared to them, that 
he hehl himself ever ready to mount horse at a moment’s 
warning, and lead a troop of Ids own, raised and ac- 
coutred at his own charge, to repress, by a sudden 
movement, any popular commotion. ' Vainly, however, 
he strove to communicate energy enough to (’harles to 
procure his seconding some wider schemes projected by 
him in reference to the army. The army was the key- 
stone of that vast building which the imagination of 
W^eiitwoith had already raised in the distance. The 
army was to hang in potent control over every thing, to 
l)c “ the great peace -maker betwixt the British and the 
natives, ‘betwixt the protestant and the papist, and the 


’ Stru/t'onl Tapers, vdl ii. p IS. 

® “ Wlu'ncu it IS that Ihi’ soUUor is now welromi’ in ovory placo, w’hcrc 
buCore they tvoio un alumuiKitioii to tho inh.iliit.ints ; that by this luearift 
thi‘ army in true ammiit iii.iy he said to lie <i( double the atreiiKth il liad 
been apprehoiidiHl ’’ — StrnJfitM \o\ u. p. 17. 

' ** ror invM'lf', I h.ad .1 dead stiH’k in IiorM's, luriiiinre, and arin.s for my 
troop, tlial stiMhl me 111 IKXMV , and all in readiness ujkmi an hour’s wunnnj; 
to iiiareli. Nor did I tins out of \amty, but really m regard 1 did coiieene 
it bei'anie me not to repre-eiil ^o great a inajet>t\ meanly iii the j«ightof the 
peoiile ; that it WtU> ol luighiy repiitatinii to the scrviee of the eroun, when 
they saiv me m hiieh a |M>sture, as that I ivas u|K)ii an hoiir’n warning able 
to put myself on horsehaek, and to deliver, in t.piKht of .ill opposition, a 
otter III any part oTthe knigilom, aniiiast/i/f in rv^nrrt mt’n shouidsec I 
lemi/d not ejtnct ni'muvh duty from ant/ p) tonic captain as I did my$e{f 
upon myseljt being their generai.'^-^Stra^id Papers, vol. 11 . p. 18. 
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chief securer, under God and hi» majesty^ of the future 
and past plantatiin^i*’ But Wentworth was foiled^ 
by the iiidulent envy of his £n{;lish coadjutors, from 
realising the great desire he held, that his majesty 
breed up and have a senunary of soldiers in some part 
or other of his dominions." * ^ 

Indolent ergry and active opposition notwithstanding, 
— the general reputation of the lord dejiHity of Ireland 
increased daily. Mr. secretiyjy Cooke,” wrote lord 
Cottingtoii to hinij ** is so diligent and careful to give 
your lordsliip an account of all your dispatches and 
answers to tliem^ as there is nothing for me to say, hut 
that for ought I can discern every body else is so too. 
My lord marshal is your own, iny lord of ('anterbury 
your chaplain, secretary M'^iinlehank your man, the king 
your favourite, and I your goo/! lord. In earnest you 
have a mighty stock of opinion amongst us, which must 
of necessity make you damnable proud, if you take not 
heed."- The lord treasurer M’eston alone, the old jiro- 
pitiator of the king’s regards to the quondam supporter 
of the petition of rights, hut now hitteily jealous of 
Wentworth’s friendship with Laud, scarcely Vared to 
conceal his aidmosity.'* A fatal attack of illness, how- 
ever, at this time removed Weston ; and the only alloy 
which served to dash the seeret satisfaetion with which 
the news of this event was received by W'entwnrtli, was 
the existence of very decided rumours that the vacant 
staft’ would he ottered to hiiiiKelf. * 

‘ Str.'iffonI r.i|K’r-i, vol ii p I'M Iliid vol i p I'JO 

’ *■ Till’ truth i-*, 1 mnriMVi’ niv I«tiI In^asurpr Kotmtniiv l<Kuri* hiH ilcnlli 
wihheii ini' iiri fTfiiMl, hfiiij,' fxtrenu* jraloui ol my oftt-ri writ^ig t<» 

in> lord fit (aiitothury, aiifl out nl a Murdiiii'<«. of iiaturt' not ho 

hy tiiH unkind .is .1 nun of h ^fllt(T and uioi>r temper 

iniglit luvtMiniU’, — <t r, I I mite*'.. I did htoin.ieh it leryminh to he 
iiiCMiih hiisiu rte .1 be iig .l^ mnofvnl .iiid rlear ol eriiiu- Inw.iids him .is th«‘ 
niiisiideriiig that I had U(miii iny romiiig timii eoiirt gut'b tiiin .ik 
strong a tt'otinioii) ot my I uth .iml holdiirHs in hi* affairs, o.iy, mdeitl, a 
stronger, tiun :Miy other tnemt he had, durst, or at least uonhf, ilu tor liiin 
So as (inilii)g rn\*eM thii> ijin.ip|if)iiited o( the eoiifiihMiei' I h.ul in hni pro. 
fessioiis at oil r partny:;, I grev\ sn imp<itiin>, as to proli ss 1 \eii to himiielt, I 
wnulii horrou a hung tnao no man living (>ut niv iiia>ter, .iiid (liero I 
Mould fasten iiu-ell suielv .is I eoiild 'sn by tiis death it is not ,iIto- 
gether '.mprobahli', that I .011 de|i\m-«l of the he.«\>t>i adversary I ever 
had ” — U'l Htv'infh to th'- K ttl '•/ St vol i. p 411 . 

See also a letter ot Laua'->, %ol 1 p -Jd ^ 

1 .See li.irrard's letter, 121 .SimWiird Papers, vol 1 pji, 

V 3 
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I have already touched on the man^ objections which 
Wentworth entertained to an office of this sort; and he 
now sought by every mcans^ and with characteristic 
energy, to prevent its being offered to him at all. To 
his friends who wrote to him urgjng its acceptance, he 
peremptorily answered ; nd, at the same time, by the 
same messenger, forwarded various requests to several 
of them, that fhey would take on themselves to intimate 
in every quarter, as plainly as possible, their knowledge 
of his objection to it. In further j)romotion of this 
object, he practised a very singular piece of deception, 
flis retained gossip, Mr. Garrard — who continued faith- 
fully and regularly, in the absence of a newspaper, to 
fulfil all the <luties of one, and to retail to the deputy all 
the occurrences and scanejal of the court and the city — 
had given him from time to time most minute accounts of 
the illness of \Veston through its progressive stages, and 
finally had reported his death.' It was Wentw’orth's 
jtolicy, however, to convey to the court, that, so indif- 
ferent was he in respect of Weston's office, he had 
never tioubled himself to inquire the jirobable issue of 
his ilinc?5s, and, indeed, had never heard of it. As 
soon, therefore, as uri official intimation of the occur- 
rcnce was sent to him from ('otiington, we find him 
answering thus ! — “ My very good lord, I was never 
more surprised in my life than upon the reading of your 
last letter; no/ hamng had any mtiev ofmy/urd trea^ 
survrtf hvst iudiaposHion before. And how it happens 
1 know not, but I am su-e, 1 was never well since 
almost, aiid that Monday niglit last 1 swooned twice 
hefoic they could get off my cloathes.”- — And again, 
assuring lord Newcastle: — “Yet I protest, I ever 
wished well to his person, and am heartily sorry for 
his death, which was signified unto me by my lord 
Gottington, before 1 heard any tinny of his sivkucsity and 
took me in a manner by miprixe^ 

* St'p SrrartbnJ raiMTk, vjjI. i pp, tf43. .■*74 .387. Ac. 

- Str.-iflonl Papers, vat i p. 

’ Ibiil p 411. ( ottirikn»i» linnsclf was a cauaiilatc for the office, 

and i)e\cr forgave Laud his di»apiHiintment, a Inch the profits of the 
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These precautic^s were succelsful. Left settled in his 
government of Ireland^ he next sought, by every pos- 
sible resource, to establish a permanent revenue. In 
this pursuit he exhausted his industry, his energy, bis 
genius. Under his svperintendence, the produce of the 
customs rose, within four yeirs, from 12,000/. a year 
to 40,000/., ^md continued to advance^rapidly. Nor 
were the means by which it was accomplished other 
than just and honourable. ITd* improved the method 
of collection, proteetetl the coasts, swept the channel 
and the harbours of pirates, and, in fine, — lifted the 
commerce and the shipping of Ireland into a rich 
prospi'rity, by freeing it from danger. My bumble 
advice,” observes Arentwortli, “ for the increase of 
trade was, that his m!ij<*sty s|^uld not suffer any act 
of hostility to l)e offered to any merchants or their 
goods within the channef, which w’as to he preserved 
and priNileged, as the greatest of his majesty’s ports, 
in the same nature and property as the Venetian state 
do their <iulf. and the king of Denmark hi^ Sound ; — 
and ihetiibre 1 luiinbly besought his majesty ^tid their 
lordships, that it might accordingly be remembretl and 
provided for, in all future treaties with foreign princes.” 
In c(unpIetion of tliis scheme, the lord deputy struggled 
Irani to rescue the trade of Ireland from several absurd 
restrictions and monopolies ; and in this, liaving par- 
tially succeeded, his goxerrinreiit left a claim for 
gratitude wdiicli is retnaiiiirig sirll.i 

In resoiting to just measures occasionally however, 
w’hen they w’ere not fourrd to interfere with his ulfcrior 
schemes, IVerrlwortlr had taught himself no lesson of 

in.Mtor«hi|) ul thi* rn'oril?* wen* b> no Mjniru nt to lo-.'il in or 

Thi* iriti'iirv I'nliiiimo'ori'il In ioiiiini'>«i(in for fwi Ivi* monflix ivh. n it 
was i»l oM-a h\ I.iiid. to the astuniHluiii lit ol all wlio w to 'till tiu,« i|iifl’tiloiI 
with the .irrliMi'liop'i for tho -tao .uit .nuviin iil of thf ifiunli, in 

tlio h,iii'fs of .fnxoii, hi'ho(i of L'tiidoii 1. mil, roi’onliM^; flic .'i|-|iii.i»tiiH'iif 
in In-i I)i.ir\ Man h, loir, (rh'‘or\ 0 ’», that ** Nu cliiin tiinan f».Ml it siiioc 
Hi'iirv ' 11 ' tiiiio,” and add', “ \i>a it the «. Iniroli will not fiold thiin. 
evil O' ii{t uitdor (iinl. I can do no more " 

I Foi tin- \ iriou^ inca'uro>, .iiid tin- iIa!>orati* rP'ii'f'inn}! wiih which ilie 
lord di’pidv support cil tficin, ‘■ci* Sir.illoril I'.ipft' \ol i pp ii7 'HJ lOii. 

eity .:os vrj ,j«iT -Ko. r»\ii i'*^ j'ji .a>; 4<'». ni Jto. &c. ; 

and ltd ii. pp. IS. IL® IJi -if* h[) YtJ VI l‘*I. Ac A' 
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refraining from what Vas unjust. .Money was to be 
ha*d somehow — if justly, well — if not, it was to be had 
no less. He now, for instance, imposed a licence upon 
the retail of tobacco, and himself farmed the privilege 
for an annual rent of 7000/., an#*, finally, of 12,000/. 
A tax was laid also on brl*wing, by way of feeler fof the 
introduction of the excise, — an object of-mortal hatred 
with the Irish. 

'J'he statutes of wills and uses were introduced, no 
less beneficial to the crown, and happily more just to 
the subject. They strengthened the tenure of propeity, 
fixed a remedy against fraudulent conveyances, restored 
widows to their jointiirc'J, and heirs to their inherit- 
ances. AVIiat was vastly more important to Wentworth, 
they increased the kingV fines in the court of wards, by 
10, 000/. a year! A mint, also, was erected in Ire- 
land, in spite of desperate oi»positi()n from the officers 
of the Knulish mint, with the view of remedying 
the excessive scarcity of coin ; workmen were intro- 
duced fioin England, to sink in various parts of the 
island for sal(|»ctrc, which Wentworth faiK'ied might be 
obtained to corinnercial purposes ; and be made several 
successful efforts to work the silver mines anil marble 
quari ies. ' 

(lri‘ater piojccts, too, than these, occupied the mind 
of the lord dejnity. lleforc he set foot in Ireliiml-, he 
had conceived the noble scheme of opening a victualling 
trade between Ireland and Spain. The distrust with 

• 1 i>nfi|ilird varimis aiitlioritics for thivt* mo.inurC'*, to whirh 

1 iniiM rcior the n* uii'i \S itli out' of Ins p icketA to The king, W I’litworth 
lorwanii'ii “.in nigut of silver, ol .MN) oiiiii't'!*, hi'jng the firs» ihat over was 
got ill Iri'laiid aiToiiip.tii) mg it W’ltli a proud eNpro-Moii of Ins Ik po, that 
“ tins kingdoni now at h'ligih, in l.iiter ag(”>, may not onix lill up the 

greainiss .nid doiiniiioii, hut oven the loiifis dinl e\('liec|(ier, r>( the crown 
at Kiigl.oid Sure 1 .no, it lut'oines not This little* one tli.ii in i breasts 
hhoiild evi'r tu' drv, nor niii'ht ••he with a ^]XlrIl)g hand to eoinniiinicate of 
her >trer. :tli .md we till) Ctiere, eoii^oideiieg with what of tre im re and 
btieani- ut blood ^be li.tih been riHleeiued .iiid preserietl by that her elder 
and more evcelleiil Mster M.iy xtnir maje-IxS days be a- la-ting and 
glorion . 1 ^ tti(‘ l<e'[ .mil pinest ot nietaU, •iiid Uod Alniighiy prosper and 
.n'l'otnpl'sb all Muir princely thoughts and couiK'Ols, be they oKl or new.'* 
— S/i,jjJ)nt /*«/;(■/.'*, \ol 1 . p. 17k 

- Stv Sir.illliid I’liper* ■ xol i ppitsl't That remarkalile despatch was 
wiiit-'ii while w'aitmg at W xstuuiister fur the ship that was to convoy him 
to Dublin 
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whicli the patriotic^ party regardAl Spain may have ip- 
fluenced hinj first, as •if in defiance, to rise siipeiior to 
such “vain a])prehensions ;** — but be that as it might, 
his despatches vindicate his plan. They show how 
admirably the commodities and tlie wants of the respec- 
tive kingdoms correspond, aiM how closely reciprocal 
are their intt*i‘ests. They even siippl}^ a statement, 
dmvii up with ejiormous pains from tlie information of 
varii)us commercial agents, of Ae commodities which 
each port in Spain could either receive from Ireland, or 
give b.4ck in return. In one matter esiiecially Weutw'orth 
saw tile source of enormous a<) vantage, — since the great 
annual Hcets to the colonies, which W'ere so often detained 
in the S))anish liarlKuirs for want of pruvisioiis, could 
cleaily he supplied far more cfipveMiently and cheaply 
from Ireland than from any other country in Kiirope. 
Contemporaneously with this measure, the lord deputy 
had resol\ed to attempt two other jirojects. “ And 
surely, sir,*’ he wrote to tlu^king, “ if we be able to fur- 
nish, and go through with this undertalving, — inciease 
the growth and set up the manufaetory of hemp and 
flax in that your kingdom, — 1 wiil ho])e to leave your 
subjects there in much happier condition than 1 found 
then?, wiihout the least prejudice to your subjects here. 
For this is a ground 1 take with me, thut to .svrrv your 
Vi(ijr.')fy rowf/lt’fitty irr// in Jrrtund, in' most not onty 
nu/ntronr tu fnrtrlt tluin, hnf mnifv anrr t>til/ to hold 
them thyrndaiif upon the rroirn, and not nhlr to .snh.si.st 
v'ithont us. Which will ho effected, by whoi!^ lajing 
aside the inanufacture of wools into cloth or stuff there, 
and by furnishing them from this kingdom ; and tlien 
making yonr majesty sole inerehaiit of all salts on that 
side: — for thus shall they not only have their cloathing, 
the impio\enjent of aU their native commodities (which 
Jire pnnci[>ally preserved by salt), and their victual it- 
self from hence (stiong tics and enfoi cements upon 
their allegiance and obedience to )our majebty), — hut a 
means found, 1 tiust much to advance^your majesty’s 
rc\enue upon salt, and to improve your customs. 'J’lie 
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wpols there grown^ and the cloths thore worn^ thus pay. 
ing double duties to your crown in both kingdoms ; and 
the salt outward here, both inward and outward there.” ^ 
In such principles as these, as through the majority 
of Wentworth’s despotic schemei., some good wrestled 
with the evil. The lifien manufacture, for instance, 
springing out*, of this monstrous intention, turned out 
to be a blessing to the island. Having learnt, on his 
arrival in the country, that no article for export was 
manufactured there, except a small quantity of coarse 
woollen yarn, and unwilling, by encouraging this 
branch, to interfere with the staple of England, he in- 
stantly resolved, by introducing the general cultivation 
of flax, to induce the manufacture of linen. At his 
own charge and adverture he iin]>orted and sowed a 
quantity of su])erior flax seed; — the next year, his 
first crop having outgone his expectation, he expended 
1000/. oil the same venture, erected a vast number of 
looms, procured workmen from France and Flanders, 
and at last sent forth a ship to Spain, at his own risk% 
with the first investment of linen that had ever been 
exported from Ireland. Sanguine of hopes so well laid, 
\\"enlworth then hazarded a prediction which has since 
been amply realised ! “ Very ambitious am I/* writes 
he to sir W illiam Uoswell, to set up a trade of linen- 
clothing in these parts, which, if (lod bless, so as it be 
eftecled, Will, 1 dare say, be the greatest enriching to 
this kingdom that ever befel it.” ‘ The other project 
he had .n t up along with this, hap])ily fell to the ground 
for want of encouragement. In proposing to monopo- 
lise the sale of salt, without which the Irish could 
iieitluT carry on their victualling trade, nor cure their 
ordinary provisions, and which was at that time either 
manufactured by patentees or imported from abroad, 
lord Wentworth reckoned on a considerable increase of 

' Str.irt'ord I’.'iper'*, vol i JU. 

* Sfy his h’ttiT to the duke of Medina, Strafford Papers, 

vol II. p|i UJO, 110. ’ 

Strarlord Papers, voL i. p. -ITJ. 
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revenue, and the yeduction of Ae Irish to a state of 
complete dependence. • The internal manufacture abo- 
lished, — it would be next to impossible to smiig^;le a 
commodity so bulky and so perishable by sea, and yet, 
he ur^ed, again of sn absolute necessity, as it cannot 
possibly stay upon his majesty hand, hut must be had 
whether they ^ill or no, and may at all times be raised 
in price so far forth as his majesty shall judge to stand 
with reason and honour. Witness the (lahellcs of 
salt in France.*'* This once accomplished, Went- 
worth felt he would have in his own hands the 
disposal of the food and the clothing of the Irish, 
and lie jircssed it with all his vcdieineiice. “ Hohl- 
ing them," exclaimod he, “ from the manufacture 
of wool (which, unless othorwiat* directed, 1 shall by 
all means discourage), and then inforcing them to 
fetch their cloathing from tfieiice, and to take their salt 
from the king (being tliat which preserves ami gives 
value to all their native staple commodities), how can 
they depart from us, without nakedness and iK'ggary.?* 
U'liieh in it>elf is so weighty a consideration as small 
profit shouM not lx*ar it down !" Tlie small profit, how- 
ever, in conse<iuence of the jealousies of AVeston, tlid 
bear it down, and tile lord deputy was obliged at last to 
surrender it. 

The einharr.issments of the Irish treasury had now 
vanished, no anticipations any longer W’eakened it, every 
charge of goveriiiiient was ]iaid to a day, — and, in the 
fifth year of his power, lord Wentworth anrm^fieed 
the king that the annual revenue wouhl exceed the ex- 
penditure by 60,000/. 

'riiis, then, was being crowned with the com- 
pletcst success ! '* For, according to such political 
reasoners as M. de Lally Toleinlal, the prosperity of the 
exchequer is the true test of the w'ell-lteing of the state, 
and as long iis a wretched people can be flattereti or 
terrified into “ coining their hearts" in sums, the king 
is ably served, ajid the mini'^ter is born? out in his cx- 

* StraJlbnt Fapers \ol. i. pp 1!>J, ll'j. ; and see pp. 18'J. J4o. 
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actions. Yet Wentworth deserves t better advocates ! 
and it is perhaps due to his fame £!s a statesman, to keep 
in mind that we do not view his system in a perfect 
state, since the ground, as it were, had only been cleared 
for the building, when death struck down the builder. 

Yorkshire, meanwhile, and Wentworth Wood- 
house, had not bt'en forgotten by the loid deputy ! If 
he had been living simply as a private gentleman in 
Ireland, instead of bting the immediate manager and 
director of schemes which would have overwhelmed the 
strength of a dozen ordinary men, — ^he could not have 
attended with greater minuteness and a])parent ease to 
his ]»rivate affairs in England. I cannot resist extract- 
ing here some passages from an extraordinary letter to his 
early tutor, Mr. (ireenrood, which occasion has already 
been taken to refer to. It is one of the most singular 
proofs that couhl be found any where, of the compatibi- 
lity of a comprehensive genius with a vigilant attention 
to the most minute details. From his viceroyalty the 
lord Wentworth can signify his desire that my tenants 
use thoir grounds and houses, as honest men and good 
hushaiuls ought to do, according to their several leases ; 
that my woods he preserved, and at due seasons felled and 
sold to the l)est profit, spring-wroods I mean ; that the 
hedges and fences l>e preserved ; that the ponds, phea- 
sants, partridges, and parks he pieserved, and as much 
profit made of the herbage of Tankersly park as may be 
witliout hurt to tlie deer ; that fires be kept in the houses 
at AFoo«idiouse and Tankersly, ami that the housekeepers 
jiresorvo the rooms s^veet, and the stuff* without spoil, 
and principally that the houses be kept dry from taking 
of rain — that the keeper of Tankersly must have 
the more immediate care of the woods belonging to 
Tankersly, especially those within the park, and to see 
that the poiul-heads there he kept up, and the water 
to have a large and ojwn passage to run aw'ay in the 
time of flood, and the grates so cleansed and firm as 
they break nor, nor yet choak up, in w*hich cases all 
the fish will be sure to go away w'ith the flood.*’ — And 
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again^ that non^ of my demons be plowed in ai]y 
case. 1 understand in this Richard Marris hath not 
followed iny diiection^ which indeed, now and then^ 
if a man would never so fain, he would have done. 
But if upon advice taken with you and Robin Rockley, 
you find at any time good fof the grounds they were 
broken up, tlfen would 1 have them jjowed for my 
own use (^for / knov* rUfht well the profit of new 
rift grounda), taking still care tlftit they he well limed 
and manured, and so left as fat and full in heart as 
might be, to which purpose I would have no cost 
spare<l, for I would hare the grounds nhouf nig houses 
kept a/oft^ so os there mop he heoutg and pleasure eom- 
ntuniealed even from them to the houses themselresf 
Witli these desires are conve\e|) a vast host of’ minor 
ilirections n‘spocting the servants lie would have Ciieen- 
wood leward, promote, confide in, or disttust. Nor does 
he forget to — ‘‘ beseeeli you to cause my new study 
there which looks into the hall, to he glazed, strong 
doors and lucks to be set upon it ; and such boxes being 
made as are at VV'oodhouse, which Ricliard Forster 
will, U])on your direction, give notice for, the e\idence 
may be put into those boxes, and set in tliat study, 
wheie tliey will be mure safe and baiidsomely kept than 
where they are now. If you could cause like locks to 
be ina<le for that study, as are at AVoodhou.se, so that 
one key miglit optn the locks in lioili places, it were 
miicli the better, and advising a little with Richard 
Forster, he might so order the matter as to U,ine them 
so ; ’ — ami to l)eg tliat “ tlie red damask bed with stools, 
canopies, chairs, ^:c. belonging thireunto, he carefully 
looked unto." W'e learn also, from this omniscient 
despatch, that the death of liis steward, Richard Marris, 
— “troubles me not so much, albeit in truth I lo\ed him 
very well, as the sadness and indeed fearfulness of the 
misfortune, thorough which he was lost, most grievous, 
God knows, for him, and scandalous to all that have 
relation to him, amongst the re.st, 1 An sure to have 
my share. iVor do 1 think that he was drowned as you 
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for then how ehould one poclcet be dry ? But 
rather that^ heavy with drink, he dropped from his horse 
near ths place where his cloak lay, and, so it may he, 
amazed with the fall, was dragged by the horse, and the 
girths loosing, kft in that wet plane, where he was found 
dead, and wIhtc, doubtlCss for want of company^ and 
in a cold nigjit and lodging, stormed to death. But 
enough of so woful a subject, which 1 wish might never 
be nientionejl or rerfiembred again, further than to 
consider in it the just judgments of God, and to deter 
us from this swinish vice, and all other which may 
draw down upon ourselves like punishments.” Sub- 
joining this, the course to be pursued with respect to 
the brother and heir of the deceased is laid down at 
great length, and in a^l its possible bearings, coupled 
with the following characteristic notice : — ‘‘I pray 
you in any case, if it may lie, let him be drawn to tliis 
by fair and still means ; but if that work not with him, 
then wouhl i have you let him know, that, until the 
account be declared betwixt me and his brother, which 
1 am most willing and desirous may be before the next 
spring fairly examined by auditors indifTerently chosen 
betwixt as, I will hold the possession ffoth of lands and 
goods ; that I will assign my debt to the king, and so 
extend and keep in extent the whole estate^ till I be 
honestly and truly satisfied ; as also that I will perfonn 
that last office in accomplishment of that which I 
know was his brother's intention, to see all his other 
creditors^,Vi.stly paid before he meddle with the estate, — 
but that then at after, I will not be his loss, by the help 
of God, one farthing. And I pray you, if the first 
milder way take not (which if there be either honesty 
or conscience in the man methinks it should), then to 
l»roceed roundly the other way, holding all you have, 
putting the bonds of Darcy Wentworth and Pieter 
Man in suit upon the land, and keeping all in the state 
you have already so well settled them, till my coming 
over.” 'Die refereiid gentleman had previously been 
given to understand that, — “ as for all my rents, the 
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course 1 desire to lie held, is thus. A month after evexy 
rent day, I would have a time appointed when your- 
self and Robert Rockley may meet, and all the bailiffs 
to be appointed to attend you, — there receive their ac- 
counts, giving them strict charge to gather what shall 
be behind, and to bring the refhainder and finish their 
account at Thornhill within a month aft|r. And 1 be- 
seech you give them no sjiaring, for 1 have suffered 
very much by it ; however, I lu^er could perceive my 
tenants were a groat the better : — besides, when they find 
they shall be distrained upon, they will observe their 
day carefully, so as within a rent day or two, this 
course strictly observed, the rents will come in without 
any stop.*’ The whole production is, indeed, impressed 
with the peculiarities of Wentworth’s subtle and ener- 
getic genius ; nor was their reason for Mr. Greenwood 
to doubt, as he is at the clbsc assured, that the writer 

upon a good occasion would not deny his life to 
him.*’ 

So also, burthened with his mighty schemes, the lord 
deputy found time for every office of private service, of 
friendship, and of scholarlike amusement. He made 
bis newsman, Mr. Garrard, forward him copies of Dr. 
Donne’s poetry*, which he was amazingly fond of; 
gathered antiquities for the king- ; vanquished Inigo 
Jones in a discussion on architecture** ; reared a young 
greyhound among his own children for the little ])rince 
of York'*; corresponded with old friends in York- 
shire^; discussed with V^andyke on various* m arbljs ; 

‘ Strafford Tapers, vol. i. p. .‘J'JS &c. 2 Ibid, vol. ii p 82. 

3 Ibid p H'J 

* 'Fhi' eouiitess of Dorset liad preferred the re<|upst, to which Wentworth 
instaiitlv an^v^ereil — “ I did, witli .ill Kladne-s, reieue from \our lady- 
ship, by this bearer, the first (orninaiids it ever pleased our \ouii}' vniister to 
honour me witti.d ; and before ('hristin.is I will not f.iil to furiiisli bis high* 
ness with the finest grei hound this kingifnm affords; till then 1 6h.iil 
humbly cra\e his hiKhness'.s pardon ; /or, to sttui any ttcjoie t may have 
convi'ntent tnne^ ttnrit'i my onm eye, Ut be sure he m of a safe nrut yentle 
dispoiatton, and that I may by hnn hetefrst, how he shaft behave htmself 
amongst nnj own ehifdreu, were the j^reatest indiscretioii and liotdriesH m 
me iKiosible. And albeit, 1 assure myselt your ladyship's rare, and other 
his hiKhn(s.s\ attendant*, would be surh, as the diflt should do no liarm, 
yet that w re no thankn to me." — Stt ajfbrd Papers^ vol. i. p. SO 3. 

» Strahord Tapers, sol. i. p. IKx 
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h|iMed, hawked ^ 3 and thetgames -.of primero 

He played excelletitly vMell/’ say^ 
clffiw; 5^ find for tj^mpany sake, in’ Christftias^ and 
after suffer, he womd play sometimes; yet, he never 
was much taken with it^ nor used it excessively^ but aa 
a recreation should he iiiR^d. His chief recreation was 
after supper, ,when^ if he had company, which were 
suitable unto hiixf^ that is^ honest chearful inen^ he 
would retire into an dinner room, and set two .or three 
hours, tukhiy iohaerd and teUing stoi'ies with gregi- 
pkamntruiiis and f revdom : and this lie used constantly, 
with all familiarity in private, laying then aside all 
state and that due respect which in publick he would 
expect.” 

^ Nemr for a single instant, however, were the public 
affairs suffered to wait his leisure. They threatened 
now to demand more than' ordinary care, for the king 
had resolutely thwarted the deputy iu his desire to con- 
tinue the parliament. “ My reasons,” he wrote, are 
grounded upon my experience of them here. They are of 
the nature of cats, they ever grow curst with a.ue, so 
that if ye will have g(»od of them, put them off hand- 
somely when they come to any age, for young ones 
are ever most tractable. . . . Now that we are well, let 
us content ourselves therewith.”- (Jharles, at the satne 
time, had urged upon his minister the preferable course 
of following out tlieir plans (which were far more fa- 
voured with himself than even a submissive Irish par- 
liament),! of increasing the estates of the crown by a 
search after defective titles. Wentworth, ujion this, set 
resolutely to work. He examined various old records, 
and discovered that the whole province of C'onnaught, 
on the forfeiture of its Irish chieftain, had lapsed, many 
years ago, to the crown. It had, indeed, even since 
that time, again been granted away, but the court 
lawyers now either found Haws in the conveyances or 

• '* In his lator dii\a,” Uaiirliffb observos, “ he got little time to see his 
hawks H>, though livT^lwayk kept good one> ’* 

SiratVord Papers, vnl. i'. p. Weiitw'otth’s previous entreaties for a 
prorogation will Uc found at p. o5J. 
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hijlde thleii. It ilill be recollected that* a recognition»of 
th^ valitlity of such titles formed one of the obno^iot^ 
which Wentworth had lid to sleep so soundly,' 

’Fledmng himself at once to dll king^ therefore^ that 
he woura reduce Conitaught to the absolute possession of 
the ctown, — the lord deputy^roceeded into the county 
of !loscbmmon, summoned a jury composed of ** per- 
sona of such means as might answCT the king a round 
fine in the Castle- chamW, in cAe they should prevari „ 
Cdtej and who^ in all seeming, even out of that reason, 
would be more fearful to tread shamefully and impu- 
dently aside from the truth, than such as had less, or 
nothing, to lose,” ‘ — told them that his present appeal to 
them was a mere act of courtesy, and, in return for a 
series of deep and signidcant threats, received *a ready 
obedience. 'Phe same scenes, with the same results, 
were acted in Mayo and Sligo, and lord Wentworth 
went on to Galway. 

Here he was prepared for opposition. The people, 
chiefly Roman catholics, were supported by a formidable 
body of priests, and had the strenuous countenance and 
assistance of their hereditary lord, the earl of Bt. Albans 
and Clanricarde, a nobleman of esteem at the Pinglish 
court. The spirit of Wentworth rose at the prospect, 
an<l he prepared the court, in a memorable de.spatch, for 
the measures they were to expect from him If it 
he followed with just sc-verity,” he wrote, this oppos- 
ition will prove of great use to the crown, as any one 
thing that hath hapiiened, since this plantation fell^in 
proposition. It shall not only, with a considerable ad- 
dition of revenue, bring security to this county, which 
of the whole kingdom most requires it, but make all the 
succeeding plantations ])ass with the greatest quietness 
that can be desired. Whereas if this froward humour* 
be negligently or loosely handled, it will not only blemish 
the honour and comeliness of that which is effected 
already, but cut off all hope for the future.” He sum- 

» StrafToTiJ Papers, vol. i. p. W2. ; a despatch in which tho entire pro. 
cccdiiigs are charactensticaliy giviii. t. 

VOL. II. Z 
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inpned a jury on the same principle as in the preceding 
counties. They were obstinate in their refusal to obey 
him. The sheriff who had selected them was instantly 
fined 1000/. ; the jurors themselves were cited into the 
Castle-chamber, and fined 4000/rfeach ; and the earl of 
Clanricarde ' received a Intavy reprimand from the court, 
and was made /o suffer severely. Bitter murmurs were 
heard in Ireland, and men spoke out more strongly 
in England. But the deputy knew no fear. This 
comfort I have to support me against the malice of this 
race of sturdy beggars, that howbeit they threaten me 
with a Felton or a Ravillac, yet my master is pleased 
graciously to accept of my endeavours, and to say pub- 
licldy at council-board, tlie crown of England was never 
so well' served on this ,fide, as since my coining to the 
government." 

• Exasperated, nevertheless, with these signs of oppos- 
ition, he now thought to silence them effectually by one 
terrible warning, llis knowledge of the character of the 
vice- treasurer, the lord Mountnorris, has been already 
shown, and 1 have quoted the deeply significant in- 
timation which opened their official connection. Mount- 
nonis liad long disregarded this, and had, indeed, 
omitted no opportunity which his place afforded him, of 
thwarting in every possible way the schemes of W ent- 
worth. A trifling circumstance now gave the latter 
an occasion of punishment. Severely afflicted with the 
gout, — for so frightful were his bodily infirmities, 
that freedom from one complaint seldom failed to lie 
followeil by thraldom to another, — the lord deputy sat 
one day in the presence-chamber, when one of his at- 
tendants—a Mr. Annesley, a distant relation of the lord 
Mountnorris — accidentally dropped a stool upon his foot. 

Enraged with the pain whereof," says Clarendon, “ his 
lordship with a small cane struck Annesley. This 
being merrily spoken of at dinner at the lord chaiicel- 

> For the reprcdcnt.itions made by Wentworth .igainst thU nobleman, 
Straflbnl Papers;'' vol. i. pp. 4J1. 4711. 49:2. j and vul. ii. pp. 31, 35. 
StiS. S81. 

a Strafibrd Papers, vol. i. p. 412. ; and see p. 371. 
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lor*s table, ivhercf the lord Mountnorris was, he said, 
^ the gentleman had % brother that would not liave taken 
such a blow.' " ^ These words wet% spoken in the month 
of April, Eaves.droppers reported them to Wentworth, 
who instantly forwar^d a messenger to London to bring 
back a king s commission for^he trial of Mountnorris. 
It was sent at his request. Not till December, how- 
ever, was any further step taken, though the interim 
had been employed in giving security to the lord deputy's 
purpose. 

In December, Mountnorris received a summons to 
attend a council of war the t\ext morning. Ignorant of 
the cause of so sudden a movement, he was vainly ask- 
ing his brother councillors to explain it, — when Went- 
worth entered, produced the king's commission,*charged 
lord Mountnorris with an attempt to stir up mutiny 
against himself as general of the army, and ordered the 
charge to be read. It ran to this effect: — That it 
having been mentioned at the lord chancellor's table, 
that Annesley had let a stool fall on the lord deputy's 
foot, Mountnuiris had scornfully and contemptuously 
said, “ Perhaps it was done in revenge of that public 
affront that my lord deputy did me formerly ; but I 
liave a brother who would not have taken such a revenge." 
In vain the accused fell on his knees, and requested 
time for consultation ; in vain he demanded even a copy 
of the charge, or permission to retain counsel : — every 
thing was denied to him ; the lord deputy cited two 
articles of war wdiich rendered him amcnalde to im- 
prisonment and to death ; demanded from the council- 
lors the immediate and summary judgment of a court 
martial on both the articles ; and sternly silenced a pro- 
posal which they ventured to submit, of separating the 
charges. Guilty the accused was to be voted, of both 
or of none ! " Even lord Moore, one of the councillors — 
who, with sir R. Loftus, the brother of another coun- 

' Clarendon, vol. L p. 174. This statement U ^rne out tiy Ilaillie’s 
letters. Aushworth, on the other band, gives it as Wentworth’s witnesses 
afterwanls swore to it Collectiuiis, vul. lii. p. Ib7. ; and see Nation's CoL 
lections, vol. i. p. SO. 
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cillor, had proved Wentworth’s case<^ was ordered to 
resume his seat, and judge the irian whom he had ac- 
cused ! Under the eye of the lord deputy the council 
then deliberated and voted ; and their sentence con- 
demned Mountnorris to imprisonment, deprived him of 
all his offices, ignominioflsly dismissed him from the 
army, incapacifrited him from ever serving again, and, 
finally, left him to be shot, or beheaded, at the pleasure 
of the general. Before'ihe whole court lord Wentworth 
then expressed exultation, — " the sentence was just and 
noble, and for his part he would not lose his share of 
the honour of it !” He turned afterw’ards to the unfor- 
tunate Mountnorris; told him that now, if he chose, 
he had only to order execution ; but that he would peti- 
tion for his life, and “ \'^ould sooner lose his hand than 
Mountnorris should lose his head.” 

His purpose was to be more effectually answered, in 
truth, by a contemptuous pardon, and this, from the 
first, he appears to have designed, trusting to the general 
ignominy that would be thrown ov^r Mountnorris, to 
crush any after-attempt he might make against his own 
power. The remarks which have been already made 
on other personal oppressions, apply here with still 
greater force, and to the system which Wentworth had 
to uphold should the horror and reproach be carried. 
It is certain that, at the period of this proceeding, lord 
Clarendon has justly described the issue to which the 
positions of the parties had brought them : — That 
either the' deputy of Ireland must destroy my lord 
Mountnorris while he continued in his office, or my lord 
Mountnorris must destroy the deputy as soon as his 
commission was determined.” * Wentworth was not 
the man to leave this issue in the hands of chance, — nor, 
at the same time, to blind himself to the results of such 

> The reader may be referred, in cose he desires to pursue this subject 
further, to the most .imple materials of judgment and discrimination as to 
tlie character and bearing of the parties. Stratford Paiiers, vol. i. pp. 73. 
7«-.. IIQ. .S49. 388. .v92. 402 et seq 448. 497. ctieq. MH. 308. c/ seq. 
511 itxrj 5H. .>19. ; and to vol. li. pp 5. 14. rt seg. and 14.';. The un- 
furl unato want of an index to the Stratford Papers makes these refcrciicca 
ncceisary. 
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conduct the necessity had forced upon him. ^ut 
if, because 1 am neoessitated to preserve myself from 
contempt and scorn^ and to keep and' retain with me a 
capacity to serve his migesty with that honour becoming 
the dignity of that place 1 here by his majesty's favour 
exercise^ therefore 1 must b# taken to be such a rigid 
Cato Censoriifs, as should render me alnjpst inhospitable 
to humane kind; — yet shall not that persuade me to suffer 
myself to be trodden upon^ by nibn indeed of that savage 
and insolent nature they would have me believed to be> 
or to deny unto myself and my own subsistence so na- 
tural a motion as is the defence of a man's self." 

The wife of Moun morris was a kinswoman of the 
lady Arabella Hollis^ whose memory Wentworth che- 
rished with such enthusiasm, ^d in the name and by 
the memory of her" hoping that God would so reward 
him for it upon the sweA children of her kinswoman/' 
lady Mountnorris, immediately after the sentence, in a 
deeply pathetic letter, besought Wentworth to take ^Miis 
heavy hand from off her dear lord."* Every writer 
concurs in stating that this letter was coldly and con- 
temptuously disregarded by the lord deputy, but an 
extract from one of his despatches may at least serve to 
throw some doubt over such a statement. 1 send 
you," he writes to secretary Cooke, “ here inclosed the 
sentence of the council of war in the case of the lord 

Mountnorris I foresee full well, how I shall 

be skirmished upon for it on that side : causeless tra. 
ducing and calumniating of me is a spirit that bath 
haunted me througli the whole course of my life, and 
now become so ordinary a food, as the sharpness and 
bitterness of it in good faith distempers not my taste 
one jot. Finally, as 1 formerly signed the sentence 
together with them, so do 1 most heartily now join in 
their letters to you, where we all become humble peti- 
tioners to his majesty for his life, which was, God knows, 
BO little looked after by roe, that howbeit 1 hold under 
favour* the sentence most just, yet ^ere it left me in 
^ Clarendon'i State Papers, vol. i. p. 449. 
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chQice^ whether he must lose his head, or I my hand, this 
should redeem that. His lordship was prisoner in this 
castle some two days, hut upon his physician's certificate, 
that the badness of his lodging might prejudice his health, 
I sent him upon good bond restrained only to his own 
house, where he is like td- remain till I receive his ma^ 
jestys further ^pleasure concerning himf It is most 
unlikely that such an extraordinary favour as this had 
been granted on the af»plication of a physician merely, 
while the lord deputy had an obvious reason for keeping 
out of sight the influence of the lady. 

Some short time after, Mountnorris, on condition of 
submitting to Wentworth, and acknowledging the justice 
of his sentence, received his liberty. Prosecutions, how- 
ever, had been lodged j^gainst him meanwhile in the 
star-chamber, and he felt himself a lowered and well- 
nigh beggared man. At my lord Mountnorris his 
departure hence,” writes the deputy, he seemed won- 
drously humbled, as much as Chaucer’s friar ^ that 
would not for him any thing should he dead ; so I told 
him I never wished ill to his estate, nor person, further 
than to remove him thence, where he was as well a 

* Chaucer and Dr. Donne appear fo have been Wcntivorth’s favourite 
poct 8 . Chaucer imlced, to the court readers of that day, wjis as Sliakspeare 
111 our own. It is clear too, (roin the fre(|ucrit use of peculiar expiessions 
in his despatches, that the lord deputy was not unacquainted, and that in. 
timatcly, with the Kfcat dramatist, though he never, as with Chaucer and 
Donne, quotes niiiiiecled passages. It is worth subjoining, os an instance out 
of many, one of Wentworth’s sneers at sir Ihers Cro-^by — that “trifle 
Crosby,” as he elsewhere calls linn “ Since his departure I have neither 
heard from him, nor o( him, more than that he vouchsafed with his pretty 
composcil looks to give the Caliway agents countenance and courtship 
before the eyes' -of all the good people that looked upon them, gracing and 
ushering them to and from all their appearings before the lords ; there is 
no more to be added in liis case but these two verses of old Jcfflrey 
Chaucer— 


* No where so busy a man as he thcr n’as, 

And yet he seciiictl busier than he was.’ ” 

When the newsmonger Garrard heard of the aflUir of Mountnorris, he 
quotes Dr. Donne, as if to eoinmuiiicate some tender sympathy to his lord- 
ship in that way : — “ When tirst 1 heard the news, wpicn was on St Ste- 
phen's day, and how all men talked of it, it disorder'd me, it brake my 
sleep, I waked at four in the morning, it made me herd the next day lest 
in company ;.-not that I believed what was said, but that I had no oracle, 
no Kiich friend on the sudden to go to, who could give such satisfaction as 
J desired. Noblest lor£\ your letter hath done it ; what Dr. Donne writ 
once is most true, Sir^moret/iankisteStMterstningtesouls^for thus friends 
absent speak^ &c.“ 
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trouhh as an offence unto we; •that ^ing clone (how- 
belt thorough his owe fault with more prejudice to him 
than I intended) 1 could wish there were no more debate 
hetwixt us; and 1 told him that, if he desired it, 1 would 
spare my prosecutionii against him in the star chamber 
tliere." Immediately before iliis passage occurs, in the 
same letter, Wentworth had remarked^ — T assure 
you I have had a churlish winter of this, nor hath the 
gout been without other attcndtnts that do prognostick 
no long life for me here below ! Which skills not much, 
lie lives more that virtuously and generously spruds 
one month, than some other that may chance to dream 
out some years, and bury himself alive all the while.** 
The life of the lord deputy had, indeed, in the intensity 
of sensation it had required foi^its sustainment,* covered 
a larger span of existence than years can measure, and 
now the term that remainAl to it was fated to be dashed 
with almost unceasing anxieties and troubles, more bitter 
in proportion to the temperament they wrought on. 

His anticipations of the enmity that would be pro- 
voked against him by the case of Mountnorris, were 
more than realised. Laud ventured to intimate to him 
: — '^1 find that, notwithstanding all your great services 
in Ireland, which arc most graciously accepted by the 
king, you want not them, which whisper, and perhaps 
speak louder where they think they may, against your 
proceedings in Ireland, as being over-full of personal 

prosecutions against men of quality And this 

is somewhat loudly spoken by some on the c]jiecn’s side. 
.... I know you have a great deal more rcsoliftion 
in you, than to decline any service due to the king, state, 
or church, for the barking of discontenteil persons ; and 
God forbid but you should : and yet, ray lord, if you 
could find a way to do all these great services and 
decline these storms, I think it would be excellent well 
thought on.**^ To this advice succeeded other galling 

Straffbrd Paper*, vol i. p. 479. I.ord Cotti niton's account was fome. 
thing diiTurcnt : — You said right, that Mountnorris his tiusincss wnu’d 
make a great noise . for so it hath, ainong>.t iguoraut, but Okiiccially ill. 

z 4 
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announcements. Lord SJlanricarde died suddenly, from 
a Broken heart it was said, in consequence of the Galway 
proceedings ; and tlie death of the sheriff of that county, 
who ha<l been imprisoned by Wentworth, immediately 
followed. Both of these deaths ^ere laid at his door. 

They might as well,” er^claimed the lord deputy, ad- 
verting to the first — they might as well have imputed 
unto me for a crime, his being threescore and ten years 
old ! ” M^ith cooler aitire he put off the fate of the 
sheriff They will lay the charge of Darcy the 
8herifi'’s death unto me. My arrows are cruel that 
wound so mortally ! — but I should be more sorry, by 
much, the king shoub )se his fine.** Still this did not 
subdue the daily increasing murmurs ; one exaggeration 
begot a;iother ; and resolved at last, by a sudden 
public appearance in England, to confound his accusers, 
and, even in their very teeth, to throw for new marks 
of favour. 

Permission having been obtained from the king, 
Wentworth apnearod at the English court ir May, 
He was received with the highest favour, and 
so delighted the king with his account of the various 
measures by which he had consolidated the government 
of Ireland, that he was entreated by his majesty to 
repeat the details *^at a very full council,” — llowbeit 
1 t^ld him, I feared his majesty might be wearied with 
the repetition of so long a narrative, being no other than 

iifibeted pco|)U^ but it bath stuck little amoni; the tvlscr sort, and bPfjins 
to Ym blown away amonKst 'the rest.*' Hia lordship, in the same letter, 
coininunicdt^s to Wentworth a remarkable sequel to the afl'dir. The 
lord deputy, in order to procure Moiiiitnorris’s offices for hla favourites 
(chiefly youiiR lA>ttii8, the husliand qf a lady who has been lietbre adverted 
to), had proposed to distribute GIXKV as a sort of purchase of them, to the 
princi|i4l English ministers. (Straflbrd Papers, vol. i. p. 508.) The sly old 
courtier Cottington, however, into whose hands the business fell, hit on a 
more notable expedient. ** Wlien William Raylton first told me,” he 
writes, ” of your lordship’s intefitioa touching Mountnorrw’s place for sir 
Adam lioftus, and the distribution of monies for the effecting thereof, I 
fell u|ion the right way, which wai, to give the money to hhn that reatty 
cfm/ti do the business^ which woe the king himself; and this hath so far 
prevailed, as by this post your lordship will receive his majesty's letter to 
that eflbot; so as thei' you have your business done without noise.” 
The money happened to be particularly welcome to Charles, who had just 
been purchasing an estate! See Straftbrd Papers, voL i. p. 511. 
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he had formerly beard^ and thaft I desired therefore 1 
might give my accojint to the lords without his ma- 
jesty's further expence of time, yet he told me it was 
worthy to be heard twice, and that he was willing to 
have it so.” * No wjnder ! A more striking descrip- 
tion was never spoken. He Retailed all the measures 
he had accomplished for the church, the army, and the 
revenue, for manufactures and commerce, for the laws 
and their administration, — andathrough every vigorous 
and welhaimed word shone the author of all those 
measures ! ^V^entworth adverted, towards the close of 
his relation, to some particulars wherein I have been 
very undeservedly and bloodily traduced." lie men- 
tioned the slanders that had been circulated, proclaiming 
him *'a severe and austere hard-conditioned may, rather 
indeed a basha of Buda, than me minister of a pious 
Christian king.” His roport of what followed is a 
direct illustration of much that has been advanced in 
this memoir. liowbei^ if I were not much mistaken 
in myself, it was quite the contrary ; no man could Nhev) 
wherein I had expreaned it in my nature, no friend / 
had would charge me with it in mg private conversation, 
no creature had found it in the managing of my own 
private affairs, so as if I stood clear in all these respects, 
it was to be confessed by any equal mind that it vms not 
any thing within^ but the rmiessity of his majesty s service, 
which inforced me into a seeming strictness outwardly. 
And that was the reason indeed. For where I found a 
crown, a church, and a people spoiled, could not 
imagine to redeem them from under the pressure ifith 
gracious smiles and gentle looks. It would cost warmer 
water than so ! True it was, that where a ilominion 
was once gotten and settled, it might be stayed and 
kept where it was by soft and moderate counsels, but 
where a sovereignty (be it spoken with reverence) was 
going down the hill, the nature of a man did so easily 

' See Straffbrd Papers, vol. i. pp. The despatch in which Went, 

worth again, for the third time, details his remarSable narrative, is ad. 
dressed to Wandesford, who, in the meanwhile, was administering the 
Irish government. 
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slide into the paths of an uncontroijled liberty, as it 
would not be brought back without strength, nor be 
forced up the hill again but by vigour and force. And 
true it was indeed, I knew no other rule to govern by, 
but by reward and punishment : and I must profess 
that where 1 found a person well and intirely set for the 
service of my master, 1 should lay my hand under his 
foot, and add to his respect and power all 1 might, and 
that where I found tl^e contrary, I should not handle 
him in my arms, or sooth him in his untoward humour, 
but if he came in my reach, so far as honour and justice 
would warrant me, I must knock him soundly over the 
knuckles, but no sooner he become a new man, apply 
himself as he ought to the government, but 1 also change 
my tern{>cr, and express niy self to him, as unto that 
other, by all the good orfices I could do him. If this 
be sharpness, if this be sevjrity, T desired to be in- 
structed better by his majesty and their lordships, for 
in truth it did not seem so to me ; however, if 1 were 
once told, that his majesty liked not to be thus served, 
I w’ould reatlily conform myself, follow the bent and 
current of my own disposition, which is to be quiet, 
not to have debates and disputes with any. Here his 
majesty interrupted me and said, that was no severity, 
wishe(l me to go on in that way, for, if 1 served him 
otherwise, 1 should not serve him as he expected from 
me." 

Wentworth left the court for Wentworth AVood- 
house, loaded with the applause of the king and his 
lor^s of the council, and folloAved by the aweful gaze of 
doubting multitudes. 

As he passed through York, he was arrested by en- 
thusiastic friends, and with some difficulty escapetl them. 

I am gotten hither," he writes to Laud, at last, to 
a poor house 1 liave, having been this last week almost 
feasted to death at York. In truth, for any thing 1 can 
find, they were not ill- pleased to see me. Sure I am 
it much contentevl me to be amongst my old acquaint- 
ance, which I would not leave for any other affection 1 
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have, but to that frhich 1 both profess and owe to the 
person of his sacred majesty. Lord ! with what quiet- 
ness in myself could I live here in comparison of that 
noise and labour I meet with elsewhere ; and, I protest, 
put up more crowns in my purse at the year's end too ! 
But we 'll let that pass. 1 am not like to enjoy 
that blessed condition upon earth. And therefore my 
resolution is set to endure and struggle with it so long 
as this crazy body will l)ear ill* and finally drop into 
the silent grave, w’here both all these (which I now 
could, as I think, innocently delight myself in) and 
myself are to be forgotten. And fare them nrell ! I 
l)ersuadc myself iwnto Lvpido I am able to lay them 
down very quietly."* 

flis rest was extremely shorty for he soon re-aflpeared 
in York, discharged several of the duties of his pre- 
sidency, and fell with all liis accustomed vigour on the 
collection of ship-money. That famous tax had recently 
been levied. The same success waited upon Went- 
worth's present measures in respect to it, as the capacity 
and energy which animated all he did almost invariably 
commanded. In every other county, murmurs, threats, 
and curses, accompanied the payment, — in Yorkshire, 
during \Yent worth’s ])resencc, silence. Ilis letter to 
the king reads like one of his Irish despatches. In 
pursuit of your commands, I have eftcctually, both in 
public and private, recommended the justice and neces- 
sity of the shipping business, and so clearly shown it to 
be, not only for the honour of the kingdom in gene^l, 
but for every man's particular safety, that I am most 
confident the assessment this next year will be univer- 
sally and cheerfully answered within this jurisdiction." 2 

The lord deputy, as the time approachcil for his 

1 StrafTonl Paper*, vol. ii. p. Q6. 

- In a subsequent letter Wentworth wrote;— “I forgot in my last 
humbly to offer my opinion, that in case your majesty find or apprehend 
any i)dckwardne>s in the south, it were gooil the next year’s writs for the 
shipping assessment were hasteneil first down into these parts, where they 
are sure to find no opposition, nr unwillingneMt, whiim example may rather 
further tlian hinder ni the right way, which others ought to follow else- 
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return to his government^ unburthened himself of a suit 
to the king which he now felt concerned him daily more 
and more. For the second time he entreated from 
Charles the honour of an earldom. He begged it in 
refutation of the malicious insinuations of his enemies, 
to prove that their calufnnies were disbelieved, and to 
strengthen hiip in the eyes of the Irish.^ At the same 
time he wrote to Laud, telling him plainly the use the 
enemies of the state ^ere making of the king's with- 
holding from his deputy some public mark of his favour, 
and urging the danger it threatened to his authority and 
to the public service. Again Wentworth’s suit was re- 
jected. Since Charles’s last answer, his reasons for 
refusal had increased every way. His reply was pe- 
remptory. Believe iL the marks of my favours that 
stop malicious tongues are neither places nor titles, but 
the little welcome I give to accusers, and the willing 
ear I give to my servants.” The jest with which his 
majesty’s letter closed did not mend the matter. “ 1 
will end with a rule that may serve for a statesman, a 
courtier, or a lover, — never make a defence or apology 
before you be accused.” The lord deputy felt this 
deeply. I wish,” he wrote to Laud, “ thorough the 
opinion that I stand not full to his majesty’s liking in 
my service in this place, his majesty’s affairs may not 
suffer as well as myself. But fall that as it may, 1 am 
resolved never to stir that stone more, dead to me it is 
to be for ever. Indeed I neither think of it, nor look 
for it." His friend George Butler he recommended 
to look for rewards and punishments in the next world ; 

for in gootl faith, George, all below are grown won- 
derous indifferent.” Nor did Wentworth scruple to 
exhibit very broadly to the king the still rankling dis- 
appointment. Out of the truth of my heart,” he 
wrote, and with that liberty your majesty is pleased 
to afford me (which shall nevertheless ever retain all the 
humility, modesty, and secrecy possible), admit me to 
say, reward well applied advantages the services of kings 
cxtreamly much. It being most certain, that not one 
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man of very man^ serve their masters for love, but for 
their own ends and preferments, and that he is in the 
rank of the best servants, that can be content to serve 
his master together with himself. Finally, I am most 
confident, were your majesty purposed but for a while 
to use the excellent wisdom Gfcd hath given you in the 
constant, rigW, and quick applying of rewards and 
punishments, it were a thing most easy for your servants 
in a very few years, under your Conduct and protection, 
80 to settle, all your affairs and dominions, as should 
render you, not only at home but abroad also, the most 
powerful ami considerable king in C'hristendom.'' * 

With Laud, Wentworth communicated more freely 
on this subject, and in one of his more desponding 
letters suddenly consoles himse^ with Dr. Doflne and 
Vandyke. “ I most humbly thank your lordship for 
your noble care and counsfl tending to the preservation 
of my health, a free bounty it is of your love towards 
me, where otherwise of myself I am so wondrous little 
considerable to any body else. The lady Astrea, the 
poet tells wSy is long since gone to heaven, but under 
favour 1 can yet find reward and punishment on earth. 
Indeed sometimes they are like Doctor Donn’s ^anagram 
of a good face,’-' the ornaments missed, a yellow tooth, 
a red eye, a white lip or so ! and seeing that all beauties 
take not all affections, one man judging that a deformity, 
which another considers as a perfection or a grace, this 
methinks convinceth the certain iricertainty of rewards 
and punishments. Howsoever he is the wisest eommoi^y, 
the greatest, and happiest man, and shall surely draw 
tile fairest table of his life, that understands with Van- 

I StrafTord PaperB, vol. ii. p 41. 

s “ Marry and love fhy Fla\ la, for she 

llatli all tilings wherehy others iHMUtcouB be; 

For though her e>es be small, her mouth is great; 

Though theira be ivory, yet her teeth be jvt ; 

«•. Ac. 

What though her checks be yellow, her hmr *a red ; 

0 * e 0 

Though all her part* be not in th* usual place, 

.She hdUi } ct the .uugram:* of a good lace ! ” Second Etegy. 
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dike^ how to dispose of these shadows^ best^ to make up 
his own comeliness and advantage.*' * Whereupon his 
grace of Canterbury warns the lord deputy from Van- 
dyke and Dr. Doiine^ into the book of Ecclesiastes. — 
“ Once for all, if you will but read over the short book 
of Ecclesiastes, while thtise thoughts arc in you, you 
will sec a bet.^er disposition of these things, and the 
vanity of all their shadows, than is to be found in any 
anagrams of Dr. Donrie's, or any designs of Vandyke. 
So to the lines there drawn I leave you.”- * 

Disappointed of that public mark of favour he had 
claimed so justly, but strengthened by private instruc- 
tions from the king which left no bound or limit to 
his power, lord Wentworth returned to Ireland. He 
resumed his measures ^precisely at the point in which 
he had left them, overawed every effort to disturb the 
breathless tranquillity whicli his energy had inspired, 
and, under his vigilant eye, the infant cultivation, ma- 
nufactures, and commerce of the country, began to 
increase and prosper. ^Vhile the subject enjoyed 
security, from the entire suppression of internal insur- 
rections and depredations, the royal revenues, arising 
from produce and consumption, experienced a rapid 
increase.” •* This security,” however, was never felt 
to Ik? other than that of absolutism, for Wentworth, 
hand in hand witli his most striking hnaneial improve- 
ments, carried on his inquiries into defective titles with 
a terrible rigour. He placed at the king’s disposal the 
entire district of Ormond, and in his Irish exchequer 
the sum of 15,000/., wrung from die family of the 
O'Byrnes in Wicklow, to redeem their possessions from 
a similar award. Successful in every effort he made, 
he did not care to call into request the new powers he 
had been entrusted with, 

^ Straffl)rd Paper*, ii. p. 158. ® Ibid. p. ICS. 

Sec his letter to Waiidcstord, Strafford Paper*, vol. ii. p 13. et seq. 

< Mr. MacDiarniicI, whose summary of Wentworth's firiaiii'ial measures 
is very able 1 have qiscosionally availed myself of it See Lives of British 
Statesmen, vol. ii. pp. 170—181. The despair he* of the lord deputy, in the 
early portion of the second volume of the Strofibrd Papers, are singularly 
powerAil. 
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Not a messenger or a letter arrived from England, 
however, without neVs that dashed his prosperity and 
his pride. He saw as much beyond the narrow vision 
of the English courtiers as his sagacity outreached theirs, 
and, in the hollow madness of their measures, had already 
discerned disastrous issues. ^The ruin they were pre- 
cipitating, he bitterly knew would ihvoKe himself ; yet 
he had not even the poor conso1|^tion of feeling, that the 
only portion of the king’s service that had in it any 
of the elements of stability, his own government, had a 
single hearty defender in that English court. Their 
praises obsequiously waited on his presence alone. Laud, 
indeed, was still his friend ; but Laud’s ecclesiastical 
administration had by this time well nigh inca|?acitated 
its master for any purpose of gbod. 'Fhe popular party 
in England, meanwiiiie, talking advantage of the occasion, 
raised a loud and violent voice of clamour against the 
lord deputy of Ireland. lie flung it back, in the hasty 
self bullying of his will, with a contemptuous scorn \ — 
but he knew se cretly its power, and in his graver de- 
spatches warned tlie court from leaving him unpro- 
tected to its effects : — With the discsteem of the 
governor,” he wrote, the government shall impair, if 
not in the existence, sure in the beauty of it, which is 
as considerable, as that most men are guided and guide 
themselves by opinion. So as, if you will have my 
philosophy in the point, let no prince employ a servant 

' “ In truth,” he wrote to Laud, I utill wUli (and take it aiRo to he a 
Tery charitable one) Mr. Ilainbdcn and nthera to hia likcfiesn wcrc^cll 
whipt into their nitht scnsen ; it* that the rod be $o umciI ns that it binarta 
not, 1 am the more norry. One good remedy were to fseiifl for your 
chnnney.iiwceper of Oxford, who will sing you a song made ut one llond, 
it seems aschoohnabtvrof the frce.srhool of St I’.iuI'm, Lumioii, ami withal 
show how to jerk, to temper the troice, to guide the hand, to lay on the 
rod excellently i sure 1 am he made me laugh heartily when 1 was there 
last ; and the chancellor ot the university might with a word fetch up 
to your lordship at Lambeth, both the {icrson and the poems (tor I must 
teil you there is the second, it not the third (lart of the song), and then 
bring but Mr. llambden and llond in place, and it may every way prove a 
three man's song. Hut letch in the nobleman you mention, and then it 
may chance to prove a very lb) I concert ! At wvtl as I think qf Mr. Uamb. 
dcn*s abilities^ 1 take his will ami peevishness to be full as great, and with, 
out diminution to him, judge the other, howbei#not the father of the 
country (a title some will not stick to give unto them both, to put them 
if It be possible, the faster and farther out of thedr wits), the very sinaput, 
the vertical point of the whole fiaction.**— Papers, vol. ii. p. 158. 
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longer than he is resolved to have him valued and es* 
teemed by others, thorough those powers he shall ma- 
nifest to be entrusted with him." Still he saw no 
symptoms of what he desired, and at last he wrote 
personally to the king. Sir,” he said, ** I take my 
natural inclinations to be‘^extreamly much more tender 
and gentle, th^n the smooth looks and cheeks of your 
ministers on that side f^pd in their own bosoms, and yet 
heighten the cry upon me !” But Charles had now the 
queen s influence in many respects upon him, and the 
queen was not displeased to hear of the sinking fortunes 
of Wentworth. Lord Holland, her favourite counsellor, 
was even heard to insinuate that the lord deputy was 
subject ,to occasional touches of madness. This, among 
the other reports, came Cj Wentworth's ear. He charged 
it upon Holland, who denied it, confessing he might 
have attributed hypochondriack humour^” certainly 
not madness. Wentworth wrote back to the king : — 

As for the 'hypochondriack humour’ his lordship 
mentions, it is a great word and a courtly phrase; but if 
I mistake not the English of it, it is to be civilly and 
silently maddish : and if so, I can assure his lordship, 
he shall And as little of that in me, as of any other more 
active heat. But 1 shall not stir that matter further, 
only, if it be denied his lordship said 1 W'as mad, it were 
very easy to shew his memory might fail him some- 
times. . . . Your majesty may be pleased to excuse this 
foul writing, being in truth so tormented in the present 
with the tbbthach, as troubles my sense more than the 
mistaken reports of any others shall do." Sad indeed 
were the bodily infirmities which exasperated these 
complainings of the lord deputy. The gout, the tooth- 
ach, the ague, an intermittent pulse, faint sweats and 
heaviness, and, to crown all, the frightful disorder of 
the stone, alternately broke his spirits, and warned him 
" tliat no long life awaited him here below!" 

What still regained to him, he yet resolved to live 
out bravely. " A frame of wood," he writes to Laud, 

“ 1 have given order to set ' u in a park 1 have in 
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the county of Wickloe. gnash tlie tooth of 

these gallants never «o hard^ 1 will by God s leave go 
on with it^ that so I may have a place to take iny 
recreation for a month or two in a year, were it for no 
other reason tlian to displease them, by keeping myself, 
if so please God, a little lon^r in health/’ ‘ Among 
other reports tb his prejudice had been tjfit of build- 
ing up to the sky.’^- We find him afterwards adverting 
to this : — acknowle^e, thaf were myself only con- 
sidered in what I build, it were not only to excess, but 
even to folly, having already houses moderate for my 
condition in Yorkshire: — but his majesty will justify 
me, that at my last being in England, I accjuainted him 
with a jiurpose 1 had to build him a house at the Naas, 
it being uncomely his majesty sj^ould not have cffie here 
of his own, capable to lotlge him wdth moderate con- 
veniency (which in truth ifs yet he hath not), in case 
he inigiit be pleased sometimes hereafter to look upon 
this kingdom ; and that it W'us necessary in a manner, 
for the dignity of this place, and the health of Ids ile- 
puty and family, that there sliould be one removing 
house of fresh air, for want whereof, 1 assure your 
lordship, 1 have felt uo siiuill inconvenience since my 
coming hither ; that when it was built, if liked by his 
majesty, it should he his, paying me as it cost, if 
disliked, a atto (Jamnoi I w'as content to keep it and 
smart for my folly. His majesty seemed to he jileascd 
with all, whereui)on I proceeded, rniff hair in a manner 
fininhed it, and no rontrhrd if for the rooms af .state, ^ 
and other accommodations irhieh I hare, ohserred in tii 
maje.sttfs houses, as I had been, indeed, stark mad ever 
to have east it so for a private family f ^ 

> Str.-ifTdrd Paptw, rol. ii. p iCfi. 

^ Ibid. p. 107. His cx|ienaivc repairs of t^ie castle of Dublin had also 
l>C£ii repruiL'hed to him. Rut on hit first .irnval he had certainly allotted 
a (food case of necessity to ('ooke : — ” This, castle is in very sreat decay, j 
have liecii inforcnl to take down one of the ((rent towers, which was ready 
to tall, and the rest are .<iu crasy, an we are still in fear fiart of it might drop 
down upon our heads *’ vol. i. p. l:n. 

The remains of this building, which was ralle<r.Tuggarstownc rastlc, < 
are visible still, and, 1 am informed by gentlemen who have seen thciQi 
siifBciently indicate its extraoritiiiary grandeur and extent. They cover 
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Between these two toyal residences Wentworth now 
divided a great portion of his time;. Uis mode of living 
equalled in magnificence the houses tliemselves. At his 
own charge he maintained a retinue of 50 attendants, 
besides liis troop of 100 horse, which he had originally 
raised and equipped at^ an expense of (iOOO/., and 
kept up at an enormous yearly cost. -Tliis style of 
living, which tie took care to bear out in every other 
respect, he characterirtically vindicated to Cottington 
as “ an expence not of vanity, but of necessity, 
it vot to baeoma hamny the great honour to represent 
hia viajesty mered permit y to net it forth, no not in any 
one eireunhstanee, in a peimriouit mean manner, before 
the eyett of a wild and rude peopled ^ Nor did he 
scruples to conceal the fact, that his own private fortune 
had been assisted, in these vast charges, by certain public 
profits, It is very true,^' he writes to hand, I 
have, under the blessing of Almighty Hod, and the 
protection of his majesty, (iOOO/. a year good land, 
which I brought witli me into his service ; and L have 
a share for a short term in these customs, which, whilst 
his majesty’s revenue is there increased more than 
iJ(),()()()/. by year, proves nevertheless a greater profit to 
me than ever I dreamt of," "VV^hen Laud read this 
passage to C'harlcs, the king observed, impatiently, but 
he doth not tell you bow much," and plainly inti- 
mated that he grudged the minister his share of profit.*^ 
Wentworth had few occasions of gratitude to Charles 
during a life worn out in his service ! In respect of 
tlAJse customs, it is not to be doubted that (.'harWs 


several acres. Tlioy are close to the rtiad side, about sixteen Irish miles 
Orom Uubi I II, and provoke, c\ I'll now, from many an uiircHectinf,' passer 
by, a curse upon the incintiry of** Bl.trk 'rom.” Such is the naiiiebv which 
the Irish pe-isantry ."itdl reiricmber StrafTord. When M. Boull.iye-fe-Gouz 
visited Ireland, he found this ca.*>tle in the property and posse«.iion of sir 
George WVnlwortli, Strattbrd’s brother, and giiardetl by forty English 
soldiers. — Mr. Vrokrr's MS. 

> Strafford Papers, vol. i. p, 138. 

* laiiid writes : — “I have of late heard some muttering about it in 
court, but can inoet^with nothing to fasten on * only it makes me doubt 
some body' hath been nibblitig about it.*’ — Sec Straflbrd Papers, vol ii. 
p. 127. 
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suspicions were grossly unjust.* He would have' had 
more of abstract justice with him in objectiiii; to a 
different source of his lord deputy's revenue, that of the 
tobacco monopoly, for, on the latter ground, undoubtedly, 
Wentworth was opei\ to grave charges, though, even 
here, the king was the last |»orson from whom with 
any propriety tliey could issue. ^ 

The lord deputy’s private habits have been described. 
He hawked, lie hunted*, and Wished whenever his 
iniirmities gave him respite. He passed some of his 
time also among books, and, in one ])ortion at least of 
these studies, had his thoughts upon a stormy political 
future. I wish," writes his friend lord ('onway to 
him, you bad bad your Ht of the gout in ICngland, 
lest you should attribute soinelljjrig of tlie disease to the 

air of that country. I senid you the ilukc of Rohan's 

• 

' lit* \vrjto«> to I.ivkI*— *' Wo are in expootanoe ovory liniii tn 

hoar what Ij< (nim’> (if usi .iiul tlio I<»rtl ohaiioollor — fo sny (ftf p/mn huf/t, 
nUul'iCi wt' .shall hath' a t^oiuu nwcfit of mo; anti to Ho ihIchI that ! inifiht 
hr thr brtfrr to utmohiur pafatus^ of Ihts jm srut I ato plaum^ Ihr Ihiton 
HtHut, and horc in dio ('oiiidry nf imMintaiiis and woods hiintinK Mini 
cluoii'x all tin* ontd.Miih' dc(i 1 (Mit li;;lit of. Hut to oooli ss truly, I ini t 
Willi a vorv slirow’d loliuko tho othor d.i\ : lor, •«tiiiichn<i; to K‘*t a almot at a 
buck, 1 wM.t to damnably li'ftt n with iiiidgo’>, U'l iiiy t.uv i.n all tnozlcd ovor 
c\(’r Miu o, itohi". stdl a^ it' it w'l ro mad. TIu* in.irks tlioy sot wall not go 
ort' again, I v/iU ao .irraiit you, ilio. week [ iiovor I'olt or »aw suoh in 
laiglaiul Suroly tlu*\ aio youiigoi brothers to Hit* muokitoes tlie liidien 
lirag on *<o rmu h I tirotcsf, I could o\ on now w oil find in iny heart to 
play tin* .slirow hoiindly, and soratoli iiiv faoe in i»ix or M*V( n place''.’' — 
Strajfl/nl Paprfs, vui ii p 17‘J, This .dlii -.ion to the lord chaiii-cllor hail 
referciicv to a judgment recently given .igaiiiiit that digmiary by Went- 
worth hiinsL’ir, III a suit hi ought agaiiiot him bv oir John fiiflbid,oii hohair 
of sir l''raiins Uiiislio, lor .in iiicroasc of portion to the lady who liad 
iiiarriod yniing butliis: — AiTordmg to lliu lord chancollur's own clear 
agreement with sir Kraiiois Uuishe, l.iilu r to the liuly.” 'J’liese .ire Went- 
worth's w'ords The oh iiioellor refused to submit to’ the jut|gnierit on tho 
ground that tho action ought to h;t\o boon brouglit in the onlmary cotrts 
of law', ami that the tribunal before whicli if was tried was both illfg.il and 
partial. Wentworth upon thi.s li.id losorted to liis u»ual seventy, and was 
HOW’ W'ai ting it- i— no w'ltli tho king It m ly lie worth stating, that mis- 
takes have been made with ropirt to the name of the lady chiefly affected 
in thi-s ea-e. by Mi M.i'’ Diarinid .iiifl other winters, m eon-eijiienee ol sir 
John (iiH'nrd haveig [brought tlie original Hctmii. She was lady Loltiis, 
not lady (jiU'urd. 

- Fur snnie aeeoiinls of In- fishing exploits, see Papers, vol. ii p. 21'> &c 
liaud appear- to have reli«lied the loni deputy's presents of “dryed fish” 
aniazingi), and to have been .'inything but fond uf Ins *' liniig lieef mit of 
Yorkshire.” His grace had .i -hrewd eve to appetite : — '* .Snic * yon are 
for Ikith (K'cnpatiOiis, flc-h and fi-li, I wonder you do not think of pow- 
dering or drying some of your Irish \cnuon, ugd send that over to 
brag too.'* 
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bookj ^ Le parfait (^apilaine/ Do ruH think the gout is 
an excuse from fighting^ for the connt Mamfelt had the 
gout that day he fought the battle of Fkury** * In the 
pleasures of the table he indulged little. He was 
exceeding temperate^" observes HadclifFe, “ in meat^ 
drink^ and recreations. *Ie was no whit given to his 
appetite; though he loved to see good mekt at his table^ 
yet he eat very little of it himself : beef or rabbits was 
his ordinary food, or Q;old powdered meats, or cheese 
and apples, and in moderate quantity. He was never 
drunk in his life, as 1 have often heard him say ; and 
for so much as I had seen, I had reason to believe him : 
yet he was not so scrupulous but he would drink healths 
where he liked his company, and be sociable as any of 
his sock'ty, and yet still within the bounds of tem- 
perance. In Ireland, where drinking was grown a disease 
epidemical, he was more strict publickly, never suffering 
any health to be drunk at his publick tabic but the 
king’s, queen’s, and priiice’vS, on solemn days. Drunk- 
enness in his servants was, in his esteem, one of the 
greatest faults.” Throughout his various admirable 
letters to his young wards, the Saviles, in whose edu- 
cation ho took extreme interest always, tin* hatred of 
this vice is still more characteristically shown. He 
returns to tin* warning again and again, coupling with 
drunkenness the equal vice of gaming, — the one a “ pur- 
suit not becoming a generous noble heart, which w’ill 
not brook such starved considerations as the greed of 
winning,” — the other, one that shall send you, by un- 


’ StrafHird P.':ppr>, \oI ii p. S<».nc of lord CVniway's letters referred 
to mutters not ijuite soderent, :ind the lord deputy’s replies j!a\e him no 
advantatte nn that score. See Papers, vol. li pp Ul— IIH. Conway's ac- 
(pi.iiutanee with lua intritines lius.dready received notice, and (he (ollow, 
mg i):issa{re from oneot \Ventwortir.s letters to this eoniidnnt is not a little 
sigiiitieaiit . — “ I desire your jutlKmcni ol the nirloM'd, which was WTitteii 
to this jour servant the other day, and ehaneinp to ojH’n and read it in the 
presence, i burst out hetore 1 licit it rcMd, that the ^tanders-by wondered 
what merrj tale it niljiht he that letter told me. Hut I must conjure >ou to 
send it me bark, not to trust it forth of your hands, only if you will, ] am 
coiiteiu you shew it inv lord of Northumberland, and my liidy of Cirlile, 
lest if it were shewn tfl others they might judge me Tomc, or something 
else, of so princely a favour! For less, the least of he coiiimaiuls arc not 
to bo taken,— what then may wc term these her earnest desires ? " 
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equal staggering paces, to your grave, witli confusion 
efface.’** 

No public duty was neglected meanwhile, for, from 
his country parks and castles, Wentworth in an hour or 
two could a])pcar in tlfc Dublin ]irescncc-c]iamber. The 
king sent hiin every license ^e required against the 
lord chancellor Loftus, and that noblerilan, for having 
disputed the judicial functions ^of the deputy, that 
transceinlcnt pow’cr of a chancellor,** as Vrentworth 
scornfully calletl him, was deprived of the seals, and 
committed to prison till he consented to submit to the 
award and to aeknowledge his error.- 

Hut while the king thus secretly authorised these 
acts of despotism, the KngUsh court, no less than the 
Englislj nation, w'cre known to ^e ohjecting to tflcir au- 
thor. . Impatiently he wioty to Laud, demanding at least 
the charge, something on which to ground an issue — 
“ The humour which ofFends me,” he exclaims, is not 
so much anger as scorn, and dt'sire to wrest out from 
amongst them n y charge ; for, fi.y thnf mvi, if I miijhl 
vonir to fiifht for mjf Vfv, if mm Id iterrr trouUlv mr, 
1 fihould then irriyli thpm all rrrif I'lfihi, atul he 
safe under the gooilness, wisdom, and justice of iny 
master. Again, howlieit I am resolved of tlie truth of 
all this, yet to accuse myself is very uncomt‘ly. I love 
not to put on my armour before tliere l)e cause, in re- 
gal d I never do so, hut I find myself l^c wearier and 
sorer for it the next inoriiiiig.” 

He could get no satisfactory answer to this, for •in 
truth the English court by this time liad enough upon 
its hands. The king meditated a war with Spain, 
for the recovery of the palatinaU', to wliich he was the 

’ .Strafibnl r^jiera, vol. i. p. \r. And sw an admirable letter at 
p. r>l 1 oT vol II 

- 'J’his case was brouKlit fiirwani at the inifieaclunerit, and was much 
aggravated by a ilisiovcry, which has lieun liefore named, in ridereiiec to 
tile young I.idy 7ail'tu«. '* In the prefenng thisi charge, " ini>ii ( lareiidiMi, 
“ many thiiig^'ot levity, as certain letters of great alRclion and faiiiilinrity 
from the earl to that lady, which were foiiiul in her cahiiict atlcr her 
death, otliers of pasMori, were exposed to the puliiiiPview *’ ^v(»l. i. p 17A.) 
Ample details of tlie entire roiir*.c of the traiisac.inm will he iniind in re- 
ferniig to the .StrafUird Papers, vol ii. p i»7 ct grtf. Idf;. cisty. 172. cf wv/. 
17‘) lytJ. 20J. 2 j7. tf scq. ct Sty '.'Irt. oil. M bib. Ml 
A A 3 
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rather urged by the quccn^ since France had already 
engaged. Fortunately, before taking this step, he was 
induced to advise with the lord deputy of Ireland. This 
was the first time Wentworth had ever been consulted 
on the general affairs of the kingdom, and he instantly 
forwarded a paper of opposing reasons to the king, so 
strongly and s*o ably stated, that the war project was 
given lip.* The queens indifferent feeling to him, it 
may well be .supposed, was not rcmovcfl by such policy.- 
Thc peace, however, which lord Wentworth so ear- 
nestly recommended, was now more fatally broken. The 
whole Seottish nation rose against Charles, in con- 
sequence of Laud’s religious innovations. Wentworth 
w’as not at first consulted respecting these commotions, 
but lie hail thrown out ofcasional advice in liis despatches 
w’liich was found singularly scrvic(‘al)Ie.-^ He strove as 
fjir as ])ossihIe, hy urging strong defensive measures, to 
prevent an o])en rupture. If,” he wrote to Charles, 
the war were with a foreign enemy, I sliould like 
well to have the first bloiv ; //rh/f/ v'ith your ma- 

jfstys oirn natural, howheit nM/iotfs .9//A/V'c/.v, it mwa 
to 7//C n tvi)d(‘r point to draw blood first ; for till it come 
to that, all hope is not lost of reconciliation ; and I 
would not have them wdth the least colour impute it to 
your majesty to have put all to extremity, till their own 
more than words inforce you to it.” * 

> 'rh(« iliiruniont l)«* fi>und in tho StrriUbnl P.'ipm, vol ii p. GO— fif 
Tt III oiK'of tlip alili'st of VV out wort l)’ii ur^inmols fur hi«! solioiuoot absolute 
lie t.ikes oi'imnioii to s.iy iii it: — “ 'I’br ojiimon ili‘Ii\ ercil by the 
imlj'i'!., dorliiriiiji the Kiwliibicss of thi» .iSMjrnwiont for the sbip])in^', is the 
gre.ilest sL-rvin- that proU'h^ion hath tluiie the iTcmn in my tinn\” 

'' U oiii»ht to bo stall'll, to W'oiitworth’s honour, that, thoiij'h he much 
ilosiroil to ha\o stood well with hor ni.ajosly, he doohiied to piirrh.iso her 
luioiir by .lots iiiooiiMi. stout with his own puhlio M'hoinrs. .Vco otirious 
evidoiiocsof this in Stmll'ord P.iihts, vol ii pp.i.’Sl, SoT. .‘>2!). 4‘2/5, 42ti &c. 
VVhoii .sho h.id ^ollOltl'd an army .'ippoiiitinoiit for some yoiiii^ (uurtior, lie 
wroto .111 o.iriust ontioaly to her ohaniborlaiii, .'iooniiip;in\iiif' his reasons 
for deoliniii}; the appointiiieiit; — “ If I may by you iindcrstaiid her ma- 
jesty's ftoiKl ]i1oasiiro, It mil be It inijtlity (|Uiotiu'ss unto me, for if once 
those pl.toos of ooniinand in tho army liooome suits at rnurt, h okod UfMin as 
proferniciiti niul portions foi youii|:or childron, thi honour of this posorn- 
iiioiit, .niid oonsei|U('MtIy the pfosperity of these affairs, are lost.” 'I’hp Xing 
hiniM'If njipoars to ha»o ui.tde it a {le'rsoiial request of X’^’entworth, tnat he 
should lairy hiinseJf * with all duty and respect to her nmjosty.” (vol. ii. 
p. Cod ) 

See vol. ii. pp. IPI, 1110. ar, 324 
* ^itiadbrcl Papers, vol. ii. p. dl4. 
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Nor (lid Went^t^orth serve Cliarles at this conjunc- 
ture with advice alone, for, by his amazing personal 
energy, he forced down some opening commotions among 
the (iOjOOO Scottish settlers in Ulster, and not only 
disabled them from assisting their country, 

men, but comnelled them toalljure the covenant.' Nor 
this alone, lie forwarded from Ireland a detachment 
of troops to garrison Carlisle ; lie announced that the 
army of Ireland was in a slate l^f active recruiting and 
discipline ; he offered large contributions from himself 
and his friends towards the necessary expenses of re- 
sistance ; and by every faith of loyalty, and bond of 
friendship and of service, he called cm every man in 
Yorkshire to stir tlu‘msolves in the royal cause. “ To 
be lazy lookers on/" he wrote ^o the lord Lortie, “ to 
lean to the king behind the curtain, or to whisper forth 
only our allegiance, wilf not serve our turn ^ much 
ratluT ought w(» to break our shins in emulation who 
should go soonest and furthest, in assurance and in 
eonrago, to iipluild the ])rerogatives and full dominion 
of the crown, — ever remembering on rsclvi^s that nobility 
is such a grudged and envied jiiece of monarchy, that 
all tumultuary force offered to kings doth ever in the 
second jdace fall upon the peers, being such motes in 
the eyes of a giddy multitude, as they neM*r htdievc 
themselves clear sighted into their liberty indeed, till 
these be at least levelled to a parity as the other alto- 
gether removed, to gi\e better i)rospect to their an- 
archy."’- • 

The sluggish and irresolute councils of England 
looked ill beside the movements of the de|)iUy. The 
king asked a service from him, but the instructions 
came too late. ‘Mf his majesty’s mind liad been 
known to me in time,” he wrote to Vane, the treasurer 
of the household, I could have as easily secured it 
against all the covenanters and devils in Scotland, as 
now walk up and down this chamber^ Hut where trusts 

• Str.ifTonl Tapers, vol. ii. pp 270. 3JS. .545. 

a Ibjcl p. 210. 
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and instructions come too late^ there the business is sure 
to be lost.” Openly he now expressed his censure of 
the royal scheme that had prevailed since the death of 
Buckingham. 1 never was in love with that way of 
keeping all the affairs of that Jcingdom of Scotland 
among those of that nai'on^ but carried indeed as a 
mystery to all council of England ; a rule but over 
much kept by our master ; which I have told my lord 
of Portland many and tften a time^ plainly professing 
unto him^ that 1 was much afraid that course would at 
one time or other bring forth ill effects ; what those are, 
we now see and feel at one and the same instant.” 
Finally, when Vane had written in an extremely des- 
ponding tone, he rallied him with a noble energy. It 
is very true you have reason to think this storm looks 
very foul and dark towards us, so do also myself, for 
if the tire should kindle at Uahy, I am sure the smoke 
would give offence to our eye-sight at Woodhousc ! but 
1 trust tlic evening will prove more calm than the 
morning of this day promises. Dnlrius larnvn mlis 
em*. mlvt jam jam cadetitin. All here is quiet, nothing 
colours yet to the central y. And if I may have the 
countenance and trust of my master, I hope, in the exe- 
cution of such commands as his majesty's wisdom and 
judgment ordain for me, to contain the Scottish here in 
their due obedience, or if they should stir (our 8000 
arms and twenty pieces of cannon arrived, which 1 
trust now will be very shortly) to give them such a heat 
in their clo^aths, as they never had since their coming 
forin of Scotland ! And yet our standing army here is 
but 1000 horse and 2000 foot, and not fewer of them 
1 will warrant you than 150,000, so you see our work 
is not very easy. The best of it is, the brawn of a lark 
is better than the carcass of a kite, and the virtue of 
one loyal subject more than of 1000 traitors. And is 
not this pretty well, trow you, to begin with.?"^ 

* This letter is dated-J Fairwood Park [the name of his seat in Wicklow], 
this Ji>th of April, liiJM 1 will ciuiige it with you, if you will, for Fair 
Lane.’* — Papers, voL li. pp. o25— 0 .J 8 . 
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No extremity ^as urged thaf found Wentworth un- 
prepared. Windebanke hinted the danger he incurred. 

1 humbly thank you,” he answered, for your 
friendly and kind wishes to my safety, but if it be the 
will of (rod to briiift upon us for our sins that fiery 
trial, — all the respects of thisilife laid aside, it shall ap- 
pear more by*my actions than words, ^Jiat I can never 
think myself too good to die for iny gracious master, or 
favour iny skin in the zealous %nd just prosecution of 
his commands. Stntutnm est ttnnvV* Another — whom 
he fancied not unwilling to thwart him, reckoning upon 
safety from the conscvjuences in the lord deputy’s certain 
destruction — he thus warned : — IVrehaiice even to those 
that shall tell you, before their breath I am but as a feather, 
1 shall he found sadder than h^ui ! For let mc»tell you, 
1 am so confidently set U}ion the justice of my master, 
and upon my own truth, Ss under them anddod I shall 
pass thorough all the factious of court, and heat of my 
ill-willers, without so much as sindging the least thresid 
of my coat, ner so alone, but to carry iny friends along 
with me. " And, in the midst of the storms his me!i- 
aures were raising on all sides round him, he found time 
and ease enough to amuse, himself in tormenting with 
grave jests a foolisJi carl of Antrim, wdiom the king had 
sent to assist " him. 'J'he desiiatches he wrote on 
the subject of the Antrim negoeiations” are positive 
masterpieces of wit and humour.^ At the same time 
he did not hesitate to a.ssure the king, that, but for the 
safety of Ireland, he would “ be most mightily out of 
countenance, to be found in any other place than at his 
majesty's side ! ” 

(/liarles acknowledged tlicse vast services with frequent 
letters. A\"entworth was now his great hope, and lie 
found, at last, that at all risks he must have him in 

' > .See the Srraff'ord P<t|jers, vol ii. pp J«7. HJt. i!HD rt seq. 'MKet 
seq S'Jl ft M'q. .vn. J!4. ijO. -ii}. .'Jati. It ifi not trx) niiieli to (».iv, that, 
ill readinj? ttn'sc papers, the ineinorv it r.illed to the .Swifu of )Mist days, 
and the Koiiblanqucs nt our own. 'I'he piKir pretensionti are must 

ludiiTouKly set forth, and in a vein tif exquisite pleasantry, lint little con- 
Mstent with the iKipuiar notion of SlraflbTd*ii unbeiidiiig iternnest. 
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England. He had formerly declined his offered attend, 
ance, he now prayed for it. He'Vvished, he said, to 
consult him respecting the army, but I have much 
more,” he sorrowfully added, and indeed too much to 
desire your counsel and attendance 'for some time, which 
I think not fit to express‘d by letter, more than this, — 
the Scots’ covenant begins to spread too far. Yet, for 
all this, I will not have you take notice that I have sent 
for you, hut pretend some other occasion of business.” 

AYentwortli instantly prepared himself lo obey. A 
short time ‘only he took, to place his government in the 
hands of Wandesford, and to arrange some of his do- 
mestic concerns. ITis children were his groat care. 
“ (Jod hlcss the young whelps,” he said, and for the 
old dog ’’there is less mrtter.” ^ Lady C’larc, his mo- 
ther-in-law, had often requested to have the elder girl 
with her, and Wentworth had as often vainly tried to 
lot her leave his side. His passion was to see them 
all near him in a group together, as they may yet be 
seen in the undying colours of Vandyke, from whose 
canvass, also, as though it had been painted yesterday, 
the sternly t'xpvessive countenance of their father still 
gazx's at ]>osterity. The present was a time, however, 
when the sad alternative of a separation from himself 
promised him alleviation even, and he resolved to send 
both sisters to their grandmother. The letter he des- 
patched on the occasion to the Lady Clare remains, and it 
is too touching and beautiful to be omitted hero, A man 
so hurthenetl with the world's accusations as Strafford, 
shoiidd be denierl none of the advantage wdiich such a 
document can render to his memory. It is unnecessary 
to direct attention to its singularly characteristic con- 
clusion : — 

“ My lord of Clare having WTit unto me, your lady- 

' Soy A Jintnis letters in the course of his rorrespontleoec, lu which the 
most teiiiler enthusuisin is exprcsscMl for them and for their dead mother. 
t\ol. 1 . ]) i'dii. ; vol li. jip. lEi I4ti 371). .>S(K) Nor was his atreetioii 
less warmly ex))res8cd Vf the child ot his living wnfe In several affec- 
tionate letters to the latter he, never fails to send his hlossing to “ the 
haliy,” or to “ little Tom.” Shortly before this visit to England, however, 
the latter died,— and shortly after it, a girl was burn. 
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ship desired to Rave my dauglfter Anne with you for a 
time in England, tOi recover her health, I have at last 
been able to yield so much from my own comfort, as to 
send both her and her sister to wait your grave, wise, 
and tender instructicyis. They arc both, I praise (Jod, 
in good health, and bring wiih them hence from me no 
other advice, *but entirely and cheerfully to obey and do 
all you shall be pleased to command them, so far forth 
as their years and aindorstandftig may administer unto 
them. 

'' I was unwilling to part them, in regard those that 
must he a stay one to atiuther, when by course of nature 
1 arn gone before them. 1 would not have them grow 
strangers whilst I am living, liesides, the younger 
gladly imitates the 4*lder, in dijgiosition so likelwr blessed 
mother, that it pleases me very iniicli to see her steps 
followed and observed h^ the otluT. 

Madam, I must confess, it was not without difficulty 
before I could perswade myself thus to be deprived the 
looking upon them, who with their brother are the 
])ledges of all the comfort, the greatest at least, of my 
olil age, if it shall please (iod 1 attain thereunto, liut 
1 liave been brought up in afflictions of tliis kind, so as 
I still fear to have that taken first that is dearest unto 
me, — and have in this been content willingly to over- 
come my own affections in order to their good, aeknow- 
ledging your ladyship capable of doing them more good 
in their breeding ^liaii I am. Otheiways, in truth, 1 
should never have parted with them, as J profess it a 
grief unto me, not to be as well able as any to serft* the 
memory of that noble lady, in these little harmless in- 
fants. 

“ Well, to Clod’s blessing and your ladyship's good- 
ness I commit them ! where-ever they are iny prayers 
shall attend them, and have of sorrow in my heart till 
1 see them again 1 must, which I trust will nut be long 
neither. That they shall be acceptable to you, J know it 
right well, and I believe them so f^aciously minded to 
render themselves so the more, tlie more you see of 
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their attention to do as ^you shall be pleased to direct 
them, which will be of much contentment unto me. 
For whatever your ladyship’s opinion may be of me, I 
desire, and have given it them in charge (so far as their 
tender years are capable of ), to honpur and observe your 
ladyship above all the women in the world, as well 
knowing tliat ii|^ so doing they shall fulfil that duty, 
whereby of all others they could have delighted their 
mother the most ; — and 1 do infinitely wish they may 
want nothing in their breeding my power of cost might 
procure them, or their condition of life hereafter may re- 
quire, for, madam, if I die to-morrow, I will by Clod’s 
help leave them ten thousand pounds apiece, which I 
trust, by Clod’s blessing, shall bestow them to the com- 
fort of tlkcmsclves and f^jends, nor at all considerably 
prejudice their brother, whose estate shall never be 
much burtheued by a second venter, 1 assure you. 

“ 1 thought fit to send with them one that teacheth 
them to write ; he is a quiet soft man, hut honest, and 
not given to any disorder ; him I have appointed to ac- 
count for the money to be laid forth, wherein he hath 
no otlier direction but to pay and lay forth as your 
ladyship shall appoint, and still as he wants, to go to 
Woodhouse, where my cousin llockley will sui)ply him. 
And I must humbly beseech you to give order to their 
servants, and otherwise to the taylors at J^ondon, for 
their apparel, which 1 wholly submit to your ladyship's 
better judgment, and be it what it may be, 1 shall think 
it all happily bestowed, so as it be to your contentment 
and fiieirs, for cost 1 reckon not of, and any thing I 
liave is theirs so long as I live, which is only worth 
thanks, for theirs and their brothers all 1 have must be 
whether 1 will or no, and therefore 1 desire to let them 
have to acknowledge me for before. 

Nan, they tell me, danceth prettily, which I wish 
(if with convenience it might be) were not lost, — more 
to give her a comely grace in the carriage of her body, 
than that I wish they should much delight or practise 
it when they are women. Arabella is a small practi- 
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tioner that way also, and they afre both very apt to learn 
that or any thinp; they are taught. 

Nan, I think, speaks French prettily, which yet I 
might have been better able to judge had lier mother 
lived. The other aj^o speaks, but her maid being of 
Guernsey, the accent is not gtod. Hut your ladyship is 
in this excellent, as that, as indeed all tj^ings else which 
may befit them, they may, and I hope will, learn better 
with your ladyship than they CiA with their poor father, 
ignorant in what belongs women, and otherways, God 
knows, distracted, and so awanting unto them in all, 
saving in loving them, and therein, in truth, 1 shall 
never be less than the dearest parent in the world I 

Their brother is just now sitting at my elbow, in 
good health, God be praised ; and 1 am in the^iest sort 
accommodating this place for him, which, in the kind, 

I Uike to he the noblest dkic of them in the king's do- 
minions, and wdiere a grass time may lx* passed with 
most pleasure of that kind. I will build him a good 
house, and by God’s help, leave, 1 think, near three 
thousand pounds a year, ,md wood on the ground, as 
much, I dare say, if near London, as w*ould yield fifty 
thousand pounds, besides a house within twelve miles of 
Dublin, the best in Ireland, and land to it w'hich, 1 hope, 
will be two thousand pounds a year, — all which he shall 
have to the rest, had I twenty brothers of Ins to sitt be- 
side me. This I write not to your ladyship in vanity, 
or to have it spoken of, but privately, to let your lady- 
ship see 1 do not forget the chihlren of my clearest wife, 
nor altogether bestow' my time fruitlessly for them.* It 
is true I am in debt, but there wdll be, bc-sides, suffi- 
cient to discharge all I owe, by God’s grace, whether 1 
live or die. And next to these cljildren, there are not 
any other ])crsons I wish more happiness than to the 
house of their graniifather, and shall be always most 
ready to serve them, what opinion soever he had of me,' 
for no others usage can absolve me of what I owe not- 
only to the memory, but to the last* legacy, that noble' 
creature left with me, when God took lier to fiimself.' 
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1 am afraid to turn oVer the leaf, le^t your ladyship 
might think I could never come tp a conclusion ; and 
shall, therefore,’* i^c. 

He had arranged everything for his departure, when 
one of his paroxysms of illness sei^d him. He wrestled 
with it desperately, and sqf; sail. On landing at Ches- 
ter he wrote to^ lady Wentworth a sad description of 
the effects of the journey upon his gout, and the flux,*’ 
which afflicted him. Ih. rallied, however, and appeared 
in Loinlon in November, l6’3f). In a memorable pas- 
sage, the historian May has described the general con- 
versation and conjecture which had prepared for his 
approach. Some, he says, remembering his early ex- 
ertions in the cause of tlie people, fondly imagined that 
he had hitherto been si^servient to the court, only to 
ingratiate liimseif thoroughly with the king, and that he 
would now em[)loy his ascendkiicy to wean his majesty 
from arbitrary counsels. Others, who knew his character 
more profoundly, had different thoughts, ami secretly 
cherished their own most active energies. 

Wentworth, Laud, ami Hamilton, instantly formed a 
secret council— a “cabinet council,” as they were then 
enviously named by the other courtiers— a junto,” as 
the jwople reproachfully called them. The nature of 
the measures to be taken against the Scots was variously 
and earnestly discussed, and Wentworth, considering 
the extremity of affairs, declared at once for \var. 

Supplies to carry it on formed a more difficult ques- 
tion still, bi\t it sank before Wentworth’s energy. He 
proifosed a loan, — subscribed to it at once, by w^ay of 
example, the enormous sum of 20,000/., — and pledged 
himself to bring over a large subsidy from Ireland if 
the king would call a parliament there. Kneouraged 
by this assurance, it was resolved to call a parliament 
in England also. Laud, Juxon, Hamilton, VVentworth, 
Cottington, Vane, and Windebanke, were all present in 
council when this resolution was taken. The king then 
put the question td them whether, upon the restiveness 
of parliament, they would assist him “ by extraordinary 
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ways.** They assented, pass(:||l a vote to that effect, 
writs for parliaments in both countries were issued^ and 
Wentworth prepared himself to quit England. 

Charles, unsolicited, now invested him with the dig- 
nity of earldom. His own very existence seemed de- 
])endent on >Ventw?)rth*s Jpith, and there was suf- 
ficient weakness in the character of tlic king to render 
it possible for him to suppose that, eveif at such a time, 
the inducement of reward migl^t be necessary as a pre- 
caution. The lord deputy was created earl of Stradurd 
and baron oi‘ llaby, adorned with the gaiter, and in- 
vested with the title of lord-lieutenant, or lieiitenant- 
geiu'ral, of Ireland — a title which had not been given 
since the days of Essex. “Hod willitig,’* wroto Straf- 
ford to his wife immediately after, “you will .soon see 
the lieutenant of Ireland, but i#ver like to have a deputy 
of Ireland to your liusbaml any more.*** 

On his way to Ireland, the earl was overtaken, at 
Beaumaris, by a severe attack of gout, yet, still able to 
move, he hurried on board, notwithstanding tin* contrary 
winds, lest he should be thrown ilown utterly. He 
wrote at tlie same time to secretary Cooke, in the highest 
spirits, to assure him and his master that they neeil not 
fear for his weakness. For,’* exclaims the lord-lieu- 
tenant, “ 1 will make strange shift, and put myself to 
all the pain I shall be able to endure, before I he any 
where awanting to my master or his affairs in this con- 
juncture, and, therefore, •souml or lame, you siiull have 
me with you before the iK^ginning of the parliament. I 
should not fail, though sm John Eliot were living ^ In 
the mean space, for love of (Jirist, call upon and hasten 
the business now in hand, especially the raising of the 
horse and all together, the ratlier, for that this v/ork 
now before us, should it miscarry, we all are like to be 

> Lfttrr III the Thoresby Museum, Binj? Hrit. vol. vii. Sfime 

day» before he hail ^%rittc'ii to her ehararteriAtic itewt o( Tiih children, 
“The two wenches,” he ^ald, “ are m fierfect health, mid now at tins in- 
stant III this house, Iodised with me, and r.itlicr desiroun to be so than 
with their j'r.indinother. 1 am not \ei fully nanlvni wh.il to do with 
them.” They were afterwards bent back to lady Clare, till the lady Strattbrd 
arrived in London. 
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very miserable, — but, ca^'ried through advisedly and gal. 
lantly, shall by (iod’s blessing sot xjfi in safety and peace 
for our lives at after, nay, in probability, the generations 
that are to succeetl us. Fi a faute de courage, jc nm 
age qne trop ! What might I be with my legs, that am 
so bravo without the use pf them ? W ell, halt, blind, 
or lame, I will be found true to the person of my 
gracious master, to the service of his crown and my 
friends.” Strange that^ at such a moment, lord Straf- 
ford should have recalled the memory of the virtuous 
and indomitable Eliot! He was soon doomed to know 
on whose shoulders the mantle of Buckingham’s great 
opponent llbd fallen. 

In March, 1640, StrafFonl again arrived in Ireland. 
The rneMibers of the parliament that had just been 
summoned, crowded roiind him with lavish devotion, 
gave him four subsidies, wh’:eh was alt that he had 
desired, and declared that that was nothing in respect 
to their zeal, for that his majesty should have the fee 
sim])lc of their estates for his great occasions.” In a 
forma] declaration, moreover, they embodied all this, 
declared that their present warm h)yalty rose from a 
deep sense of the inestimable benefits the lord-lieutenant 
had conferred upon their country, and that all tliese 
benefits had been effected “ without the least hurt or 
grievance to any well-disposed subject.” * The authors 
of tliis declaration were the first to turn uj)on Strafford 
in his distress. Valuing their praise for its worth in 
the way of example, the earl forw'ardcd it to England, 
and'Yequested it to be published to the empire. 

He had now been a fortnight in Ireland. Within 
that time, with a diligenee unparalleled and almost in- 
credible, he had effected these results with the parlia- 
ment, and levied a body of 8000 men as a reinforcement 
to the royal army.- He again set sail for England. 

1 pause here to illustrate the character of tliis extra- 
ordinary person iu one respect, which circumstances are 

I 

' Seo StrjifTont Papers, vol. ii. pp. 396, 397, Rushwortb, voL iii. p 1051. 
Nalson, v(»l i. p ViSO— 2S4. 

Set* HadcliHe's lilstiay. 
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soon to make essential. His iflfirmities of health have 
frequently been alliiiled to, but they come now upon the 
scene more fatally. No one, that has not carefully ex- 
amined all his despatches, can have any notion of their 
frightful nature and pxtent. 

The soul of the carl of Strerfford was indeed lodged, to 
use the expression of his favourite Donn^, within a low 
and fatal room.'' We have already seen his friend, Rad- 
cliffe, informing us, that in 16^2 '^he had a great fever, 
and the next spring a double tertian, and after his re- 
covery a relapse into a single tertian, and a while after 
a burning fever.” It is melancholy to follow the pro- 
gress of his infirmities as they are casually recorded by 
himsself ! — How the trouble of ^^an humour, which in 
strict acceptation you might Jerm the gout , ”*8000 in- 
creases to ''an extreme fit, which renders him unfit, 
not only for business, bht for all handsome civility,’’ 
and is aggravated by " so violent a fit of the stone, as I 
shall not be able to stir these ten days — it hath brought 
me very low, -.nd was unto me a torment for three days 
and three nights above all I ever endured since 1 was 
a man ! ” — How tho eyes that are *' these twelve days 
full of dimness,” ere long are " scarce able to guide his 
pen thorough blindness with long writing;” — and this, 
too, while “an infirmity 1 have formerly had in great 
measure, salutetli me, to wit, an intermitting pulse, at. 
tended with faint sweats and heaviness of spirits !” 

But ever by the side of the boily's weakness we find 
a witness of the spirit's triumph, — a vindication of the 
mightiness of will ! A lengthened despatch to* the 
secretary is begun in a fit of the gout which, keeping 
me still in bed, partly with pain and partly with weari 
ness, makes me unfit for much business.” — When 
intreats a correspondent to " to pardon my scribbling . 
for since the gout took me 1 am not able to write but 
with both my legs along upon a stool, believe me, which 
is not only wearisome in itself, but a posture very un- 
toward for guiding my pen aright,^ — it is with the 
consolation that '' as sir Walter Raleigh said very well, 

VOL. li. B B 
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SO the heart lie right^^it skills not Inuch for all the 
rest." — And the advice to forbear his night watches^ 
and now begin to take more care of his health/' is met by 
the assurance that, “ had he fivescore senses to lose, he 
did and ought to judge them all, well and happily be- 
stowed in his majesty’s sef'vice J " 

On the occasion of this last return to England, how- 
ever, even what has been described would serve little to 
express what he sufiefed. Then, when every energy 
was to be taxed to the uttermost, the question of his 
fiery spirit’s supremacy was indeed put to the issue, 
by a complication of ghastly diseases ! In the letter 
from Dublin, dated Good Friday, lf)40, which a<^sures 
the king that from this table I shall go on ship 
board,” lie is compelled fo add that, besides my gout, 
I have a very violent and ill-conditioned flux upon me, 
such as 1 never had before. ‘‘It hath held me already 
these seven days, and hrotight me so weak, as in good 
faith nothing that could concern myself should make 
me go a mile forth of my chamber. thi^f is not a 

season for Itemoamnfj of mysdf, for I shall chrerfully 
venture this crazed vessel of mme, and either^ by God*s 
help, wait iqton your majesty before the parliament begin, 
— or else deposit this mjirm humanity of mine in the 
dust ! ” And from the table,” on ship board," he 
went accordingly, and arrived at Chester on the 4th 
of April, quite broken down by the fatigues of a rough 
voyage. I confess," he writes, that I forced tho 
captain to s'^a against his will, and have since received 
my correction for it. A marvellous foul and danger, 
ous night, indeed, we have had of it ! " In tliis .state 
he despatches the following letter to the king : — May 
it please your sacred majesty, — AVith some danger I 
wrought thorough a storm at sea, yet light on a greater 
misfortune here in harbour, having now got the gout 
in both my feet, attended with that ill habit of health I 
brought firom Dublin. I purposed to have been on my 
way again early tills morning, but the physician disad- 
viseth it ; and in truth such is my pain and weakness. 
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as I verily believe I were •not able to endure it. 
Nevertheless^ 1 have provided myself of a litter, and 
will try to-morrow how I am able to bear travel, which 
if possible I can do, then by the grace of God will 1 
not rest till 1 hav^ the honour to wait upon your 
majesty. In the mean tiilv it is most grievous unto 
me to be thus kept from those duties t^iich 1 owe your 
majesty’s service on this great and iniportant occasion. 
In truth, sir, in my whole lift i never desired health 
more than now, if it sliall so please God, — not that I 
can be so vain as to judge myself equally considerable 
with many other of your servants, but that 1 might 
give my own heart the contentment to be near your 
commands, in case 1 might be so ha]>py as to be of 
some small use to my most gjacious master hi such a 
conjuncture of time and adairs as this is. God long 
preserve your majesty." * 

Next, he dictates a long despatch to the carl of Nor- 
thumberland, and attempts, at least, to conclude it with 
his own hami : — and yet howbeit, 1 am much re- 
solved and set on all occasions for your service, will 
my weary hand be able to carry on my pen not one 
line further, than only in a word to write myself, in all 
truth and perfection, your lordship’s most humbly to be 
commanded, Stiiaffohi>.’* 

I quote also from this despatch to Northumberland 
an extraordinary incident which occurred on this oc- 
casion, and which illustrates his unremitting vigilance 
in matters which he could hardly have beea expected to 
superintend even under far more favourable circum. 
stances. Upon my landing at Nesson I observed a Scot- 
tish ship there riding upon her anchors, of some six or 
sevenscore ton, and of some eight or ten pieces of ord- 
nance, and here in town I learn that the shi p belongs 
to Irwin, that she was frat hi by some merchants here 
with sacks, and that the n. ^ter now in town, is this 
morning to receive some 600/. for flight Hereupon, 
iConsidering the day for the general imbargo is so in- 
stant, as your lordship knows, 1 have privately advised 
u u 2 
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the merchants to stay payment of the"^ freight until to- 
morrow, and will give present dircction for the appre- 
hension of the master and his mate, now in town. I have 
also spoken to the customers to send down to Nesson to 
arrest the said ship upon pretence of cozening the king in 
his customs, for which tbV: master is to be examined, 
and, however, ^the ship to be fraught for the king's 
service for the transportation of these men. 1 have 
likewise given commanU to captain Bartlett presently 
to repair thither, to be assistant therein to the officers 
of the customs, and before his leaving the port to see 
execution of all this, as also to take forth of her, all 
her Scottish mariners, her sails and guns, and to bring 
them on shore, leaving only aboard such English ma- 
riners si^ shall be sufficient to send the ship there, till 
further directions. Thus will she lye fair and open for 
your arrest, and perchance *prove your best prize of 
that kind, and really being manned with English 
mariners, which may be pressed for that occasion, be 
of all other the fittest vessel for the transportation of 
your men and ammunition to Dunbarton. If 1 have 
been over diligent herein, in doing more than (I confess) 
I have commission for, i humbly crave your lordship's 
pardon, and hope the rather to obtain it, in regard 
it is a fault easily mended, — for my honest blue-cap 
will be hereby so affrighted, as the delivery back unto 
him of his freight, goods and ship, will sufficiently 
fulfil his desires and contentment." 

A letter written the following day to Windebanke is 
most eminently characteristic : — thank you," he 
says, for your good wishes, that I might 1^ free of 
the gout ; but a deaf spirit 1 find it, that will neither 
hear nor be persuaded to reason. My pain, I thank 
God, is gone, yet 1 am not able to walk once about the 
chamber, such a weakness hath it left behind. Never- 
theless my obstinacy is as great as formerly, for it shall 
have much more to do before it make me leave my 
station in these uncertain times. Of all thing* I love 
not to put off my cloaths and go to bed in a etorm^ The 
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lieutenant/’ he proceeds^ thaA made the false muster^ 
cannot be too sevewly punished. If you purpose to 
overcome that evil, you must fall upon the first trans^ 
gressors like lightning ! 

Beside such zealoysness as Strafford's, the devotion 
of others was like to come terdily off. The letter to 
Windebanke proceeds : — The proxjps of the Irish 
nobility 1 have received and transmitted over. I cannot 
but observe how cautious still* your great friend, my 
lord of St. Alban's, is, lest he might seem to express his 
affections towards the king with too much frankness 
and confidence. Lord ! how willing he is, by doing 
something, as good as nothing, to let you see how well 
contented he “would be to disserve the crown, if it were 
in his power, as indeed it i^ not. But 4f his good 
lordship and his fellows were left to my handling, 1 
should quickly teach theiK better duties, and put them 
out of liking with these perverse froward humours. 
But the best is, by the good help of his friends, he need 
not apprehend the short horns of such a curst cow as 
myself, — yet this I will say for him, all your kindness 
shall not better his affections to the service of the crown, 
or render him thankful to yourselves longer than his 
turn is in serving. Remember, sir, that I told you of 
it. The lord Roch is a person in a lesser volume, of 
the very self-same edition. Poor soul, you see what he 
would be at, if he knew how. But seriously let me 
ask you a question, What would these and such like 
gentlemen do, were they absolute in thenq^clves, when 
they are thus forward at that very instant of time, vTlicn 
their whole estates are justly and fairly in the king’s 
mercy } In a word, ’till 1 see punishments and re. 
wards well and roundly applied, I fear very much the 
frowardness of this generation will not be reduced to 
moderation and right reason, but that it shall extreamly 
much difficult his majesty's ministers, nay, and himself 
too, in the pursuit of his just and rojal designs.” 

Mr. firodie has accused Strafford's despatches of 
heaviness, and certainly every word in them has its 
B B 3 



374 


BRITISH STATESMEN. 


weight. This extraordhiary letter concludes thus : — 
It troubles me very much to understatid by these your 
letters, that the deputy lieutenants of Yorkshire should 
shew themselves so foolish and so ingrate as to refuse 
to levy 200 men and send them to Berwick,, without a 
caution of reimbursement of eoat and conductmoney. 
As I’or the preceilent they alleilge, they well term them 
to be indeed of former times, for sure 1 am none of 
them can remember any' such thing of their own know- 
ledge, or have learnt any such thing by their own practice. 
What they find in some blind book of their fathers kept 
by his clerk, I know not, but some such poor business 
is the best proof 1 believe they can shew for that alle- 
gation. Perchance queen Elizabeth now and then did 
some such thing; hut thcgU it ought to be taken as matter 
of bounty, not of duty, the law being so clear and plain 
in that point, as you know. fTpon my coming to town 
I will inform myself who have been the chief leaders in 
this business, and thereupon give my gentlemen some- 
thing to remember it by hereafter. But, above all, 1 
cannot sufficiently wonder that my lords at the board 
should think of any other satisfaction than sending for 
them up, and laying them by the heels, especially con- 
sidering what hath been already resolved on there 
amongst us. What, I beseech you, should become of 
the levy of your 30,000 men, in case the other counties 
of the kingdom should return you the like answer ? 
And therefore this insolence of theirs ought, in my poor 
opinion, to have been suffocated in the birth, and this 
boldness met with a courage, which should have taught 
them their part in these cases to have be&n obedience, 
and not dispute. Certain 1 am, that in queen Eliza- 
beth's time (those golden times that appear so glorious 
in their eyes, and render them dazzled towards any 
other object), they would not have had such an expos- 
tulation better cheap than the fleet. The very plain 
truth is, and I beseech you that it may humbly on my 
part be represented to his majesty in discharge of my 
own duty, that the council-board of late years have 
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gone with so tender a foot in ^lose businesses of lieu- 
tenancy, that it hath^hnost lost that power to the crown; 
anti yet such a power it is, and so necessary, as 1 do 
not know how we should be able cither to correct a 
rebellion at home, or to defend ourselves from an in- 
vasion from abroad, without All which, nevertheless, 
I mention with all humility in the world, without the 
least imputation to any particular persoX living or dead, 
and humbly beseech his majeaty to cause the reins of 
this piece of his government to be strongly gathered up 
again, which have of late hung too long loose upon us 
his lieutenants and deputy lieutenants within the king- 
dom.” 

Notwithstanding his desperate state, Strafford caused 
himself to be pushed on to Jjomlori. A desijre of the 
king that he should not hazard the journey, reached 
him already engaged ii/ it.‘ lie persisted in being 
transjiorted thither in a litter by easy journeys. In 
London a greater and final occasion was yet to be af. 
forded him, f yr the display of an indomitable nature 
triiimplKiiitly baffling disease and decay, and still, with 
the increasing and imperious urgency of the need, tow- 
ered ever ])roudlier the inexhaustible genius of Strafford. 

The parliament had met, and the earl immediately 
took his seat in the house of lords. Their proceed- 
ings, and their abrupt dissolution, belong to history. 
After that fatal state error, an army, to the command 
of vhich Northumberland had been appointed, was 
marched against the Scots. Severe illness, however, 
held Northumberland to his bed, and the Cing resiflved 
to appoint Strafford in his place. The earl of Straf- 
ford,*' observes Clarendon, ** was scarce recovered from 

^ !t is worth quoting as almost the only expression of care anil sympatiiy 
Charles had hitherto given to his minister. “ Having seen divers letters, 
StrafTord, to my lord of Canterbury, (uinccrniBg the state of your health at 
this tune. 1 thought it nocessarv by this to command you, not to harurd to 
travel before ye may dS it with the safety of your health, and in this 1 
must require you not to be your own judge, but be content to follow the 
advice of those that are almut you, whose afibetions and skill ye shall have 
uccaiion to trust unto. If I did not know that ihiacareof your health were 
necessary for us both at this time, 1 would have aeferred tny thanks to you 
for )our great service lately done, until I might have seen you. So praying 
to God for your speedy recovery, 1 rest your assured friend.” 

B B 4 
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a great sickness^ yet wa^, willing to unuertake the charge 
out of pure indignation to see how few men were for- 
ward to serve the king with that vigour of mind they 
ought to do ; but knowing well the malicious designs 
which were contrived against himself^ he would rather 
serve as lieutenant- gener(^ under the earl of North* 
umberland, than that he should resign his commission : 
and so^ with and under that qualification^ he made all 
possible haste towards the north before he had strength 
enough for the journey.” ^ The same noble historian, 
after saying that Strafford could with difficulty, in con- 
sequence of illness, sit in his saddle, describes th*' shock 
he experienced in receiving intelligence of the disgrace- 
ful flight of a portion of the king*s troops atNcwbournc 
on the Tyne, and proceeds thus : — '' In this posture 
the earl of Strafford found the army alwut Durham, 
bringing with him a body much broken with his kte 
sickness, which was not clearly shaken ofl^ and a mind 
and temper confessing the dregs of it, which, being 
marvellously provoked and inflamed with indignation 
at the late dishonour, rendered him less gracious, that 
is, loss inclined to make himself so, to the officers U}ion 
his first entrance into his charge : it may he, in that 
mass of disorder not quickly discerning to whom kind- 
ness and respect was justly due. But those who by 
th* time no doubt were retained for that purpose, took 
that opportunity to incense the army against him, and 
so far prevailed in it, that in a short time it was more 
inflamed against him than against the enemy.” ^ In 
this melanclfioly state, with a disgraced and mutinous 
force, Strafford fell back upon York. 

From this moment he sank daily. Intrigues of the 
most disgraceful character, carried on by Holland, Ha- 
milton, and Vane, and assisted every way by the queen, 
united with his sickness to break him down. Still 
he was making desperate efforts to strengthen and ani- 
mate his army, when suddenly he found that a treaty 
with the Scots hikl actually commenced, and that his 
» History, wL i. p. 114" 2 Vd. i. p. llfi. . 
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especial enemy, Urd Savile, wasiactively employed to for- 
ward it. Ultimately, these negotiations were placed in 
the hands of sixteen peers, every one of wliom were 
his personal opponents. And the crowing enemy was 
behind, — “ an enemy^” as lord Clarendon observes, “more 
terrible tlian all the others, and like to be more fatal, 
i/ie whole. Scoithh iiatioTt, provoked by t]je declaration he 
had procured of Ireland, and some high carriage and 
expressions of his against them that kingdom.” * They 
illustrated this eminent hatred, by peremptorily refus- 
ing, in tlie midst of much profession of attachment to 
the king and the English nation, to hold any conferences 
at York, because it wavS within the jurisdiction of him 
whom they calleil that chief incendiary,” their mor- 
tal foe,” the lord-lioiitenant oi^Ireland. • 

In this there was exaggeration. Notwithstanding 
the assertions of nearly •all the histories, that Straf- 
ford's continual counsel to Charles was to rely on arms 
alone, it is quite certain, from the minutes of the 
council of ])^er.s at York”, that this is erroneous. 
M'hen he sent the commission to Ormond to bring over 
his own army of 20,000 men from Ireland, the nego- 
tiations had not been resumed, and, on the resumption of 
them, that commission was withdrawn. Now, however, 
thwarted and exasperated on all sides, he resolved to 
furnish one more proof (it was destined to be the last ! ) 
of the po.s.sibility of recovering the royal authority, by a 
great and vigorous exertion. During the negotiations 
no actual cessation of arms had been agreed to by the 
Scots, and he therefore secretly despatched a pari^ of 

‘ 'Fhe hatred was, ind<! tual. StraHi^rd more than once, in his 
deapatrhes, shows that ho e« iked, ami was dispOhed to turn into ridi- 

eule, tiieir mo<ie of >pce<*h. Aiiuding to a Scotchman, for insfance, a Mr. 
Barre, whom he supfiO'icd to have been favoured by the court intriguers 
against him, he writer from Ireland thus: — “ Then on that side he pro. 
cures, by some very near his majesty, ac'cess to tlic king, there whispering 
continually something or anotlier to iny prejudice ; boastn familiarly, how 
freely he speaks with ins majesty, what he saith concerning me, and 
nou'ant p/eese i/0ur mejattif eav$erde mate anent your debylyttf YrlatuL 
with many such like botadocs, stuS'ed with a mighty deal of untruths and 
follies amongst." And see Hu^hworth, vol. hi. 

Printed in the Hurdwicke iitatc Papers. Ana see a very able and Inv. 
partial view of Straflbrd’s conduct and character, in the History continued 
from Mackintosh. 
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horse, under a favourite 'officer, to attadk them in their 
quarters. A large body of the encny were defeateil by 
tills manoeuvre, all their officers taken prisoners, the army 
inspirited, ami the spirits of Strafford himself restored. 
Again he spoke confidently of the future, when suddenly 
the king, prevailed on by others, commanded him to*for- 
bear. In the same moment, without any previous warn- 
ing, he was told that a parliament was summoned. 

Strafford saw at once ?hc extent of his danger. He 
had thrown his last stake and lost it. 'He prayed of 
the king to he allowed to retire to his government in 
Ireland, or to some other place, where he might jiromote 
his majesty’s service, and not deliver himself into the 
hands of his enrageil enemies, (’harles refused. He still 
reposed On the enormous value of his minister’s genius, 
and considered that no sacriffee too great might he in- 
curred, for the chance of its rffcrvice to himself in the 
coming struggle. At the same time he pledged himself 
by a solemn promise, that, while there was a king 
in England, not a hair of Strafford’s head should be 
touched by the parliament!” The earl arrived in Lon- 
^lon. 

It was about three of the clock in the afternoon,” 
says (narendon, ** when the Karl of Strafford (being 
infirm and not well disposed in health, and so not having 
stirred out of his house that morning,) hearing that 
both houses still sate, thought fit to go thither. It was 
believed by some (upon what ground was never clear 
enough) that he made that haste there to accuse the 
lord Say, and some others, of having induced the Scots 
to invade the kingdom ; but he was scarce entered into 
the house of peers, when the message from the house of 
commons was called in, and when Mr. Pym at the bar, 
and in the name of all the commons of England, im- 
peached Thomas, earl of Strafford (with the addition 
of all his other titles) of high treason I ” 

Upwards of twelve years had elapsed since sir Thomas 
Wentworth stood face to face with Pym. Upon the eve 
of his elevation to the peerage, they had casually met 
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at Greenwich^ wKen, after a short conversation on public 
affairs, they separated with these memorable words^ 
addressed by Pym to Wentworth. You are Roiiig to 
leave us, but 1 will never leave you, while your head is 
upon your shoulders J’* ^ That prophetic summons to a 
mois fatal meeting was now ait last accomplished ! 

Strafford tad entered the house, w^ learn from one 
who observed him, with his usual impetuous step — 
with spee<l,” says Baillie, ‘Mfc comes to the house; he 
calls rudely at the door ; James Maxwell, keeper of the 
black rod, opens ; his lordship with a proud glooming 
countenance, makes towards his place at tlie board head; 
but at once many bid him void the house; so he is forced, 
in confusion, to go to the door till he was called. . .lie 
offered to speak, hut was cointi^iided to be gorfb without 
a word. In the outer room, James Maxwell required 
him, as prisoner, to deliver his sword. When he had 
got it, he cries, with a loud voice, for his man to carry 
my lord-lieutenant's sworil. This done, he makes 
through a number of pc'ople to his coach, all gating, 
no man capping to him, before whom that morning 
the greatest in Kngland would have stood discovered." 

This was a change indeed ! Yet it was a change for 
which Strafford w^ould seem to have been found not 
altogether unprepared. In all the proceedings pre- 
liminary to his memorable trial, in all the eventful inci-* 
dents that followed, he was quiet and collected, and 
showed, in his general bearing, a magnanimous self- 
subduement. It is a mean as well as a hasiy judgment, 
which would attribute this to any unworthy compromise 
with his real nature. It is probably a juster and more 
profound view of it, to say that, into a few of the later 
weeks of his life, new knowledge had penetrated from 
the midst of the breaking of his fortunes. It was well 
and beautifully said by a then living poet, — 

** The soul's dark cottage, battered and decayed. 

Lets 111 new light through ebinka that time has made! " 


> An admirable commentary on this fierce text is supplied by my friend 
Mr. Cattcrmolc, at the commencement of the volume. 
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— and when suddenly upon the sight of Strafford broke 
the vision of the long unseen assembly of the people^ 
with the old chiefs^ and the old ceremonies, only more 
august and more fatal, — when he saw himself in a 
single hour, disabled by a set of men not greater in 
vigour or in intellect thanothose over whom the wtak- 
minded Buckirv^ham had for years contemptuously 
triumphed, — the chamber of that assembly forsaken for 
Westminster Hall, — itsSnee imperious master become a 
timid auditor, listening unobserved through his screen- 
ing curtains, and unable to repress by his presence a 
single threatening glance, or subdue a single fierce voice, 
amongst the multitude assembled to pronounce judg* 
inent on his minister, — that multitude grown from the 
“ faithful* commons ** intp the imperial council of the 
land, and the sworn upholders of its not yet fallen 
liberties, — Pym no longer the mouth-piece of a faction 
that might Ihj trampled on, hut recognised as the chosen 
champion of the people of England, ‘‘ the delegated 
voice of God ; " — wdien Strafford had persuaded him- 
sidf that all this vision was indeed a reality before him, 
we may feel the sudden and subduing conviction which 
at once enthralled him to itself ! the conviction that he 
had mistaken the true presentment of that principle 
of j)Ower whicli he worshipped, and that his genius 
should have had a <liffereiit devotion, lie had not sunk 
lower, but the parliament had towered immeasurably 
higher ! 

The first 4hing he did after his arrest, was to write 
to the lady Strafford. Sweet hart, — You have heard 
before this what hath befallen me in this place, but be 
you confident, that if 1 fortune to be blamed, yet 1 will 
not, by God's help, be ashamed. Your carriage upon 
this misfortune 1 should advise to be calm, not seeming 
to be neglective of my trouble, and yet so as there may 
appear no dejection in you. Continue on the family as 
formerly, and mal^e much of your children. Tell Will, 
Nan, and Arabella, 1 will write to them by the next. 
In the mean time I shall pray for them to God, that 
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he may bless th^m, and for their sakes deliver me out 
of the furious inalioe of my enemies, ivliich yet 1 trusty 
throu{;li the goodnesse of Ood^ shall do me no hurt. 
God have us all in his blessed keeping. Your very 
loving husbande, STy.AFFoiu)E.” 

A few days after this, hoving vainly proffered hail^ 
he uras committed to the 'J'ower. Thereupon he wrote 
again to lady Strafford. “ Sweet hart, — 1 never jntyed 
you so much as 1 do now, forfn the death of that great 
person the deputy, you have lost the principal friend 
you had there, whilst we are here ritling out the storm, 
as well as God and the season sliall give us leave. Vet 
I trust lord Dillon will sup]>ly unto you in part that 
great loss, till it please God to bring us together again. 
As to myself, albeit all be doim against me that art and 
malice can devise, with all the rigour possible, yet I am 
in great inward quietnt^se, and a stiong heliefe God 
will deliver me out of all these troubles. The more I 
look into my case, the more liope 1 have, and sure, if 
there be any h.Miour and justice left, iny life will not be 
in danger, and for any thing els, time 1 trust will salve 
any other hurt which can be done me. Therefore hold 
up your heart, look to the children and your house, lei 
me have your prayers, and at last, by God's good plea- 
sure, we shall have our deliverance, when we may as 
little look for it as we did for this blow of misfortune, 
which, 1 trust, will make us better to (iod and man. 
Your loving husbandc, Straffordk.” 

The preliminary arrangements having J)cen settled, 
and some negotiations proposed by Charles with a fiew 
to his rescue having failed, Strafford's impeachment be- 
gan. Never had such pompous circumstances ” and 
so stately a manner " been witnessed at any judicial 
proceeding in England. One only, since that day, has 
matched it. It was not the trial of an individual, but the 
solemn arbitration of an issue between the two great ant. 
agonist principles, liberty and despotism. Westminster 
Hall, which had alternately witnessed the triumphs of 
both, was the fitting scene. Scaffolds, nearly reaching to 
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the roof^ were erected on< either side, eleven stages high^ 
divided by rails. In the upper ranks of these ^ere the 
commissioners of Scotland and the lords of Ireland, who 
had joined with the commoners of England in their 
accusations. In the centre sat tl\e peers in their par- 
liament robes, and the lor«l keeper and the judge!, in 
their scarlet rqjies, were on the woolsacks. At the 
upper end, beyond the peers, was a chair raised under a 
cloth of state for the kiftg, and another for the prince. 
The throne was unoccupied, for the king was supposed 
not to be present, since, in his presence, by legal con- 
struction, no judicial act could legally be done. Two 
cabinets or galleries, with trellis work, were on each side 
of the cloth of state. The king, the queen, and their 
court, octupied one of these* — the foreign nobility then 
in London the other. The earls of Arundel and Lind- 
sey acted, the one as high-sleward, and the other as 
high-constable, of England. Strafford entered the hall 
daily, guarded by two hundred trainbands. The king 
had procured it as a special favour, that the axe should 
not be carried before him. At the foot of the state- 
cloth was a scaffold for ladies of quality ; at the lower 
end was a place with partitions, and an apartment to 
retire to, for the convenience ainl consultations of the 
managers of the trial ; opposite to this the witnesses 
entered ; and between was a small desk, at which the 
accused earl stood or sate, with the lieutenant of the 
Tower beside him, and at his back four secretaries. 

'fhe articles of accusation had gradually, during the 
lon^ and tedious preliminary proceedings, swelled from 
nine — which was their original number — to twenty- 
eight. Pym, in an able speech, presented them to the 
house of lords. Strafford entreated that — seeing these 
charges filled 200 sheets of paper, and involved the 
various and ill-remembered incidents of fourteen years of 

' Thr king, however, observea Baillie, ** brake down the screens with 
his own hands, so they jit in the eyes of all, but little more regarded than 
if they had been absent, for the lords sat aV covered.** Baillie was the 
principal of the college of Glasgow, and present b> order of the Scottish 
parly. 
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a life of severe action — the spane of three months should 
be permitted for tlie answer. He was allowed three 
weeks, and, on the 24th of February, l641, his an- 
swers, in detail, 4o the charges of the commons were 
read to the house, ^he 22d of March was then fixed 
for the commencciiient of hio trial. 

On the first reception of the article^ Strafford, with 
characteristic purpose, wrote to his wife. Sweet 
Hartc, — It is long since 1 wrift unto you, for I am here 
in such a trouble, as gives me little or no respitt. The 
charge is now come in, and I am now nhle^ I pmyse CJod-, 
to toll yon that I ronceivr, i/iorv is nothing vapitafl; and 
for the reste, I know at the worste his majestic will 
pardon all, without hurting iny fortune; and then we 
shall be ha]ipy, hy (lod's g^ce. Therefore comfort 
yourself, for 1 trust thes cloudes will away, and that 
wee shall have faire welther afterwardes. Farewell. 
Your loving husband, STIlAF^onI>B.” lie expressed the 
same opinion in a letter to sir Adam Loftus. 

A short suiiiinary of the charges w'ill he sufficient for 
tile present purpose. For it is not necessary, after the 
ample notice which has been given of Straftbrd^s life 
and actions, to occupy any considerable s))ace with 
the ])roccedings, which only further illustrated them 
here. ^ 

The grand object which the leaders of tlie commons 
had in view', was to establish against Strafford an 

ATTKMPT TO SI'HVKRT THE FUNDAMENTAL LAWS OF THE 
couNTHY.- They had an unquestionable, right, with 
this view, to blend in the impeachment offences If a 
different degree ; nor was it ever pretended by them that 
more than one or two of the articles amounted to treason. 
Their course — to deduce a legal construction of treason 

I Ruchworth has devoted a large folio volume, Co Che occurrences of the 
impeachment alone. 

3 They had passed this vote in the house of comrr.ons, and against it not 
a voice was raised, even by the earl's most ardent ttu|i{K>rter8. ** That the 
earl of Straffbril had endeavoured to subvert thcincicnt and fundamental 
laws of the realm, and to Introduce arbitrary and tyrannical govern, 
ment.” 
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from actions notorious!} gone thorough '* with in the 
service and in exaltation of the king was to show that, 
no matter with what motive, any actions undertaken 
which had a tendency to prove d^tructive to the state, 
amounted, in legal effect, to a traitorous design against 
the sovereign. The sovex^ign/ it was argued by these 
great men, couVl never have had a contemplated ex- 
istence beyond, or independent of, the state. It could 
never have been the objtct, they said, to have defended 
the king by the statute of Edward 111., and to have left 
undefended the great body of the people associated 
under him. This principle Strafford had himself recog- 
nised in Ills support of the petition of right, and it is 
truly observed by llushworth, that “ all the laws con- 
firmed jfiid renewed in^that petition of right were said 
to be the most envenomed arrows that gave him his 
mortal wound.” The j)roofs*t>y which it was proposed 
to sustain the tremendous accusation, were to be deduced 
from a scries of his actions infringing the laws, from 
words intimating arbitrary designs, and from certain 
counsels which directly tended to the entire ruin of the 
frame of the constitution. 

Over the three great divisions of his public functions 
the articles of impeachment were distributed. As pre- 
sideht of the council of York, he was charged with 
having procured powers subversive of all law, with 
having committed insufferable acts of oppression under 
colour of his instructions, and with having distinctly 
announced tyrannical intentions, by declaring that the 
people should find ** the king's little finger heavier than 
the loins of the law." As governor of Ireland, he was 
accused of having publicly asserted, That the Irish 
was a conquered nation, and that the king might do 
with them as he pleased." He was charged with acts 
of oppression towards the earl of Cork, lord Mount- 
norris, the lord chancellor Loftus, the earl of Kil. 
dare, and other pj^rsons. He had, it was alleged, issued 
a general warrant for the seizure of all persons who 
refused to submit to any legal decree against them. 
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and for their detention till they*either submitted, or gave 
bail to appear before the council table : he had sent sol- 
diers to free quarters on those who would not obey his 
arbitrary decrees : he had prevented the redress of his 
injustice, by procuring instructions to prohibit all pre- 
sons of distinction froid quitting Ireland without his 
express licence : he had appropriated r<a liirnself a large 
share of the customs, the niononoly cf tobacco, and the 
sale of licences for the exportation of certain coinmodi. 
ties : he had committed grievous acts of oppression in 
guarding his monopoly of tobacco: he had, for his own 
interest, caused the rates on inerclianflise to be raised, 
and the merchants to lie harassed with new and unlaw, 
ful oaths : he had obstructed the industry of the country, 
by introducing new and unknown processes *into the 
manufacture of flax : he had encouraged his army, the 
instrumoiit of his ojipression, by assuring them that his 
majesty would regard them as a pattern for all his three 
kingdoms ; he had enforced an illegal oatli on the Scot- 
tish subjects ill Ireland ; he had given undue encou- 
rageininit to papists, and had actually composed the 
wliole of his new-levied troops of adherents to that rc. 
ligion. As chief minister of Kngland, it was laid to his 
charge that he liad instigated the king to make war on 
the Scots, and had himself, as governor of 'Ireland, 
commenced hostilities: that, on the ijucstion of sup- 
plies, he had declared, “ That his majesty should first 
try the parliament here, and if that ilid not supply him 
according to his occasions, he might then i»w* his |yc- 
rogative to levy^what he needed ; and that he* should 
be acquitted both of Oo<i and man, if he took some 
other courses to supply himself, though it were against 
tlu* will of his subjects : " that, after the dissolution of 
that parliament, he hail said to his majesty, “ 'I'hat, 
having tried the affi.-ctions of Ins people, he was loose 
and absolved from all rules of government, and was to 
do every thing that power would adniit ; that his ma- 
jesty had tried all w'ays, and was refused, and should 
be accjuitted Iwth to God and man ; that he had an 

VOL. ii. c 0 
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army in Ireland, which he might employ to reduce 
England to obedience.” He was ferther charged with 
having counselled the royal declaration which reflected 
so bitterly on the last parliament ; with the seizure of 
the bullion in the Tower ; the .^proposal of coining 
base money • a new levy e-f ship-money ; and the loan 
of 100,000/. fjpom the city of London. He was ac- 
cused of having told the refractory citizens that no 
good would be done tiIl^hey were laid up by the heels, 
and some of their aldermen hanged for an example. 
It was laid to his charge that he had levied arbitrary 
exactions on the people of Yorkshire to maintain his 
troops ; and, Anally, that his counsels had given rise to 
the rout at Newburii.** ^ 

In hiftr answers and opposing evidence Strafford main- 
tained, that the enlarged instructions for the council 
of York had not been prochred by his solicitations; 
that the specified instances of oppression in the northern 
counties w^re committed after his departure for Ireland ; 
and that the words imputed to him were diicctly the 
reverse of those which he had spoken. With regard 
to Ireland, he vindicated his opinion that it was a 
conquered country, and that the king’s prerogative was 
much greater there than in England. He contended 
that all the judgments, charged on him as arbitrary, 
were delivered by competent courts, in none of which 
he had above a single voice : that the prevention of 
persons from quitting the kingdom without licence, as 
well as placing soldiers at free quarters on the disobe- 
dient, were transactions consistent with ancient usages : 
that the flax manufacture owed all its prosperity to his 
exertions, and that his prohibition tended to remedy 
some barbarous and unjust methods of sorting the yarn : 
that his bargains for the customs and tobacco were 
profitable to the crown and the country : and that the 
oath which he had enforced on the Scots was required 
by the critical circumstances of the times, and fully 
approved by the government. In regard to his trans- 
^ Strafford’* Trial, pp, 61—7& Nation, voL ii. 11-30. 
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actions in England, he answcjted that hostility against 
Scotland having been resolved on, he had meiely 
counselled an offensive in preference to a defensive 
war; that his expressions relative to supplies were 
in strict conformity jto the established maxim of the 
constitution ‘ ; that, in such* emergencies as a foieigii 
invasion, the sovereign was entitled t^ levy contribu- 
tions, or adopt ai^y other measure for the public de- 
fence : that the words relative to the employment of 
the Irish army were falsely stated, and that he had not 
ventured to apply to the kingdom of England words 
uttered in a committee expressly assembled to consider 
of the 1 eduction of Scotland, lie said that his harsh 
expressions towards the citizens of London were heard 
by only one interested ind^ddual, and mft heard 
by others who stood as near him ; that the contri- 
butions in Yorkshire w’cre voluntary : and that the 
pro]tosals for seizing the bullion anil coining base money 
did not proceed from him.- 

'fhe charges which remained untouched by these 
answers were abandoned by the commons, as irrelative or 
incapable of proof, and on the 23d of March, lf)41, 
the chief manager, Mr. Eym, rose in Westminster 
Hall, and opened the case against him. 

The getting up'* of that mighty scene has been 
described, and a few words may serve to put it, as it 
were, in action. 

Three kingdoms, by tlieir representatives, were pre- 
sent, and for fifteen days, the period of the«duratioi^ of 
the trial, it was daily,’* says Haillie, the most 
glorious assembly the isle could afford.” I'he carl him- 
self appeared before it each day in deep mourning, 
wearing his George. The stern and simple character 
of his features accorded with the occasion, — bis coun. 
tenance manly black,” as Whitelock terms it, and his 

' Snlus ftopvH suprema lex. 

* Strafibrd’g Trial, pp. 61— 75. Nalson, toI. ii.*pp. 11—20. I have 
paitlv availed nivself, in the above, of Mr. MacDiarmid'a abstract — pp. 951 
—959. Some of tbe charges specified, were added in the course of the 
trial 

C G 2 
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thick (lark hair cut shoi'c from his ample forehead. A 
poet who was present exclaimed, • 

“ On thy brow 

Sato terror mixed with wisdom, and at once 

Saturn and Hermes in thy countenance.** 

— To this was added the deep int(?rest which can never 
be withheld fi^m sickness bravely borne. Ilis face 
was dashtMl with paleness, and his body stooped with 
its own infirmities eve\\ more than with its master’s 
cares. This was, indeed, so evident, that he was obliged 
to allude to it himself, and it was not seldom alluded 
to by others. They had here,” he said, on one occa- 
sion, this rag of mortality before them, worn out with 
numerous infirmities, which, if they tore into shreds, 
there wa.? no groat loss, only in tlie spilling of his, they 
would open a way to tne blood of all the nobility in 
the land.” His disorders V»cre the most terrible to 
hear in themselves, and of that nature, moreover, which 
can least endure the aggravation of mental anxiety. 
A severe attack of stone gout in one of his legs to an 
extent event with him unusual, and other pains, had 
bent all titcir afflictions upon him. Yet, though a 
generous sympathy was demanded on this score, and 
paid by not a few of his worst opponents, it availed 
little with the multitudes that were ])resent. Much 
noise and confusion prevailed at all times through the 
hall ; there was always a great clamour near the doors ; 
and Avc have it on the authority of Kushworth himself, 
that at th(\^e intervals when Strafford was busied in 
pr(!paring his answers, the most distracting hub- 
hubs ” broke out, lords walked about and chatted, and 
commoners w*ere yet more offensively loud.- This was 
unfavourable to the recollection, for disproof, of inci. 
dents long passed, and of conversations forgotten ! 
Ifut conscious that he was not to be allowed in any case 
permission to retire, as soon as one of his opponent 

' Spo NaNon, vol ii. u, HKl et srq. 

- naillif jfUls, that ni these periods “flesh and bread*’ was ate, and 
“ htiitlps of beer and wine were going thick ftroin mouth to mouth ” 

^ Uaillie cannot rctVain fVom saying, while he de^c^lb(*s the guilt to have 
been f«ll\ piovod, that some of the evidence was only “chamber '.d 
tablc.discourse, flim-flains, and tcanc-fairics.*’ 
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managers had clolied his charge^ the earl calmly turned 
his back to his judges^ and^ with uncomplaining com- 
posure, conferred with his secretaries and counsel. 

He had, indeed, it is not to be forgotten, strong as- 
surances to sustain him secretly. He had, first, his own 
conviction of the legal incomig,'tency of the charges, and 
to this was added the doubly pledged faith of the king. 
In his prison he had received the following letter ; — 
" STRArroun, — The inisfortuHe that is fallen upon you 
by the strange mistaking and conjuncture of these times, 
being such that 1 must lay by the thought of employing 
you hereafter in my affairs, yet 1 cannot satisfy myself 
in honour or conscience, witliout assuring you (now in 
the midst of your troubles) that upon the wor(l of a 
king you shall not suffer in life, honour, or»fortunc. 
'riiis is hut justice, and therefore a very mean reward 
from a master to so faithful and able a servant, its you 
fiave showed yourself to be, — yet it is as much as I con- 
ceive the present times will permit, though none shall 
hinder me froiii being your constant and faithful friend, 
(JiiAiiiiKs.” But against these aids, were opposed ( ertain 
significant symptoms of a <iesperate and fatal ))urpose 
on the part of the managers of the impeachment. 'I’he 
bishops, on whom he iriiglit reasonably have relied, 
had, on the motion of Williams, withdrawn fiom at- 
tendance in mjitnthmp mnftfv fianyttininf* Mirreiidering 
the right they had, under wduit was called “ the consti- 
tutions of Clarendon,'" of attending in capital trials up 
to the stage of judgment. Next, — the person on whose 
evidence Strafford mainly relied in the proof of^iis 
answers, sir (leorge Radcliffe, had, by a master-stroke 
of l*ym’s, been incapacitated suddenly by a charge of 
treason against himself, — not preferred certainly witli- 
out cause, on the presumption of the guilt of thejiriii- 
cipal, for he had been Strafford’s guilty agent in all 
things, but preferred with a fatal effect to Strafford 
himself. Again, — though counsel liad been granted 
him, they were restricted by the lofos, on conference 
with the commons, to the argument of points of law. 
* cc 3 
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Lastly, — with an irreiistible energy, equalled only by 
Strafford's own, Pym had forced from the king a release 
for all the members of his secret council from their oath 
of secrecy, in order to their examination before the 
committee of impeachment. 

My lords,” said Straftwd, — alluding to this, and to 
certain words (/ his own which such examination had 
been alleged to have proved, — My lords, these words 
were not wantonly or unhecessariJy spoken^ or whispered 
in a corner, but they were spoken in full council, where, 
by the duty of my oath, I was obligeil to speak accord- 
ing to my heart and conscience, in all things concerning 
the king’s service. If I had forborne to speak what I 
concciveil to be for the benefit of the king and the 
people, 1 had been perjured towanls almighty God, 
And for delivering my mind openly and freely, shall 1 
be in danger of my life, as a traitor ? If that necessity 
be put upon me, I thank God, by his blessing 1 have 
learned not to stand in fear of him who can only kill 
the body. If the question be, whether 1 must be traitor 
to man, or perjured to God, I will be faithful to my 
creator. And whatsoever shall befall me from popular 
rage or from my own weakness, I must leave it to that 
almighty being, and to the justice and honour of my 
judges. My lords, 1 conjure you not to make your- 
selves so unhappy, as to disable yourselves and your 
children from undertaking the great charge and trust 
of the commonwealth. You inherit that trust from 
your fathers, you are born to great thoughts, you are 
nursed up for the great and weighty employments of 
the kingilom. Hut if it be once admitted, that a coun- 
sellor, delivering his opinion with others at the council- 
table, vautUde H paste, under an oath of secrecy and 
faithfulness, shall be brought into question, upon some 
misapprehension or ignorance of law, — if every word, 
that he speaks from a sincere and noble intention, shall 
be drawn agains( him, for the attainting of him, his 
children and posterity, — I know not (under favor I 
speak it,) any wise or noble person of fortune, who 
will, upon such perilous and unsafe terms, adventure to 
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be counsellor to Hhe king ! TJlierefore, I beseech your* 
lordships so to lool( on me, that my misfortune may 
not bring an inconvenience upon yourselves. And 
though my words were not so advised and discreet, or 
so well weighed, as they ought to be, yet I trust your 
lordships are too honourablg and just, to lay them to 
my charge as high treason. Opinions may make an 
heretic, but that they make a traitor, 1 have never 
heard till now.” • 

Ag^in, in reference to matters alleged against him on 
the evidence of familiar conversations, he eloquently 
protested thus : — “If, my lords, words spoken to 
friends in familiar discourse, spoken in one’s chamber, 
spoken at one’s table, spoken in one’s sick bed, spoken 
perhaps to gain better reason, to give himself more 
clear light and judgment, reasoning ; — if these 
things shall be brought %gaiiist a man as treason, this, 
under favour, takes away the comfort of all human 
society, — by this means we shall he debarred from 
speaking (the principal joy and comfort of society) with 
wise and good men, to iH'Come wiser, and better our 
lives. If these things be strained to take away life and 
honour, and all that is desirable, it will be a silent 
world ! A city will become a hermitage, and sheep will 
be found amongst a crowd and ])ress of peoph* ! and no 
man shall dare to impart his solitary thoughts or opi- 
nions to his friend and iieighijour !” Noble and touch- 
ing as this is, let the reader remember, as he reads it, 
the case of Mountnorris, and the niisquojiing and tor- 
turing of words, in themselves harmless, by ^trtiich 
the lord deputy of Ireland sacrificed that man to his 
schemes of absolute power. Jt is mournful to be obliged 
to add that, it is chiefly the genius of a great actor which 
calls for admiration in this great scene ; for though he 
was, as we may well believe, sincere in his sudden present 
acknowledgment of that power of the commons which 
he had so often braved, the same plea of sincerity can- 
not serve him in his bold outfacing of every previous 
action of his power. 


c c 4 
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As the trial proceed^/i, so extraoiMinary wefre the 
resources he manifested^ that th^ managers of ' the 
commons failed in much of the effect of their evidence. 
Even the clergy who were present forgot the imprison- 
ment of the weak and miserable Laud (who now lay 
in prison, stripped of his j^wer by this formidable par- 
liament, which the very despotism of himself and 
Strafford had gifted with its potently operative force !) 
and thought of nothing tbut the grand apostate ” be- 
fore them. By this time,’* says May,‘“ the people 
began to be a little divided in opinion. I'lie clergy in 
general were so much fallen into love and admiration 
of this earl, that the archbishop of Canterbury was 
almost quite forgotten by them. The courtiers cried 
him up, ( and the ladies were exceedingly on his side. 
It seemed a very pleasanC object to see so many Sem- 
pronias, with pen, ink, an(k paper in their hands, 
noting the passages, and discoursing upon the grounds, 
of law and state. They were all of his side, whether 
moved by pity, proper to their sex, or by ambition of 
being able to judge of the parts of the prisoner. But 
so great was tlie favour and love which they openly 
expressed to him, that some could not but think of that 


“ Non furinosus erat, t.cii prat fapundus UIyi.8es 
Kt tumeii aHjuorpas torsit amore Upas ! ” 

Even the chairman of the committee who prepared his 
impeachment, the author of the Memorials, observes. 
Certainly liever any man acted such a part, on such 
a theatre, with more wisdome, constancy, and elo- 
quence, with greater reason, judgment, and temper, 
and with a better grace in all his words and gestures, 
than this great and excellent person did.** 

Such, indeed, appeared to be a very prevailing feeling, 
when on the morning of the 10th of April, before the 
opening of that day's trial, Pym entered the house of 
commons and announced a communication respecting 
the earl of Strafford, of vital importance. The members 
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vcre ordered tod'emain in their places^ and the doors of 
the house were locked. Pym and the young sir Harry 
Vane then rose^ and produced a paper containing a 
copy of notes taken at a junto of the privy council for 
the Scots affairs, about the 5th of May last.” 'fhese 
were notes made Ify sir Henry Vane the elder, and 
Clarendon says, that he placed them in the hands of 
Pym out of hatred to Strafford. much more ap- 

pearance and likelihood of tr^th, however, Whitelocke 
states that the elder \'ane, being absent from London, 
and in want of some papers, sent the key of liis study 
to his son, and that the latter, in executing his father's 
ordeis, found this paper, and was ultimately induced 
by i^yin to allow its production against Stiaffoid. The 
commons received this new e\idence with ^nany ex- 
pressions of zealous thankfuht ss. 

On the l.'lth of Apiili the notes wore read in West- 
minster Hall by Pym. They were in the shape of a 
dialogue and conference, and contained opinions de- 
livered hy Laud and Hamilton ; but the essential words 
weri* words spoken hy Strafford to the king. “ Vou 
liiive an army in Ireland that you may employ to reduce 
this kingdom to obedience.” Vane the elder was tlien 
called. He denied recollection of tlie Avords at first, 
till it bad been ussertcal hy others of the privy council, 
that Strafford had used those words, or the like," 
when the earl’s brother-in -Irav, lord Clare, rose and 
suggested that this kingdom, ’ by grammatical con- 
struction, might mean Scotland. With singular ability 
Strafford directed all his resources to the wcak<iliing 
of this evidence, but it was generally regarded as 
fatal. He urged his brother-in-laAv’s objection ; the very 
title of the notes, in proof of the country referred to, 
“no danger of a Avar with Scotland, if offensive, not 
defensive ; " and protested against a man's life being 
left to hang upon a single word. 'J’he evidence was, 
finally, admitted against him, and he was called upon 
to make his general defence in perstn against the facts, 
leaving the law to his counsel. 
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He began by adverting to his painful and adverse 
position, alone and unsupported, agajnst the whole au- 
thority and power of the commons, his health impaired, 
his memory almost gone, his thoughts unquiet and 
troubled. He prayed of their lordships to supply his 
many infirmities, by their yetter abilities, better judg- 
ments, better memories. You alone,” Ke said, 1 
acknowledge, wifii all gladness and humility, as my 
judges. The king condennns no man ; the great ope- 
ration of his sceptre is mercy ; he dispenses justice by 
his ministers ; but, with reverence be it spoken, he is 
not my judge, nor are the commons my judges, in this 
case of life and death. To your judgment alone, my 
lords, 1 submit myself in all cheerfulness. 1 have 
great cause to give thanks to God for this, and cele- 
brated be the wisdom of our ancestors who have so 
ordained.” 

With great force and subtle judgment, he then argued 
against the doctrine of arbitrary and constructive trea- 
son, and afterwards proceeded — “ My lords, it is 
hard to be questioned upon a law which cannot be 
shown. Where hath this fire lain hid so many hundred 
years, without smoke to discover it, till it thus burst 
forth to consume me and iny children ? That punish- 
ment should precede promulgation of a law, to be 
punislied by a law subsequent to the fact, is extreme 
hard ! What man can be safe, if this be admitted ? My 
lords, it is hanl in another respect, — that there sliould 
be no token set, by which we should know this offence, 
no aihnonitioh by which ive should avoid it. My lords, 
he pleased to give that regard to the peerage of Eng- 
land, as never expose yourselves to such moot points — 
such constructive interpretations of laws: if there must 
lx; a trial of wits, let the subject-matter be of some- 
what else than the lives and honours of peers. It will 
Ih' wisdom for yourselves, for your posterity, and for 
the whole kingdom, to cast into the fire these bloody 
and mysterious voWimes of constructive and arbitrary 
treason, as the primitive Christians did their books of 
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curious arts, aAd betake yoryselves to the plain letter 
of the law and statute, that telleth us what is and what 
is not treason, without being more ambitious to be more 
learned in the art of killing than our forefathers ! It is 
now 240 years since any man was touched for this 
alleged crime, to tfiis heiglit, before myself. Let us 
not awaken these sleeping lions to our destructions, by 
taking up a few musty records, that nave lain by the 
walls so many ages, forgotteif or neglected. May your 
lordships please not to add this to my other misfortunes, — 
let not a precedent be derived from me, so disadvan- 
tageous as this will be in its consequence to the whole 
kingdom. Do not, through me, wound the interest of 
the commonwealth : — and howsoever these gentlemen 
say, they speak for the commonwealth, yet, in this par- 
ticular, I indeed speak for*ii, and show the incon. 
venienees and iniscliiefs^that will fall upon it : for, as it 
is said in the statute 1 Hen. IV., ^ No one will know 
what to do or say for fear of such penalties.* Do not 
put, my lords, such didiciilties upon ministers of state, 
that men of w’isdom, of honour, and of fortune, may not 
with cheerfulness and safety be employed for tlie public. 
If yo\i weigh and measure them by grains and scruples, 
the p\ihlic affairs of the kingdom will lie waste, no 
man will meddle with them who hath any thing to lose. 
My lords, I have troubled you longer than 1 should 
have done, were it not for the interest of those dear 
]>ledges a .saint in Heaven hath left me.” At this word 
(says the reporter) he stopped awhile, letting fall some 
tears to her memory ; then he went on : — “ I 

forfeit myself is nothing ; but that indiscretion should 
extend to my posterity woumleth me to the very soul. 
You will pardon my infirmity ; something 1 should have 
added, but am not able ; therefore let it pass. Now, 
my lords, for myself, 1 have been, by the blessing of 
Almighty God, taught that the afflictions of this [irc-stmt 
life are not to be com parcel to the eternal weight of 
glory, which shall be revealed liereafter. And so, my 
lords, even so, w’ith all tranquillity of mind, 1 freely 
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submit myself to your judgment, and wlitther that judg- 
ment be of life or death, Te Deum Imdamus’* ^ 

Great was the struggle to be made against such noble 
and affecting eloquence, and Pym proved himself not 
unequal to it. While we yield due admiration to the un- 
exampled demeanour of Str^Ford in 'this conjuncture^ — 
to that quick perception of his exact position, which, 
while it revealed to him the whole magnitude of the 
danger, suggested the moot plausible defence, and sup- 
plied resolution where, to an ordinary spirit, it would 
have induced despair, — so that, while sinking down the 
tremendous gulf into which he had been so suddenly 
precipitated, he displayed the same coolness in catching 
at every weed, however feeble, that might retard his 
descent, as though the peril had long been foreseen and 
the methods of escape long rehearsed, — while we praise 
this in him, let us not forget the still more extraordinary 
bearing of his adversary — the trium])h of Pym, as un- 
paralleled as the overthrow of Strafford. In cither 
case the individual rose or fell with the estahlishment 
or the withdrawal of a great ])rinciple. Pym knew and 
felt this, and that with liim it now rested whether or 


' This is from Whitclorke’s Memorials It is the ino'.t boaiitifiil and 
roiiiplete icport tiiat h.-is bmi gneii 1 may siil)joiii a chardctenstic note 
from n.iillie's letters, “ At the end he in.«ie sueli a patlietie oration, for 
h.ilr .III iioiir, as vonn'dian tint on the sitific. The matter and expi ession 
was exceeding brave. Doolitless it he had f^rnce and ei\ il ffooilncss he is 
a most eloquent man One passaKe is most sjxtkin ot; his lireakiiiK off in 
weepiiiK and siienee when he spoke ot lus Hist wife. Some took it for a 
true delcit in his meuiorv ; others for a notable part nf Ills rhetoric ; .some 
that true Kncl'and remoi.se .at that remembraiice li.ad stopt his mouth ; for 
they »av that Ins tir st lady, beiiig with child, and (indiiif; one of his nus> 
tre.ss'sHl‘tters, bioiight it to him, .and cliidini; him iherefure, lie .struck her 
on the l>rea^t, whereof she slnutly died,”— /,c7fcrit, p. ‘2‘Jl. The hitter 
statement is onlv one of a thousand horrible and disgust inp falsehoods 
whicli, iiotwitiistanding llie .almndaiire of true accusatory matter, were 
eircuhited at the lime against Straflbrd, and one or two bpeeimeiisof winch 
may be found in the fourth \oUiiiie of lord Somer's Coiloi'tion of Tracts. 
His friends, iiowever, it is to be remarked, were not less forward m getting 
up all sorts of fictitious ]KMnts of sympathy (ui some respects, aibo, un- 
necessary, Miico they had plenty of true resources in that regard around 
him find Ins meinoiy; and as an instance 1 may mention that an extremely 
p.ithelic letter of sir Walter Kaleigh to his wife vtlie most pathetic, pro- 
bably, III the iaiiguagcl, written while ho expected exwntion, was printed 
with Straftbrd's signature, and with the alteiation of worils to meet the 
cireiiiiistances of StrntVord s de.ath. The writers of tlie Hiog. Brit do not 
seem to have been aware of this. But see Somers’ Tracts, vol. iv. pp. 2^9, 
ikiO. i and compare with Biog. Brit vol. v. ji. 3478. 
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not the privilef!;es so long cofttested, the rights so long 
misunderstood, of ‘the great body of tlie people, should 
win at last their assured consumniation and acknowledg- 
ment. In the sjietches of Pyin the true point is to he 
recognised, on whick the vindication of Strafford’s death 
turns. Tha defence of th^ accused was technical, and 
founded on rules of evidence, and legid constructions of 
statutes, which, though Cleary defined since, were in 
that day recognised doubtfully, and frequently exceeded. 
The defence of the accusers, if they are indeed to be 
put iijioii tlieir defence before a jiosterity for whose 
rights they ha/arded all things, rests upon a ])rinci]>lo 
which was implanted in man when he was horn, and 
which no age can deaden or ohsture. “‘My lords,” 
said Pvm, “ we charge him \^th nothing but \v])at the 
'Jaw’ in every man’s Jireast coiideinns, the light of 
nature, the light of common reason, the rules of common 
society.” ^ Nor can it he doubted, that occasions must 
ever he recog’dsed by the philosopher and the statesman, 
when the community may k' re-invested in those rights, 
which were theirs before a particular law ivas ( stab- 
lislied. If ever such an occasion liad arisen, surely, 
looking hack U[)on the occurrences of the jiast, and 
forward upon the prospects of the future, it had arisen 
here. It vvas time that outi aged humanity sliould ap- 
peal, as l*ym afterwards urged, to the element of all 
law% out of which they are derived, the end of all 
laws, to which they are designed, and in which they arc 
perfected.” 'J'he jmhlic liberty w^as in •danger, from 
the life of Strafford, and the question of justice reared 
itself above tlie narrow* limits of the law. For yet, again 
Pym urged, the law^ itself can Iw no other than that 
" which puts a difference k’twixt good and evil, be- 
twixt just and un just ! It is God alone who subsists by 
himself, all other things subsist in a mutual deiiendcnce 
and relation!”-* Nor can it be alleged, even by the 
legal opponents of this im peach men t, that the proofs 

‘ Rushworth, voj. viii. pp. 108, 109. ^ Ibid p. rXil 

3 Ibid. p. riftJ. 
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advanced under the fifteenth article, which had charged 
Strafford with raising money by his nwn authority, and 
quartering troops upon the people of Ireland, did not 
advance far more nearly to a substantive treason, within 
the statute of Edward 111., than many of the recognised 
precedents that were offered;'- Neither will this,” Pym 
contended on that ground with a terrible earnestness, ‘‘be 
a new way of blood. There are marks enough to trace 
this law to the very original of this kingdom ; and if it 
hath not been put in execution, as he allegeth, this 24*0 
years, it was not for want of a law, but that all that time 
had not hred a man, bold enough to commit such crimes 
as these !” 

At this moment, it is said, Strafford had been closely 
ami earnestly watching Pvm, when the latter, suddenly 
turning, met the fixed and wasted features of his early 
associate. A rush of other feelings crowding into that 
look, for a moment dispossessed him. His papers, 
he looked on,” says JIaillie, but they could not help 
him to a point or two, so he Iwhoved to pass them.” 
But a moment, ami Pym s eloquence and dignified 
cominaml returned. He had thoroughly contemplated 
his commission, and had resolved on its fuliilinent. 'J'he 
occasion was not let slip, the energies wound up to 
this feat through years of hard endurance were not 
frozen, — and the cause of the ])eople was gained. In 
the condemnation of Strafford, they resumed an alien- 
ated ])ower, and were re-instated in an ancient freedom. 

He was condemned. The judges themselves, on 
a solemn reference by the house of lords for their 
opinion, whether some of the articles amounted to 
treason, answered unanimously that upon all which 
their lordships had voted to be proved, it was their 
opinion the earl of Strafford did deserve to undergo the 
pains and penalties of high treason by law. 

Meanwhile, before this opinion was taken, the 
commons had changed their course, and introduced 
a bill of attainder. This has been sorely reproached to 
them, and one or two of the men who had acted with 
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them up to tliis*point now receded. Lord Digby was 
the principal of tlwse. Truly, sir/* he said, on the 

discussion of the bill, I am still the same in ray 
opinions and adections, as unto the earl of Strafford. 

I confidently believe him to be the most dangerous 
minister, tl^‘ most insuppoHablc to free subjects, that 
can be charactered. I lielieve his ji^actices in them- 
selves as high, as tyrannical, as any subject ever ven- 
tured on ; and the malignity Sf tliem hugely aggravated 
by those rare abilities of his, whereof flod had given 
him the use, but the devil the application. Jn a wonl, 

1 believe him to be still that grand apostate to the 
common wealth, who must not expect to be pardoned 
in this world, till he be dispatched to the other. And 
yet, let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, my hand nfUst not be 
to that dispatch. J [irotest, as my conscience stands in- 
formed, 1 had rather itVere off I *’ The authority of 
J)igby m this affair, however, may well be questioned, 
since it has been proved that he bad at this time en. 
tered into an intrigue to save the life of the pri- 
soner, and though he spoke against the bill with ex- 
treme earnestness, he at the same tim<‘ no less earnestly 
offered to swear, that he knew nothing of a certain 
copy of important noU>s which had been lost, though 
they were afterwards found in his handwriting, in 
the royal cabinet taken at Naseby, and it turned out 
that having access to them, as a member of the im- 
peachment committee, he had stolen thein.^ 

The bill of attainder was passed orb the of 
April. While on its way to Uie lords, the king went 
to that house and addressed them. 1 am sure,*’ he 
said, you all know that 1 have l)een present at the 
hearing of this great case from the one end to the 
other ; and 1 must tell you, that 1 cannot in my con. 
science condemn him of high treason : — it is not fit for 
me to argue the business ; 1 am sure you will not ex. 
pect that ; a positive doctrine best Jiccomes the mouth 


See Whitelocfce, pi 4S. 
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of a prince.” After beseeching them not to treat the 
earl with severity, he thus concluded I must confess, 
for matter of misdemeanors, i am so clear in that, 
that though I will not chalk out the way, yet let me 
tell you, that I do think my lord.. Strafford is not fit 
hereafter to serve me or' the commonwealth in any 
place of trust, w, not so much as that of a constable. 
Therefore, I leave it to you, my lords, to find some 
such way as to bring me out of this great strait, and 
keep ourselves and the kingdom from such inconveni- 
ences. Certainly he that thinks him guilty of high 
trealkm in his conscience may condemn him of misde- 
meanor." 

AVhen Strafford heard in his prison of this intended 
interferente, he had earnestly protested against it, and, 
on learning that the step W'as actually^ taken, he gave 
himself up for lost.* He had judged truly. The 
leaders of the commons took advantage of the occasion 
it offered. The pre.sbyterian pulpits of the following 
day, which happened to be Sunday, sent forth into 
every (piartcT of London, cries of “justice ujion the 
great delinquent ; " and on the succeeding morning, 
furious multitudes, variously armed, thronged the ap- 
proaches to the house of lords ; placarded us Straffbrd- 
ians, or betrayers of their country," the names of those 
commoners who had voted against the attainder ; and 
shouted oj)enIy for the blood of Strafford. 

Pyni, meanwhile, had discovered and crushed a con- 
spiracy for 1ms release, whicli had originated in the 
court, and was disclosed by the inviolable fidelity of the 
governor of the Tower. 

No hope remained. The lords, proceeding upon the 
judicial opinion I have named, passed the bill of at- 
tainder, voting upon the articles judicially, and not as 
if they w'ere enacting a legislative measure. 

The earl of Strafford, with a generosity w’orthy of 
his intellect, now \irote to the king and released him 


^ Clarendon and Itadc'lifTc 
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from his pledged word. JTo say, sir," he wrote in 
the course of this , memorable letter, that there hath 
not been a strife in me, were to make me less man than, 
God knoweth, my infirmities make me ; and to call a 
destruction upon myself and my young children (where 
the intentions of my hearti^at least have been innocent 
of this great offence), may be believed^ will find no easy 
consent from flesh and blood.” Its concluding passages 
ran thus : — “ So now, to sc# your majesty’s conscience 
at liberty, I do most humbly beseech your majesty, for 
prevention of evils which may happen by your refusal 
to pass this bill, and by this means to remove, praised 
be God, (1 cannot say this accursed, but, 1 confess), 
this unfortunate thing, forth of the way tow’ards that 
blessed agreement, which fHod, 1 trust, shall ever es- 
tablish between you and yoflr subjects. Sir, iny con- 
sent shall more acquit you herein to God, than all the 
world can do l)esi<les. To a willing man there is no 
injury done. And as, by Ciod’s grace, I forgive all tbe 
w^orld with a calniness and meekness of infinite con- 
tentment to my dislodging soul, so, sir, to you J can 
give tbe life of this worhl, with all the clieerfulness 
imaginable, in the just acknowledgment of your exceed- 
ing favours, and only beg, that in your goodness you 
ivould vouchsafe to cast your gracious regard upon iny 
poor son and his three sisters, less or more, and no 
otherwise, than as their (in present) unfortunate father 
may hereafter appear more or less guilty of this death." 

The singular note wdiich has been ^preserved by 
Burnet, and 'which relates circumstances takcii*from 
the lips of Hollis himself, continues the deep interest of 
this tragic history : — ** The earl of Strafford had 
married his sister: so, though in the parliament he was 
one of the hottest men of the party, yet when that 
matter was before them, he always witlidrew. ^Vhen 
the bill of attainder was passed, the king sent for him, 
to know what he could do to save the earl of StrafforiL 
Hollis answered that, if the king pleased, since the 
execution of the law was in him, he might legally grant 
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him a reprieve^ \9hich n^st be good ill law ; — but he 
would not advise it. That which he .proposed was^ that 
lord StrafTord should send him a petition for a short 
respite^ to settle his affairs, and to prepare for death, 
upon which he advised the king to come next day with 
the petition in his hands, « and lay it before the two 
houses, with a sp^ch which he drew for the king, and 
Hollis said to him, he would try his interest among his 
friends to get them to consent to it. He prepared a 
great many by assuring them that, if they would save 
lord Strafford, he would become wholly theirs in con- 
sequence of his first principles, and that he might do 
hem much more service by being preserved, than he 
could do if made an example upon such new and doubt- 
ful points/ In this he had wrought on so many, that 
he believed if the king’s*' party had struck into it he 
might have saved him.” ‘ * 

AVhile the party thus prepared to second Hollis waited 
their lime, the king suddenly resorted to a different 
scheme, and, having with tears in his eyes signed the 
commission for giving assent to the bill, declaring at 
the same time, that Strafford’s condition was happier 
than his own, sent the lords a letter, written by his 
own hand,^and, as a further proof of his deep interest, 
with the young prince of Wales as its messenger. 

1 did yesterday,” ran this letter, '' satisfy the jus- 
tice of the kingdom, by passing the bill of attainder 
against the earl of Strafford; but mercy being as 
inherent and .inseparable to a king as justice, I desire 
at this time, in some measure, to show that likewise, 
by suffering that unfortunate man to fulfil the na- 
tural course of his life in a close imprisonment. Yet 
so, if ever he make the least offer to escape, or offer 
directly or indirectly to meddle in any sort of public 
business, especially with me, either by message or letter, 
it shall cost him his life without farther process. This, 
if it may be done ^ without the discontentment of my 
people, will be an unspeakable contentment to me. To 
which end, as in the first place, I by this letter do 
> Own lime, book 1. 
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earnestly desire your approkttion, and, to endear it 
more, have chose him to carry it, that of all your house 
is most dear to^e. So 1 desire, that by a conference 
you will endeavour to give die house of commons con- 
tentment, assuring •you that the exercise of mercy is 
no more pleasing to me, than to see both houses of 
parliament consent, for my sake, that J should moderate 
the severity of the law in so important a case. I will 
not say, that your complyiiig with me in this my in- 
tended mercy shall make me more willing, but certainly 
't will make me more cheerful, in granting your just 
grievances. But if no less than his life can satisfy my 
people, I must say — fiat justitia. Thus again, recom. 
mending the consideration of my intention to you, I 
rest.*’ The following was added as a poAscript : — 

If he must die, it were charity ts reprieve Mm uritU 
Saturday'* * 

Hollis’s scheme was now thoroughly defeated, and 
death secured to Strafford. This pitiable letter ended 
all. It is a sorry office to plant the foot on a worm so 
crushed and writhing as the wretched king who signed 
it, for it was one of the few crimes of which he rras 
in the event thoroughly sensible, and friend has for 
once co-operated with foe iu the steady application to it 
of the branding iron. There is in truth hardly any way 
of relieving the ** damned spot*’ of its intensity of hue, 
even by distributing the concentrated infamy over other 
portions of Charles’s character. The reader who has 
gone through the preceding details of Strafford^ life 
can surely not suggest any. tFor when we have con- 
vinced ourselves that this " unthankful king” never 
really loved Strafford ; that, as much as in him lay, he 
kept the dead Buckingham in his old privilege of mis- 
chief, by adopting his aversions and abiding by his 
spleenful purposes ; that, in his refusals to award those 
increased honours for which his minister was a pe- 
titioner, on the avowed ground o{ the royal interest, 
may be discerned the petty triumph of one who dares 
not dispense with the services thrust upon him, hai 
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rerenges himself by withholding their well-earned re- 
ward ; — still does the blackness accumulate to baffle 
our efforts. The paltry tears he is s^d to have shed 
only bum that blackness in. If his after conduct indeed 
had l)een different^ he might have, availed himself of 
one excuse, — but that the i^an^ who, in a few short 
months, proved tjiat he could make so resolute a stand 
somewhere, should have judged this event no occasion 
for attempting it, is either a crowning infamy or an 
infinite consolation, according as we may judge wicked- 
ness or weakness to have preponderated, in the consti- 
tution of Charles I. 

Sufficient has been said to vindicate these remarks 
from any, the remotest, intention of throwing doubt on 
the perfect justice of th^t bill of attainder. Bills of 
attainder had not been uncommon in England ; are the 
same in principle as the ordiilary bills of pains and 
penalties ; and the resort to that principle in the pre- 
sent case, arose from no failure of the impeachment, 
as has been frequently alleged *, but because, in the course 
of that imjieachmont, circumstances arose, which sug- 
gested to the great leader of the popular cause the 
greater safety of fixing this case upon wider and more 
special grounds. Without stretching to the slightest 
extent the boundaries of any statute, they tliought it 
better at once to bring Strafford’s treason to the con- 
demnation of the sources of all law. In this view it 
is one of their wisest achievements that has been brought 
within the most hasty and ilLconsidered censure — 
their' famous proviso th^t the attainder should not be 
acted upon by the judges as a precedent in determin- 
ing the crime of treason. As to Strafford's death, the 
remark that the people had no alternative, includes all 
that it is necessary to urge. The king’s assurances of 
his intention to afford him no further opportunity of 
crime, could surely weigh nothing with men who had 
observed how an in^nitely more disgusting minister of 

1 The judftes and pccra voted judicially even oa the bill, ai haa been 
already stated. 



EARL OF STRAFFORD. « 405 

his will had dhly seemed rise the higher in liis 
master s estimation for the accumulated curses of the 
nation. Nothing but the knife of Felton could sever 
in that case the weak head and the wicked instrument^ 
and it is to the honour of the adversaries of Strafford 
that they were earnest that^heir cause should vindicate 
itself completely^ and look for no adventitious redress. 
Strafford had outraged the people — this was not de- 
nied. He was defended on ^he ground of those out- 
rages not amounting to a treason against the king. 
For my own part^ this defence appears to me decisive^ 
looking at it in a technical view, and with our present 
settlement of evidence and treason. But to concede 
that pointy after the advances they had made^ would 
have been in that day to concede all. It* was to be 
shown that another power hid claim to the loyalty and 
the service of Strafford^ — and if a claim, then a ven- 
geance to exact for its neglect. And this was done. 

Nor should the subject be quitted without the re- 
mark, that the main principle contended for by Pym 
and his associates was, at the last, fully submitted to by 
Strafibrd. He allowed the full power of the people s 
assembly to take cognizance of his deeds and to dispose 
of his life, while most earnestly engaged in defending 
the former and preserving the latter. Now tlie calm 
and magnanimous patience of Strafford was very com- 
patible with a fixed denial of the authority of his judges, 
had that appeared contestible in his eyes, — but we 
find no intimation of such a dispositioiv He would 
not have the parliament’s punishment preced? pro- 
raulgation of a law;” he pleads that to be punished 
by a law subsequent to the fact is extreme hard;’* and 
that it is hard that there should be no token set by 
which vre should know this offence, no admonition 
by which we should avoid it ; ” and he is desirous that 
a precedent may not be derived from one so disadvan- 
tageous as this ; ” — but, in the me^n 'time, the cause is 
gained, the main and essential point is given up ! 'Fhe 
old boasts of the lord lieutenant s being accountable to 

D D ^ 
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the king alone^ of the kinj^’s will being the one and the 
only law of his service, are no longer heard. It may 
be said that a motive of prudence withheld Strafford 
from indignantly appealing to the king in his lurking 
place, from the unrecognised array of questioners and 
self constituted inquisitors, ^ho haiT taken upon them- 
selves to supersede him, — but when the sentence was 
passed and its execution at hand, when hope was gone 
and the end rapidly hastening, we still finil Strafford 
offering nothing against the right. 

One momentary emotion, not inconsistent with *his 
letter to the king, escaped him when he was told to 
prepare for death. He asked if the king had indeed 
assented to the bill. Secretary Carleton answered in the 
affirmative r and Strafford, laying his hand on his heart, 
and raising his eye^ to heLven, uttered the memorable 
words, — Put not your trust in princes, nor in the 
sons of men, for in them there is no salvation.’* 
Charles’s conduct was indeed incredibly monstrous. 

Three days more of existence were granted to Strafford, 
which he employed calmly in the arrangement of his 
affairs. He wrote a petition to the house of lords to 
have compassion on his innocent children ; addressed a 
letter to his wife bidding her affectionately to support 
her courage ; and accompanied it with a letter of final 
instruction and advice to his eldest son. This is in all 
respects deeply touching: — My dearest Will,” he 
wrote, These are the last lines that you are to receive 
from a father that tenderly loves you. 1 wish there were a 
greatav' leisure {o impart my mind unto you, but our mer- 
ciful God wiU supply all*^things by his grace, and guide 
and protect you in all your ways, — to whose infinite good- 
ness I bequeath you. And therefore be not discouraged, 
but serve him, and trust in him, and he will preserve and 
prosper you in all things. Be sure you give all respect 
to my wife, that hadi ever had a great love unto you, 
and therefore will be well becoming you. Never be 
awanting in your love and care to your sisters, but let 
them ever be most dear unto you for, this will give 
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otihers cause to*e8teein and r^pect you for and is a 
duty that you owe^hem in the memory of your excellent 
mother and myself ; therefore your care and affection 
to them must be the very same that you are to have of 
your self ; and the fike regard must you have to your 
youngest sister; for indeed^you owe it her also^ botli for 
her father and mother's sake. Sweet Will^ be careful 
to take the advice of those friends^ Vhich are by me 
desired to advise you for yotr education." And so the 
tenderness of the father proceeds through many fond 
and affectionate charges. With characteristic hope he 
says — The king I trust will deal graciously with you, 
and restore you those honours and that fortune^ which 
a distemper^ time hath deprived you of, together with 
the life of your father.'* Advice is next given to meet 
the occurrence of such a chigoe. Be sure to avoid as 
much as you can to enquire after those that have been 
sharp in their judgments towards me^ and 1 charge you 
never to suffer thought of revenge to enter your heart ; 
but be careful to be informed, who were my friends in 
this prosecution, and to them apply yourself to make 
them your friends also ; and on such you may rely, and 
bestow much of your conversation amongst them. And 
God almighty of his infinite goodness bless you and your 
children's children ; and his same goodness bless your 
sisters in like manner, perfect you in every good work, 
and give you right understandings in all things. Amen. 
Your most loving father, Thomas Wentworth.'* ^ 

At one time, probably, a deeper pang would have 
been involved to Strafford in this a&ecting furren* 
der of his cherished title, than in that of existence 

1 Straffbnt Papers, vol. II. p. 416. The letter bears date the 11th of 
May, 1641, and has the following postscript:—** You must not iUl to bo> 
have yourself towards my lady Clare, your grandmother, with all duty and 
observance } for most tenderly doth she love you, and nath beat passing 
kind unto me. God reward her chanty for it And both in this and all 
the rest, the same that I counsel you, the same do 1 direct also to your 
filters, that so the same may be (foserved by you aU. And once more do * 
I, from my very soul, beseech our gracious God to bless and govern you 
in all, to the saving you in the day of his vidtation, and Join us again in 
the communion oi his blessed saints, where Is ftdness of Joy and IhIss for 
evermore. Amen, Amen," The ** youngest sister" was the Infont of lady 
Steaffiird. 
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itself. But this was not the time. Nothing but con. 
cern for his family and friends disturbed the com- 
posure of his remaining hours. He wrote kind and 
encouraging letters to dear George^’* as he called sir 
George Radcliffe ; shed tears for the death of Wandes- 
ford^ whom he had entrusted with the care of his go- 
vernment and family^ but who broke his heart on 
hearing of the sad events that had fallen on his patron ; 
and requested of the primfSlte of Ireland (Usher )> who 
attended him, to desire *^my lord’s Grace of Canterbury,” 
his old friend, the now imprisoned and afflicted Laud, 

to lend me his prayers this night and to give me his 
blessing when I go abroad to-morrow, and to be in his 
window, that, by my last farewell, I may give him 
thanks for <this, and all other, his former favours.” 
He had previously asked tlilb lieutenant of the Tower if 
it were possible to have an interview with Laud, adding 
with playful sarcasm, ''You shall hear what passes 
betwixt us. It is not a time either for him to plot 
heresy, or me to plot treason.” The lieutenant in re- 
ply suggested a petition to the parliament. " No,” 
was the quiet rejoinder. " I have gotten my despatch 
from them, and will trouble them no more. I am now 
petitioning a higher court, where neither partiality can 
be expected, nor error feared.” , 

Laud, old and feeble, staggered to the window of his 
cell as Strafford passed on the following morning, and, 
as he lifted his hands to bestow the blessing his lips 
were unable to utter, fell back and fainted in the arms 
of his &'ctendant. , 

Strafford moved on to the scaffold with undisturbed 
composure. His body, so soon to be released, had given 
him a respite of its infirmities for that trying hour. 
Bushworth, the clerk of the parliament, was one of the 
spectators, and has minutely described the scene. " When 
* he arrived outside the Tower, the lieutenant desired him 
to take coach at the gate, lest the enraged mob should 
tear him in pieces. 'No,' said he, ' Mr. Lieutenant, I 
dare look death in the face, and the people too ; have 
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you a care I do* not escape ; *t is equal to me how I die^ 
whether by the stroke of the executioner^ or by the 
madness and fury of the people, if that may give them 
better content.' " Not less than 100,000 persons, 
who bad crowded in from all parts, were visible on 
Tower-hill, in a lofig and perspective. Strafford, 
in his walk*, took off his hat frequently, and salutecl 
them, and received not a word of in'sult or reproach. 
His step and manner are dfscribed by Rushworth to 
have been those of a general marching at the head of 
an army, to breathe victory, rather than those of a con- 
demned man, to undergo the sentence of death.*’ At 
his side, upon the scaffold, stood his brother, sir George 
Wentworth, the bishop of Armagh, the earl of Cleve- 
land, and others of his friends, — and behinil them the 
indefatigable collector RuslAirorth, who being then 
there on the scaffold wiiih him," as he says, took down 
the speech which, having « asked their patience first, 
Strafford at some length addressed to the people. He 
declared the innocence of his intentions, whatever might 
have been the construction of his acts, and said that the 
prosperity of his country was his fondest wish. But 
it augured ill, he told them, for the people's happiness, 
to write the commencement of a reformation in letters 


of blooil. One thing I desire to be heard in," he 
added, and do hope that for Christian charity’s sake 
1 shall be believed. I was so far from being against 
parliaments, that 1 did always think parliaments in 


England to be the happy constitution of the kingdom 
and nation, and the best means, under God, to %iake 
the king and his people happy.'* ^ 


He then turned to take leave of the friends who had 


accompanied him to the scaffold. He beheld his bro- 
ther weeping excessively. Brother," he said, what 
do you see in me to cause these tears } Does any inno- 
cent fear betray in me — guilt ? or my innocent boldness 


t The p.ipcr of rniniitca fV-om which he hsu\ spoken this mech, wai 
afterwards found lying on the scaffold, and was printed by Rushworth, 
vol. viii. p.761. See Appendix tu this Memoir. 
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— atheism ? Think that you are now aecompanying me 
the fourth time to my marriage bed. ^ That block must 
be my pillow^ and here I shall rest from aU my labours. 
No thoughts of envy^ no dreams of treason^ nor 
jealousies, nor cares, for the king, the state, or myself, 
shall interrupt this easy slc^gp. Remember me to my 
sister, and to my wife ; and carry my blessing to my 
eldest son, and to Ann, and Arabella, not forgetting 
my little infant, that knows neither good nor evil, and 
cannot speak for itself. God speak for it, and bless it !"' 
While undressing himself, and winding his hair under 
a cap, he said, looking on the block — I do as cheer, 
fully put off my doublet at this time as ever 1 did when 
I went to bed.” 

Then,” proceeds Rush worth, closing this memor. 
able scene, then he calldvl, ^ Where is the man that 
shall do this last office (meaning the executioner).^ 
call him to me.' When h^ came and asked him for- 
giveness, he told him he forgave him and aU the world. 
Then kneeling down by the block, he went to prayer 
again by himself, the bishop of Armagh kneeling on 
the one side, and the minister on the other ; to the 
which minister after prayer he turned himself, and 
spoke some few words soMy ; having his hands lifted 
up, the minister closed his hands with his. Then bow- 
ing himself to the earth, to lay down his head on the 
block, he told the executioner that he would first lay 
down his head to try the fitness of the block, and take 
it up again, before he laid it down for good and all ; and 
so herdid ; ancl before he laid it down again he told the 
executioner that he would give him warning when to 
strike, by stretching forth his hands ; and then he laid 
down his neck on the block, stretching out his hands ; 
the executioner struck off his head at one blow, then 
took the head up in his hand, and showed it to 2 JI the 
people, and said, * God save the king ! ' ” 

Thus, on Wednesday, the 12th of May, 1641, died 
Thomas Wentworth, ‘ the first earl of Strafford. Within 
a few weeks of his death, the parliament mitigated the 
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most severe coRsequences of their punishment to his 
children ; and^ in the succeediftg reign^ the attainder was 
reversed^ the proceedings obliterated^ and his son re- 
stored to the earldom. 

A great lesson is written in the life of this truly 
extraordinary per^n. In the career of Strafford 
is to be sdOght the justification of the world s " ap- 
peal from tyranny to God." In hftn Despotism had 
at length obtained an instrument with mind to com- 
prehend^ and resolution to act upon^ her principles in 
their length and breadth, — and enough of her pur- 
poses were effected by him, to enable mankind to see 

as from a tower the end of all." I cannot discern 
one false step in Strafford's public conduct, one glimpse 
of a recognition of an alien principle, one instance of 
a dereliction of the law of diis being, which can come 
in to dispute the decisive result of the experiment, or 
explain away its failure. The least vivid fancy will 
have no difficulty in taking up the interrupted design, 
and by wholly enfeebling, or materially emboldening, tlie 
insignificant nature of Charles, and by according some 
half dozen years of immunity to the fretted tenement " 
of Strafford's fiery soul,” — contemplate then, for itself, 
the perfect realisation of the scheme of making the 
prince the most absolute lord in Christendom." That 
done, — let it pursue the same course with respect to 
Eliot’s noble imaginings, or to young Vane’s dreamy 
aspirings, and apply in like manner a fit machinery to 
the working out the projects which made the dungeon 
of the one a holy place, and sustained the dther in his self, 
imposed exile. — The result is* great and decisive! It 
establishes, in renewed force, those principles of political 
conduct which have endured, and must continue to 
endure, like truth from age to age.” 
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TO 

LIFE OF THE EARL OF STRAFFORD. 

MV HUaiBIiE OPINION CONCERNING A PARLIAMENT IN 

THIS YOUR majesty’s KINGDOM OP IRELAND. 

CitAKLEs R. 1. Albeit the calling of a 

Sections 1, 2, S, 4, 5. Uj)on) parliament in this kingdom is 
these reasons altedged hif at ho time of so much hazard, 

and the confidence which we where nothing is propounded 
have that you have wcU weighed as a law before it first borrow 
all the dnunistances mentioned motion from vour majesty’s 
by you, or otherwise necessary immediate allowance under 
to the calling of a parliament; your great seal, as it is in 
and esf)ecially relying npo?i your England, where there is a 
faith and dexterity in managing liberty assumed to oiler every 
so great a work for the good f thing in their own time and 
our service; wc are fully per- order; find this sulwrdinatlon, 
sunded to condescend to the jtre- wliereunto they have been led 
sent calling of a parliament; by the wisdom of former times, 
which accordingly wc authorise is ever to be held as a sacred 
and i%juirc you to do, arid prerogative, not to be departed 
therein to make use of all t)ie from, in no piece to he broken 
motives you here propounds or infringed. Yet is the pro- 
position always weighty— very 
necessary to be considered with great deliberation — whether 
the present conjuncture of affairs doth now advise a parliament 
or no? And, after a serious discourse with myself, my 
reason persuades me for tlie assembling thereof. 

2. For, the contribution from the country tow'ards the army 
ending in December next, your majesty's revenue falls short 
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twenty thousand pounds stcrlingi by tlic year of tlio present 
charge it is burthened withal, besides the vast debt of fourscore 
thousand pounds, Irish, upon the crown; which yearly payments, 
alone, arc impossible by any other ordinary way to be in time 
snp])lied, but by the subject in parliament ; and to pass to the 
extraordinary, before llicre be flt least an attempt first to eiloct 
it with case, were to love difficulties too ^ell, rather volunta- 
rily to seek them, than unwillii^ly to rieet them, and might 
seem as well vanity in the first rcsj)eet so to affect them, as 
faintness to bow under them, when they are not to be avbidcd. 

0. The next inclination thereunto ariseth in me, from the 
condition of this country, grown very much more civil and 
rich since the access of your royal father of bl(‘ssed memory, 
and your majesty to the crown ; that all you liave liere is 
issued out again amongst them for their proleclioft and safety, 
witliout any considerable reservaton, for other the great uflairs 
and expetices abroad ; thut*this great cliarge is sustained, and 
this great debt) contracted through imployinents for a publick 
good, ^Olcreut' the benefit hitherto liath been intirely tlieirs; 
that tlicre hatit been but one subsidy granted in all this time, 
nor any otliiT su^iply but this coiilribution ; in exchange 
whereof, your princely bounty returned them graces as bene- 
ficial lo ibis subject as tlieir money was to your majesty; so as 
their substance Iiaviiig been so increased under the guard of 
your wisdom and justice, so little issued lienee from them, the 
crown so pressed, only for tlieir good, and so modest a calling 
upon them now for a supply, %vhich in all wisdom, good 
nature, and conscience, they arc not to deny ; shuulci tle v not 
conform themselves to your gracious will, theif untliankfulness 
to God, and the best of kings, becyimes inexcusable before all 
the world, and the regal power more warrantably to be at after 
‘extended for redeeming and recovering your majesty’s revenues 
thus lost, and justly lo punish so great a forfeit as this must 
needs be judged to be in them. 

4 , Next, the frightful apprehension, which at this time 
makes their hearts heat, lest the quarterly payments towards tlie 
army, continued now almost ten years, jpight in fine turn loan 
hereditary charge upon their lands, inclines them to give any 
reasonable thing in ]n-csent, to secure themselves of that fear 
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for the future; and therefere, according to the ivholcsonie 
counsel of the physician, — Dum dolet acd])e. 

5. And lastly, If they should meanly cast from tliem thesa 
mghty obligations, which indeed I cannot fear, your majesty's 
affairs can never suffer less by their stprting aside, when the 
general peace abroad admits U more united power in your 
majesty, and less distracted thoughts in your ministers, to 
cliastisc such a forgetfulness, to call to their remembrance, and 
to iiiforce from them other and better duties than these. 

Sect 6, 7, 8, 9. IFe a]h- 6. In the second place, the 
point the time of the meeting to time your majesty shall in your 
be in Trinity term nexUfor the wisdom appoint for this meeU 
reasons you here alledge. ing imports very much ; which 

widi all submission I should 
advise, miglu not be longer put off than Easter or Trinity term 
at farthest ; and I shall crave leave to offer my reasons. 

7. The improvements mentioned in my dispatch to the lord 
treasurer, from which I no ways recede, would not be fore- 
slowed; wherein we lose much by deferring this meeting; 
a circumstance very considerable in these streights, wherein, if 
surprised, might be of much disadvantage, in case the parlia- 
ment answer not expectation ; and to enter upon that work 
before, would be an argument for them to scant their supply to 
your majesty. 

8. Again, a breach of parliament would prejudice less thus 

than in winter, having at the worst six months to turn our eyes 
about, and many helps to be gained in that space; where, in 
the other case, the contribution ending in December next, we 
should be put upon an instant of time, to read over our lesson 
at firsf sight. , 

9. Then the calling of a parliament, and determining of 
Che quarterly payments, falling out much upon one, might* 
make tliem apprehend there was a necessity enforcing a present 
agreement, if not the good one we would, yet the best we 
could get, and so embolden them to make and flatter them- 
selves to gain their own conditions, and conditions are not to 
be admitted with any, subjects, less with this people, where 
your majesty's absolute sovereignty gods much higher than it 
is taken, perhaps, to do in England, 
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Sect. 10, Wiff well approve 10. And lastly, There be- 
and require the makhig of two itig some of your majesty's 
sessions^ as you propose. The graces, which being passed 
first to be held in summer for into laws, might be of great 
our own supplies; and the se- prejudice to the crown; and 
cond in winter, for pacing stich^ yet it being to be feared they 
laws and graces onlt/, as shall be will press for them all, and 
allowed by tis. But this intU uncertain* what humour the 
maivm of two sessions, ‘toe think denying any of them might 
not Jit to be imparted to any, move in their minds, I con- 
fix/ the parliament be set. And ceive, under favour, it would 
further, we wUl admit no ca- be much better to make two 
pUiUations nor demands of any sessions of it, one in sum- 
assurance under our broad seal, mer, tlie oilier in winter ; in 
nor of sending over dejmties or the former, to settle your ma- 
committecs to treat here with ^csty’s supply, and in the lat- 
us, nor of any restraint in ^ur ter, to enact so many of those 
bill of subsidies, nor of any con- graces as in honour and wis- 
dition of not maintaining the dom should be judged equal, 
army; but in case any of these when the putting aside of the 
be insisted upon, awl that they rest might be of no ill coiise- 
vnll not otherwise proceed or be quence to other your royal 
satisfied with our royal promise purposes. 
for the second session, or shall 

deny or delay the passing of our bills, we require you thereupon 
to dissolve the parliament ; and forthwith to take order to continue 
the contributions for our army, awl withal to jiroceed to such 
improvements of our revenue as are already in projMsUion, or 
may hereafter be thought uqnm for the advantage of our crown. 

Sect 11. Concerning the 11 . All objections I 
short law to preserve the titter- am able to suggest unto my- 
most benefit if the compositions self, are two: Tliat it miglit 
upon concealments, and the render fruitless the intended 
plantations of Connaght and improvement upon the con- 
Ormond, we like it well, if you cealments, and prejudice the 
can obtain it, for confirmation plantations of Connaght and 
of what you have done, or shall Ormond, 'fhe fonner may 
hereafter do about those busir easily he helped by a short 
nesses. But your promising of law, propounded in iny di^ 
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mch a law, we doubtf may hitv- patch to my lord treasurer ; 
der the service, and cause thefk and posUo, that there no other 
to be satiny* d with nothing but law pass the first session ; the 
a special statute* , second is likewise sufficiently 

secured. 

Sect 12, 13, 14, IS. JFbr . 12. Then it is to be fore- 

demands to be made for us, we seen, what your majesty will 
allow your propositus in these demand, how induce and 
sections, both in the matter ami pursue the same, for the 
in the form ; only the last happy settlement of the regal 
clause, which gweth hope to rights and pou ers in this more 
maintain the army afterwards subordinate kingdom. 
luithout further clunge to them 13. My humble advice is, 
at all, 7ve conceive may be dragon to declare, at the first opening 
to a binding^ assumption ; and of the meeting, that your ma- 
besides, it is not necessary ; tht^f jesty intends and promises two 
very proposition being sufficient sessions ; this former for your- 
to that effect. self, that latter, in Michaelmas 

term next, for them; this to 
ascertain the payments of your army, and to strike off the debts 
of your crov/n ; that, for the enacting of all such profitable 
and wholsome laws, as a moderate and good people may expect 
from a wise and gracious king. 

14. That, this being the order of nature, reason, and civility, 
your majesty expects it should be entirely observed, and your- 
self wholly intrusted by them; whicli they are not only to 
grant to he fit in the general case of king and subjects, but 
ought indeed to acknowledge it with thankfulness due to your 
majesty in particular, when they look back, and call to mind, 
how ffv their ease you were content to take the sixscore thou- 
sand pounds (which their agents gave to be paid in three) in 
six years ; and not barely so neither, hut to double your graces 
towards them the whilst, which they have enjoyed accordingly, 
much to their advantage and greatly to the loss of the crown. 

15. And that considering the army hath been represented 
over to your majesty from this council, and in a manner from 
the body of this whole kingdom, to be of absolute necessity, to 
give comfort to the quiet minds in their honest labours, to 
contain the licentious spirits within the modest bounds of 
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sobriety, it consists not with your majesty’s wisdom to give 
unto the world, no, i^ot the appeffirance of so much improvi* 
dence in your own counsels, of so much forgetfulness in a case 
of their safety, as to leave that pillar of your authority, and 
their peace, unset for continuance, at least one six months 
before the wearing forfti of theij^ contribution. 

Sect 16, 17, 18. IFe do 16. Therefore your ma- 
not conceive that her^y you jesty was well assuri^ in con* 
purpose easi/y to relinquish any ftrmity to the rules of reason 
of our demands^ far ail which and judgment, tlicy would pre- 
you have laid so fair and sotid senlly grant three subsidies to 
grounds* And considering the be paid iu three years, to dig- 
payment of the army it abso- engage the crown of fourscore 
lately necessary to be bom by thousand pound debt; and 
the country^ they cannot pre- continue their qiigrterly pay. 
tend by their three subsidies to iBents towards the army four 
make a Jilting recognition mf years longer ; in which time it 
respect for our coming to the was hopeful (suitable to your 
crown, without that last addition gracious intentions) some other 
to buy in rents and pensions* expedient might be found out, 
. to maintain the army without 
further ciiarge to them at all ; which law post, they shou’d 
have as much leisure to enact for themselves at af\er, as they 
could desire, either now, or in winter. Nay your majesty 
wou’d be graciously pleased, with the assistance of your coun- 
cil, to advise seriously with them, that nothing might remain, 
either unthought of, or deny*d, conducing to the publick good 
of this kingdom : hut if they made difficulty to proceed with 
your majesty in this mnnner, other counsels must be thought 
of, and 'little to be rely’d, or expected for from Ihem. •• 

17. Tam not to flatter your majesty so far, as to raise any 
hope, on that side, that all this shou’d be granted, but by 
pressing both ; and especially the continuance of the quarterly 
payments to the army, which they dread above any earthly 
thing. I conceive it probable, that to determine and lay 
asleep (as they think) the contribution, and in acknowledgment 
of your majesty’s happy access to the crown, they may be 
drawn to a present gift of three subsi&ies, payalile in three 
years, which alone wou'd keep the army on foot during that 
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time ; and if my calculation hold, almost discharge the debt 
of the crown besides. * ^ 

.*"18. For thus I make my estimate: the contribution from 
the country, is now but twenty thousand pounds sterling by 
the year ; whereaib I have good reason to trust, each subsidy 
will raise thirty thousand pounds sterlilhg ; and so there will 
be ten thousand pounds for three years, over and above the 
establishment: which thirty thousand pounds sterling, well 
and profitajly issued, [will/^ I trust, with honour to your 
majesty, and moderate satisfaction of the parties, strike off the 
whole fourscore thousand pounds Irish, which in present 
presseth so sore upon this crown. 

Sect. 19, 20, 21, 22. fVe 19. And then, sir, after 
like well the apjmnling of such that in Michaelmas term, all 
a commiltee and we refer the beneficial acts for the subject 
nomimtwn to yourself be thought of, as many, no 

have aho giveti order to some of fe*'’cr nor no more, enacted, 
our council here, with the as- than were fit in honour and 
sistance of our attorney general^ wisdom to be granted ; if for 
to consider of the graceSf that a conclusion to this parlia- 
nothing pass by law which may ment, wc could gain from 
j)rqjudice our crown. them other two subsidies, to 

buy in rents and pensions, to 
ten thousand pounds yearly value; (a thing they are inclinable 
unto, as is mentioiiM in my dispatch to the lord treasurer) 1 
judge, there were an happy issue of this meeting ; and that it 
shou'd, tlirougl) God's blessing, appear to the world in a few 
years, you had without charge made a more absolute conquest 
of this nation by your wisdom, than all your royal progenitors 
have'^been able to accomplish by their armies, and vast expense 
of treasure and blood. 

20. These being the ends, in my poor opinion, which are to 
be desired and attained, the best means to dispose and fit all 
concurring causes thereunto, are not to be forgotten; and 
therefore as preparatives, 1 make bold to offer these ensuing 
particulars : — 

21. It seems to be very convenient, a committee be forthwith 
appointed of some few of us here, to take into consideration 
all tlie bills intended when there was a parliament to ^bave 
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been called in the time of my lord Falkland ; such as shall be 
judged beneRcial, to ipake them ready ; such as may be of too 
much prejudice to the crown, to lay them aside ; and to draw 
up others, which may chance to hare been then omitted 
This work may be by the committees either quickened or 
foreslowen as ^the parliament proceeds, either warmer or cooler 
in your majesty's supplies. 

22. Next, that your majesty's acts of grace directed to my 
lord Falkland the 24th of May, f 628, may be considered by 
such of your council in England as shall please your majesty 
to appoint; there being many matters therein contained, 
which in a law, wou'd not futurcly so well sort with the 
power requisite to be upheld in this kingdom, nor yet with 
your majesty's present proRt; which hath persuaded me to 
except against such as I hold best to be silently passed over, 
and to transmit a paper thereof tdimy lord treasurer. 

Sect. 23. IVe aj}])rove tke 12. It is to be feared, the 
reformation <f these pressures meaner sort of subjects here, 
and extortions by examples, and live under the pressures of the 
by commissions, by our own great men ; and there is a ge« 
authority; but by no means to neral complaint, that oflficers 
be done by parliament. exact much larger fees, than of 

right they ought to do. To 
help the former, if it be possible, I will find out two or three 
to make examples of; and to remedy the latter, grant out a 
commission for examining, regulating, and setting down tables 
of fees in all your courts : so as they shall find your majesty’s 
goodness and justice, watching and caring for their protection 
and ease, both in private and publick respects. ^ 

Sect. 24. allow of this 24. I shall ciideavou^the 
course^ low'er house may be so com- 

posed, as that neither the re- 
cusants, nor yet the protestants, shall appear considerably more 
one than the other ; holding them as much as may be upon an 
equal ballance ; for they will prove thus easier to govern, than 
if either party were absolute. Then wou'd I, in private dis- 
course, shew t§e recusant, that the cojitribution ending in 
December next, if your majesty’s army were not supply'd 
aoma other way before, die twelve pence a Sunday must of 
g E 2 
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necessity be exacted upon them; and slibw the protestant, 
that your majesty must not let go the tvi^cnty thousand jpounds 
contribution, nor yet discontent the other in matters of religion, 
till the army were some way else certainly provided for; and 
convince them both, that the present quarterly paymeAts arc 
not so burdensome as they pretend them to be ; and that by 
the graces they have had already more benefit, than their 
money camt to. ^fhus poising one by the other, which single 
might perchance prove more unhappy to deal with. 

Sect. 25. To make captains 25. 1 will labour to make 
and officers burgesses wr atlo- as many captains and officers, 
aether dislike i because it is fit- burgesses, as possibly I can, 
ter they attetid their charges at w'ho, having immediate dc- 
that time. Make your choice pcndance upon the crown, may 
rather by j^artieular knowledge almost sway (he business be- 
of men's interests^ and good • tw'ixt the two parties, which 
fections to our service. w ly they please. 

Sect. 26'. In the higher 26. In the higher house, 
house, for the prelates we have your majesty will have, I trust, 
written our special letter to the the bishops wholly for you. 
primate of Armagh, addressing I'he titular lords, rather than 
hwt therein to be directed by *come over themselves, will put 
yourself. their proxies into such safe 

hands, as may be thought of on 
this side. And in tlic rest, your majesty hath such interest, 
what out of duty to the crown, and obnoxiousness in them* 
selves, as I do not apprehend much, any difficulty amongst 
them. 

Sect. 27. For the peers, that 27. To these, or to any 
Iheb proxies may he well dis- thing else directed by your 
posed, we woud have you send majesty, I will with all possi* 
udth speed the names of those ble diligence apply myself so 
there, in whom you repose sjte^ soon as I shall understand 
cial trust. And in case your your pleasure therein ; most 
list cannot be here in time, we humbly beseeching, you will 
wUl give order that alt the take it into your gracious me- 
jvroxies be sent to you with mory, how Hlucli your ma- 
Nanks to be assigned there. In jesty's speedy resolution in 
general for the better jurevent’-t this great business imports the 
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^ practices hid disorderst |)rosperity of your affairs in 
yow shall suffer m Meetings this place ; and in that respect, 
during the setting of the houses^ vouchsafe to hasten it as much 
save only in jmblickt and for the as conveniently may be. 
service tf the houses appoint^ W r. n tm okth . 

mentj and for no other ends^ 

Jf)34, April ]2. 

The answers contained tn 
the 0o^iles arc madt* by his 
*^^ajestyt and by his command- 
ment set down m this manner. 

John Coke. 


A Copy of the Paper containing the Heads of tk' Lord Straf- 
ford's last Speech f written bfhh own Hand^ ns U was left 
upon the Scaffold. 

J . 1 come to pay the last debt wc owe to sin. 

2. Rise to righteousness. 

3. Die willingly. 

4. Forgive all. 

5. Submit to what is voted justice but my intentions inno- 

cent from subverting, &c. 

6. Wishing nothing more than great prosperity to king and 

people. 

7. Acquit the king constrained. 

8. Resecch to repent. 

9. Strange way to write the beginning of reformation, and 

settlement of a kingdom in blood on themsclvwa. 

10. Beseech that demand may rest there. 

1 1. Call not blood on themselves. 

12. Die in the faith of the church. 

13. Pray for it, and desire their prayers with me, 
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